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SERMON L. 



OF INDUSTRY IN GENERAL. 



ECCL£S» ix. 10. 



iVhatfoever thy handjindeth to do, do it with all thy 
mights 

IN St. Paul's Epiftle to the Romans^ among divers ex- SERM. 
cellent niles^of life> prefcribed by that great mafter^ this. 



is one^ 1^ <nnvlSfi ft^ ixmnfii. Be notjlothful in bufinefs, or to Rom. zii. 
bufinefs; and in the fecond Epiftle to the Corinthians^^^' 
among other principal virtues^ or worthy accomplifh* 
ments^ for abounding wherein the ApolUe commendeth 
thofe Chriftians^ he ranketh all diligence^ or induftry ex- "•'• **^ 
ercifed in all affairs and duties incumbent on them : this 2 Cor. viiL 
is that virtue^ the pta£lice whereof in this moral precept^' 
or advice the royal Preacher doth recommend imte us $ 
bei^g indeed an client virtue^ of very general ufe^ and 
powerful influence uppn the management of all our affidrs> 
or in the conduct of our whole life. 
. Indt^try^ I lay, in g^oeral^ touching all matters, inci- 
dent> which our handjindeth to doj that is^ which difpen- 
fation of Providence doth offer, or which choice of reafon 
embraeeth; for employing our a6tive powers, of foul and 
body, the Wife Man doth reconunend; and to preffing 
the obforvance of his advice (waving all curious remarks 
either critical or lo^al upon the words) I fhall prefently 
apply my difcoiirfe, propoling divers confiderations apk'to- 
excite us thereto 5 only firfl^.let me briefly defcribe it, for 
our better apprehenfion of its true notion and nature*. 

VOL. HI. B 
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a dj Indtiftry in general. 

SERM. -^y induftry we underiland a ferious and fteady applica- 
L. tion of mind^ joined with a vigorous exercife of our a£tive 
faculties^ in profecution of any reafonable, honeft, ufeful 
•defign^ in order to the dccompHfhmciit '&£ attainment of 
fome confiderable good ; as for infiance^ a merchant is in- 
duftrious, who continueth intent and aftive in driving on 
his trade for acquiring wealthy a foldier is induftrious, who 
is watchful for occaiion^ and eameft in aQioh toward ob- 
taining the vidory ; and 9 |:^holai: is tndvflriou^ who doth 
nffiduoufly bend his mind to ftudy for getting knowledge. 

Induftry doth not confift merely in aftion ; for that is 
incefTant in all perfons, * our mind being a reftlefs things 
never abiding in a total ceflation from thought or from 
defiga.; being like a ftrip in the fea, if not fleered to fome 
good purpofe by reafon, yet toi&d by the waves of fancy, 
or driven by the winds of temptation fomewhither. But 
the dire£lion of our mind to fome good end, without rev^ 
iog or flinching, in a ftraight and fteady courfe, drawing 
after it. our a£iive powers in execution thereof, c^th con«- 
f^tute. induftry ; the whiqb therefore ufu^lly is attended 
with labour andt pain; for ouv mind (which naturally doth 
afFefit variety and liberty, being apt to loathe familiar ob*- 
je£bs, and to be weaiy o£ any cbnftraint) is not eafily kept 
in aconftant attention to the fame thing; and the fpirita 
eagtployed m thought are prone to flutter and fly away^ fd^ 
t}mt it is. hard to fix them : and the corporeal mftmmdnts> 
of action being ftrakied to a Mgh( {»tch) or^di^lsined: in ai 
tpne, will foon feel a laffitude fomewhat ofibifive to na«-L 
ture; whence labour or pain is ' commonly reckoned aav 
ingt£idient .o£ induftry, and kborioufnefs is^a^ name iigni- 
lying it ; upon wliich> account tfak virtue, as involving la-^ 
hour, defervjeth a peculiar' commendatiosi ; i^t* being the» 
moft laudable to follow the* di^at^s* of- reafon> when* fo- 
doing is attended with difBculty-and trouble^ 

Such in general I concrive to be the nature of mduftry;' 
to the practice whereof the foUorwing-.coiifiderations may^ 
induce. 
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Oflndafiry in general, J 

I. We may confider that induftry doth befit the con- SERM. 
ftitution and frame of our nature ; sdl the faculties of our L. 
foul and organs of our body being adapted in a congruity 
and tendency thereto : our hands are fuited for work, our* 
feet for travel, ou)r fenfes to watch for occaiion of purfuing 
good and efchewing evil, our reafon to plod and contrive 
ways of employing the other parts and powers ; all thefe, 
I fay^ are formed for adion ; and that not in a loofe and 
gaddifrg way, or in a flack and remifs degree, but in re- 
gard to determinate ends, with vigour requifite to attain 
them ; and efpecially our appetites do prompt to induftry, 
as inclining to things not obtainable without it; according 
to that aphoriftn of the Wife Man, 'Eridufi/flu ixvriph ofKo* Prov. xxi. 
mhsirw—Tke defire of the Jlothfud kUleth him, for hi^^^' *"'* *' 
hands refafe to labour ; that is, he is apt to defire things 
which he cannot attain without pains ; and not enduring 
them, he for want thereof doth feel a deadly fmart and 
angiufh : wherefore in not being indiiftrious we defeat the 
kitent of our Mrf^er; we pervert his work and gifts; we 
forfeit the ule and benefit of our faculties ; we are bad 
hufbands of nature's flock. 

%. In confequence hereto Induflry doth preferve and 
perfeA our natttre, keeping it in good tune and temper, 
improving aiid advancing it toward its befl flate. The la- 
bour of our mind in attentive meditation and fhidy doth 
render it capable and patient of thinking upon any objeft 
or oGddlidn, doth polifh and refine it by ufe, doth enlarge 
it by ^ceeflfibn of habits, doth quicken and roufe our fpi- 
rits^ dii^^lbg and difiuling them into their proper channels. 
Th& v^ty hboiir of our body doth keep the organs of 
a£ddln found and clean, difcuffing fogs and fuperfluous hu- 
tticters, op^iling paffages, diflributing nourifhment, excite 
mg vital hSaS! if barring the ufe of it, no good conflitution 
of foul or body can fubfifl 5 but a foul rufl, a didl numb- 
nds, a pefly lifUefsnefs, a heavy unwieldinefs mufl feize 
on us*'; our fyXrks will be fliflled and choked, our hearts 

k niBf9» y<^ n i^im fiXairrtt, nm ret fitiXti ^vfimrt tihrky &C. Chryf^ in A&» 
Orat. 33* ' 

B 2, 
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4 Oflndujlry in generaL 

SERM. will grow faint and languid, our parts will flag and decay; 
^' the vigour of our mind and the health of our body will bo 
much impaired. 

• It is with us as with other things in natufe^, which by 
motion are preferved in their native purity and perfeftion, 
in their fweetnefs, in their luftre, reft corrupting, debafing, 
and defiling them. If the water runneth^ it holdeth clear^ 
fweet, and frefh ; but ftagnation tumeth it into a noifome 
puddle : if the air be fanned by winds, it is pure and 
wholefome ; but from b^ing (hut up, it grdweth thick and 
putrid: if metals be employed, they abide fmooth and 
fplendid; but lay them up, and they foon contract ruft: 
if the earth be belaboured with culture, it yieldeth com ; 
but lying neglected, it will be overgrown with brakes 
and thiftles^ ; and the better its foil is, the ranker weeds 
it will produce : all nature is upheld in its being, order, 
and ftate, by conftant agitation ; every creature i^ incef- 
fantly employed in a£tioh conformable to its defigned end 
and ufe; in like manner the prefervation and improvement 
of our faculties depends on their conftant exercife. 

3. As we naturally were compofed; fo by divine ap- 
pointment we were originally defigned for induftry 5 God 
did not intend that man fhould live idly, even in his b^ 
ftate, or fliould enjoy hajppinefs withbut taking pains ; but 
Gen. ii. 15. did provide work enough even in P^^dife itfelf 5 for the 
Lord Gody faith the text, took man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden^ to drefs it, and to keep it; fo that had we. 
continued happy, we muft have beien ever bufy, by our 
induftry fuftaining our life, and fecuring our fdeafure; 
otherwife weeds might have overgrown Paradife, and thAt 
Prov. xxiv. of Solomon might have been applicable to Adam ; / wimt 
^®' ^^' by the field of the Jlothful, and ly-the vineyard of the man 
void of underjianding; and lo^ it was all grown over with 
thorns J and nettles had covered the face thereof 

tuvH% &C. Chryf, in Aa. Orat. 35. 

<< Negle6lis urenda filix innafcitur agris. H»r, Scr, i. 3. 
Plut. rt^* xatttit »y»tyntt:^. 9* ^it. Stepb. 
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Of Indu/lrjf in general^ 5 

4. By our tranlgreffion and fall the neceffity of induftry SERM. 
(together with a difficulty of obtaining good, and avoiding L. 
evil) was increafed to us; being ordained both as a juft 
•puniflunent for our offences, and as an expedient remedy 

of our needs : for thereupon the ground was curfed to bring Gen. iH. 17. 
forth thorns and thifiles to us ; and it was our doom pro- 
nounced by God's own mouth. In the fiveat of thy face Gauni 19. 
fluilt thou eat breads till thou return unto the ground : fo 
that now labour is fatally natural to. us ; now man^ as Job Job t. 7. 
faith, is lorn to labour^ as the Jparks fly upward^ (or, as 
the vulture's chickens foot aloft y according to the Greek 
interpreters^.) 

5. Accordingly our condition and circumftances in the 
world aie fo oidered^ as to require induftry; fo that with- 
out it we cannot fupport our life in any comfort or con- 
venience ; whence St. Paul's charge upon the Theffaloni- 

ans, \iaauVif any one would not work, neither Jhould he eaty a Theff. iii. 
is in a manner a general law impofed on mankind by the ^^* 
exigency of our ftate, according to that of Solomon ; TheVrov. t\%, 
idle foul Jhall fuffer hi^nger^ and, Thefluggardy who w'*^^ pjov. xx. 4, 
not plough by reafon of the coldy Jhall beg in harvefty and 
have nothing. 

Of all our many neceflities, none can be fupplied with- 
out pains, wherein all men are obliged to bear a fhare; 
every man is to work for his food, for his apparel, for all 
his accommodations, either inrniediately and direfUy, or 
by commutation and equivalence; for the gentleman him- 
ielf cannot (at leaft worthily and inculpably) obtain them 
otherwife than by redeeming them from the ploughman 
and the artificer, by compenfation of other cares and pains 
conducible to public good. 
' The wife Poet did obferve well when he faid. 
Pater ipse colendi 
Hand facilem esse viam voluit. FirgU, Georg. i. 
And Si. Chryfoftom doth propofe the fame obfervation, 

« *AXX* itl^^it^H y^rmrtu tUirf fU99u H. yv^h v^n^ wir—rat^ LXX. In- 
terp. Nwo great travail (as the Son of Sirach faith) is created for every man ; 
(«r;^«A/« fuymXfi Urttm ^okyri etv^^MTyy &c. Ecclus. zl. 1.) and a heavy yoke 
is upon the ions of Adam^ &c. 

B3 
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6 Of Induftry in generai. 

£ERM. that God, to whet our mindf, and ke^ us frpuj mojwng, 
L. would not that we fhould eaiily come by the fruit? pi th^ 
earth, without employing much art and many pains ; '^Xi 
order thereto there muft be fkill ufed in obferving fe^afons, 
and preparing the ground 5 there muft be labour fpenJ: in 
manuring, in delving and ploughing, in fowing, in weed- 
ing, in fencing it ; there muft be paim takeii in reaping 
in gathering, in laying up, in thraihing and drefiing the 
fruit ere we can enjoy it-; fo much induftry is needfol to 
get bread : and if we lift to fare more daintily, we. muft 
either hunt for it, ufing craft and toil te catch it out of 
the woods, the water, the air; or we muft/careliilly waU 
on thofe creatures, of which we wojilji ferve ourfelyes, 
feeding them that they may feed us; fuch induftry id. re- 
quired to preferve mankind from ftarving. And tp guaord 
it from other inconveniences, mifchiefs, and Bangers fur- 
rounding us, it is no lefs requifite : for to (belter ns from 
impreffions of weather, we muft fpin, we muft weave, we 
muft build ; and in order thereto we muft fcrape into the 
bowels of the earth, to find our tools 5 we muft fweat at 
the anvil, to forge them for our ufe ; we muft frame arms, 
to defend our fafety and our ftore from the aflaults of 
.wild beaftis. Or of more dangerous neighbours, wild men. 
.To frimifti accommodations for our curibfity and pleafure, 
or to provide for the convenience and ornament of our 
life, ftUl greater meafures of induftry are demanded; to. 
latisfy thofe intents, a thoufand contrivances of art, a 
thoufaiid ways of trade and bufinefs do ferve, without 
which they are not attainable. In whatever condition any 
man is, in what ftate foever he be placed,, whatfoever call- 
ing or way of life he doth embrace, fome peculiar bufinefs 
is thence impofed on hiin, which he cannot with any ad* 
vantage or good fuccefs, vdth any grace, with any com- 
fort to himfelf, or fatis£a;£tion to others, manage without 
competent induftry : nothing wiU go on of itfelf, without 

"f Ltit tSt» tU etmyxn* »aT%ffi&tv\^a9ias i Qtog, &c. Chrjf, in Aff, Horn* 35. 

' curis acuens mortalia corda ; 

Nee torpere gravi paffus fua regna veterno. Firg, Georg, i. 
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.<y Indufiry in genend. ff 

pur Care to dlr^ iv and our paind to hold it, mi jBorward SER M^ 
it in the right courfe : all which things fliew that divine ^' 
wifdom did intend that we ihould live ift the exercife of 
indi^ftry, or not well without it ; having fo many needs to 
be fupplied, fo many defires to be appeafed thereby) 
bei^g expofed to fo many troubles and cUfficulties, from 
which wfe catinot extricate ourfelves without it. But 
&rther yet, 

6. L^ us coAfider that induftry hath annexed' thereto, 
by divine appointment and promife, the faireft fruits, and 
the richeft rewards : all good things (being either fuch in 
Uiemfelves, or made fuch by htmian efteem) are the 
finuts of induftry; ordered to fprout from it, vmder the 
pn>te£U0ii and influence of God's bleiSng, which com-^ 
monly doth attend it. 

All good tlnngs indeed ^re the gifts of God, and freely 
di^>edled by his hand ; but he doth not ^ve them ablb- 
lutely witboitt condition, nor miraculotiOy without can- 
cmrence of ortiinary xaeaxis i by fiipporting our a£iive 
powers, and fupplying nc6dful aid to our enckavotirs 5 by pf. xxxvii. 
diie&mg arid upfacdding \sa in the courfe of our au&xm ; I* ^^\.. 

1 • •i/ii»»'i /• * rov. ill* 6* 

by preventing or lemoviiig obitacles that migjht croft us^Dii labori- 
by granting that final fuccefs which dependeth on his.Je^^^^'IJ"** 
{Aealuve, he doth coi&r them on us; our haild commonly Judg.vi. 
k God's land, by which he jircMrketh good,, and VGOchekhl kings v. 
out benefits to us; govem^g and wielding it as he^- 

pfeafeA. r-^'^' 

God indnod could not well proceed otherwife in di& 
penfing his favours to us ; not well, I fay 5 that is, not 
widiaut fubverting the method of things which himfelf 
hadftk eOakii&siiy not without flighting, and voiding his 
arm 6t& bounty,, or redderingr th^ coni^dn gifts of i^Lture 
(oorneafon^ our ieafes, our a^v^ powers) vain and ufe^ 
lefs ; not without making us incapable of any praife, or 
any zewasd *, which fuppofe works achieved by our ear- 
neft endeavour; not without depriving us of that fweetdl 

> Kai .Tint t^MAA-tf koft^Wf t99- fur^ifj il ro 9ra9 f^iXXiir tf^v^eu trii Off. 
Cirjf, in Ej^ii,Qrai. ^ 

B4 
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t €flnduflry in getter ah 

-»..... • 

SERM. content, which fpringeth from enjoying the fruit of ouf 

^' labour. 

Hence it is, that whatever in holy Scripture is called 
the gift of God, is otherwhile affirmed to be the effeft of 
induftry ; it being the ufeful condition upon which, and 
the inftrttment whereby divine Providence conveyeth good 
things to us ^ : what God faid to Jofhua, doth imidy the 
Jofti. i. 7. general method of his proceeding. Only he ihoujirong and 
courageous — that thou mayeji pro/per wkiiherfoever thou 
goefu 

Hence whatever we are direfted to pray for, we are 
alfo exhorted to work for > ; declaring thereby, that we are 
ferioiis in our devotion, and do not mock God, aikmg that 
of him, which we deem not worth our pains to acquire* 
It was well faid of Cato in Salluft, Figilando, agendo^ bene 
confulendoy profpere omnia cedunt : ubi/ocordice te atque 
ignavi(se tradideris, nequicquam Deos implores ; iraii, in^ 
fe/iiqiie funt. We* are bid to pray even for our daily- 
bread, yet we may ftarve if we do not work for it ; and in 
St. Paul's judgment deferve to do fo. 

Hence we are bound to thank God for all thofe things^ 
for the want of which we muft thank ourfelves, and con- 
demn our own floth. 

Hence, although we fliould caft our care on God, and 
rely on his providence, being *folicitous for nothing; yet 
we muft not fo truft him, as to tempt him, by neglecting 
the means, which he doth offer, of relieving ourfelves 5 to 
be prefumptuoufly flothful being no lefs blameabk, than 
to be diftruftfully careful. 

Hence God in all fuch cafes, when we. do need any- 
good thing, is faid to be our helper and fuccoiirer to tte 
obtaining it ; which doth imply that we muft cooperate 
with him, and join our forces to thofe which he Aokh. af- 

*' ** Xlifi Ixtiva fitZXkop fi '4'V)^fi 'SiMtireUf v«i^ tSf i»afu* iti^ nra xmi iri*»vg &A*^ 
fuJ^if' i^ri^ otKuSfVou a»T^ rawniv fiuXefiUvog. Chryf. in Jok, Or, 36. 

Xiii€y vt^opiMiv ru hxaivf hfMis rt^avvv. Chryf, Tom, Or, 28. 

i Xvris n ytry ^^wv, iTra v^s dtv; »«Xi«. Cato apud Sal, in heUo Catil, 
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Of IniuftHry in general. 9 

ford ; lb that as we can do notliing withoat him^ fo he S£RM. 
will do nothing without us ; yea, fo that fometime we are I^* 
faid alio to help God j Curfe ye Meroz^ curfe ye^ ii//er/yja^^ v. aa. 
the inhahiiants thereof; hecaufe they came not to the help^^^^- iJ^x^^- 
of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againfi the mighty. ^ Conxii. ' 
If ever Grod doth perform all without human labour con- ^^q^^^^ 
fpiring, it is only in behalf of thofe who are ready to doxiv. 11 
their beft^ but xmable to do any thing, being overpowered 
by the infuperable difficulty of things ; but he never doth 
aft miracles^ or control nature; he never doth ftretch 
forth his arm^ or interpofe fpecial power in favour of wil- 
ful and afled^d Hazards. 

In fine, it is very phun both in common experience, de- 
claring the courfe of providence, and in holy Scripture, 
expreffing God's intention, that Almighty God doth hold . 
forth all good things as the prizes and recompences of 
our vigilant care, and painful endeavour; as by furveying 
particulars we may clearly difcem. 
• .Nothing is more grateful to men, ihsLn profperous fuc' 
cefs in their undertakings, whereby they attain their ends, 
jatisfy their defires, fave their pains, and come off with 
eredit; this commonly is the effe& of induftry^, (which 
commandeth fortune, to which all things fubmit and 
ferve,) and fcarce ever is found without it : an induflrious 
perfon, who as iiich is not apt to attempt things impoifi- 
ble or unpra&icaUe, can hardly fail of compaffing his de- 
figns, becaufe he will apply all means requifite, and bend 
all his forces thereto; ftrivihg to break through all diffi- 
culties, and to fubdue all oppofitions thwarting his piu*- 
pofes : but nothing of worth' or weight can be achieved 
with . half Si mind, with a faint heart, with a lame endea- 
vour t any. enterprife undertaken without refolution, ma- 
naged without care, profecuted without vigour, will eafily 
be daflied and prove abortive, ending in difappointment, 
damage, difgraice, and diflatisfaftion : fo the Wife Man 
doth afliure lis 5 The foul, faith he, ofthefluggard defireth, Prov.xiii.4. 



^ Tm l^n/ciktutf wtirra KXa ySynrtu. AntipJu 
. i^Qodcanqae iippenyit fibi aniqiui, pbtiniiit, &c. Sat* dt Ira, it. i^« 
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SERM. Md kaih mthing ; hut the foul of the diligent Jkall b$ 
^* made fat : the one pineth away with inefie£tual and fruit-- 
Prov. xxu ^^^ defires ; the Qther'thriveth upoB fkdBhBion in profpe^ 
26. rpus fuccds. 

Pror. XV. Plendftd aocommodations for our fuftenance and conve- 

^^' nienee all men will agree to be very defirable; and tbefe 

Pr. ixv. 9, are md^ the blefSfig« of him^ who vifiieth the earth and 

enrkhetf^ it) who m'^^umeth the ^ar with his goodnefi^ 

and whofe clouds dnp fatnefs; but they are fo difpenfed 

by heaven^ that induihy muft concur therewith in deriv- 

ProT. xii. ing them to ug^ andflpth will debajr us of them ; for he, 

Prov. xxi. ^^* ^^® ^^^y Oracle, that tilleth his knd,Jhall befatisfied 

5. ' with breaii; and the iheughts of the dUigent alone tend to 

ucx.}"* pl^nteoufnef$ ; but the Jbiggatd Jh^ll leg in harv^, and 

Prov. XX. have mthing) and the idle foul Jkall fuffer hfSanger. 

Wealt^i id that, which generally men of all, things are 

^oixt to alfe^l atid cweX with moil ardent defire, as tJie 

great ftorehoufe of their need& and convcnienees, the fiam 

bulw^fk of th^ir^ftate and dignity; the univerlal inftru-- 

v^eax of eompaffing their defigna and pleaftires ; and m0ft 

evident it is, that in the natural courfe of things, induflry 

is the way to acquiiie it, to &cu]>e it> toi improtve a^d en-» 

ki^ it; the which couarfe purfiied innocently and mo-» 

deftly, Ood will be ib iea firom obflm£Bn£^ that he will 

further and bfefs it ; for that indeed it wioukl be a flaw ia 

provideni^ if honelb induftry, ufing the measts it affoisdt-r 

eth, fhould &il pf pvocuving a (competency ; whida jcHoed 

wjth a pioQS o€Hiteiitedne&,^ in S%. I^uii^s computation, ia 

iTim. vi. g^^ wealth. W'hea«fore though Solomon teUeda ms^ 

Prov XV ****^ '^ ^hff^S' ^f ^f^I^rd is that which maietk rich) 

16. X. 12. yet doth he not foiget ov ctetradi^t him&l^ when he/aifiar 

s chron. ^^^ affirm, that the hand of the diligent maheiknuA ; aaui 

xxix. 12. that he who gatheffeth by bahour Jkall incifeafe; becaaxfa 

,9. ' * God' bleflejbiL' the inc^ulhious, and by his^ own< hand,, as. the 

Prov. X. 4. Hioft proper ihftmment, maketh hittb ricdi. Whea idle 

Xlll. 11* ■, , 

Eccief. VI. Preacher &id. There is a man to whom God hath gi&ea 
St. Paul ex'^^^^^ ^^ wealthy he knew well enough what man it was, 
horteth to to whom God ^veth them ; and that fluggaiids were not 
r/K fit objefts^of that libemUty: for he hadoWerved it to be 
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thdr dx>om tobe poor and l)egg&rly^ their nature to waAe SERM. 
and embezzle an eftate : he could aflure us, that drotufinefs ^' 
JhaU clothe a n^tm tvith rags ; he cpuld propound it as B.im i^nMt 
<:ertain o)>fervation, tbiit he who isjlothfid in his tuork, «f?J^cfi1v?' 
hf other to a great wqfUr; pr that want of induftry inour ii. 
bufinefs will no lefa impair our eftate, than prodigality it- ^ [? xviiL 9. 
felf ; he could more than once ^am the (lothfiil, that if 
he did Jleep on, or perfift in his flug^ih way, indigency Prov« z. 4. 
WOQI4 furprife and feize qd him with an infupportable vio- 
lence : So, iaith he,Jh^l thy poverty come as one that tra- ProT.yi.ii. 
t)ellethj and thy tvnn$ as an firmed man. ***^* ^*' 

Afiod^T darling pf human affe£tiop (and a jewel indeed 
of c&p&d&tahh wprtl^ and ufe in our life) is honour, or re- 
putation am<»ig men : this alio plainly, after the common 
reafon and courfe of things, is purchafed and pre&rved 
by indufiiy : for he that afpiieth to worthy dungs, and 
aflayeth laudabile defigns, purfuing them fteadily w?th fe- 
mm application of heart, and refoAute activity, will rarely 
fail of gc9p4 fuccefs, and cpnfequently will not mifs ho- 
nour, wl^ch ever doth crown vidory; and if he ihpuld 
hap to fail in his defign, yet he will not lofe his credit; 
for having meant well, and done his beft, all will be ready 
to excufe, many to commend him; the very qualities 
whicti iadoftry doth e^cercife, and the efie£b which it doth 1 Chion. 
pro^uce^ to b^t honour, ^s b^ng ornaments of oiu* per- SS^.* "ig, 
fon and ibite. God blmfelf (from whom honowr cometh, ^^i^c^y. 
find whpfe fpecial prerogative it is to beflow it, he, as^^* 
£i]^ of the world, being the fountain of hqnour) vrill be 
conpfarn^ tp dignify an induftrious management of his 
gifts with that natmra) and proper recompence thereof; 
ccm^u^ipg him who fiurly treadeth in the path of honour, 
that he (^^ &f0ly arrive unto it. It is therefore a matter 
of eafy obferyi^tion, which the wife Prince doth pron^ipt us 
to mark; S^ ihou a man dUigent in his bufinefs 9 A^Prov.sziL 
JhaU JUmd l^^e kings ; he JhaU not Jiand before "mean ^^' 
ffm : that is, diligence, as it b the faizeft, fo it is the 
fureft ^yay tp the bell preferment : as it quaHfieth a man 
for employment, and rendereth him ufefiil to the world, 
fo it will propure worthy em^oyment for li9n> and attract 
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SERM, the world to him; as the fame great author agjun doth 
^' aflert; The handy faith he, of the diligent Jkall bear rule^, 
Prov. xij. yea, fo honourable a thing is induftry itfelf, tibat an exer- 
**• cife thereof in the meaneft rank is produftive of cft^em, as 

Prov. XX vii. the Wife Man again doth obfenre and tell us; He that 
H)t' puxa^nt^^^^^^^ o« his mofier (that is, with diligence attendeth on 
r;* Vm^w the bufinefs committed to him) Jhall be honoured. 
»«V«r«i. ' No induftrious man is contemptible; for he is ever 
looked upon as being in a way of thriving, of working 
himfelf out from any ftraits, of advancing himfelf into a 
better condition. But without induftry we cannot expeft 
any thing but difrefpe^, (hame, and reproach, which are 
-the certain portion of the Hothful; he not having the 
heart to enterprife or the refolution tod patience to achieve 
any thing deferving regard, or apt to procure it; he want- 
ing all the ornaments and good fruits that grow from in- 
duftry; he being only fit for a fordid and fervile condi* 
Prov. xii. tion ; whence the flothful, faith Solomon, ^U he under 
Itxiw^ /rii'tttef and. He that fleepeth in harve/i, is a fon that 
%99fnu\f cat^th Jkame; he caufeth it to his relations by his beg- 
Provfx! 5. *g*riy accoutrements, he caufeth it much more to himfelf 
by his defpicable faultinefs, and by the difgracefiil confe- 
qiiences of it. 

Another yet more precious good, far furpaffing all ex- 
ternal advantages of our ftate; the which in the judgment 
of him who (together with it having a full pofleffion of 
all fecular profperity, wealth, dignity, and power) was 
Prov. viii. ;beft able to prize it, is better than rubies^ and incompara^ 
is! 1". 7. ' Wy doth excel all things that may be defiredy as ennobling. 
Job ixviii. enrichmg, and embeUifhing our better part : wifdoin, I 
mean, or a good comprehenfion, and right judgment about 
matters of higheft importance to us, is the prize of in- 
duftry, and not to be gained without it ; nature conferreth 
little thereto \ fortune contributeth much lefs ; it cannot 
Ji>b xxviii. be bought at any rate ; It cannot y faith Job, be gotten for 
gold, neither Jhall fiver be weighed for the price thereof; 
it cannot be valued with the gold ofOphir, with the pre- 

* N«c rude quid profit video ingenium. Hor, it Artt Poet, 



16, 16. 
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Aous onyxj or the fapphire; it is the offspring of watchful SERM. 
obfervation and experience^ of ferious meditation and ftu- ^' 
dy; of careful reflection on things^ marking, comparing, 
and weighing their nature, their worth, their tendencies 
s^id confequences ; thefe are needful to the getting of wif- 
dom, becaufe truth, which it feeketh, commonly doth not 
lie in tbe fur&ce, obvious to a fuperficial glance, nor only 
dependeth on a Ample confideraUon of few things ; but is 
lodged deep in the bowels of things, and under a knotty 
complication of various matters ; fo that we muft dig to 
come at it, and labour ui imfolding it : nor is it an eafy 
talk to void the prejudices fpringing from inclination or 
temper, from education or cuilom, from paifion and inte- 
refl, which cloud the mind, and obftrudt the attainment of 
wifdom. . 

If we will have it, we muft get it as Splomon himfelf 
did, that great mafter of it. How was that ? I gave, faith Ecclef. i. 
he, my heart to kn^w wifdom. He who made it his op- \ Kin^iiL 
tion and choice before all things; who fo eameftly and fo^.jJ- '^• 
happily did pray for it; upon whom it is fo exprefslyai. iz. ir* 
laid, that God in a fpecial manner and plentiful meafure^j^^^^^' "• 
did beftow it; who averreth God to be the fole donor of Jam. 1.5. 
it, (for. The Lard, fsiih he, giveth wifdom, out of his mouthl^mw, il. «. 
Cometh knowledge -and under/ianding ;) yet even he did 
firft give his heart to it, before it was given into his heart: 
he did not only gape for it, to receive it by mere infufion ; 
but he worked and ftudied hard for it. He was indeed a 
great ftudent, an inquifitive fearcher into nature, a curious 
obferver of the world, a profound confiderer and comparer 
of things ; and by that indv^rious courfe, promoted by 
divine bleifing, he did arrive to that great ftock of fo re- 
nowned a wifdom. 

And the fame method it is which he prefcribeth to us 
for getting it; exhorting us, that we incline our ear unto Pwy, u. 2, 
ud/Uom, and apply our heart to underjianding ; that we^'^* 
cry after knowledge, and lift up our voice for underjiand- 
ing 5 that we feeh her as fdver, and fearch for her as for 
hid treafures } in following which courfe he doth aflure 
us of good fuccefs ; for then, faith he, Jhalt thou under- 
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SERM.T^P^^^ tfi^fedr of the Ijordy and find the knowledge of God/ 

, L. which is the head or chief palrt of wifdom ; arid Bleffed^* 

Prov viii ^^^^ ^^ again, in the perfon* and place of wifilom itfelf, tV 

84,35. the man that hedreth me, watching daily at my gates, 

waiting at the pqfts of my doors; for he that findeth mcf 

findeth life, dndjhall obtain favour of the Lord, It is the* 

way he fiippofeth of finding wifdom, to watcli afli Aibufly/ 

to wait diligently tipoh the means of attaining her; and* 

how infallible the acqiiift of her is thereby, (he doth again 

Prov. viii. by hi^ mouth thus acqumnt us ; I love them that love 

J^:. . me, and thofe that feek me ecirly fhall find me; ahd^e, 

la, 13, a4. faith his imitator, is eafily feen of them that love her, and 

found offuch as feek her ; whofo feeketh her early ^ fitalt 

have no great travel, for he fhall find her fitting dt his 

doors. 

This indeed is the only way; idlenefs is riot Capable of 
fo rich and noble a pcir6hafe : a flothful peHbri may be* 
conbeited, yea rieed^ mtift be fo ; but he can never hd 
Prov. XXVI. ^^^ • '^Jl'^SS^^y i?!Lih Solomon, is wifer in his own con- 
*^' cetV, than f even men that can render a redfon. This coii- 

Ceii of wifdom is a natural iflue of his ignorance ; and it- 
is indeed no fmall part of his foUy, that he doth not per- 
ceive it ; being no lefs ftupid in reflediori on his own 
mihd, than in confidering other matters : being always iri' 
a flumber, he will ofteii fell into fuch pleafant dreams ;• 
arid ria wonder that he fliould prefume upon abundance oi^ 
knowledge, who not lifting to take any pains in thfe fearch' 
Of difcuffion of things, doth fnatch the flrft appearances,' 
(3oth embrace every fuggeftion of hx» fancy, every conceit' 
Ratifying his humour, for truth. 

What fliould I fpeak of learmng, or the knowledge of 
various things, tranfcending vulgar appfehenfion ? Who 
knoweth not that we cJannot otherwife reach any part of 
that, than by affiduous ftudy arid contenlplatibri } Who' 
doth riot find that all the power in the world is not able 
to command, nor all the wealth of the Indies to purchafe, 
brie notion ? Who can be ignorant, that no wit alone, ot 
ftrength of parts can fiiffice, without great induftry, to 
friame any fcience, to learn any one tongue, to know the' 
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hiftory of nature or of Prchddence ? it is certainly by S£RM« 
Horaces methods. ^* 

Molta tulity fecitqae jnitt,— — 
by muck exercife and endurance of pains^ that any one 
can arrive to the mark of being teamed or ikilful in any 
fort of knowledge. 

BuA £aartfaer yet^ Virtue^, the nobleA endowment and 
ridJueft pcdTeffion whereof man is capable; the glory of 
OQF Botnre^ the beauty of our foul, the goodUeft ornament 
juad the firmeft fupport of our life ^ ; that alfo is the fruit 
and blcffing of induftry ; that of aU thkigs moft indifpen-^ 
iably doth need asid require it. It doth not grow in ni 
by nature, nor befall us by fortune ; for nature is fo fan* 
£rou£ producii^ it> that it yieldeth mighty obAacles and 
refiftances to its birth, there being in the beft difpofitionii 
m»eh: averfenefs from good, and great proneneis to evil} 
fortniie: doth not further its acqmfis, but caileth in rafo(i 
and' hinfeances. thereto, every conation prefenting its al<J 
kvcflEDcaits, or its affirightments from it; all things within 
us and: about us con^re to render its produ&ion and if^ 
psaiBice labonoos* 

It is ('tis true) a< gift of heaven, and cannot be obtained 

Without a fpecial influence of divine grace ; but it is ^ven 

as childt^n are, (of ^Hom it is faid, Lo, children are a;iPfal. 

heritage of the Lordyond ihe fruit of the tuomi is his r^-»^"^"* '' 

nmrdy) not without, fore travail- and labour of the mother^ 

notwiihout grievous difficulty and- pangs in the birth. In 

out converfion to^ embrace virtue God doth guide us 5 but 

to what? tO/fit flill? No, to walk, to run in his ways 4 

€hsace dbtii mover usy but whereto ? to do nothing ? No, 

fent to'ftir, and a& vigorottfly; The hoUf Spirit doth kelp Rom, v\iU 

«ttr iTifirmities : but how could it help them, if We did^^ji^J£*^^] 

not conjoin our beft, though weak, endeavours with itsWc^*"'*^ 

.^_ ,1,. a, >i Rom. 11. 10. 

operatsLOus ? To what doth it <rtiMevriAa/^6diveiy, or co^imp Aas x. ds. 

• S €koi CQpk optatam curfa cotitlngere metam, 

M«lta tiilit, fecftque paer, fudarlt ec alfit. H6r» de Aft, IPoit. 
*" ^ tMfut xmxie^ fi$&*nf T^ h ^jry foyxikX^^arai ^ivot, Ckryf. in Joh. Or, 3$, 
Imkm fCti yk^ nvvHttaxrvfi i^i^ ^i triiv 9cUof xrartu, Setirie ProvU, 3. 
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SERM. us, huitojirive againji Jin^ to work righteoufnefs^ to per- 
^' form duty with eameft intention of mind, and laborious 
aftivity ? Godj ialxh St. Chryfoftom, Hath parted virtue 
with uSf and neither hath left all to be in us, left wejhoidd 
he elated to pride, nor himfelf hath takers all, left wejhould 
decline to Jloth i. 

' Indeed the very nature and efience of idrtue doth confift 
in the moft difficult and painful efforts of foul ; in the ex- 
ti^ating rooted prejudices and notions from our under- 
lianding; in bending a ftiff will, and refkifying crooked 
inclinations; in overruling a rebellious temper; in curb- 
ing eager and importunate appetites ; in taming wild paf- 
fions ; in withftanding violent temptations ; in furmount- 
ing many difficulties, and fuftaining many troubles; in 
ftruggling with various unruly lufts within, and encoim- 
tering. many flout enemies abroad, which aflaidt our rear 
fon, and war againft our foul : in fuch 6xercifes its very 
being lieth; its birth, its growth, its fubfiflence dependeth 
on them; fo that fix>m any difcontinuanoe or reitiif&on of 
them it would foon decay, languifh away, and peri£h» 

What attention, what circumfpe£Uon, and vi^lancy of 
mind, what intention of fpirit, what force of refohition, 
what command and care over ourfelves doth it require,, to 
keep our hearts from vain thoughts and evil defire^; to 
guard our tongue from wanton, unjuft, uncharitable dif- 
courfe ; to order our fleps uprightly and fleadily in all the 
Chiyf. in paths of duty? Kai rl oux Irnroyoy t«v t^j «pfT^f ; and what, 
4oh. Or. 36.3^5 St^ Chryfoflom afketh, of all things belonging ta vtrttte 
is not laborious P It is no finall tafk to know it,. wheie«i 
it confifleth, and what it demandeth of us; it is a far more 
painful thing to conform our practice unto its rutes and 
diftates, . ., , , 

7t« ftM %U a9rawMV iwm^ftt^, oSrt rnvrig t* «r£y fX«Cfv, ?»« fithut f^MfiU^^ imt^ 
mkiwf»tf* &XX\ &c. Chryf, Tom, 5. Or, 28. 

nXtut^ttrcw aSk fi iw^t9 ;c«g« M rn fih ^wuU^^ttrm ira^y4tur' Sp^ &XX* 
Ixd^ri^ ^yyttuifi^^m iTfM^xei, rrv^y t$ ht^^trttimv^ tut) ^ ^ik 'mtrtttt iipm^f 
tta^KWtiv ^vfifAm^tM us riXiwft* a^tins* Baf, Cwjt^ Mw. cap. 15, 
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If travelling in a rough way^; if climbing up a fteep SERM. 
hill I if combating ftem foes, and fighting (harp battles \ L. 
if crofBng the grain of our nature and defires ; if conti- "~~—- 
nually holding a ftrift rein over all our parts and powers, 
be things of labour and trouble, then greatly fuch is the 
pra6^ce of virtue. 

Indeed each virtue hath its peculiar ^fficulty, needing 
much labour to mafter it : Faith is called ifyov jpl^tcosy the 1 Thef. i. 3. 
work of faith; and it is no fuch eafy work, as may bej,, "'' 
imagined, to bring our hearts unto a thorough perfuafionJ<>hnvi.a9. 
about truths croffing our fenfiial conceits, and controling 
our peevifli humours ; unto a perfeft fubmifGon of our 
undetftanditig, and refignation of our will to whatever 
God teacheth or prefcribeth ; to a firm refolution of ad- 
hermg to that profeiBon, which exafteth of us fo much 
pains, and expofeth us to fo many troubles. 

Charity is alfo a laborious exercife of many good works; 
and he that will praftife it, muft in divers' ways labour 
hardly; he muft labour in voiding from his foul many 
difpofitions deeply radicated therein by nature, opinion, 
and cuftom ; envy, frowardnefs, ftubbomnefs, perverfe and 
vain felfiflmefs; from whence wrath, revenge, fpite, and 
malice do fpring forth. He muft labour in effeftual per- 
formi^ce of all good offices, and in catching all occafiorisGal.vi.io. 
of doing good; he muft exert that xoWoy a-yawij?, that labour nchX\!io, 
of love, whereof St. Paul doth fpeak; he muft (as that Eg*, iv. as. 
holy Apoftle direfteth, not only in precept, but by his 
own practice) work with his own hands, that he may 
fupply the wants of hi^ neighbour. 

Hope itfelf (which one would think, when grounded *A«x#»n. 
weD, (hould be a no lefs eafy than pleafant duty) dothHeb.vi.19. 
need much labour to preferve it fafe, ftraiffht, and ftable, 1 Thef. i. 3. 

t J v-11 c • it* . Heb. 31.36. 

among the many waves and billows ot temptation allaying Hcb.vi. 1 1. 
tofliakc and fubvert it; whencfe a patience of hope is re'-'^J^^'^^** 
commended to' us ; , and we fo often are exhorted to hold Heb. iii. e, 
it &ft, to keep it fure, firm, and unftiaken to the end. ' ^^Pet. i. 10, 

VOL. Ill, C 
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,5ERM. Temperance alfo furely demandeth no fmall pams ™^; it 
L. ' being no flight bufinefs to check pur greedy appetites^ to 
•• fliun iht enticements of ,pleafurei, to efcape the &ares of 

company and example, to fupport the lU-will and re- 
proaches of thofe a^ealots and bigots for vice, who cannot^ 
tolerate any nonconformity to their extravagances; but, 

1 Pet. iv, 4. as St. Peter doth e^qprefs it, ilwnk it Jbrange^ if others do 
. not run^ with them to the fame excefs ofriot,J^eaking ill <f 
tliJBntfor it. 
: ' J What (bould I fpeak of meeknefs, of patience^ of humi- 
lity, of conteptednefs ? Is it not manifeft how l^tborioiis 
thofe virtues are, and what pains are neceflary in the pb* 
. twining, in the exercife of them ? what pains, I iay, they 
require in the -vQidance. of fond conceits, in the fuppreffion 
of firoward humoucB, in the quelling fierce paflions, in the 
brooking grievous croiles and adverfities, in the bearing 
heinous iiyuries and affronts ] 

Thus doth all virtue require much induftiy, and it there- 
fore neceffarily muft itfelf be a great virtue^ which is the 
mother, the nurfe, the guardian of all virtues ; yea, which 
indeed is an ingrediait and conftitutive part of every vir- 
tue; for if virtue were eafily obtainable or pra^cable 
Vithout a good meafure of pains, how could it be virtue ? 
what excellency could it have, what praife couLd it cl^um^ 
what reward could it e^pe£i: ? God hath indeed made the 
beft things not eafily obtainable, hath fet them high out 
of our reach, to exercife our induftry in getting them, Aat 
we might raife up ourfelves to them, that being obtained, 
they may the more deferve our efleem, and his reward. • 
I^aftly^ Tbe^ fov^gii good, the laft fcop^ of our aftions, 
the top and fum of our defires, happinefs itfelf, or etern^ 
life in perfeft refl, joy, and glory ; although it be the fur 

!tbm.vi.23.premegift; of God, and fpecial boon of divine grace, {ro tl 

Eph.ii.s. ;^ipicfwe T»5 0so5, JStt/, faith St. Paul, the gift qf Gqd'^^ 

grace is etefnal life;) yet it alfo ty God hipafelf is de- 

; clared to be the refult ^nd reward of induftry | jpr we ^xp 



^ttXiW99 fuv 7M >uu Wirwnf, Plat, tU ttep» a. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Oflnduftry In general. 19 

commanded to work out our falvation with fear and trem- SERM. 
bltngy and to give diligence in making our calling and . * 
eleAionfure^ by virtuous prance ; and God^ fidth St. Paul, Phil. u. la, 
will render to ei)erjf maii ctcdordli^g ia his works ; to them ^^ V: *^' 
who, by patient continuance in well doingy feek glory ^ and it 10. vi. ' 

honoury and immortality, eternal life; and, in the clofe of^^* ' 

God's book, it is proclaimed, as a truth of greateft mo- 
ment, and fpecial p^t of Gdd's will, BUffed Are they that Rer. xni. 
do his commandments^ that they may have right to the /^^Heb. xu. 
(flife* It is plainly induftry, which climbeth the holy««- 
mount ; it is induftry, which taketh the kingdom of heaven it. ' ' 
ly force*, it is induftry^ wjkich fo runneth as to obtain the * ^'- '*• 
prise, which fa fighteth ad to tec^me the crovm^ Whick fo jam, i. la. 
watcheth as to fecure our.eve^Wling intereft to us. 4a!«vria'. 

Thus do the choiceft good things, of which we aJfeLukexii. 
eftpftblib, fpring fttwi induftry^ or dq>ehd u|)on it^ khi no '^^^,112.3. 
confidemMe good eaU be attdned without it : thus all the 
gifts of Ood are by it contfeyed to us, bt* are renderecl m 
efibft bealefidal to tis ; for the gifits of nature are but ca- 
padti^, which it imprdVeth 5 the gifts of fortuiip or pro- 
vidence axe but inibruitienU, which it employBth to oiir 
•ufe; the gpfu ef grace are the fupports and iuccoiirs of 
it J aad the very gift <rf glory is its fruit and recompfence. 

ThCTfif aie- £atdier feveral other material cohfiderations 
arid weighty fiibtives to the praftice of this duty, which 
Biedifation hadl fugg^fted to me ; but thefe, in regard to 
your patience, muft fuffice at prefent ; the other (together 
witbr a» Mp^icoAoA propisr to our condition and calling) 
h^ii% refeWiMl to ittidth^r occafiom 
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SERMON LI. 

OF INDUSTRY IN GENERAL, 

EccLSS. ix. 10. 

Whatfoever thy handjindeth to do, do it with all thy 
might. 

SERM. Industry, wWch the divine Preacher in this text ,re- 
^^' commendeth to us, is a virtue of a very diffufive nature 
and influence ; ftretching itfelf thirov^h all pur affairs, anj^ 
twifting itfelf with every concern vi^e have^ fo that no 
bufinefs can be well managed, no deSgn accompUifaed, no 
good obtained without it: it therefore . behoveth us to 
conceive a high opinion of it, and to inure our fouls to 
the practice of it, upon all occafions : in furtherance of 
which purpofes I formerly, not long fince, did propound 
feveral motives and inducements; and now proceeding 
on, ftiall reprefent divers other confiderations ferviceable 
to the fame end. 

I, We may confider that induftry is prpduflive of eafe 
itfelf, and preventive of trouble : it was no lefs folidly, 
than acutely and fmartly advifed by the philofopher Cra- 
tes*, Whether y faid heydalour be to he chofen, labour ^ or 
whether it be to be efchewed, labour, that thou mayefi not 
labour ; for by not labouring^ labour is not efcaped, but is 
rather purfued f and St. Chryfoftom^ doth upon the fame 
ponlideration urge indufiry, becaufe Sloth, fai^ \ie, is wont 

• tSy atfirif a wiwts, iriMf tfrt f tv»r«r, trim, 7m fth ir*vf$* M yA^ rtf f»n ir«r 
9«9 •it fti.y%rmt Mfy rtf il Imvrif ^ im*trm, Cratfi, Bp, 4. 

*> 'M ifyim ^ta^^i^m n/tSit At^t, futi w$Kin wtt^x^ ^** **»*'• ^KXf* ^ /^« 
Orai. 36. 
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Oftnduftry in general. %x 

iojpoil us, and to yield us muck pain. No man can cozen SERM. 
nature, efcaping the labour to which he was bom; but ^^* 
rather attempting it, will delude himfelf, then finding 
moft, when he fhimneth all labour. 

Sloth indeed doth affeft eafe and quiet, but by affeft- 
ing them dbtfi lofe them; it hateth labour and trouble, 
but by hating them doth incur them j it is a felf-deftroy- 
mg vice, not fuilering thofe who cherilh it to be idle, but 
creating much work, and multiplying pains imto them ; 
enga^ng them into divers ' neceffities and ftraits, which 
they cannot fupport with eafe, and out of which, without 
extreme trouble, they cannot extricate themfelves : of this 
the Preacher doth afford us a plain .inftan^e; By much^cUtx. 
Jlothftdnefs, faith he, the building decayeth, and through 
idlene/s of the hands the houfe droppeth through. A little 
care taken at firft about repairing the houfe, would have 
faved its decay and ruin, and confequently the vaft charge 
ani trouble, becoming needful to re-edify it : and the like 
doth happen in moft other cafes and occurrences of life: 
idlenefs commonly doth let flip opportunities and advan- 
tages, which cannot with eafe be retrieved; it letteth 
things fall into a bad cafe, out of which they can hardly 
be recovered. 

The certain confequences of it (dilgrace, penury, want 
of experience, difobliging and lofing friends, with all the 
lie 4nifchiefs) cannot be fupported without much dif- 
quiet; and they difable a man from redreffing the inOon- 
venieiices into which he is plunged. 

But induflry, by a little voluntary labour taken in due 
place and feafon, doth fave much neceflary labour after- 
ward, and by moderate cafe doth prevent intolerable dif- 
trefs^; anH the fruits oip it (Wealth, reputation, fldll,^d 
dexterity in affairs, friendfliips, all adyanyiges of fortune) 
do'eimble a man to pafs his life with grekt eafe, comfort, 
and delight. 

2. ln^\j&rf dot]^ beget eafe, by procuring good habits, 
and facility of ading tfaiags expedient for us to do. By 
taldng pains to-<fa,y we {hall need lefs pdns to-morrow.; . 
and by continuing the exercife, within a while we fh^l 

C3 
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Z% Of Induflty it^ ^er^al^ 

SERM. need no pains at all, but perfp^;^ t^e mfA dj^ul* ^| 
^h of duty, ox' of bene^ tp us, with perffdi ^^fe, ypa cpfR-» 

in<^^.^i^h great {»lej^i]^ 

hard and irkfome (as to rif|^ earlyj toehold cV>j(e. t$^ flf^4y 
or bufinefs, to bear fome har^ihip) will, |pe n^|u^ ^d 
fweet} af proce^c^e frpqci piq^her n^ti|ur^ P^^ >P us^ 
. by ufe.. 

lnd\]ftry doth br^ aflui^ce {^\d coum^, need^^ ^ 
the updertaking and profecutipn( of all necf^Qlary b^ifii^A 
6r for the perfo^ance of b}1 duties inc\ax]iJ;H»t on us. 

Np man can quite decline buifin^fs, or difei^ga^ hi^^ 
frojn duty, \^ithout injGnite dainage and mif^lpji^ acaw^£( 
tp hunfdlf: but thefe en Indufhioiia iwx (cqyifidywg i/f 
. this edacious quality) ynSi let \ipou with ah^rityi and 
di^s^ch with faci^ty, h^s diligence yol<Un|; pb^i^sles, a^^ 
fmoothing the way tp hiiQ; whenas idle^^ft, ^n^^V ^9W^ 
difficulties, and fancying m(^, fppn difhe^^tei^e^ wd 
cayj(eth a man to defift from s^on, rathe^ chof^pg t^ 
crpuph under the buijden, than by ^ndeavpijir to carry i^ 
throyghji to difcharge lum^ thereof: if^^ence^ as to an 
induftrioiis man things feeming difficult wi]]^ pioye ^afyj ^ 
to a (lothful perioo the eaiieft things will afipeaf impofi^r 
bie;- according to Solomon's obfervation: Th^ wqsfj ^^' 
he, of ajlothful man is an hed^e (f thorns,, kui the fMiy 
of the upright is made plain^; whjpr^s ^ ^thfujl i^a^, be* 
ing apt to neg^ed his obligations, is oppoied to aA upstg^ 
man^ who hath a cpn{bionable regard to th^p^ and is 
willing to take pains in the <^fqhai;ge of. theio : fa it is 
declared, that to the pji^ the way is rough and thorny, to 
the pther beaten a^d ^}(p0dite. 

And ag£u^,. Thq Jlothful man, laith h^ ^^fiB/^ There 
is a liofi u^ithoutjIJhqllb^Jlain i^ thejireets^ : ht^ is v^ 
apt to conceit, or to pretend igiaginary diiBciiltieft ^nd 
hazards,^ and thence to be deterred fron^ jgping about ^ 

Miff Utirmi mXttnfm^ fff tiff mi. 
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Buflnefii^ or dobg hk doty. ThU conAdcsradon St. Cluy- SERM. 
foftom doth fropott, exdting to m eamcft purfuit of vir- J^* - 
tue; becacdfey There is, fidth he^ nothing Jo eafyy which our 
great flotk doth not reprefint very grievous and burden- 
JbmA; noihkig fo palnfvl and difficult, which diligence atid 
wiUingnefs do notjhew to te very eajif ^ 
' 3. We may confide that induftry will, fweeten all Ovtr 
tajoyments, and feafbn them with a grateful relifli; for 
as no man can well enjoy himftlf^ or find found content 
in an^ things while bi:£nefs or duty lie unfiniihed on his 
band; To when he hath done his beft toward the £fpatch 
of his vfoAi, he will then comfortably take his. edfe> and 
enjoy his plealbrei then his fpod doth tafte (avoiuilyy 
tih^n Us divettifements and recreations have a Kvely guft'* 
fu]nefs> tliett his fleep is very found and pleaiant> accord- 
ing to Aat of the Preacher^ Thejleep of a labouring man^ccM. t. 
isfweet. \^^U6x.v. 

4. Efpedally thofe acc<Mnmodations prove mo(t delight- 
ful^ which our induftry hath procured to u^ ; we looking 
on them with a fpecial tendemefs of aiTedion^ as on the 
ddbhnen of our endeavour ; we being fenfible at what cofts 
of care and pain we did purchafe thetti. ^ If a man get- 
Mh wealth by fraud or violence^ if he ri(e6i to prefer- 
ment by flattery^ detractions or any bad arts^ he caJa, never 
tafte any good favour^ or find found comfort in themj 
and from what cometh merely by chance^ as tltere is no 
commendation due> fo much fatisfe^on will not arife. It 
is the Wife Man's .obfervation^ The Jloihfiil man roqfteth Pro?. xii» 
not that which he took in hunting, and therefore it cannot ^^* 
be v«y gratel^ to him 5 but, addeth he, the Juijtance of 
a dUigent man is precious ; that is, what a man qompaileth 
by hondl indjoftry,. that he is apt highly to prize; hei 
tdumpheth in it, and {in St. PaiiFs fenfe innocently) 1 Cor. ir, 

15» 

e%r)(C tcHtf. vi. C7r. p. 19. 144. 

' Gtti fit ooadicio duldi ^e pulfwc palniK ? ffor. £/, i. 1. * 
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SEJIM, boafieth of it; be feeletb a Iblld pleafure- and apure 
^^; complacency .therein : th^ manner of getting it doth more 
pleafe him than the thing, itfelf; as. true hunters do love 
the Iport more than th,e quarry,, and generpua wayriofs 
more rejoice in the vlftory than in the fpoil; for ourjiut, 
as St. Chryfoftom difcourfeth, is more affeBed with, thofe 
things f for which it hath laboured ; for which req/hny add- 
eth he, God hath mixed labours with virtue itfelf, that he 
might endear it to us 5. Yea farther, 

5. The very exercife of induftry immediately ia-t itfelf 
is delightful, and hath an innate fatisfa£tion, which tem« 
pereth all annoyances, and even ingratiateth the pains 
going with it. 

The very fettlement of our mind on fit objefts, or its 
acquiefcence in determinate a£Uon, conducing to a goo4 
end, whereby we are freed of doubt, diftra£Uon, and fafti^ 
dious liftleffnefs, doth minifter content. 

The refle£tion upon our having embraced a wife choice, 
our proceeding in a fair way, our being in chace of a good 
purpofe, doth breed complacence. 

To confider that we are fpending our time accountably, 

and improving our talents to good advantage, (to tjhe fer* 

vice of God, the benefit of our neigbbojurji the bettering 

of our own ftate,) is very cheering and comfortably* .,, 

Prov. xiv. And whereas in all labour y as the Wife Man teUeth us, 

^^* there is profit^ the forefight of that profit affordeth plea- 

fure, the foretafting the good fruits of pur induftry is very 

delicious. . 

1 Cor. ix. Hope, indeed, doth ever wait on induftry^ and what is 

^m.zii. J^ore delightful than hope? This is the incentive^ the 

la. ▼.3. fupport, the condiment of all honeft labour *^) in virtue 

I Tim. \v! whereof the hufbandman toileth, the merchant tmdgeth, 

rcoi * ^® fcholar. ploddeth, the foldier dajreth with, ajacrity and 

3 Cor. iii. Courage, not refenting any pains, not regarding any ha- 

"john iii. zaids, which attend their undertakings: this the holy apo- 

1 Pet. I. a. % u,^5 UiiV* ftSiXXn n ^u^h ^euuirtu, M^ £f %»0tfW ^tk rSfr* ^ ritUf mvt^** 
' ' *' itfir^ 9tMtm^M Mtrf rmurtiv ^uXifuut^ Chryf, in JqH* OmU 4)6. 

^ ^— ipCa opens difficuhate laetMs fpem fegetis de Ubofc ine|itttiv 4J(^«4 
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(Ues tefl U9 did enable thrai with joy to fuflam all their SERM. 
pailful work and hazardous warfare; enjoining us alfo LI. 
as to w^k with fear, fo to rejoice in hope. ^"^ 

In fine^ indufhy doth free us from great difpleafure^ by 
redeeming us from the moleftations of idlenefs^ which is 
the mpft tedious and irkfome thing in the worlds racking 
Dur Ibul with anxious fufpenfe and perplexing diftra£tioni; 
ftaiying it for want of fatis&^ry entertainment, or cauf- 
ing it to feed on its own heart by doleful confiderations ; 
infbfting it with cil>w4s.of frivolous^ melancholic^ trouble- 
fome^ (tinging thou^ts; galling it with a fenfe of our 
fquandering away precious time^ of our flipping fair op- 
portunities^ of our not ufing the abilities and advantages 
granted vs^ to any profit or fruit : whence St. Chryfoftom 
laith very truly, that there is nothing more unpleafant^ 
more painful, more miferable, than a man that hath nothing 
to do : L not this, faith he, worfe than ten thoufand chains, 
to hang in fufpenfe, and be continually gaping, looking on 
thtfe who are prefent^P Indeed the ftri£tefl imprifonment 
is &r more tolerable^ than being under reftraint by a lazy 
humour from profitable employment : this enchaineth a 
man hand and foot, with more than iron fetters :. this is 
beyond any imprifonment ; it is the very entombment of Otium eft 
a man, quite in efkGt fequeflering him from the world, or^^'^^p"*" 
debarring him from any valuable concerns therein. Andtura. 
if ^yetty bte^wcrla aironpaylas, a power of doing what one 
likeih beji; then is he, who by his (loth is difabled from 
doing any thing wherein he can find any reafonable fatif- 
faftion, the verieft flave that can be ; from which flavery 
indufbry freeii^ us, and difpofing us to perform cheerfully 
whatever is convenient, thereby doeth us a great plea-, 
fure. Farther, 

6. Let us confider, that indu(hy doth afford a lafting 



i Odo qni nefcit uti plus habet negotit» Ac. 
- Otiofo in otio animus nefcit quid qutdem velit, &c. Etmlui apud AggL 
xix. 10. •«•« 

W rif my^ mmB^m, i^mra «^f r»f4fr»t ; Chtyf, in Aa, Or. 85. 
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|tf ^ Indii/hy in gemr^. 

d£RM. Gdmlort, ^epefited |n ih» ta^moey'^eaii convened ef hiiti' 
^I- that pra^tifeth. it. It mil ever^ upon hi» FevJeiving t)i0 
^paflages of his liSb^ be iWeel to hun to behold lA' them 
teftktkmies and BioHiaiBeiitd of'hia^ dUi^eiice; k ^^ pleafe 
him to confider^ that he ha^ Mved to puppofb^ having 
ilooe ibmewhat confidemble; that he- hath made aa adk 
va^tageoua ufe of his time; that he hath w^* huflbianded 
the tidehts cooiflutled to him | that he hadi aecom^ifted 
(ill fome meafure) the intents of Ood^s bounty^ aiid 'made 
fonae return for his excellent gifts. What oomS^rt^ m- 
deed^ can any man liave> yea>^^ how foie reijiOFfe muft- he 
fo^, in reflecl^g v^n a 1^ %enl in tu[ifirtdtftd and un- 
profitable idknefs ? How c^ he othermfe thda W»«i| 
Biu fuit, hk {(^y and bsbfenefs in having; lived C^ ratbdr hil^^ttig. 
^^t/^ ofdy been) in vain^ as the fhadow suid 2ippeaxi$noe of a 
inan ) in having laviflied his days> in havitig hari0ic^ lli» 
tatents, in having embez^ed his facuMes ofnatttre, and 
his advantages fipom Providence j in hai^g 6^deL\fid thO' 
good^wiK of Ood^ and endeavoiired no i^iftikail to' iikt, 
Mfttt. xxv. iaunificQRt goodn^» of h^ Maker> oS las Rrefervery hia^ 
^^' benign Lord and Mafier^ hia gracious^ Saviour ahd Be*> 

deemer^. How^ without confufioh^ cad he in hi$ mind 
Evolve, that he hath nowife benefited the worl^ and pco^ 
fited his naghbour^ or obliged hia fri^fid^ or ren^eAd ta 
his oomitry (to the fociety or con^Q^ittBit?^ of whipb hb^ h^ 
a member) amends for aU the ibfisty and ^uie^ t}ie ii;^'- 
port> the convenienceji and the pfeaiure he hath ejijbyod' 
under its proteddon^ eokiin its b<^om } tha^ he hatk iM>t 
home a competent ihare in the common buidens^ 9^ paid- 
a due' contribution of his care andh labour to Ae fiMis& 
welfere ? How can fuch a.man lode inward upon hhn(e3F 
with a favourable eye> or pardon himfelf for fo ItdathfosMt* 
ds&uks? 

7. Let us confider^ that induftry doth argue a generoua 
and ingenuous complexion of foul; 

It impHedi a mind not content with mean and'vulgai: 
tbings> (fucl^i a9 nature deal^th to all^ or fortune Teat*: 
teredi aboivt^) but afpiring to things of high worUv 
and purfuing them in a brave way^ with advcDtunnie 
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c^im^ffh by its mm forpet, tluxv^ d^ffidskiw and ^Sb- SERBtf; 
footei, LI. '^ 

It^gmSeth in a aan a faaarty not enduiiag to ow^ lii* 
foftwwnoe or odaTep^onoe of his Bfc lo tha labouf ot tlie 
libenifityafetbf^; topil^aliv^^t^Oodfropnthe^otoildi 
IQ reap th^ iMotfit of other moBlt oaro aad toil, without 
i^4f9teg 4 fidl coinpetiiatioB^ or outdoing hk private oIh 
^i&fkim^ by coofidocahlo 1(erviioo and beneficence lo die 
public. 

A KGJblf beart mtiU difibin to fohfift like a dione i^on 
t,b0 honey galiiered by others' lebonr; like a^cnaia to 
fikafa^ ^te food out of the pnbUo ^soary ; or like a fl^urk 
l^fi^O^lhe leflerfiy; but will one way or otfaereeaai 
\m fiiMWmioe • for ha that doth not eam, can hardly own 
his ^va%dk ^ St* Paul implieth^ when he fidth, Thtm thai^TbitS. iij. 
urejk^ w^ commami and mkof^ h/ omr Lord J^ Ghryiy T^'u^m 
ihfLt mth ifnuinefo §hei/ work^ and eat tkek 9^m> bnad, ^^• 

Of tbifl; geneoous ingenuity we have a notable infianoe 
in that great Apoftle himfelf ; which he dolli often* repre* i Cor. is. 
fi^nl as a pattern tp ns, profeffing much coii^plaeenoe^^' 
theseia. He with all right aad reafian mig^t have' ehal- 
lenged a comfortable fidififtence fixxm his difciples^ in re^- a Theff. lu. 
Gompenfe for the incomparable benefits he did confer ^^ j'cor iz. 
them^and of the eaceeflive pains he did endure for their ii. 
good: this he knew well; but yet ^ rather choofe toj,^*^*"* 
fi^lport l^mlelf by his own labour, than anywife to ieem 
hwdanfome or troublefome to them: Th^ hands^ fiudAatzz. 
he^ kavawn^fiered'to wy necefftUe^ and to thm that ^s^zviUs. 
with me* I km Jhewedvcu ail things , thai Jo laiouring i ThcC ii. 
y^WglU iofapport ike u/eakf and to remember the wordsl'T>Yieff.m^, 
of ciur LordJejfiis^ haw hefakt, tt is more Ueffed to gi?^^' . 
than tp iieceive. This was the pradke of him, who w^s 19. 
in lalomr^ mq/l abundant; and fuch is the genius of every| ^* '^* 
maoy wsho upon principles of conici^nce, reafon, and hen 
nous, m induftriotts. Of him it may be fai^ as ofi Solo- 
mon's good houfewife, She Jeeketh wool and flax, andPtov.xxzU 
wofketh willingly with her hands ;Jhe is like the merchants* *^' "' ^' 
Jhipfjie bringeth her food from a^ax yjhe looketh welt^ to 
her houfeholdf and eaieth not th^ bread of i^ienefh 
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28 Cftndu/ify in general. 

S£RM« Sloth is a bafe quality, the argument of a mind v^fttU^^ 
^^' edly degenerate and mean ; which is content to grovel in 
a defpicabie ftate ; which aimeth at no worthy thing, nor 
pwfueth any thmg in a laudable way i which difpofeth a 
man to live gratis (precarioufly)' and ingratefuUy on the 
public ftock, as an infignificant cypher among men,* as 
a burden of the earth, as a wen of any fociety ; fucking 
aliment from it, but yieUBng no benefit or ornament 
thereto. 

&. Induftry i^ a fence to innocence and virtue ; a bar to 
all kinds of fin and vice, guarding the avenues of our heart, 
kee[»ng off the occafions and temptations to >icious prac- 
tice. When a man is engaged in honeft employment, 
and ferioufly intent thereon, his mind is prepoffefled and 
filled, fo that there is no room or vacancy for ill thoughts, 
or bafe defigns, to creep in ; his fenfes do not lie open to 
enfnaring obje6ks; he wants leifure and opportunity of 
granting audience to the folicitations of finfiil pleafure ; 
and is apt to anfwer them with a non vacdO\ the Devil 
can hardly find advantage of tempting him, at leaft many 
devils cannot get accefs to him, according to that obfer- 
vation in Cafiian, \^ working monk is qffhulted ly one 
devil, but an idle one isjpbiled ly numherlefs hadjpirits ^. 
The cafe of men ordinarily is like to that of jEgifthus, - 

Ovid, dc ■ ■■ -DC nil ageretur^ amayit j 

Rcmcd. rather than do nothing, he was ready to do ill; he not 
having bufinefs to employ his thoughts, wanton defires 
did infinuate. thenifelves into his heart, and tranfported 
him to that difaftrous wickednefs, which fupplied matter to 
fo many tragedies ; and the like inftance the facred hiftory 

9 Sam. xi. fuggefleth in King David, who, walking, it is faid, (m the 
roof of his hotffe,- his mind then roving, and being un- 
tacked from honeft cares, that temptation feized on hifti^ 
whereby he was plunged into*that wofql mifdemeanout, 
which did create to him fo much forrow, did make fuch 



i Semper te diabolus invenkit occupatum. BgrM» Form. Hoth v. caji« 7* 
^ Operans monachus uno damone pulfatur^ otiofus vero inpumeris fpiri- 
tibus devaftatur. Caff.dt^tnfiiUx*^*- • • ^ 
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Oflndu/iry in general* a^ 

a^pot in his life, and leave fuch a blur on his memory ; SERM. 
whence yet we may draw fome benefit, taking it as a LI. 
profitable document and warning, how idlenefs doth ex- 
pofe the beft men to danger. 

Idlenefs is indeed the nurfery of fins, which as naturally 
grow up therein as weeds in a negle£ted field, or infefts 
in a, ftanding puddle ; Idlenefs teacheth much evil. Tt is Ecdus. 
the general trap, whereby every tempter ^ayeth to catch*'*"'* ^'' 
our foul 4 for the mind being loofe from care, Satan is 
ready to ftep in with his fuggefiions, the world prefcnteth 
its allurements, flefldy dcfires rife up; proud, froward, 
wanton cogitations flip in; ill company doth entice, ill 
example is r^arded, every temptation doth objeA and 
imprefs itfelf with great advantage and force; men in 
fuch a cafe being apt to clofe and comply with tempta* 
tions, even to divert their mind, and entert£un them^ 
felves, to cure their liftleifnefs, to pafs their time >*, com- 
mitting .fin for want of better occupation. Hence in 
places where there is leafl work, the worft fins do moft 
prev^ail ; and idlenefs therefore was by the Prophet reck- 
oned one of the three great fins of Sodom, parents of the 
refl: : Behold^ faith Ezekiel, this was the iniquity of thy Ezek. xvi. 
Jijier Sotdam ; pride, fulfils of Iready and abundance tf^^' 
idlenefs was in her : hence it feldom doth happen in any 
way of life, that a fluggard and a rakehell do not go to- 
gether ; or that he who is idle is not alfo difiblute. 

9. Particularly induflay doth prevent the fins of vain 
curiofity> pragmaticalnefs, troublefome impertinency, and 
the like pefls of common life, into which perfons not di- 
ligently following their own bufinefs will afiuredly fall. 
tVe hear, faith St. Paul to the Theflalonians, that there 
are fome who walk among you diforderly ; lUorking not at 
all, but are bufy-bodies ^. It is no wonder, if they did not 
twork at all, that they ihould walk diforderly; or that 



- fi non 



Intendes animum.ftudiuet rebus honeftis» 
Invidia vel amore vigil torquebcre ——. Hor. J^.i. 2. 
• 2The£ iii. 11. MnSit l^yaXofAVjovsy «^X« vi^n^yec^efAUovs' working no- 
thing, bot ovcr-workmg. 
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59 Qf bdn/ify i^ gelterai. 

6BRM. q^te negle£Ung their own concerns^ they ftoiitd in^fy^ 
^^' fy^daiyouer-ivprk, or be too bufy ih ouiiterf not beiongihg 
to themj intrudbg themlelve^. 'm^ the affairg of tlieir 
neighbours: for there is a n^turti connedioa faitwiBen 
thefe thii^9 fince every man muft be thinking, muft. be 
doing, muft be &ybg fon)ewfaat> to ^nd his leifiir^ to 
uphold conver fatioli> to pleafe hi^lel^ And gratify others^ 
to appear fomebody aaiong his coiiipai^ods | to avoid 
the (hame of being qtut6 out of 6aipk>yixient : wheiefiore 
not having the heatt to numd hi$ own affiurs, he will take 
the boIdneA to meddle with th^ coneeims of other men : 
if he cannot huve the fubftaboOi he will fet up an idol of 
bufinefs, and feem very a^ve in his imper^ency; in 
order thereto^ being curiouOy inquifitiv^^ and prying into 
the difeotufe, aj6tionaj aad afiairs of all aaen. This inen 
are apt to do in their 6wn defence t and befides, id}ene](b 
doth put men into a loofe^ garift, waalon faumour> dif- 
pofing them without heed or rc^rd ta- meddle with isny 
thiog, to prattle at any ^te. In fine^ whoever hath no 
work at home, will be giftdding to feek entertaiinment 

1 Tim.T. abroad, like thofe goffips of whom St. Paul iaith^ They 
learn to be idk, wandering about from hotife to houfk p and 
not only idie, but tattlers alfoy ittnd bufy ^bodies, Jpeakh^ 
things whkh they ought not. If indeed we confider all 
the frivolous and petulant difcourfe, the impertinent diat* 
tings, the ra(h cenfure^ the fpit^ful detmSions- which ane 
fo rifi^ in the world> and fo iliuoh poifbh all converfation^ 
we (hall find the msun rdOt of them to be a want of ii»- 
duftry in men, ot of diligent attendance on thesr owh ma^ 
ters ; which would fo much take iip their %int.aiid time^ 
that they woi^ have little heart or leifure to feaveli into 
or comment upon other men'a a&ioos iiad cohcems. 

ro4 Let.us coo£der th^ itiduftry is n<iedfui in ev^iy 
oondit^Dn and fiatipni in et^ry cal&^ aisl w^y of life : in 
all relations, for our good behaviour, and right difcharge 
of our duty in them. Withomt it we-^annet iil any ilate 
ad decently, or ufeftAy^ eith^ to the bisn^ ^d fatis&c- 
tion of olhers, or to our Own adVaiita^ and comfort. . 
^re we rich? Then is induflry requifite for keeping 
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aod fecunog our wealthy for maoa^tfig it wifely^ for em* SEHM. 
pb^ii^ it ^.its 4^roper ufes, and beft advaatagesi (in the U. 
Xervke of God^ in beneficeooe to o\ur neighbour^ in ad- 
vanci^g puUic good ^) So that we may render a good aci- 
count t^ hUn who hath entrufled us with the ftewardiMp 
the^EOof: induftry ib very needful to guard ua from the 
tfigiptatiaivs and. xoiichiefB to which wealth doth ^cpefe 
as, thiat it do not. prove a treaeherous fhare^ an imwieldy 
burden, a deftrudive poifon and plague to us, ihmwing 
,us into piide and vanity, into hiioary, into ftupidity, in!^ 
diftra£ting folicitude, into a bafi^ worldly, and earthly 
tamper of -heart, into a prp&ne oUivion of God, and of 
our own fouls. 

Are we in confpicuous rank of dignity, or in hc»iDur 
and repute among m^n? Then is induftry requifite to 
keep, us fail in that fiate, to hold us from tim^bMng frOBi 
that pinnacle down. into extreme cUfgrace; for then aU 
eyes axe .uipon u% &i^y obferving what we do, and 
lea^y topais cenfure on our addons; ib that great dili^ 
getMce is necefiary to approve ourfelves^ and ifaun obloquy. 
NotUng is more brittle than honour 5 every Uttle thiiigvitreafa- 
hiding on i^t, is able to bre^k it, and ther<^ore without j^^*^^ ^*"'^* 
exceedios care we cannot preferve it. Nothing is more 
variable 4>r fickle t^n the opinions of men, (wheneki ho- 
nour cos^eth;.) it is therefore no eafy matter to fix oir 
detain them in the fame place. 

Hcmour cannot live without food or ftiel; it muft be 
pomifhed by worthy a£dons } without a contiiiual fupply 
pf.tkqoGi, it will decays lasguiih, and pine away : indufey 
tfaep^ore i^ x^i^iired to keep it; and no lefs is necefikry 
to uJfeutwell, in ^ 4ue fubordination to God's lM)au% 
4nd referent to his fervice, that, inftead of an oomiametif 
jm^^canveiuenpe, it do not prove a bandul mifchief to us| 
puffing fip -i^ur minds with yain coiiceits and cons^dacen*- 
Gi^, ^iipu^miiig- US to arrogance and ccmtempt of others, 
teip^tiDg us by afl^uuing to ourfelves to rob God of his 
du^ijpry; to de^dinc^ which evHs great cai^as^ requifite ; 
yrfSi mn^liave a fteady ballaft, and we muft hold the rudder 
wai^y^' wheal we carry fo. great fail. 
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'3 * Of Indu/iry in general. 

SI&RM. Oil tbe other hand, are we poor and low in the world ; 
^^' or Af we lie under difgnice ? Then do we much need in- 
duftrjr to fliun extremitites of want and ignominy; that we 
be not fwallowed up and overwhelmed by need or con- 
t€«npt 5 Co fupport us under our preflures, to keep up our 
fpirit^ from dejeftion and difconfdlateneffir ; to preferve 
us from impious difbontentednefs and impatitoce: induftfy 
is the only remedy of that condition, enabling us to get 
out of it; retrieving a competence of wealth or crcifit ; or 
difpofingus to bear it handfomely, and with coibfbrt; fb 
as not to become forlorn or abjeft wretches. 

it is fo needful to every coiidition ; and it is fo for 
all vocations ; for, 

Is a man a governor, or a fuperior in any capacity? 
Then what is he but a public fervant, doomed to continual 
labour, hired for the wages of refpeft and pomp, to wait 
on his ^ople; in providing for their needs, protcfting 
their fafety, preferving their peace and welfare : where is 
he but on a ftage, whereon he cannot well aA his part, 
without vigilant attendance to Ms dharge, and conftant 
si/B&nty in performing all the funAions thereof? He is 
engaged in great obligations and neceffities of ufing exr 
treme diligence, both in regard to himfelf kad others! 
Homer's defeription of a prince is a gbod one ;'One who 
hath mach people, and many cares commiited io hint ? 

He muft watchfully look to his own fteps, who is to 
guide others by his authority and his example/ All his 
a£Uons require fpecial conduft, not only his own credit 
and ihterfcfti but the common ii^lfare depending thereon. 
He muft' heedBoUy advife what to do, he muft dtBgently 
execute what he refolveth on. He bath the moft ^tiekSlfh 
things that cait be (the tightfe and interefts, the opftimis 
and humours <>f men) to manage. He hath his owrf »^ 
feflions to curb and guide, that they be not perverted by 
any fifrifter reljje£ts, not fwayed by any imjiift partiality^ 
not corrupted by flattery or fear. He will find, that to 
wield power innocently, to brandifh the fword of jtiftice 
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difcreetiy aad worthily, fior the jataiiiUaitooe of rights and SBRM« 
encoungiemQiit of virtue, for the fm^pftiBon of mfoxyi ^' 
and cgrfe&ion of ytee, is a znatter <rf no iboall ikUl or 
flij^t pai^. 

Indufiry is indeed a quality moft iHt>per for perfons of 
high rank and dignity, or of gieat power and authority ; 
whp have ipecial opportumdes to employ it in. weighty 
afiau3.tp gpreat advantage; whofe undertakinga being of 
vaft moment, do need aAfwerable efforts to move and 
guide .theoi. The ioduftry of a mechanic,. or a ruftic, 
a&i^ in a low and narrow, fphese, can efieft no great 
niatter^iaiKl thi^nefore Ufelf need itot to be jpieat : but the 
induihy of a prince, of a ^bleman, of a gentleman, may 
have ^ large and potent influence, fo as to render a nation, 
aj9p^c^, a town, happy, profperous, glorious, .flourifli- 
ing^inpeao^ in pknty, in virtue ; it therefore for achtev* 
ing. jlufch purpo&s need be, and ihould be proportionably 
ff^f a imall power not being able to move a great 
wi^ighty.nor a weak caufe to produce a mighty efed:« 
Whiei:^Qie Cicero recommeading. Pompey for a public 
chai^j doth reckon thefe to be the imperatcrim virtutes, 
qual^t|6s befittiiig a pvmoe, or general, wh^ein he did ex- 
c^^, idiic^ in : bufinefs,} valour in dangersj inditftry in 
^Brngw^v^hhrne^ m performancey ctnmfel in pr^iiiing9.'^ 
And Alexander the Great, refieAing on Ins Mends dege- 
neratiog into floth and, luxury, told them, that it was a 
tnqfijlavyh thing to luxuriate y and a mqft royal thing to 
labour^. - 

And for thofe who move. in a lowef orb of fubjeSion 
or iervi0e, I .need notihew how needfol induAry is for 
theaBi*. Who know^.net that to be a goed fubje^, 
doth exa£i a careful regard to the commands of fuperior^, 
BtAA painfol dUigence in oblervis^ them ? that to nUke 
aHjOodXecipnt^iideUty and di%encemuft concur? whereof 
4^ firjldoth hffok the laft, it bemg a part of honefly 

f, I^Jkbor la.p^Qtio, Ibrtitudo in p^riculis, induftria in agendo, cderitas in 
coiiili:leQdag^i^liura in providendo^ &c. Cic pro Ug€ Manil. 

p. If Ga« vr ^.. . . . 

VOL. III., D 
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34 Q/* Indii/hry in g^n^oL 

$^A3tf. ip a fcrvaot to>be dilieeat; whence SoDXt woinip) kaVintif^, 

^' ^Aw* mcM avd JUithful forvioU^ wet^ in the Oofpel 

Matt. zxY. well cdu^ileJi; ^ad the firft. epidiet was pounded cm the 

fecond, he being therefore wicked^ becaufe he had heen 

Qothftd. 

Neither can sl man be a true friend^ or a good nri^-^ 
bcmrj or aoywife a good lekdve, withoat induftry ^&i|>ofiiig 
hini to iiindorgd pains in performing good offii^es^ when-^ 
ever need dolh reqtiire^ or occafion invite. . 
. In fine, it . is palpable, that there is no callii^ c^ any 
fort^ fram the £beptre to the fpade, the maniigenient 
whereof with any good fiicGe&^ any credit, ^y fatitfac* 
tion, doth not demand much work o(. the head, or of the 
hand, or c^ both. 

If wit ch: wifdcmi be the head, if honefty be theheiut, 
induftry b the right hand of every vocation ; without 
which the fhrewdeft infight ^d the beft intention 'cdLH 
execute nothing. 

A fluggard is qualified for no office, no calling, no* fta- 
lion among men^ he is a mere nobody, tftkkig up room, 
peftering and clogging the world. 

li. It alfo may defecve our confiderat^n, that it i^ in^- 
duftry, whereto the public ftole of the world, ^Md of eaeh 
commonweal therein, is indebted for its being^ih aH con*- 
•veniences and embelliihments belonging. to life, ad^paiiced 
above riide and fordid barbariim; yea,- whereto maniciiid 
doth owe all that good lemming, that morality, thofe im- 
provements of foul, which elevate us beyond brutes. 

To induftrious ftudy is to be afcribed the invention'^and 
^rfe£tion of all thofe arts whereby 'human life iS'io^issed, 
.and the world .cultivated with munberlels* accommoda- 
tions, ornaments, and beauties. . ^ 

All the comely, the ftately, the pkafam^ and ideful 
works which we do view wtth delight, or eiljoy iviiih com- 
fort, induftry did contrive them, indnfti^f did f fam^ them. 
Induftry reared thofe magnificent fabrics, and thofe 
commodious houfes ; it formed thofe goodly piftures and 
ftatues 5 it raifed thofe convenient caufeways, thpfe bridges^ 
thofe aqueducts; it planted thofe fine gardens with vari- 
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^s fiowefft and fruits; it clothed thofe pkafant fields SERM. 
with com and grafsjit built thofe fhips^ whereby we ^^- 
plough the feas^ reaping the commodities of foreign re- 
gions* It hath fubje6ied all creatures to our command 
and fervice^ enabling us to fubdue the fiercefi^ to catch 
the wildeft, to render the gentler fort moft tradable and 
ufeftd to us. It taught us from 'the wool of the iheqp, 
froih the hair of the gpat^ from the labours of the filk- 
•worm> to weave us clothes to keep us warm, to make us 
fine land gay. It helped us from the inmdft bowels of the 
earth to fetch divers needful tools and utenfils. 
' It coUefted mankind into cities, and compa&l^ them 
into orderly focieties> and devifed whplefome laws, under 
Ihelter whereof we enjoy faiety and peace, wealth and 
{denty/ mutual Aiccour and defence, fweet conver&tion 
and beneficial commerce. 

• It by meditation did invent all thofe fcienoes whereby 
our minds are enriched and enabled, our manners are re- 
•fined a^d polifhed, our curiofity is fatisfied, ouf life is be- 
n^ted^. 

What is there which we admire, or wherein we de- 
light, that pleafeth our mind, or gratifieth our fenfe, for 
tfie Wifich iMe are not beholden to induftry. 

D^lth any country floufifli in wealth, iyi grandeur, in 
profperity? It muft be imputed to induftry, to the in- 
diiftfy of Its* governors fettling good order, to the induftry 
of itfe people Ibltowing profitaWe occupations: fo did 
Cato, in that notable oration of his in Salluft, tell the Cat. apud 
^Romg^'^rtftte, thdt it was not by the force of their arms, ^{{^ c^JD^ 
bttt by tfie }*idiiflTy of thbir anceftors, that commonwealth 
'ffid as^e-to firdhi aipitch of greatnefs. When (loth trb^ 
eth in, then, all things corrupt and decay; then the public 
ftike 'doth fii^ into difovder, penury, and a difgraceful 
con(£tSbn. ' 

t^: Ittduflry is ctwnmended to, us by all forts <rf exam- 
ifes/^fervkfg ourlpegard arid imitation. All nature is^ a 

^ th yaWis ufus meditando extuadctet artes 
P % 
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SEllM. copy thereof, and the whole world a glafi, Wtierein we 
^^* may behold this duty reprelented to us. 
' We may eafily obferve every creature about us incef- 

lantly working toward the end for which it was defigned, 
inde&tigably exercifing the powers with which it is en- 
dued, diligently obferving the laws of its creation. Even 
beings void of reafon, of fenie, of life itfelf> do fuggeft 
uritous refemblances of induftry 5 they being fet in. -con- 
tkiual a£lion toward the efie£ting reafonable purpeies, 
conducing to the prefervation of their own beings^ or to 
the furtherance of common good. 

The heavens tlo roll about with unwearied motion } the 
fun and ftars do perpetuaiUy dart their influences; the 
earth is ever labouring in the birth andnouriihmfent of 
plants; the plants are drawing lap, and fprouting - out 
fruits and feeds, to feed us and propagate the^mi^Ves; 
the rivers are running, the feas are toffing, the winds^ are 
bluftering, to keep the elements fweet in which we live. 
Prov. vi. 6, Solomon fendeth us to the ant, and biddeth us to confix 
^^' der her waysj which provideth her meat in the/utniner^and 

gdthereih her food in the harveft. Many fiich Inftrudors 
we may find in nature ; the like induftrious providence we 
may obfen'e in every living creature; we may ieef this 
running about, that fwimmirig, another flying in purvey- 
ance of its food and ftipport. 

If we look up higher to rational and inteMigent na- 
' iures, ftill more noble and appofite patterns do obj^d 
themfelves to us. 

Here be'low every field, every (hop, every ftreet, the 
hall, the exchange, the court itfclf (all full of bufinefs, 
and fraught with the fruits of mduftry) do mind tis how 
neceflary induftry is to Us. 

^ If we confidt hiftory, we fliall there find, thdt tho>^)eft 
meo have been moft induftrious ; that all great -pewftwis, 
' renowned for heroical goodnbfs, (the worthy Patriarchs, 
the holy Ptophets, the bleflcd Ap<M(Ues,) were for diis 
moft commendable; that, negle^ng their private eafe, 
'they ^d undertake difficult entecprifes,^<bey did undergo 
painful labours for the benefit of maiikind; diey did pafs 
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their days^ like St. Paul, w xiiro$s xei |»^3oi^9 in labours 8ERM. 
and toilfome painSf for thofe purpofes. ^^- 

. Oitf great example, the life of our blefTed Lord himielf, 3 cor. xi 
what was it but one continual exercife of labour? Hit^^* 
mind did ever ftand bent in careful attention, ftudying to Aft» «• 
do good. His body was ever moving in wearifome travel 
to the fame divine intent. 

, If we yet foar farther in our meditation to the fuperior 
re^ons, we ihall there find the blefled inhabitants of hea- 
ven, the courtiers and minifters of God, very buify and 
adive; they do vigilantly wait on God's throne « in rea- 
dinefs to receive and to difpatch his commands ; they are 
ever on the wing, and fly about like lightning to do his?a\.c\n. 
pleqfiire. They are attentive to our needs, and ever T^^^Yi]^x\y.7, 
to proted, to affift, to relieve us ! Efpecially, they are di-xci. 11. 
ligent guardians and fuccourers of good men; oJkiousHeh.u m. 
fpiritSy Jent forth to minifter for the heirs of falvation : 
fo even the feat of perfe£t reft is no place of idlenefs. 

Yea, God himfelf, although immovably and infinitely 
haj^y, is yet immenfely careful, and ev6rlaftingly bufy : 
he refted onqe from that great work of creation ; but yet Gen. ii. a. 
My Father i faith our Lord, workethjiill; and he never John v. 17. 
will reft from his works of providence and of grace. His pfai. c«xf. 
eyefi; continue watchful over the world, and his hands ^**y^*- *• 
Aretched out in upholding it. He hath a fingular regard 10. 
to every creature, fupplymg the needs of each, and fatif-- \^^* 
fying the d^res of all K Wai- «!▼• 

And (hall we alone be idle, while all things are fo (p^. V. 
hufy ? Shall we keep our hands in our bolbm, or ftretch JJl*, *^- ^; 
ourfelves on our beds of lazmefs, while all the world 15. 
about us is hard at work in purfuing the defigns of its ^"* ***** 
creation? Shall we be wanting to ourfelves, while foJer. xixi. 
Boaay things labour for our benefit? Shall not fuch a^ 
clov4 of examples .ftir us to (bme induftry ? Not to com* 
ply with fo univerfal a pra&ice, to crofs all the world, to 

y O M iMme Wnipocena, qni fie curas unumqueroque noftruci tinquam 
Mam cofB^ et fie immet tanquam fingulos. Aug. Conf. iv. 1 1. 

1^3 
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38 OfIndijfiryin£enerat. . 

SERM. ^agr6e with every creature, is it not very mcMiftrous 
•^^' • and extravagant ? 

I Ihould clofe all this difcourfe with that, at which, in 
pitchi^ on this fubjeft, I chiefly did aim, an' applicatioii 
eihortatory to ourfelves, urging the praftice of this \irtiie 
by confiderations peculiar to us as fcholars, and derived 
from the nature of our calling. But the doing this re-» 
quiring a larger <Kfc6urfe than the time now vnH allpw, 
I fb^ referve to another occaiion; adding only one con* 
fideratton more. ^ 

13. Laftly, if we confider, we fliall find the root and 
fource of all. the tnconvemences, the Biifchiefs, the wants 
of which we are fo apt to cbmptaih, to be our floth; and 
that there is hardly any of them, which commonly w^ 
might not eafily prevent or remove by induftry. Why is 
aijy man a beggar, why contemptible, why ignorant, why- 
vicious, why miferable ? Why, but for this oniei reafonj^ 
becaufe he is flothfulj becaufe he will not labour to rid 
faimfelf of thofe evils ? What could we wari, if weT would 
but take the pains to feek it, either by our induftry, X)f 
by our devotion ? For where the firft will not do, the fe* 
cond cannot fail to procure any good thing from him, 
Jam. i. 5. who giveth to all men liberally j and hath pronolifed to 
fupply the defefb of our ability by his free bounty; fo 
that if we join thefe two induftries (induftrious a<^ion, and 
Aiwis ivi^ induftrious prayer) there is nothing in the wodd fo good, 
Jate'v. le.^'' ^^ great, of which, if we are capable, we niay not afr 
ne»^*«^- fiiredly become matters : and even for induftry itfelf, eJ^pe- 
gp^^'yj jg cially in the performance of all our diitfes toward' Godi 
Rom. 3ui. \ti us induftrioufly pray : e\'en To, The God of peace Jimc* 
Coi. iv. 2. t\ft^^ wholly f and make tis perfect in every good w^rk to 
ijhcff.y. iip his willy working in us that which is weUpleafing in 
Heb. xiii. * his\fight ; through our hlejffhd Saviour Jefus Ckri/iy to whom 
^^' for^ever he all glory and prmje. Amen. 
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SERMON LIL 



OP Industry in our general caxling, 
AS christians. 



Rom. xii. ii. 
Not Jlothful in bufinefs.^ 

INDUSTRY is a very eminent virtue, being an ingre- SERM. 
dient, or the parent, of all other virtues, of conftant ufe LU- 
upon allt)ccafions, and having influence upon all our af- 
fairs. 

For it is in oUr nature framed; all our powers of foul 
aad body being fitted for it, tending to it, reqidring- it for 
their prefervatioa and perfedion. 

W^ w^re defigned for it in our iirll happy ftate; and 
upon our lapf<^ thence were farther doomed to it, as the 
£^ remedy of our needs and the inconveniences to which 
we became expofed. For, 

Without it we cannot well fuftain or fecure our life in 
the enjoyment of any comfort or convenience; we miiiflL. 
work' to earn pur food, our clothing, our (belter; aa^d tp 
fupply e^ery indigency of acconunodations, whith our 
nature doth crave. 

To it God hath annexed the beft ^d moft defirable 
rewards; f^ccefs to bur undertakings, weal^,* honour; 
wifdom^ virtue, falvation; all which, as they flow from 
God's boindty, and deipend on his bleffing; fo from them 

•'Tf '#*«){[ f*k iMfi^* $olicitadiiie son pigri. Fvfg» 
D4 
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40 Of iTiituftry in our geneial Callings as Chriftians. 

8ERM. they are ufually conveyed to us through ourinduftry, as 
^^^' the ordinary channel and inftrument of attaining them. 

It is requifite to us, even for procuring eafe, and. pre- 
venting a neceffity of imnK>derate labour. 

It is in itfelf fweet and fatisfadory ; as freeing our 
mind from diftraftion, and wrecking irrefolution; as feed- 
ing us with good hope, and yielding a foretafte of its 
good fruits. 

It fumiflieth us with courage to attempt, and refolutiou 
to achieve things needful, >yorthy of us, and profitable 
to us. 

It is attended with a good confcience, and cheerful re- 
flexions, of having well fpent our time, and employed our. 
talents to good advantage. 

It fweeteneth our enjoyments, and feafoneth our att^n- 
ments with a delightful relifli. 

It is the guard of innocence, and barreth out tempta-^ 
tions to vice, to wantonnefs, to vain curiosity, and prag- 
jnaticalnefs. i 

It argueth an ingenuous and generous difpofition of 
foul ; 3fpirjng to worthy things, and purfuing them in the 
faireft way ; difdaining to enjoy the common benefilS| or 
the friuts of other men's labour, without deferving them 
from the world, and requiting it for them. 

If is neceflary for every condition and ilation, for every 
calling, for every relation 5 no man without it being aUe 
to deport himfetf well in any ftate, to manage any bufi- 
nefs, to difcharge any fort of duty. 
'To it the world is indebted for all the culture, which 
advjWi0eth it above rude and fordid barbarifm 5 for what- 
ever fa common life is ftately, or comely, or ufeful, in- 
duftry hath contrived it, induftry hath compofed and 
framed it. v 

It is recommended to us by all fort of patterns confi- 
derable; for air nature is continually bufy and a&ive in 
t^endency toward its proper defigns 5 heaven and earth do 
work in inceflant motion; every living creature is em- 
ployed in progging for its fuftenance ; the blefled Ipirits 
^(? always on the wing in difpatching the commands of 
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Oflnduftry in our general Callings as Chnftians, 41 

God, and tniniftering (uccour to us; God hitnfelfis ever SERM, 
watchful, and ever bufy in preferving the world, and pro- ^ ' 
viding for the needs of every creature. 

The lives of our blefled Saviour, of all Ac Patriarchs^ 
the Prophets j the Apoftles, the Saints, in this nifpe&<have 
been more exemplary; no virtue being more conipicuouft 
in their pra6iice than induftry in performing the hard' du- 
ties and painful taiks impofed on them for the ietVice of 
God, and the benefit of mankind. 

Such is the virtue upon which I have formerly dif- 
couHed in general and at large; but ihall now more Ipe- 
dally confider, according to St. Paul's prefcription, in re- 
ference to its moft proper matter, hufinefs^ ex{daining and 
preffing it accordingly. 

Be not Jlothful in btifinefsy (that is, in difcbarge of it,) 
or UhufinefSf (that is, to undertake it:) this is the rule; 
the nature and needfulnefs whereof we ihal\ declare. 

By <nr4uS^, btifinefsj we may underftand any objeft of 
our care and endeavours which doth requife them, and 
may deferve them ; which by reafon of its difficulty can- 
not well be accompliihed or attained without them ; and 
whi^h is produftive of fome fruit or reqompenfe anfwer- 
jWe' to them ; the which hath operiB caujamy a need of 
labour, and opertB pretium, fome effeft worth our pains : 
if it -be not fuch, it is not a due matter of virtuous and 
kudabte induftry. 

There are many things, about which men with great 
eameftiiefs employ themfelves, called bufinefs, but not 
defendng that name: there are divers fpurious kinds ol 
ibduftry, which may not pretend to commendation, but 
rather do merit blame ; according to that of St. Chry- 
ibftom, Labour which hath no profit^ cannot obtain any 
prdfe^. 

There is a xtncrvwUa^ a vain induftry, and a x«txorirovS/ft, 
a naughty itlduftry, both agreeing with genuine virtuous 
induftry in the a^, as implying careful and painful a6ki- 

* n#«f $uSkf K%^^ ';C*"'i \y%vfii9u xrctwii Jtwurrifurtu, Ckryfiffi.tom. v. 
Orat,64. 
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42 Ofhtdn/thf in our general Callings as Chrifimifi 

SERM. vity, but difcbrding from it in objcA anddefigh; andc6n- 
^P' fequently in worth and nxoral efteem. 

Alitid agei^e^ to be inapertinently bufy, doing that whicjh - 
conduceth to no. good purpofe, is in feme teSpe& wotfe 
than. to do nothing, or ^to forbear all aflaon; for it b a 
pofitLve abiife of tour faculties, and trifling with God's' 
^ts 9.J it i^ a throwing away labour and care> things va- 
luable in them&lves; it is often. ^ running 6ut of the 
-way, which is worfe than ftanding dill; it is a debafing 
our reafon, and declining from our manhood, nothing be- 
ing more foolifh or childifh, than to be Iblicitous and (e-^ 
rious about trifles: for who are more bufy and aftive- 
than children ? who are fuller of thoughts and defigns^ or 
more eager in profecution of them, than they ? But all is 
about ridiculous toys, the fhadows of bufinefs^ fv^gefljed 
to them by apifli curiofity and imitation, Qf fuch in-^ 
Ecclef. X. duftry we may imderftand that of the Preax^hjer, The lot* 
**• hour of the foolifh wearieth every one of them ; for that a 

man foon :will be .weary of that labour, which yieldetl)i 
no profit, or beneficial return. 

But there is another induftry worfe than that, when 
men are very bufy in devifing and compafling mifcbiefs;- 
Lukexxii. an induftry whereof the Devil affbrdeth a great inftanee; 
2C0r.ii.11.for tfhecairfed fiend is very diligent, ever wcUching for oc-* 
cafions to fupplant us, ever plotting methods and mea^is- 
to do harm, ever driving on his mifchievous ddigi^ with' 
Job i. 7. unwearied afilivity; going to and fro in the earthy running 
1 Pcu V. 8. oi^y^i as a Toaaring.liony looking for prey, z,nd Jeeking wh^m* 
he may demur. 
And. his. wicked brood are commonly lifce him, \mfi^ 



a r^ rev fuv iig »9»tfikn **9tt9, j^ i^M^o^vSy rh }^ inxti ru rvv ^v/i^i^iy'rMy ^ Xv- 
<^Pt-iXeiv, Piut, de Commun, Not, p. 1949. cdit.Stcph. 

^^•piAim :xai tr»H7f vfiu^At X^i'^ vX/^w ^vmtau xfd >Swt wni^Mif, i4ii/ip 
Eth. X. 6. 

*H ivi fMK^MS rir^t^ii ftifA^n ^*(U, Ptut. ibiJ. 

Vii. dt Glor. Ath, p. 631. 

pi 0^if^§mg iv T9tt y0.4MS, iv nut- ^^ir9vUU»tt U^rms ««r#^U«r«. Ctf. 
JW* ^^ ^^^' '" ApvpK 
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Cfhiufttf in OUT general Odlingy as Chriftians. 43 

workers of tniquiiy^foi vom^po), pamfid men, 0* ira#o0/oyo*, SERM; 
meii that will do all things.;, who will fpare na pains^ nor Ll^* 
fcave any ftone tinturned, for latisfy^g thdr lufts, andj^^[f~7r 
ftccomptiflmig their bad defigns. 

So indeed it is, that as no great..good, fe neither can 
any great nodfcfaief be effected .without much pains ; and 
if we confider either the eharaders or the praftioes of 
tbofc, who have been famous niifchief-doerd, the pefts of Catiline, 
mankind and difturbers of the world, we ihall find them'stiiico/ 
to have been no fluggards. • ^«^*'» *<=• 

Thefe two %rts of mn. and bad induftry the Prophet 
Ifiuah feemeth to defcribein thofe words; They Aa/cAiftu>ix. ». 
e^ciairice' eggSy and weave tkefpider^s web ; of whioh ex- 
preffions one may dtenote mifchievous, the other frivolous 
diligenqe in contrivance or execution of naughty or vain 
defigns; and to them both that of the ^Prophet Hofea 
may be refearred ; Tkey havefown thfi wind, and thetf^aliiioC. viii. ;• 
reap the whirlwind; guilt, remorfe, and puniihment being^j'^^i"^^. 
the confequences of both. And of them both common ^«>^' **"• 
exp6rience doth afford very frequent and obvious inflances, Hof. x. 13. 
a great part of human life being taken up with them. 
For, 

How afliduoufly intent and eager may we obferve men 
to be at Iports ! How foon will they rife to go forth to 
them! With vdiat conflancy and patience will they toil 
in tfaemr' aU the day ! How indefatigable are they in 
n&ag tfid runnii^ about after a dog or a hawk, to catch 
a poor beaft or filly Wrd ! 

How long will men fit poring on their games, difpenf- 
mg irtth their food and fteep for it «. 

How long and ferious attention will men yield to a 
wanton play! How many hours will they contentedly 
fit threat \ What fludy will men employ on jefts and im- 
pertinent wit J How eameft \yill they l>e to fatisfy their 
vami^uriofity ! 



^ ^ffyarms rtit iiMutf, Luke ziik 27* 

* ItnJtfmMt* yiff M fi>MtvSf wMVMf nf*$feuf. iwri ntu ittctrH^ mm) n^vnt d^fh 
«e««*. Lib, Orti/, 31. 
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44 Qflnduftry in our geneful Callingy as Chrifiians. 

S £ RM. How in fucfa cafes' do men forget what they are d<nng^ 

^^^' that fport Hiould be fport ^,4iot work ; to divert and relax 

' us, not to employ and bufy us jto take oflF cur minds a 

little, not wholly to take them up ; not to eidiauft or tire 

our fpirits, but to refrefli and cheer theni, that they raay 

become more fit for grave and ferious occupationfl ! 

Jer. ii. 18. How painful will others be in hewing them out ciflernSy 
broken ci/lerns, that wiU hold no water ; that is^ in inuno^ 
derate purfuit of worldly defigns ! How ftudioufiy will 
they plod, how refUefsly will they feru<%e, 'vrfiatcaridng 
and drudgery will they endure in driving on progefts of 
ambition and avarice ! What wiU not they gladly do or 
fuSer, to get a little preferment, or a little profit ! It was 
a common practice of old, and fure the world is not 

PfaUxxxiz.gt'e&^ly mended fince the Pfalmift dkl thus refled. Surely 

*• eifery man walketh in a vain Jhew ; furely they are difqui- 

eted in vain : he heapeth up niches, and- cannot tdi who 
Jhall gather them. 

How many vigilant and ftout purfuers are there of fcn- 
fuality and riotous excefs; fuch as thofe of whom the 

10^. T. 11. Prophet fpeaketh. Wo unto them that rife up early in the 
mornings that they may follow Jirong drink ^ that continue 
untU night f till wine inflame them ! 

How bufy (O (bame, O mifery ! how fiercely bufy^.are 
fome in accomplifhing defigns of malice and- revenge.! 
How intent are fome to overreach,. to circvunv^nty to iup- 
plant their neighbour! How fore pains A^U-fonie take 
to feduce, corrupt, or debauch others ! How ai£)Sve will 
fome be in fowing ftrifes, in raifing famous, in^ fdnttelfthig 
diforders in the world ! How many kiduftriou» Daves bath 
the Devil b, who will fpare no pains about any kind <^ 
work, which he putteth them to ! How many like thof^ 

Prov. i. 16. Jof whojm the Wife Man fiwth, Their feet run to €l^, and 

▼«•!«• Bxefwift in running to mifchief: they fle^p not^ esteept 
they have done mifchief; and their fleep is ttl^temaivdy^ nn* 
lefs they cavfefome to fall! 
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Now with aU the;fe lahourerft we may well e^poftulate SBRM. 
m the words of the Prophet; Wherefore dxi yejpend money Lit. 
for tha$ fvfUch i^ not iread, and your labour for that which j^^ j^^ ^^ 
fatisfkthnotl 

Such labouPB are unworthy of men, much lefs do they 
befe^n Chriftiaas. 

It becometh us not as rational creatures to employ the 
exoeUent gifts of our nature^ and noble Acuities of our 
high-born foul, tl|e forces of our mind, the advantagei^ of 
our foi^unej our precious time, our very care and labour, 
.vdidy or unprofitably upon any thing bafe or mean: being 
that our reafon is capable of achieving great and worthy 
things, we mud debafe it by (looping to regard toys, we 
Ao ex^tremely abufe it by working miibhief. 
. Much more doth it miibecome us as Chriilians (jthat is, 
perfons devoted to fo high a calling, who have fo worthy 
employments affi^ied to us, fo glorious hopes, fo rich en- £ph. i. is; 
• couragements propofed to us for our work) to fpend our 
thoughts and endeavours on things impertinent to our 
great d^fign, or mainly thwarting it. 
. The proper matter and object of our induftry. (thofe 
/alfe ones being excluded) is true bufinefs ; or that which 
is inci^nbc^t on a maix to do, either in way of duty, being 
reqmi^ by God, or by didate of reafon, as conducing tp^ 
fyesm good purpofe 1 fo th^t in effect it will turn to ac- 
coonl^ and finally, in advantageous return will p^y him 
for hk. labour of mind, or body i that whiph the Wife 
Maa did. intend, when he advifed. Whatever thy Aaiu2 Ecelef. ix. 
fiiietk (o 409 do it: unth all thy might; whatever thy hand ^^' 
fiodelb^ that is, whatever by divine appointQient^ (by the 
conutuuid-or providence of God,) or which, upon rational 
di^&beiirtio% doth occur as matter of our ^i£tiop ; com- 
ptafiog every gppd purpof<^ and reafonable undertaking in- 
.cadonttous* ; r- 

But our bofin^d, aecofdin^ to the holy ApoAle's intent, 
.Boay be fuppofed efpedally to be ^e work of our calling ; 
to vrfiich each man hath a peculiar obligation; and which 
therefcffe is moft properly his bufinefs, or ^ cirtfli) empha- 
tically, the bufinefs Plotted to him. 
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^JS Of Indujlry in our general Citing, as bkri/kanSf 

SERM. Now this btifidefe, our calling, is double 5 our general 
Lil. calling, which is coimnon to u« all as Chi^lians, And <nsr 
""" particular calling, which peculiariy bdongeth to us, as 

placed in a certain ilation, either in the church or flate. 
in both which vocations that we are much obliged and 
concerned to be induftrious, (hall be now my bufinefs to 
declare. 

I. As to our general calling, {ihAt Jk^fUfne^ that hea- 
venly^ that holy vocation h,) in which by divine grace, 
according to the evangelical difpenfation, we are engaged, 
that neceflarily requireth and moft highly defefveth from 
us a great meafure of induftry 5 the nature and deiign of 
it requireth, the fruit and refult of it deferveth our utmoft 
diligence; all (loth is inconfift^t with difi^arging the 
^duties, with enjoying the hopes, with obtidiung the bene- 
6ts -thereof. For, 

It is a ftate of continual work, and is exprefied in tentos 
importing abundant, inceflant, intenfe care and pain ; for 
Phil. ii. 13. to be ind^d Chriftians, We mvfi work out htr falvation 
Rom. ii. 7. ti/ith fear and trembling ; we muflf hy patient cQniinuance 
in well doifigjeek for glory , and honour ^ ^nd inMoPtatiiy. 
CqI. 1. 10. 'We mttft ttmlk worthy of the jjord, to all li/H^k^ngy 
\'^^^''^"being fruitful in every good teotk. We ttiuft U ^kh in 
VhW.'uii, good works, mA'JUed with the fruits of r^hieoiftie/s, 
^s^^e^^'^'^'-which are by Jtfus Chrifl to the pra^e and glory of'ihd. 
}zmM.\i.)'Pf^ e^re Ood's worknianfhip\ treated in IShri/iJefus unto 
Eph. n. lu-^^^^ u/orkSf which God hath lef^e ordained that we fkoHld 

walk in them, • 

1 Thcff. V. We have a foul to fave, and are appointed eJj m/^4^i!t 
*• <rttnvipicti, to make an acquifi offalvation, 

, We have a mind to improve with virtue and wifd^m, 

-qualifying us for entrance into heaven, for enjoyment of 

-God's favour, for converfation with angels. 

iTheff.i. ^g Chriftians we are aflumed to be fervaiits of* God, 

Ron. vii. e.and readniittecl into Iris family^ fronii wln^h for t)uf ^0oy- 

«\?*:. ,„ alty we had be«n difearded} fo that as fie Wad oir *tft- 

b ^Heim»kskti. Phil. iii. 14. KX^<rts lirdt^du/i§, Heb. lii. 1. 'Ay/«.»X«^'f* 
s Tim. i. 9. (Eph. i. is. 9 ThclT. i. n.) 
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Oflndujbry in our general CalUugyOS ChriJUans. 47 

tural Lord^ fo he is now fuch alfo by fpocial* grace; tehd SERM* 
did snake us, who doth mamtahi us, under whofe pro* ^^^' 
teftioit and &t whofe (fifpofal we fubfift;* whence Wft are 
obliged to be fsutltfuUy diligent in his fervice » we muft 
coiifianlfy wait upon him in devotional addxeifes;* we muft 
carefully ftudy to know hi$ pleafoce^< we muft endeavour Eph. v. lo. 
exaftly to 'perform bb will, .and obey his oommands^ ^^lXxK ^ 
moft ftrive to advsffice his glory, to promote his intereft, as. 
to improve all talente and- advantages committed to us frrg^*"' "^* 
tbofe purpofes ;. we mufti as St. Paul exprefleth it, always 1 Cor. 
nhund in the toorkof the Lord. 

We. muft alfb look upon oorfelves as fervants of Chnft Col. iU. 94. 
our Redeemer > who by his Udod hath purchafedus to i*{^,y!;J; 
himfelf, tbat we might be zealous of good works; perform- «3« vu ao.- 
ing a fervice to him, which confifteth in a faithful dif«> 
charge of manifold duties, and in purfuance of all virtue ; 
with moft intent application of mind, with expedite pnmip^ 
tit\]de,vjxrith accurate circumfpe&ion ; giving all diligenoi,^^: >* ^ 
as St. Peter fpeaketh, in adding one virtue to another; rKyrAffin- 
being ready, as St. Paul faith, to every good work; ^^^t:\^^\\ 
feeing. ±kat we walk ctrcumJpeSily, or behave ourfdves Eph.v. i». 
exa£tty aceoiding to the rules of duty in all our conver- l^'IcII^V 

^a^«- . CoLiv.a. 

Thsi; fervioe requireth of us affiduous attendance on Eph. vi. is. 

worksr^of piety and devotion 5. that wa do inceffanily watch ^^ ™' *"* 

to prayer, that we always give tlianks, that we continually * Th«ff« ▼• 

do offieri up thefacrifiiCe ofpraife to Ood. Luke xviiu 

vlt deuiandeth from us a continual labour of charity ;^' ^ 

that me f erne one another in love; thatwe fliould as-te/eis. 

have opportunity, .work good to all men, that we fhouH^jf^'jy/^j^* 

elways purfue good toward. one another, and toward aUHzh^xiiH. 

^f*^* iThcff.ho. 

It obligeth us. with all our powers to purjne peace laith^^f^t 

aUriken', (which, ponfidering our natural peeviflmefs, pride, Ga*rv!'i.3. 
and petwuieneis, is often no eafy taik,) and that we- do g^J**^*"**' 
vw^xiJ^$tif^Jiudim/ly endeavour to keep- theunity of4heJpirit*E^'^^iifnS 
in the bend of peace. tThcff.v. 

It chargeth on tis contentedly and patiendy to undergo 1^. 
wiiatevMr God doth impofe of bu^rden or fufibrance^ ^o^^l^^^ri;,* 

Heb. xii. 14. 3 Tim, ii, 3a. Eph, iv. S» 
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48* Oflndiyiry in our general Calling, as Chry&atU. 

JERM. ^i^t patience Have its perfeSl work; and it is a crabbed 
LII. work to bend our ftiff inclinations^ t6 quell our refra&ory 
Jam. i. 4. pftflions, to make our fturdy humour buckle theretb. 

It doth exaft that we ihould govern and regulate ac- 
cording to very ftri& and fevere laws all the faculties of 
our foixlf all the niembers of our bodyy all internal mor 
tions, and all external actions proceeding from us ; that 
we fhotdd check our inclinations, curb oiir appetites^ and 
compofe our paffions ; that we ihould guard our hearts 
from vain thoughts and bad defires; that we ihould bridle 
our tongues from evil and fit>m idle difcourfes ; that we 
ihould order our iiieps in the finught way of righteoufiiefs^ 
not defle£ting to the right hand or to the left. 

In the difcharge of thb fervice how many rough diffi- 
cukies are there to be furmouhted^ how many gitat ob-* 
.'ilacles to be removed, how many itdui oppoiitions to be 
encountered, how many potent enexnies to be vanquiihed, 
how many fore hardihips, croiles, and tribi^dations to be 
endured! 
c How ihrewd a taik muft we find it to circumciie our 

hearts, to. mortify our earthly members, to crucify our 
flelh with its ailedicms and lufts, to pull out our ri^t 
eyes, and cut off our right hands, to renounce our wc&ldiy 
interefts, to hate our neareft relations, to take up and Bear 
our crofs, whenever confcience and duty ihall call us 
thereto ! 

Our calling therefore doth require great induftry) and 

the bufinefs of it confequently is well reprefented by thofe 

performances, which demand the greateil intentiofi,^ and 

laborious aflivity; it is ftyled exercifej (agoniftic and af- 

iTim.iy.7.cetic cxercile; yi^'^aXjt <r«ayToy Vftig tvaiSmaf, Exerci/e iky- 

.16. "" ' J^lf ^^ godlinefs ; and «v rotrrc^ 8 uMg iaxA, Herein I «*- 

Heb. xii. erctfe ntjifelf, to have always a conjbience void of offence 

. ' toward God and toward men ;) wreftUngj (^/tuoy^ ir^if, our 

nph.vi.ia.wre/iling is not only againjl flejh and blood, but again/1 

J'^'j^lll^^'pnnrfpaZi/ie^ and poti/^'*;) running a race, {Lei us run 

^^\ ^^^^ patience the race that is Jet before us : So run thAt ye 

^Tiz^Av.r'.^^y obtain : Tprefs toward the mark for the prize of the 

I Tim. 1.18, high calling ;) a warfare, a combating, {War a good war- 
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'0fln4u/iry in our general Callings as Chriftians. 49 

fare^ holding faith and a good confcience : Fight the good SERM. 
fight: Thou therefore endure hard/hip^ as a goodjoldier of LII. 
Jefus Chri/i : Every man that Jirivelh for the majlery is \ xim. ^. 
temperate in all things ;) offering violence^ {The kingdom ^^' 
of heaven fuffereth violence^ and the violent take it hy force;) 1 Cor. »'. 
watching, {Let us not fleep as do others, but let tis i^^'^A"' . 
andhefoler: Watch ye, Jiand fa/i in the faith, quit you \^. 
like men^ bejirong: Watch and pray, that ye enter not into \J^^' ^' 
temptation.) 1 Cor. xvi. 

Hence the precepts importing the general tenor of Matt. xxvi. 
Chriftian prance are ufually couched in terms implying **'""^- 
great fedulity and contention of foul ; * Ayav/^terdf , Strive Luke xii. 
to enter in at thejirait gate: Ijet us labour therefore to^'^p^ ^ ^ 
enter into that reft : Labour not for the meat that perijheth, Apoc. iii. 3. 
hit for that meat which endureth to everlajiing life. Give^^^^^^^^ 
diligence to f^ake your calling and eleSiion fure. Gird up 24; 
the loins of your mind, be fober, and hope to the end, ^„, *" 
Wherefore, brethren, feeing that ye look for fuch things, l^^^^^^*P' 
diligent, that ye may be found of him in peace, without John vi.^ij. 
Spot and blamele/s. l^^^tT^^. 

. Such is the work of our general calling, and fo much 1 Pet. 1. 13. 
indufhy it challengeth from us ; with great reafon indeed^ ^ * *"* 
for that fuch work is needful to our happinefs, and that^ph-vi.u. 
our labour will certainly be rewarded therewith. 14. 

The workN* indeed of itfelf is moft worthy to employ 
us, doth moft become us, doth much adorn us, doth beft 
befit our difvise extraction and large capacity ; is the 
nobleft, the handfomeft, the fweeteft employment that 
could take us up; but we have alfo the greateft in- John iv. 
ducements and encouragements poffible for our induftry ^** 
therein. 

There are, by the divine bounty and mercy, wages af- 
figned.almndaintly correfpondent to our work, yea, infi- 
nitely (urpailing it; there is voXu^ fMO-^is, a great (or a Matt. v. 19. 
inaoifold) hire for bur (lender and fimple performances; 
thcaop aie ^eral noble prizes highly worth our ftriving for 
witji,p^ tttmc^ length and contention of foul. 
. tn ff^mffo& thereof we ihall affuredly gain even here 
in this tranfitory ftate the fpecial favpm: ^d love of God, 

VOL. III. B 
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50 Of Jndujiry in our general CaUmg^ as Chr^Hims* 

SISH M. with his cois^nt prote6don iuid oare for our good^; hk 
^^^' faithful dire6lion and friendly affifianoe to guide us and 
1% xMMiv, 9. uphold U6 in all our ways^ to blefg and profper our under*^ 
MxiiT iV* *^***K*> ^ fupply us in our needs^ and comfort us in our 
xsz¥u.d, diftrefles ; fo that we ihall lack noihmg that is good^ that 
pr.'«ci. 10. ^'^ eviljhall happen to us, that aU things iixaSl concur asd 
ProV. xii. cooperate for our ien^t. 

Rom. viiu ^^ ^^^ thereby tafte the &tis£aSion9 of a calm mindy 
^>« and a found confcience, quickened by the coafoktiops of 

CoLHi. 15. the divine Spirit; the peace of God ruling i» our hearts, 
* * "^' * 'UfJkich paffetb all underjftanding. 

We jfliall afterwaxd, when this moment is pafled over, 

and our ihort day's w^k difpafkched, reuceive from <jk>d's 

'bounti&d iiand an uxiconceivable aiHuence of good things. 
Jam. i. 13. an eternal permanence of life; undifturbed reft> ind^jec* 
Icor.Yxf ^^^^^ wealth, ineffeble joy, incoftmptibl^ glory, a kingdom 
35. unjhakalle^ 

John it. 36. He, faith our Lord, that r^opJeth^ reeeimth wages, and 

gather^ithfruit unto life everlajtin^ 
'jfLfrtUfu-^ To them, faith St. Paul, whxi, ly patient eontmuance iff 
Rom. .11. 6, ,^^11 doing, feek for gfory, mtd ionattr, and immoriaUtyf 

God i» recompenfe will jbefiQW eternal 2j^. And, . 
!^Tim. IT. I have, £uth that falefled labourer of htmXblf, Jhughi ihe 
'*'• good Jight, I haw Jinijhed my €ourfe^ J haxje kepi t6 

faith ; henceforth there is hid up fox me aarojt^m ofrighte- 

oufnefs. 
What more effefkual fmir or incentive can there be 

to induftry in this bufinels, than to confider that wk&sk 
Eplkvi.6. St. Paul fo often doth iaculcatej; Kmowing that tvbaifo^ 
J^^ ''^' ever good thing any man doetb, the fame (a r^ecompenle 
Col. iii. 24. for the fame) he fhall receive of the Lord ; and hmufVtg 

^t (in confideration of o»r Xervice done to. the Xord) 

of th Lord we fhall reoewe iise reward t^ tAe inAetil*' 

:ance,P 

Whibt exhortation ican be norore finaoly .gro^Nddd> ^ 
1 Cor. XV. iirongly backed, than is that ^of the ApofUiei ISfcpwg^i 

i Rom. xir. 18. He that in thefe things fcrVcth Chilft, U %CXXptk\^e to. 
God, and approved of men. 
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OJlnd^ry in x)ur general Calling, as Ckrifiian^. $t 

foji breihren, heyejieadfafly unmoveaLle, always abounding sERJWri 
in the work of the Lordy forafmuch as ye know that your LII. 
khop^ Uw^in vain in the Lord? — - 

May it i^ojt alfo much encourage us to induftry, to be 
9S\sr9d,,tbf^t not only the kind of our work, but the de* 
gr^ of. Qor labout Ihall be confidered and requited, in 
jufi {«t>portioii; fo that the harder we work, the higher 
we (hall be rewarded; for to each one^ laith our Lord, the\J^ir»Li^ 
Sonofmanjkall render a reward xetrcL r^v «rpafiv awrS, ac- JJ^ ^n, 
i»r4ing io hi$ performance. Every one, faith St. Paul, 37. 
JhaU receive iSiov fue^ov Korei riv i&iov x^ov, his proper re^ g. 
ward according to hi^ proper work ; whence we have rea^^^r.""* 
fOB tQ obf^rve St. John's advice. Look to yourfelves, that Matt. zit. 
ye lofe not tkofe things which ye have gained, but that y^^^^^.^^ 
receive a full reward, 13. ^ 

To be n^%ent or flothful in fuch a cafe, for want oi^j^^T 
ji little care ^ad pain^ \0 forfeit fuch advantages, what a^«*\ 
pity, what ^ foUy is it ! Were an opportunity prelented, 
by ^ little aiiading opr buiinefs, and beftirring ourfelves, 
t9 pfpcui^ a fair eftate^ or a good preferment, woi4d not 
\^ be deemed mad or fottifh, who fhould fit ftill, and 
S^ego t}iat his adv^tage ? How much more wildnefs is 
it to be drowfy and (luggifh in this cafe, thereby lofing 
eternal bUfs .ai^d glory ! WeU therefore might the Apoftle 
%, Hofi/Jhail t^e efcape, if we negle6ifo great falvation ? Hcb. ii. 3. 
How O^^i ^P e&ape^ Bot only the fin and guilt of bafeft 
iBgratitu^Jp toward bl^B that graciouily doth offer it, but 
thein^ilt^iipn c^ mo^ wretcbied folly, in being fo niuch 
waat^ 40 pw pw9 inhered and wel&re I 

Is it not a fad thing, a lyoful fliame, to obferve what 
paifis naei} wUl |1^9w ^way upon things of fmall or no 
e^qo^rj^ent t<^ ib^m ? yiea, what toil and drudgery they 
will fu^b^n jb| the feryice t^f Satan, iii purfuit of fin, in the 
grpiUfipatkm ofitheir vanities and lufts ? 

\yhi^t ffi^ vi^ a covetous wretch take in fcraping for 
petf 1 l^ow 1)^11 he rack his mind with carking foljcitude 
^ 9^ tP y^th to fpaie it ! How will he tire his fpi- 
lita Tij^tl^ x#l^s Xr^va^ ! Hovv will he pinch his carcafe 
iot wjant i^ wk^ nalufe craveth 1 What infamy and 

E % 
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5a Oflnduftry in mr general Calling, as Chri/iians. 

SERM. obloquy will he endure for hismiggardly parfimony and 
^^^' fordidnefel 

How much labour will an ambitious fop undergo for 
preferment, or vain honour ! To how many tedious at- 
tendances, to how pitiful fervilities will he fubmit ! What 
fore crofles and difappointments will he fwallow ! What 
affronts and indignities will he patiently digeft, without 
defifting from his enterprife ! 
1 Cor. ix. How will a man, as St. Paul obferved, vrivra hyxpuTeu- 
'*• etrdai, endure all pdnful abftinence and continence, in 

order to the obtaining a corruptible croum, a fading gar*-, 
land of bays, a puff of vain applaufe ! 

What diligence will men ufe to compafs the enjoy- 
ment of forbidden pleafures ! how watchful in catching 
opportunities, how eager in queft of them will they be 1 
What difficulties will they.undertake, what hazards will 
they incur, what damages and inconveniences will they 
fuftain, rather than fail of fatisfying their deifires ! 

What achings of head and heart ; what pangs oJF mind, 
and gripes of confcienqe j what anxieties of regret and 
fear, will every worker of iniquity undergo ! So faithful 
friends hath this vain and evil world ; fo diligent fervants 
hath the accurfed lord thereof; fo careful and laborious 
will men be to deftroy and damn themfelves. O that we 
could be willing to fpend as much care and pains in th« 
Chryf. fervice of our God ! O that we were as true fiiends of 
^"^f' '^ ourfelves ! O that we could be as induftrious for our fal- 
vation! that is, in the bufinefs of our general calling: 
which having confidered, let us proceed to the other bufi- 
nefs belonging to us, which is, 

n. The bufinefs of our particular calling ; that in refe- 

1 Cor. vii. rence whereto St. Paul doth jM^ribe, Every man as the 

1 7i 20. i^rd hath called him^ fo let him walk. Let every man 

abide in the fame calling ^wherein he wassailed; let hifti 

fo abide, as faithfully to profecute the work, and dif- 

charge the duty of it ; the doing which otherwhere he 

iThcff. iv. termeth flrfoo-a-eiv ri K»«, to do our own bufinefs, {working 

E^'h iv 28 ^^^^ ^^^ handsy) and enjoineth it in oppofitioh to thofe- 

two great pefts of life, iloth and pragmatical curiofity j 
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()flndvftry in our general Callings as Ckri/iians, 53 

or the negleSt of our own, and meddling with other men's SERM: 
affairs. LI I. 

' This the ApoiUe nameth our calling, becaufe we are 
called or appointed thereto by divine Providence 5 for he 
fuppofeth and taketh it for granted, that to each man in 
this world God hath affigned a certain ftadon, unto which 
peculiar aftion is fuited ; in which ftation he biddeth him 
quietly to abide, till Providence fairly doth tranflate him, 1 Cor. viU 
and during his abode therein diligently to execute the^^* 
work thereof. 

Every man is a member of a double body ; of the civil 
commonwealth, and of the Chriftian church : in relation 
to the latter whereof St. Paul telleth us, (and what he 
faith by parity of reafon may be referred likewife to the 
former,) that God kathfet the members every one in thci Cor.xH. 
hdy, as itpleafeth him ; and as it is in the natural, fo it '•• 
is in every political and fpiritual body, every member hath 
its proper ufe and function ; All members, faith St. Paul, Rom. xii. 
hfjtve not tijv aurijv T^ofiv, the fame office, or the fame work** 
and operation ; yet every one hath fome work. There is 
no member defigned to be idle or ufelefs, conferring no 
benefit to the whole; but the whole body, faith theEph.iv.i6. 
ApoKle,Jitly joined together, and compa&ed by that which 
every joint fupplieth, according to the effeBual working in 
the meafure of every part maketh increafe of the body, unto 
\ the edifying itfelf in love; each member doth confpire and 
cooperate to the ftrength, nouriihment, thriving, and wel-> 
fare of the whole. 

Every man (who continueth a man, in his fenfes, or in*E»titvif u 
any good degree of natural integrity) is by God endowed ^*g^" ®^' 
with competent abilities to difcharge fome funftion ufefuli;. 
to conmion ^ood, or at leall needful to his own fufte- 
nance; to every one fome talent is committed, which in 
fubordination to God*s fervice he may improve, to the be- 
nefit of the world, God's temporal, or of the church, 
God's fpiritual kingdom. 

It is plainly neceflary, that the greateft part of men 
(hpuld have a determinate work allotted to them, that 
they may fupport their life and get their food, without 

B3 
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j4 C^hidvjlfy in our general Calling, as ChryHans^ 

SERM. btsing injlirioli^, offetifive, 6r burdenlbm^ to 6thert; for 
^^^' their living they muft either follow fome trade> or they 
" muft ttiatk and fildi, or they muft beg, 6r they tAv^ 

ftdrve* 

And the reft are obliged to do ibmewhftt coi?^udbI^ 
to puUic good, that they may de&rve to live} fen* d 
drone fliould not be ctmong the bees, nor heith right to 
devour the honey. If any man doth pfetend> or prefume^ 
that he hath nothli^ to do bat to tot, to (kep, to pky^ 
to laugh, to enjoy his eafe, his pleafure, his huiMur, h« 
thereby doth as it were difcliim a reafonable tilld tf liv- 
ing among men, and fliaring inihe fitiits of their ifiduftty{ 
he, in St. Paul's judgment, ihould be deblkftisd of ^Od, fot 
2 ThcK, in. this, faith the holy Apoflle, w^ c^mmunded jfmi, th^i if 
^^* nhy man would n^t u^orh^ neilhsrjhmtd k6 iat* 

Stich an one in the body of meh) what id he but alt 
unnatural excrefcence, fucking nutriment trdm it^ without 
yielding oltiament or uft? What is fa^ but a vntti de» 
forming and incumbering the body5 or a canker Infeftin^ 
and corrupting it ? 

As no man (at leatl with deeency, convenienoe^ and 
comfort) can live in the w6rld, without being oblig^ td 
divers other men for their help in providing aecommoda* 
tions for hito ; fo juflice and ingenuity, cortoborated by 
divine fan^ons, do require of him, that in Commutation 
he, one way Or other^ (hould undertake fomt pains re-* 
funding to the benefit of others. 

So hath the great Author of order diftribute^d the i*allkd 
and offices of i]ben in order to mut»di ben^iit bssA comfort^ 
that one man fliould plough, another thrafli, anoth^ 
grind, another labour at the forge, anothef knit or weave^ 
asiother iail> another trade, another fiiperv^fe ell thefe> 
labouring to keep them IlU in order and peace; that on6 
Aould work wiiii his hands and feet, another with hi* 
head and tongue ; all oonfpiring to One oommon end, th6 
welfare of the whole, and the fupply ^ what id uf<^(ul tO 
each particular member ; every man fo reciprocdELy obfig- 
ing and being obKged; the prihce bebig obliged to th* 
hufbandmaii for bk brtsJi^ to the ^mavey for hi$ olotheis 
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to the maibn for hk palace^ to the fimth for Us fwosd; SERIL 
thofe being all obliged to him for his vigilant care in pro-_j[~* 
teSing ibenb for their fecurity in pvufuiog the work, and 
enjoying the finiit of their induftry. 

So every man hath a calling aod proper bufintfti 
whereto that induftry is required, I need not much to 
p^ove^ the thing ilfelf in res^n and experience being fo «^ 

clearly evideul? : for Mrhat bufinefs can be weM ^palched^ 
what fucceft cwi be expected to any undertaking, in. what 
ealling o«n any man tibrive, withont induftry ? WhaJt bu^ 
£n€& is- there that wUl go on of ttfelf, or proceed to any 
good iflb^ if we do not carefoUy look to it, fteadUy hoM 
it in ita coivrfe, cooiUi^y puib mi drive it forward? It is 
tiue, as in nature, fo in all affairs. Nihil movet non. tMlutn, 
nothing moveth withoiM; being moved* 

Our oiwn inteieft ibould move us to be indufirioua in 
our callmg, t^ we may obtain the good e0ie^s of beiiag 
fo in a o<HnSbrtable and cre^table fubfiftence; that wo 
may not fufier the dannages and wants, the <^appeintr 
inents and difgisaces ^i^mng on floth : but the chief mo- 
tive fliodd be &om piety aisd confcience; fo^ that it i» a 
duly which ir^ owe to God. For God havii^ placed ua 
in our Nation, be^ having upportioned to us ouv taik» we 
being in tran&^uM of our bij^nefs his fervants, we dOi c^t.'m 
owe to him that aeceflSuy property of good fbcvants,^' 
w]4lioui which fiddity cannot fubGft $ for how can he be 
looked on aft a bMoM fefvant, who doth not efie&^ially 
peifonn the wcwrk charged on him, or diligently execute 
the ord^a of his w^m} 

St. Paul doth enjoin fervants, that they flioiild. m a/lfcol. Hi. 33. 
things, olmf tMr ma^s^ with ocmfcienuew regard tof^'^^^jf; 
God, aa therein perform^ fenrice to God, andexpe£hing99rM. 
reeompenfe from, him : and of prinoes be faitl^ that they^ 
in dtfpen&tion of }u(Hce^ en»8<iag ldh¥s, impofiag taxe^ 
mi all political adminiftrations^ are tb$^ fn^tfieifs of Gai^Rotn. xKI. 
jtfefTHfif^ifcumHf ait^ing confiantfy upan ibis very idtittg:^' 
mi if tbefe OKlrcan^s^ the higheA and lo)weft of aR voca^ 
tions, are fervicea of God ^ if iJae higheft upoa tJaat feoie 
bt ti(3d to fo landi dtUfem^ then iMthf all mUdfeiplaees, 
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6ERM. upon the fame account of confcience toward God, do exaflf 

I'll, no Icfs. 
' If he that hath one talent, and he that hath ten, muff 

both improve them for God's intereft; then he that hath 
two, or three, or more, is obliged to the fame duty pro- 
portionably. 
Every one ihould confider the world as the family of 
Eph.iu.i5.that great Paterfamilias, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is namedy and himfelf as an officer or 
fervant therein, by God's will and defignation conftituted' 
in that employment, into which Providence hath caft him; 
to confer, in his order and way, fomewhat toward a pro* 
vifion for the maintenance of himfelf, and of his fellow- 
Matt. xxW. fervants. Of a fuperior officer our Lord faith, fVho is 
Luke xu. '^^' faithful and wife fervant, whom his Lord hath made 
43. ruler over his hoiifeholdj to gi^e them their meat in duefea' 

fonP So the greateft men are as ftewards, treafurers, 
comptrollers, or purveyors ; the reft are inferior fervants, 
in their proper rank and capacity. 

And he that with diligence performeth his refpeftive 

duty (be it high and honourable, or mean and contemptible 

in out\(rard appearance) will pleafe God, as keeping good 

order, and as being ufeful to his fervice ; fo that, upon 

1 Cor. xiv. the reckoning, God will fay to him, If^ell done, good and 

Matt xrv.f^^^^f^^J^^^^^ '*^" ^^ been faithful over a few things; 
31. I will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou into 

the joy of thy Lord* But he that doeth otherwife (behav- 
ing himfelf carelefsly or fluggiflily in his bufinefs) will 
offend God, as committing diforder, and as being unpro- 
fitable. 

He committeth diforder, according to that of St. Paul ; 

a Thcff. iii. If^e hear there arefome, which walk among you di/brderly, 

^^' not working at all. His fentence and doom will be, ac- 

Mktt. XXV. cording to our Lord, thou uncked and flothful fervant — 

»«» 30- Cafl the unprofitable fervant into utter darknefs ; which 

words are fpoken in relation to one, who being a flatterer, 

or fluggard in his calling, did not improve the Ipecial 

taleni intruded with him for God's fervice. 

In fine, if we are confcientioufly induftrious in our vo- ^ 
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cation^ we fhall ailuredly find the bleffing of God thereon; SBRM. 
and that he thereby wOl convey good fuccefs, comfort, LIL 
competent wealthy a fair reputation, all defirable good 
unto us ) for as all thefe things are promifed to induftryj 
fo the promife efpecially doth belong to that induftry, 
which a man doth exercife in an orderly courfe of a^on 
in his own way \ or rather in God's way, wherein divine 
Providence hatli fet him.' 

An irregular or impertinent laborioitfnefs,, out of a^^ 
man's calling or fphere ; a being diligent in other men's 
affairs, invading their oillice, (as if I a prieft will be trading, 
a layman preaching,) may not claim the benefit of thofe 
promifes, or the bleffings of induftry : but a huibandman, 
who, with confcientious regard to God, and confidence Preir. z. 4. 
in him, is painful in tilling his ground, may expeA a good '"^' ^^* 
crop ; a merchant, who (upon the fame principle, with 
the like difpofition) eameiUy foUoweth his trade, may 
hope for fafe voyages and good markets ; a prince care-* 
fiilly minding his affairs may look for peace and profpe- 
rity to his country ; a fcholar ftudying hard may be well 
afiured of getting knowledge, and finding truth ; all, who 
with honeft diligence conftantly do purfue their bufineft, 
may confidently and cheerfully hope to reap the advantages 
fuitable to it from the favourable bleiiing of God. So 
that we have all reafon to obferve the Apoftle's precept^ 
Not to bejlothfiil in bufinefs. 

I fhould apply this do&rine to our own cafe, urging iu 
pradice by confiderations peculiar to our vocation : but 
having already pafled the bounds of time, I referve the 
doing it to another opportunity. 

Now the God of peace fanSiify you wholly^ and make 1 TheC r. 
youperfedl in. every good work to do his willj working i»uV ... 
you that which is well^pleafing in his Jighty through our 30. 
bkfled Saviour Jefus Chrift; to whom for ever be all 
gkry and praufe. Amen. 
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SERMON LIII. 



OF INDUSTRY IN OUR PARTICULAR CALLING, 
AS GENTLEMEN. 



Rom. xii. n. 

Notjlothfiil in lufinefs. 

8ERM. 1 HAVE largely treated upon the duty recoixmieoded in 
^^^' this precept^ and urged the obfervance of it in general, al 
a diftance : I now intend more particularly and clofely to 
apply it, in reference to thofe perfons who feem moce 
efpecially obliged to it, and whofe obferving it may prove 
of greateft confequenca to public good } . the which eippbr 
cation may alfo be moft fuitable and profitable to this axk- 
dience. Thofe perfcms are (^ two forts ; the one Gentle-^ 
men, the oth^ Scholars. 

I. The firft place, as civility demamldth^ we affign to 
Gentlemen^ or perfons of eminent rank in the world, well 
allied, graced with honour^ and fnxniflied with wealth: 
the which fort of perfons I conceive in a high degree 
obliged to exercife induftry in bulSnefe. 

This at firft hearing may feem a little paradoxical and 
firange; for who have lefs bufinefs than Gentlemen? 
who do need lefs induftry than they? He that hath a 
£ftir efiate, and can live on his means^ what hath he to doi, 
what labour or trouble can be exa&ed of him> ^hat hath 
he to think on, or trouble his head with, but how to 
invent recreations and paftimes to divert himfelf, and 
fpend his wafte leifure pleafantly? Why (hould not he 
be allowed to enjoy hiuifelf^ and the benefits which na- 
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ivatt otfortiine have freely difpenfed to him, as he thinketh SERlL 
bcft, without dffence ? Why may he not fey with the ^^^^' 
fich man in the Gofpel, Sokl^ thou hqft much goods taid up Luke lAi. 
for many years; take thine eafe, eaty drinks and he merry f^^' 
Id it riot oftefl faid by the Wife Man, that there is Tio-Ecclcf. ii. 
thing letter under the/un, than that a man JhAuld makey, is/^iu! 
his font to enjoy good in a cheerfiil and comfortable fru- "• 
ition of his eftate ? According to the paffable notion and 
definition, fFhat is. a Gentleman hut his plea/use ? 

If this be true, if a Gentleman be nothing elfe but this, 
then truly he is a fad piece, the moft inconfiderable, the 
moA defpicable, the moift pitiful and wretched creature in 
the world : if it is his privilege to do nothing, it is his 
privilege to be moft unhappy ; and to be fo will be his 
fate, if he live according to it ; for he that is of no worth 
or ufe, who produceth no beneficial fruit, who performeth 
no fervice to €rod. Or to the world, what title can he have 
to happinefs ? What capacity thereof? What reward can 
he claim ? What comfort can he feel ? To what temp- 
tations is he expofed ! What guilts will he incur ! 

But in truth it is far otherwife : to fuppofe that a Gen- 
tlemaii id loofe from bufinefs, is a great miftake j for in- 
deed no man hath more to do, no man lieth under greater 
engagements to induftry than he. 

He i« deeply obliged to be continually bufy in more 
ways than other men, who have but one fimple calling 
or occupation allotted to them ; and that upon a triple 
account ; in refpeft to God, to the world, and to him- 
felf. 

!• He IS firft obliged to continual employment in rc- 
fpeft to God. 

He, out of a grateful regard to divine bounty for the 
eminency of liis ftation, adorned with dignity and repute, 
for the plentiftJ accommodations and comforts of his life, 
for his exemption from thofe pinching wants, thofe 
meaner cares, thofe fordid entertainments, and thofe toil* 
feme drudgeries, to which other men are fubjeS:, is bound 
to be more diligent in God's fervice, employing all the 
Advantages of his flate to the glory of his munificent Be- 
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do Oflndu/iry in our particular Callings as Gentlemen. 

SERM. nefa£tor, to whofe good providence alone he doth owe 
*^^^^* them ; for who maketh him to differ from another? And 

1 Cor. iv. what hath he that he did not receive from God's free 

^- boimty? 

In proportion to the bulk of his fortune, his heart 
(hould be enlarged with a thankful fenfe of God's good-, 
nefs to him; his mouth fhould ever be filled with ac- 
knowledgment and praife; he (hould always be ready to 
exprefs his grateful refentment of fo great and peculiar 
obligations. 

He (hould dedicate larger portions of that free leifure 
which God hath granted to him, in wsuting upon God^ 
and conftant performances of devotion. 

He, in frequently reflecting on the particular ample 
favoiu-s of God to him, (hould imitate the holy Pfalmift^ 
that illuftrious pattern of great and fortunate men ; fay- 

P&l.lzzi. ing after him, with his fpirit and difpofition of foul ; Thou 

**' hq/i brought me to great honour^ and comforted me on every 

Jide ; therefore will I praife thee and thy faithfulnefs, O 
God. 

Plal. zxz. Lord, by thy favour thou haft made my mountain to 

7. xxxi. 8. Jlandjirong : Thou hqftfet my feet in a large room : Thou 
prepareft a table before me : — Thou anqinteft my head with 

P61. xzz. oil} ^y <^P runneth over ; — to the end that my glory may 

la. xvi. 5, jijig praife unto thee, and not be flent ; The Lord is the 
portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup; thou maintain^ 
eft my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in pleqfant places ; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage ; therefore I will blefs the 
Lord. 

In conceiving fuch meditations, his head and his heart 
(hoiild conllantly be employed ; as alfo in contriving ways 
of declaring and difcharging real gratitude; afking him- 

Pf.czvi.id.felf, Whut Jhall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits? 
What (hall I render to him, not only as a man, for all 
the gifts of nature ; as a Chriftian, for all the bleflSngs of 
grace ; but as a Gentleman alfo, for the many advantages 
of this my condition, beyond fo many of my brethren, by 
fpecial Providence indulged to me ? 
. He hath all the conunon duties of piety, of charity, of 
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fobriety, to difcharge with fidelity; for being a Gentleman SERM. 
doth not exempt him from being a Chriftian, but rather ^^^^^ 
more (hi6dy doth engage him to be fuch in a higher de- 
gree than others ; it is an obligation peculiarly incumbent 
on him, in return for God's peculiar favours, to pay God 
ail due obedience, and to exercife himfelf in all good 
works ; difobedience being a more heinous crime in him 
than in others, who have not fuch encouragements to 
ferve God. 

His obedience may be inculcated by thofe arguments 
which Jofhua and Samuel did ufe in preflSng it on the 
Ifraelites ; Only, faid Samuel, fear the Lord, and ferve i Sam, zil. 
iihn in truth ; for confider how great things God hath done^^' 
for you. And, / have given you^ faith God by Joftiua, flJofh.xxiv. 
land for ivhich ye did not labour^ and cities which ye built 
not ; and ye dwell in them : of the vineyards and olive* 
yards ivhich ye planted not, do ye eat. Now therefore fear 
the Lordy and ferve him infincerity and in truth* 

His difobedience may be aggravated, as Nehemiah did 
that of the Ifraelites: They took firong sities and a fafSthtmAx^ 
land, and pojfeffed houfes full of all goods^ wells digged,^ll^^(^^^^ 
vineyards and oliveyards, and fruit-trees in abundance ;fo^^^;^^'^- *• 
they did eat and werefilledy and became fat \ and delighted Ezck.'xiu 
tkemfelves in thy great goodnefs : neverthelefs they ^^^\'^„^ ^^ 
dlfobedient, and rebelled again/i thee, and cafi thy law be* 17. 
hind their backs — They have not ferved thee in their king- ^^*"*- *"• 
dom, and in thy great goodnefs, which thou gave/i them;i Kings 
neither turned they from their wicked works. 

A Gentleman hath more talents committed to him, and 
confequently more employment required of him : if a 
ruftic labourer, or a mechanic artifan, hath one talent, a 
Gentleman hath ten ; he hath innate vigour of fpirit, and 
height of courage fortified by ufe ; he hath accompliih-* 
ment and refinement of parts by liberal education; he 
hath the fuccours of parentage, alliance, and fnendfhip ; 
he hath wealth, he hath honour, he hath power and au* 
thority, he hath command of Jtime and leifure ; he hath j^^^ ^^ 
fo many precious and ufeful talents inttufted to him, not so. 
to ht wrapped up in a napkin, or hidden under ground s ^^^ "^* 
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69 OfJndttfiry %n our ptxttieidar CuiHngt a$ Qmiiemen. 

$£EM. wt to te fqiiftnder^ *wfty m prtrat^ fatiR&diqiisrblit 

LIII, y -^y fwgHmi9n9 1^ be put out to ufe, to be impiwred in 

n^y^l th^ moft advafll:?^g^0U8 way t^ Gocl'^ fenrice. Every ta^- 

Li^r^x. ^"^ ^^ >?©qMW a particubr caie and pains tP miKiageii 

18. ^ F^ 

*^ir^" "^ particularly U God's fteward, intruited with Qod'ii 

Matt. XXV. f^bfeQo^ fpr the fuft^nance and fupjJy of God's &mity; 

Matt. XXV. tQ nd^eve his fj^Uow-fervant^ ki their need^ upon fe^iiabte 

n ' 'J .occafions, by hofpitality, mercy, and charitable b^ie^- 

£«?|;t'«'«'« <^^ce ; aci^ordijQig to that intimatipn of o^r JU^^ JVho is 

Luke xii. ^f^V(t faithful and wifd Jfewardy whom his Lord Jhall mah 

A%. rulfir of his hojipBholiy to give them their portion and meat 

in dii^ feafon? And according to thofe appftoji^al pre-* 

frP^r^ oepts. As every one hath received a gift, (or Qiecial favour^) 

10. evenfo minifier the fame to one another, as goodjiewards of 

17^*18*.^*' /A^ manifold grace pf God: and. Charge the rich in thi$ 

vjorldi-^that they do gpod, that they be rich in good works, 

ready to di/iribute, tuilling to car^mimicaief^ 

And be that is obUgpd to purvey for fo msmjt wd fo 
tp abound m good v^rorks, how f^aa he waat b^tpnefs ? 
JHow can he pjetend %o a writ ifeafef 

Surely^ that ^Qntteman is very Wind, and very b^xm^ 
©f invftutiou, ikvbo fe to fe^k fpr work fit for h^, or ^mr 
not ea£ly difoern inany.empk^yments bdpnging to him^ 
<)f gri^t coineisrn and cpnfequence. 

It is eafy to prpn^pt .and fliew him many b^fineflea, *^s^ 
tdi^eniably b^onging to hioa^ as fuph- 

It is his buimeft io minift^r relief to hi^ ppor a^i|^'- 

bours, in their wante and diftreffe^, by his wealth. It is 

)m bufinds to dir^ i^d advife the igfjorfuH^ ^ cpmfofrt 

;ibe affliSed, tp reelai^i the wicked, ai^d §«c^»(ur|ige iH© 

.^ioii% by bis wildom. It is his bi^pei^ vto j^ffo^^ ^ 

-weak, to re&ue tiae oppr^fled, to eafe thofe who gPQ#i 

iunder heavy bujcd^ia^ by his power j to be fuch a (5^e»- 

Job xxxi. tlernan and lb Q9ipk>y^ as Jpb was % who di4. nof.e^ his 

*^' ^®* morf^l alons,fo that ihefatherlefs did not ^at thereof s wkf) 

. did nfd withhold the poor from fheir d^re, or cazfe thsfly§s 

19. / aftht widow tofi^s wfeo did not fee any peri/k for wa^kt 
•J^****' .(f.df4¥ng9^^ MVpQor wiithimt eqv^i^^^ whp 4^li^er^ 
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C^ iiii^jf in mar pwikular CaUmg^ OS Gef^^ 6$ 

the pwr timt cri^ md Ae fittherlrfs^ and him thai had SERBt 
none to help bim. ^^^L 



It is lus bufinefs to be bofpitaUe ; kind and helpfnl to i Pet. It. 9. 
ibangect; folowing thok noble Gentlemen^ Abmham^^^'^"* 
and Lot^ who were fo ready to invite and entertain ftna- Rom. zii. 
gers with bonntiful cofnrtefj. J^^ ^^H^ 

It 16 his bufinefe to maintsin peaoe, and appealb diilen- 1« »>• i* 
fbns among his neighbours, intsorpofiog bis counfel and 
authority in order thereto : whereto he hath that brate 
Genlleman, Mofes, recommended &>r his pattern. Ezod. ii. 

It is his Sufinefs to promote the welfisure and prolperity ^^ ^^ 
pf his oemntry midM his beft endeavoursi and by all his in* as. 
tueft; in which pra&ioe the fincied Hifiory doth pro-CJudg^.v.g.) 
pomid diveis gaUam Gentlenian ( Jofeph, Mofes, Samuel, 
Ndienuah, Daniel, Mordecai, and all fuch renowned pa* 
triots) to guide him. 

It is his bufinefs to govern his £Eunily well; to edueate Joih. uhr. 
his children in piety sad virtue ; to keq> his fervants in ^ ^ 
good Older. 

It is his bufinefs to look to his eAate^ and to kee|> it 
from waAing; that he may fufiain the repute of his per^ 
foQ and quality with deoency; that he may he fomoUbed 
with ability to do good, may provide wtell for his famiLy« 
may be hbipitable, may have wiherewith to help his bre<r 
thceo; for if, according to St. fWfs injunctions a otan 
finxuid uMiri with his aum hands, ih^t he may ^ve^cniie^Mtralil^MM. 
what to impart to him that needeth, then muft he dbat P"***^**'* 
hath 4mjeilate be easeful to pmlbrvie it, Seer the lame (good 
parpofe. 

It is his bufinefs to oulliivate his mbd with knowledge^ 
with generous difpofitions^ with all worthy M^osmfSUh' 
xmatB befitting his condition, amd qualifying him fat hoi- 
nourable aftion ; fo that he may excels and hmt himibtf 
above dherviulgar lev^ no if^ in real Snierani wiMrth, than 
in ^Dtenor gaib ;. that he be n^^ a GieoiJeman mehily « 
na^ieorlhew. 

It OS bis bufinefs (^nd,tfi3t m Oi^ or erfy bufihcA) lo^^^ 
dbhettr)dBie^]j»9> Iig> qbe^ th» paffioKMi to withftimd tji^busnon 
4emptatiiQytt»>tiO'jyuch^hisMiidiiiQtii5£«b^ j^Aingfac«d 



tnukfcniA* 
let. 
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64 Of In^^ity in mr jHsrikylor 

■SEEM, that his wealthy hondur^' and power do not betray Mm 
^^^^ unto pride, infolence, or contempt of his poorer Ixethren; 
unto injuftice or oi4>reffion ; unto luxury and riotous, ex- 
cefs,; unto floth, ftupidity, forgetfuhiefs of God, and irre- 
ligious pro&nenefs. . 

It is a bufinefs efpecially incumb^it on bam to be caie* 
• ful of his ways, that they may have good influence on 
others, who are apt to Idok upon him a^ their guide and 
pattern. , 

He fhould labour and ftudy to be a leader unto virtue, 
and a notable promoter thereof; directing and exciting 
men thereto by his exemplary converfatioa ; encovmi^ng 
them by. his countenance and authority; rewarding die 
goodnefs of meaner people by his bounty and favour: 
he fhould be fuch a Gentleman as Noah, who preached 
righteotifnefs by his words and works before a pro&ne 
world. 

Such particular afiairs hath every perlbn.of quality, 
credit, wealth, and intereft, allotted to him by God, and. 
laid oh him as duties ; the which to difcharge faithfully, 
will enough employ a man, and doth require induftry> 
much care, much pains ; excluding floth and negligence : 
fo that it is impoffible for a iluggard to be a worthy Gwr 
tleman, virtuoufly difpofed> a charitable neighbour, a 
good patriot, a good hufband of his eftate ; any thing of 
that, to which God, by fetting him. in fuch a ftatioD» 
doth call him. 
^ i Thus is a Gentleman obliged to induftry in refped: of 
God, who juftly doth exa<St thofe labours of piety, cha* 
rity, and all virtue from him. Farther, 
• 2,. He hath aUb obligations to mankind, demanding 
induftry from him, upon accounts of common humanity) 
eqmty, and ingenuity 5 for. 

How can he fairly fubiift upon the common induftry o^ 
inankind, without bearing a fliare thereof? How. can he 
well fatisfy himfelf to dwell ftatelily, to feed daintily, tp 
be finely clad, to maintain a pompous retinue, merely 
upon the fweat and toil of others, without himfelf ren- 
dering a coippeufation;, or making fome competent re* 
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turns of cane and pain, redounding to the good of hit SBRM) 
neighbour ? * ^^^^ 

How can he jufUy claim, or reafonably expeft firom 
the world the refpeft agreeable to his rank, if he doth 
not by worthy performances conduce to the benefit of it? 
Can men be obliged to regard thofe> from whom they 
receive no good ? 

If no Gentleman be tied to ferve the public, or to . 
yield help in fuftaining the common burdens, and fup- 
plying the n^ds of mankind, then is the whole order 
merely a burden, and an offence to the woild ; a race 
of drones, a pack of cyphers in the commonwealth, 
fl^ndi^g for nothing, deferving no confideration or re* 
gai4 : and if any are bound, then all are ; for why 
Ihoidd the whole burden lie on fome, while others ar^ 
exempted ? 

It is indeed fuppofed, that all are bound thereto, feeing 
that all have recompenfes puUicly allowed to them upon 
fuch con^derations ; divers refpe£ts and privileges pecu;** 
liar to the order, grounded upon this fuppofition, that 
they deferve fucfa advantages by conferring notable be- 
nefit to the public; the which indeed it were an arro* 
gance to leek, and an iniquity to accept for doing no- 



It is an infuiFerable pride for any man to pretend Or 
conceit himfelf to differ fo much from his brethren, that 
he may be allowed to live in eafe and floth, while the 
ie(t of mankind are fubje£t to continual toil and trouble. 
Moreover, 

3. A Grentlertian is bound to be induftrious for his own 
fake; it is a duty which he oweth to himfelf, to his hor 
nour, to his intereft, to his welfare. He cannot without 
induftry continue like himfelf, or nmntain the honoiu* 
and repute becoming his cjuality and fiate, or fecure him- 
fdf frotn contempt and difgrace; for to be honourable 
and flothful are things inconfiftent, feeing honour doth 
not grow, nor c^ fuMft without undertaking worthy 
ddigns, conftaotly p^^irftung them, aind happily achieving 

VOL. III. ? 
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86 Oflnduftry ift tmr particular Catlifigj as Gentlemen. 

^ERM. them; it is the fruit and reward oiF fuch aftions, which 
g^___ are not performed with eafe. 

External refpeft and a feihblance of hotidur, for the 
lake of public order, may be due to an exterior rank or 
tide : but to pay this, is not to honour the perfon, but 
Ijis title ; becaufe it is fuppofed, that men of real worth 
and ufe do bear it; or left, by refufing it to one, the 
whole order may feem difref|>e6l:ed: but yet true honour, 
or mental efteem, is not 'due upon fuch accounts ; nor is 
it poffible to render it unto any perfon, who doth not by 
worthy qualities and good deeds appear to merit it; 

Nor can a Gentleman without induftry uphoM his 
real interefts againft the attefmpts of envy, of treachery, 
of flattery^'of fycophantry, of avarice, to which his- con- 
dition is obnoxious : to preferve his wealth and eflate, 
which are the fupports of his quality, he muft owlure 
care and pains ; otherwife he wilt by greedy harpies and 
trafty lurchers be rifled or cozened of his fubftance ; it 
will of itfelf go to wreck, and be embezzled by negli- 
gence. 

He cannot without induftry guard his perfonal wplfiire 
from manifold inconveniences, moleftations, arid niif- 
chkfs ; idlenefs itfelf will be very troublefome and-'ilk- 
fome to him. His time will lie upon his hands, as a pef- 
tering incumbrance. His mind veill be infefted vnth va- 
rious diftra£tions and diftempers ; vain and fad thoughts, 
•foul lufts, and unquiet paffions will fpring up therein, as 
weeds in a neglefted foil. His bodj^ will languifh and 
become deftitute of health, of vigour, of adivity, for want 
of due exercife. All the mifchiefs, whi6h naturally do 
ipring from floth and ftupidity, will feize upon him. 

4. Thus, upon various accounts, a Gentleman is en- 
^ged to buiinefs, and concerned to exercife induftry 
thetein : we may add, that indeed the very nature Hf 
gentility, -or the true notion of a Gentleman, doth imply 
•fo much. 

For what, I pray, is a Gentleman, ^#iiat propMiea l|«th 
, :he, whiat qualities are chara&ioriftioal or. pte^ar tOvhiiQ> 
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whereby he is diftinguifhed finom others^ and raifed above S&RH. 
the vulgar? Are they not efpecially two, courafyand ^^"' 
courtcfy ? which he thut wanteth is not otherwife than 
equivocally* a Gentleman, as an image or a carcafe i^ a 
man; widiout which, gentility in a confpicoous degree i^ 
ob more than a vain (how, or an empty name : .add ihde 
plainly do involve induftry, do exclude flpthfiilnefs ; ibt 
courage ddth prompt bcddly to undertake, and refolutel]^ 
to difpatch great enterprizes and em|>loyments ofcfiffi- 
culty : it is not feen in' a flaunting g;^b, 6r fthitting de*^ 
portment; not in he£torly, rufEan-^Bke fwaggering bf 
hdSiAg; DOttiii high looks or big words^ biit.in: ftbiit and 
gallant dd^s, employihg Vigbur of liiind and heart id 
achieve them : how can a maaoitherwifeapprbyeLbimfelf 
for courageous^ than by fignaUslhg. himfelf in fiich- a 
way? ' ' ••:•.< 

And for courtefy, how otherwife can .it : be well dif- 
played than in fedolons aftivity for the good of men? 
it fiirely doth' nbt confift in modifh forms of addrels> or 
complimental expreilions, or hoUow profeilions, common-^ 
iy yoid (^.m^ning^ or of fincerity j but. in real perform- 
ances of benefidence,- when occafion doth iiivite, and in 
waijtti^ for opportunities to do good; the ^hich praftice 
is accompanied with fome care and pain,' adding a^priee 
to it ; for an eafy courtefy is therefore fmall, becaufe eafy, 
and may be deemed to proceed rather from ordinary hu- 
manity, than from gentle difpofition ; fo that, in fine, he 
alone doth appear truly a Grentleman, who hath the heart 
to undergo hard talks for public good, and willingly 
taketh pains to oblige his, neighbours and friends. 

5. The work indeed of Gentlemen is not (o gfofs, but 
it may be as fmart and painful, as any other. For all 
hard work is not manual ; there are other inftruments of 
ra^don befide the plough, the fpade, the hammer, the 
ihuttle : nor doth every work produce fweat, and vifible 
tiring of body : the bead may work hard in contrivance of 
good defigns; the tongue may be very active in difpenf- 
iflg advice, perfuafion, comfort, and edification in virtue ^ 
a wuMi nuiy beftir himfelf in going about to do good : thefe 

F ^ 
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68 Of Ifidufiry in our pariicular Callings as Gentkmen, 

SERM. are works einployii^ the cleanly induftry of a Gentk- 
^"*- man. 



6. In fuch works it was^ that the tnieft and greateft 
pattern of gentSity that ever was^ did employ himfelf. 
Who was that ? Even our Lord himfelf; for he had no 
particular trade or profeffion : no man can be more loofe 
from any engagement to the world than he was ; no man 
had lefs need of bufinefs or pains-taking than he ; for he 
had a vaft eftate, being heir of all things, all the world 
being at his difpofal; yea^ infinitely more, it being in 
his power with a word to create whatever he would to 
ferve his need^ or fatisfy his pleafure ; omnipotency being 
his treafure and fupply ; he had a retinue of angds to 
wait on him, and minifter to him; whatever fufSciency 
Ifa. liii. 11. any imm can fancy to hknfelf to di^nfe with his taking 
pains, that had he in a far higher degree : yet did he find 
work for himfelf, and continually was employed in per- 
forming fervice to God, and imparting benefits to men; 
nor was ever induftry exercifed upon earth comparable to 
his. 

Gentlemen therefore would do wdl to make him the 
pattern of their life, to whofe induftry they muft be be- 
holden for their falvation : in order whereto we recom- 
mend them to his grace. 
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SERMON LIV. 



OF INDUSTRY IN OUR PARTICULAR CALLING, 
AS SCHOLARS. 



Rom. xii. ii. 

Nbtjloikful in hifinefs. 

I PROCEED to the other fort of perfons, whom we did SERM. 
propound^ namdy, LIV. 

IL Scholars ; and that on them particularly great en- ""~"~" 
gagements do lie to be indufhious, is moft evident from 
various confiderations* 

The nature and defign of this calling doth fuppoie in- 
ddhy ; the matter and extent of it doth require induftry ; 
the worth of it doth highly deferve induftry. We are in 
fpecial gratitude to God^ in charity to ipen, in due regard 
to otufelves, bound unto it. 

I. Firft, I lay, the nature and defign of our calling 
doth fuppofe induftry : There is, faith the divine Preacher^ Ecclef. ii. 
a man whofe labour is in wifdomj in knawledge^ and in^^* 
eqmty. Such men are Scholars ; fo that we are indeed 
no Scholars, but abfurd ufurpers of the name, if we are 
not laborious ; for what is a Scholar, but one who retir- 
eth his peribn, and avocateth his mind from other occu- 
pations, and worldly entertainments, that he may <rp^oAA« 
Jnv, vacare JludiiSy employ his mind and Idfure on ftudy 
and learning, in the fearch of truth, the queft of know- *h f^fim 
ledge, the improirement of his reafon. Wherefore foi'j^^lllll^^ 
idle fchokr, a laxy ftud^it, a fli^^ih man of learning, is^^*'* 
nonfcnfe, MxvUi. 24. 
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TO Oflndujbry in tmr particular Calling, as Scholars. 

SERM. What is learning, but a diligent attendance to inftruc- 
LIV. tion of mafters, (killed in any knowledge, and conveying 

"""""■""■^ their notions to us in word or writing ? 

What is ihidyi but an eameft^ fteady, »perfevcring ap- 
plication of mind to fome matter, on which we fix our 
thoughts, with intent to fee through it ? What in Solo- 

Hov. ii. 2. mon's language are thefe fcholaftic occupations, but t«- 
clining ike ear, and applying our heart to under/landing ? 
than which Commonly there is nothing more laborious, 
more draining nature, and more tiring our fpirits; whence 
it is well compared to the moft painful exercifes of body 
and foul. 

The Wife Man, advifing men to feek wifdom, the 
which is the proper defign of our calling, doth intimate 
that work to be like digging in the mines for filver, and 
like fearching all about for concealed treafure; th^ 
which there can hardly be any more difficult and paihfial 

Prov. ii.4, talk: If J faith he, thou feekeji her as Jitver, andfearcheft 
far her as for hid treafures, then /halt thou tmderftand,-^ 
Otherwhere he coinpareth the faine work to affidupf^ 
watching and waiting, like that of a guard or a client, 

Pfov.viii. wbich- are the greateft iriltances of diligence; Bl^ed^ 

^** faith he, (or Wifflom by him faith, Bleffed) is the mm 

that heareth mey watching daily at my gates, waiting at 
the pojis of my doors. 

Wherefore, if we will approve ourfelves to be what we 
a,re called, and what We pretend to be ; if we will avoid 
bemg impoftors, affiiniinig a name not due to us, we miifi 
not be ilotbful. Farther, 

i. The matter and extent of our bufinefs doth require 
iuduftry from us : the matter of it, which is tnlth and 
knowledge; the extent, which is very large and com- 
prehenfive, taking in all truth, all knowledge, worthy our 
lludy, and ufcful for the defigns of it. 

Our bufinefs is to find truth ; the which, even in mat- 
ters of hi^h imp6rtance,,is not eafily to be difcovered; 
being as a vein of filver, Sncompaffisd with earth and 
mixed.with drofs, deeply laid in th^ obfijurity bf thifigs, 
wrapt up in falfe appearances, entangled with obje&ons, 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Q^ hd^ry^ in onr purlmtar Callingf as Schobirsi jv 

and perplexed wkh debates; being therefore not readily SEHM. 
difcoverable, efpecially by minds clouded with prejudicesy ^^^' 
hi&s, paiSons^ partial afre£):ions9 appetites of honoxir and 
intereftj whence to defcry it requireth the moft curious 
obfervation and folicitous circumfpe£iion that can be; 
together with great pains in the preparation and purga- 
tion of our minds toward the inquiry of it. 

Our bufinefs is to attain knowledge^ not concerning' 
obvious and vulgar matters^ but about fublime, abftrufe, 
intricate, and knotty fubjefts, remote from common ob- 
fervation and fenfe ; to get fure and exa£t notions about, 
which will try the beft forces of our mind with their 
utmoft endeavours; in firmly fettling principles, in ftriftly 
deducing confequences, in orderly digefting conclufions, 
in faithfully retaining what we learn by our contempla- 
tion and ftudy. 

And if to get a competent knowledge about a few 
things, or to be reafonably Ikilful in any fort of learning, 
be difficult, how much induftry doth it require to be well 
feen in many, or to have waded through the vaft compafs 
of leailiingj in no part whereof a Scholar may conveni- 
ently or handfomely be ignorant ; feeing there is (uch a 
conne^on of things, and dependence of notions, tbat one 
part of learning doth confer light to another, that a man, 
can hardly well underftand any thing without knowing 
divers other things; that he will be a lame Scholar,, 
who hath not an infight into many kinds of knowledge ; 
that he can hardly be a good Scholar, who is not a ge- 
neral one. 

To undeiiland fo many languages, which are the ftiells 
of knowle<%e ; to comprehend fo many fciences, full of 
various theorems and problems ; to perufe fo many hifto- 
ries of ancient and modem times; to know the world, 
both natural and human ; to be acqumnted with the va- 
rious inveintions, inquiries, opinions, and controverfies of 
learned men ; to (kill the arts of expreffing our mind, an^ 
inparting o^ concej^tiotis with advantage, fo as to in- 
fimft or perftwde others ; thefe are works indeed, which 

F4 
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ya Of h/iduftry m qiut parlimbtr CaUingy as Scholafs. 

SERM. will exerctfe and ftrain all our fisu^uldes (our reafbn, our 
.^^V* fency, our memory) in painful ftudy. 4 

The knowledge of fuch things is not innate to us ; i^ 
doth not of itfelf fpring up in our minds ; it is not any 
ways incident by chance^ or infufed by graoe^ (except 
rarely by miracle;) common obfervation doth not produce 
it ; it cannot be purchafed at any rate, except by that, for 
Dii labori- which it was faid of old, the gods Jill all things^ that is 
vcndunt!** ^^ pains ; without which, the beft wit and greateft capa- 
city may not render a man learned, as the beft foil will 
not yield good fruit or grain, if they be not {Wanted or 
fown therein. 

Confider, if you pleafe, what a fcholar Solomon was : 

befide his (kill in politics, which was his principal faculty 

and profeffion, whereby he did with . admirable dexterity 

and prudence manage the affairs of that great kingdom, 

I Kings ni' judging his people, and difcerning what was good and bad; 

accurately difpeniing juftice; fettling his country in a 

moft flourifliing ftate of peace, order, plenty, and wealth; 

1 Kings iv. largely extending his territory; fo that his wifdom of this 

X.27/ ^ii^d was famous over the earth: befide, I fay, this civil 

1 Kings iv. wifdom, he had an exquifite (kill in natural pbilofophy 

1 Kinpx. and medicine; for He /pake of trees, or plants, yrom the 

I'Kinn it ^^^^^ ^^^ ^ *'* Lebanon, even unto the hjiffop thatjpringeth 

33. out of the wall : hefpake alfo of beajls,md of fowl, and of 

creeping things^ and offifnes. 

He was well verfed in mathematics; for it is faid, 
1 Kings iv. Solomon's wifdom excelled the wifdom of all the childr^ 
of the eqft'Country, and all the wifdom of Egypt ; the wif- 
dom of which nations did confift in thofe fciences. And 
of his mechanic (kill he left for a monument the moft 
glorious ftru&ure that ever ftood on earth. 

He was very (kilful in poetry and mufic; for he did 
1 Kings IT. himfelf compofe above a thoiifand fongs ; whereof one yet 
^^' extant declareth the loftinefs of his fancy, the richnels of 

his vein, and the elegancy of his ftyle. 

He had great ability in rhetoric ; according to that in 

Wifd. vti. Wifdom^ God granteth me tojpeak as I would ; .and that 

35. 
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Ofinduftry irt our particular CaWng,as Scholars. 73 

m Ecclefiaftes, Tfie Preacher fought to find out acceptable SERM. 
words; a great inftance of which faculty we have in that ^^^- 
admirable prayer of his compofure at the dedication of Eoclef. xH. 
the Temple. ;<»^^ 

He did wonderfully excel in ethics ; concerning which tUi. 
hejpake three thovfand proverbs^ or moral aphorifms; and' KJng^h^* 
moreover^ faith Ecclefiaftes, becaufe the^Preacher was wife, Ecclcf. iH. 
he Jlill taught the people knowledge \ yea^ he gave good^' 
heed, and fought outy andfet in order many proverbs; the 
which did contain a great variety of notable obfervations, 
and ufefiil direAions for common life, couched in pithy 
expreffions. 

As for theology, as the ftudy of that was the chief P™'* »• *» 
ftudy to which he exhorteth others, (as to the head, or 
principal part, ofwifdom,) fo queftionlefs he was himfelf 
moft converfant therein 5 for proof whereof he did leave 
fo many excellent theorems and precepts of divinity to 
us. 

In fine, tKbre is no fort of knowledge, to which he did* 
not apply his ftudy ; witnefs himfelf in thofe wofds, /Ecclef. 1. 
gave my heart tofeek and fearch out by wifdom concerning 
all things that are done under heaven. 

Such a Scholar was he ; and fuch if we have a noble 
amt»tion to be, we rriuft ufe the courfe he did ; which 
was firft in his heart to prefer wifdom before all worldly 
things ; then to pray to God for it, or for his bleffitig in 
our queft of it ; then to ufe the means of attaining it, 
diUgent fearching and hard ftudy ; for that this was his 
method he telleth us 5 /, faith he, applied my heart to Ecclcf. vif. 
knowy and iofearch, and tofeek out wifdom, and the reafon 
of things* 

Such confiderations fliew the neceffity of induftry for a 
Scholar. But, 

3. The worth, and excellency, and great utility, to- 
gether with the pleafantnefs of his vocation, deferving 
the higheft induftry, do ft^radd much obUgation thereto. 

We are much bound to be dUigent out of ingenuity, 
and in gmtitude to God, who by his gracious providence 
hath affigned to us a calling fo worthy, an employment 
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74 Of Indu/lrjf in our pariicular OalUngy as Schokrj* 

S£RM. fo comfortable, a way of life no lefs c(Hmnodk>us, b^jne- 
J^l^» ficial, and delightful to ourfelves, than ferviceable to God, 
and ufefiul for the world. 

If we had our option and choice, what calling couH we 
defire before this of any whereto men are affixed } How 
could we better employ our mind, or place our labour, or 
fpend our time, or pafs our pilgrimage in this worl4> than 
in fcholaftical occupations ? 

It were hard to reckon up, or to exprefs, the numberlefs 
great advantages of this calling: I ftiall therefore only 
touch fome, which readily fall under my thought, recom- 
mending its value to us. 

It is a calling, the defign whereof cpnfpireth with the 
general end of our being ; the perfeftion of our nature 
in its endowments, and the fruition of it in its beft opera- 
tions. 

It is a calling, which doth not employ us in bodily toil, 
in worldly care, in purfuit of trivial affairs, in fordid 
drudgeries ; but in thofe angelical operations of foul, the 
contemplation of truth, and attainment of wi£lom; which 
are the wortbieft exercifes of our reafon, and fweeteft en- 
tertainments of our mind; the moil precioi^s wealth, and 
moft beautiful ornaments of our foul; whereby our facul- 
ties are im{»'OTed, are poli0ied and refined, aire barged in 
their power and ufe by habitual acce0ions : the which 
are conducible to our own greateft prpik and beQefit, aj| 
ferving to reftify our wills, to compofe our affe^ons, to 
Pfov. ii. 4, guide our lives in the ways of virtue> to bring us unto fe- 
*^' "• licity. 

It is a calling, which, being duly followed, will moft 
fever us from the vulgar fort of men, md advance us 
above the common pitch ; enduing us \v]^ hght to fee 
farther than other men, difpofing us to bSg& better things^ 
and to flight thofe meaner obje6ls of human define, on 
which taen commonly dote ; tixieing us from the erro- 
neous conceits and from the perverfe affections of com- 
mon people. It is faid, j^Xi^ ifw^iy ol fit>oAiyr§s yfufAfJuf^a, 
men of learning are double^fghied : but it is true, that in 
many ca&s they fee infinitely farther tban ayvi^ %^( 
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doth reach. And if a man by ferious ftudy doth acquire SERM. 
a clear and folid judgment of things^ fo as to aflign to ^^^' 
each its. due weight and price ; if he accordingly be in- 
clined in his heart to afFeft and purine them; if from 
clear and right notions of things, a meek and ingenuous 
temper of mind^ a command and moderation of paflions^ 
a firm, integrity, and a cordial love of goodrtefs do fpring, 
he thereby becometh another kind of thing, much dif- 
ferent from thofe brutifli men (beafts of the people) who 
blindly follow the motions of their fenfual appetite, or 
the fuggeitions of their fancy, or their miftaken preju- 
dices. 

It is a calling, which hath thefe confiderable advan- 
tagesj that, by virtuie of improvement therein, we can fee 
with our own eyes, and guide ourfelves by oiir own rea- 
fons^j riot being led blindfold about, or depending precari- 
oufly on the conduft of others, in matters <rf higheft con- 
cern to us J .that we are exempted from giddy credulity, 
from wavering levity, from fond admiration of perfoni 
and things, being able to diftinguifli of things, and to fet- 
tle our judgments about them, and to get an intimate 
acqtiaintance with thein, aflining to us their true nature 
and worth; that we are alfo thereby refcued from ad- 
miring Ofurfelves, and that over-weening felf-conceited- 
nefs, of which the Wife Man fmth, The Jluggard IsProv.xxTi. 
wtfer in his own conceit than /even men t/mt can render a^^' 
reajbn. 

It is a calling, whereby we are qualified and enabled to 
do God fervice; to gratify his defiiieg, to promote his 
honour, to adrance his interefts; to render his name 
gbrious in the world, by teaching, maintaining, and pro- 
pagating bis. truth; by perfuadihg men to render their 
due love, reverence, and obedience to him ; than which 
we can have no more honourable or fatisfa&ory en^i- 
ployment ; tiriore like to that of th6 glorious and blefled 
fpirits. 

It is a codling, the due profecution whereof doth ingrd- 
tiale uswkh God, and procureth his favour; rendering 
U8.fi^ obje^s of Md love> and entitling us thereto in regatd 
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y6 Oflnditftry in our particular Callings as Scholars. 

SERM. to our quafities^ and recompenfe of our works: for God 
LIV. loveth none hut him that dwelleth with wifdom: and. So 
Wifd. Tii. J^^^ thou ^nd favour and good underjianding in thejight 
«?'. ^f God and iHan. 

Piov.iii.4. It t» a callmg, whereby with greateft advantage we 
may benefit men, and deferve well of the world j drawing 
men to the knowledge and fervice of God, reclaming 
them from error and fin, refcuing them from mifery, and 
condu£ting them to happinefs; by clear inftruftion, by 
faithful admonition, by powerfrd exhortation. And what 
can be more noble, than to be the lights of the world, the 
guides of praftice to men, the authors of fo much good, 
fo egregious benefa^rs' to mankind^, 

It is a calling moft exempt from the cares, the crofles, 
the turmoils, the factious jars, the anxious intrigues, the 
vexatious moleftations of the world ; its bufinefs lying out 
of the road of thofe mifchiefs, whoUy lying in folitary 
retirement, or being tranfa&ed in the moft innocent and 
ingenuous company. 

It is a calling leaft fubjeft* to any dartger or difappoint- 
ment ; wherein we may well be aflured not to mifcarry or 
lofe our labour ; for the merchant indeed by manifold ac- 
cidents may lofe his voyage, or find a bad market; tlw 
huibandman may plough and fow in vain : but the ftudcnt 
hardly can fal of improving his ftock, and reaping a good 
crop of knowledge ; efpecially if he ftudy with a confci- 
entious mind, and pious reverence to God, imploring his 
gracious help and bleffing. 

It is a calling, the induftry ufed wherein doth abun- 
dantly recompenfe itfelf, by the plealiire and fweetncfs 
which it carrieth in it; fo that the more pains one takcth, 
the more delight he findeth, feeling himfelf proportionably 
to grow in knowledge, and that his woik becometh con- 
tinually more eafy to him. 

It is a calling, the bufinefs whereof doth fo exercife as 
not to weary, fo entertain as not to cloy us ; being not 
(as other occupations are) a drawing in a mill, or a nau- 
feous tedious repetition of the fame work ; but a conti- 
nued progrefs toward freih objefts ; our mind hot being 
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flaked to one or a few poor matters^ but having immenfe SERM* 
fields of contemplation, wherein it may everlaltingly ex- ^^^* 
patiate, with great proficiency and pleafure ^. 

It is a calling, which doth ever afford plentiful fruity 
even in regard to the conveniencies of this prefent and 
temporal ftate; the which fufficiently will requite the 
pains expended thereon : for if we be honeftly induftrious^ 
we ihall not v want fuccefs ; and fucceeding we (hall not 
want a competence of wealth, of reputation, of intereft in 
the world : for concerning wifdoin> which is the refult of 
boneft iludy, the Wife Man telleth us, Riches and honour Prov. Tiii. 
are with her, yea, durable riches and righieoufnefs: Length ^®' "'• *^'' 
of days are in her right hand, and in her left hand riches 
and honour: Exalt her, and ftue fhall promote thee; J/ieVf. 2^9* 
Jkall bring thee to honour, when thou dqft embrace her ; Jhe 
Jhall give to thine head an ornament of grace, a crown of 
ghry Jhall Jhe deliver to thee. In common experience the 
wealth of the mind doth qualify for employments, which 
have good recompenfes annexed to them; and neither 
God nor man will fuffer him long to want, who is en- 
dowed with worthy accompliftxments of knowledge. It 
was a ridiculous providence in Nero, that if he fhould 
chance to Jofe his empire,. he might live by fiddling: yet 
his motto was good ; and Dion]rfius, another tyrant, found 
the benefit of it; to tmixjiAqv vSura yoCix rpifm, he that h^h any 
good art, hath therein an eftate, and land in every place ; 
he is fecured againft beipg reduced to extremity of any 
misfortune: fVifdom, faith the Wife Man, is a defence, t^X^mX, 
and money is a defence ; but the excellency of knowledge is, ^^' 
that wifdom giveth life to them that have it. Money is a 
defence, of which fortime may bereave us; but wifdom 
is beyond its attacks, being a treafure feated in a place 
inacceffible to external impreffions. 

And as a learned man cannot be deditute of fubAance ; Prov.xii. s. 
fo lie cannot want credit, having fuch an ornament, than^°**]J^|J^^ 
which none hath a more general ellimation; and which mended ac- 
g^ J)e of low rate only among th^t fort of folk, to whom Slalom. 
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SERM. Solomon Ikith, How long, yejimple ones, will ye lovejm- 
LTV. plkity f-^and fools hate knowledge P It is that which re- 
Prov. i. aa^^®"'*"*®"*^®*^ a man in all company^ and procureth regard^ 
7« .. every one yielding attention and acceptance to inftru6Uve, 
,;. ' ' neat, appofite difcourfe, (that which the Scripture calleth 
ttceeptable^ pleafant, gracious words;) men think them- 
felves obliged thereby by receiving information and fatis- 
Prov. xxiv. fadion from it ; and accordingly Every thah^ faith the 
^^' Wife Mall, Jkall kifs his lips that giveth a tight anfwer; 

Prov. xxii. and— ;/br the grace of his lips the ktngjhuli he'his ^friend; 
Ecclef. X. ^^9 ihe words of a wife maiCs mouth ire gradcus. It is 
'^' that, an eminency wherein purchafeth lafling *fame, and a 

life after death, in the good memory and opinion of pofte- 
Ecclus. rity: Many Jhall commend his under/landing ; and Jo long 
xxxix. 9. Q^ f.}^ world endureth, it Jhall not be blotted out: his me- 
mortal Jhall not depart away, and hh name Jhall live from 
generation to generation. A* fame no lefs great, and far 
inore innocent, than afks of chivalry and martin prowefs ; 
for is not Ariftotle as renowned for teaching' the w;orid 
with his pen, as Alexander for conqiierihg ^ it with his 
fword ? Is not one far oftener mentioned than the other ? 
Do not men hold themfelveis much niore obliged to the 
learning of the philofoph'er, than to 'the valmir of the 
warrior ? Indeed the fame of all others is indebted to fhe 
pains of the fcholar, and conld not fiibfift, biit with and 
by his fame: Dignum laude virum mufd vetat mori; learn- 
ing confecrateth itfelf and its &bje6t together, to imtnor- 
tal remembrance. 

It is a calling that fitteth a man for all conditions ^d 
fortunes ; fo that he can enjoy prolpenty with mddera- 
tion, and fuftain adverfity with comfort : he that lov^Jth a 
book will never want a faitUiil friend, a Wholefoihe coun- 
fellor, a cheerful companion, an effefhial domfdlter. ;By 
* ftudy, by reading, by thinkings one may mndceittfy* divert 
knd pleafantly entertain himfedf, as in aU'v^athers^ td in 
all fortunes: . '* , 

In fine, it is a calling, which Solomon, who heU cu- 
rioufly observed and exa£Uy compared and fcanned, by 
xeofon and by experience^ ali other occupatkms aod ways 
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of life, did prefer above all others ; and we may prefume S£RM. 
would fooner have parted with his royal ftate, than with ^1^- 
his learning ; for fVifdtyinj faith he, is the principal things Prov. in 7. 
therefore get wifdom ; and with all thy getting get under'' 
Handing ; and. Then Ifaw (then, that is, after a ferious Ecclcf. ii. 
difqmfition and difcuffion of things, I faw) that wifdom^^' 
exceedeth folly (that is, knowledge excelleth ignorance) 
as tight excelieth darknefs. • 

'Thefe things and much more may be faid of learning 
m general 5 but if more diftin£dy we furvey each part, 
and each objeft of it, we (hall find, that each doth yield 
confiderable emoluments and delights; benefit to our foul, 
advantage to our life, fatisfa^tion to our mind. 

The obfervation of things, and collection of experi- 
ments, how doth it enrich the mind with ideas, and breed 
a kind of fantiliar acquaintance with all things, fo that 
nothing doth furprife us, or ftiike our mind with aftoniih- 
ment and admiration 1 And if our eye be not fatisfied with EccleC i. 9. 
feeing, nor our ear filled with hearing, how much lefs is 
tmr mind fatiated with the pleafures of fpeculating and 
obferving that immenfe variety of objeCks fubje£t to its 
view^! 

The exercife of our mind in rational difcurfivenefs about 
lyings on qudl of truth ; canvaffing quefiions, examining 
arguments for audi againft ; how greatly doth it better us, 
foijtifying our natural parts, enabling us to fix our thoughts 
on oijefts without rovii^, inuring us to weigh and re- 
fdve, and judge well about matters propofed; preferving 
^ us from being eafily abufed by captious fEdlacies, gulled 
by f|>eGiotis pretences, toiled about with every doubt or 
obj€^oft flarted before us 1 

Im^ention of any kind, (in diibeming the caufes of. ab- 
&m£t efiiBd:s,iin idfolving hard problems^ in demonftrating 
theorems, in fndning compofures dF witty detariptixm, or 
foieible pcttfuafion,) how much doth it exceed the plea- 
riiouce of hunting- for any game, or of combating. foir aoy 
MSbory ^. Bo' any man's diiildren fo much pl^dfehiin, as 
Utefejcreatuves of his brain ? ! 

3ilie leadiiig of books^ wfaat is it^ but coiwedUig with 
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SERlf. the wifeft men of all ages and all countries, who thereby 
^V* communicate to us their moft deliberate thoughts, choiceft 
* notions, and beft inventions, couched in good expreffion, 

and digefied in exa£t method ? 

And as to the particular matters or obje£ts of ftu- 
dy, aU have their ufe and pleafure. I fhall only touch 
them. 

The very initial ftudies of tongues and grammatical lite- 
rature are very profitable and neceilary, as the inlets^ to 
knowledge, whereby we are enabled to underftand wife 
men fpeaking their lenfe in their own terms and lively 
ihrain, whereby efpecially we are affifted to drink iisbcred 
knowledge out of the fountains, the diyine oracles. 

Luther would not part with a little Hebrew he had for 
all the Turkifh empire. 

Rhetoric, or the art of conveying our thoughts to others 
by fpeech with advantages of cleamefs, force, and, ele- 
gancy, fo as to inftru6b, to perfuade, to delight the audi- 
tors ; of how great benefit is it, if it be well ufed ! How 
much may it conduce to the fervice of God, and edifica*- 
tion of men ! What hath b^n a more efibftual inftrumeoit 
of doing good, and working wonders, «ot only in the 
^world, but in the church ? How many foula have been 
converted from error, vanity, and vice, to truth, fobdrn 
*Ani0kiyi^, i^fs, and virtue, by an eloquent ApoUosi, a Bafil, a Chryf- 

Afts XViii. <*^"^ • 

^«* The perufal of hiftory, how pleafiuit iHuminalion ef 

iuind> how ufefal diredion of life, how l|mghtly incen- 
tives to virtue doth it afibrd ! How doth it ft^ply the 
room of experience, and fumifh us with prudence at tte 
expence of others, informing us about the ways of action, 
and the confequences thereof by examples, without our 
own danger or trouble ! How may it inftnid and encou- 
rage us in piety, while thermn we trace the paths of God 
in men, or obferve the methods cf £vine Providence, how 
the Lord and Judge of the world in due feafon pr(^ed;etb> 
profpereth, Uefifeth, rewardeth innocence and integrity $ 
how he crofleth, defeateth, hlafieth, curfeth, punifliedi 
iniquity and outrage) managing things with admir^le 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



. Ofln^Hflry in ourpariicukar CJaUing, as Scholojirs. 81 

temper of wMilomy to the good of mankind^ and ackance- SERM. 
ment of his own gloiy ! MV. 

The iQatbemaUGal foi^Qees, hovv! pkaiknt is the fpecu- 
lation of them to the mind 1 How ufeful is the praiftice 
to common hfe ! How do they whet and excite the mind! 
^ow do they inure it to ftriA. reafoning, and palietit me^ 
ditation ! 

Natural philofophy> the. cont^npktion of this great 
theatre, or vifible fyftem. prefented before us ; obferving 
the yarious appearances thereby and inquiring into tfacir 
caufes ; refle^ng on the order, oonneftion, and harmony 
of tb»ags } confidering their ori^nal fource, and their final 
defign : how doth it enlarge our minds^ and advance them 
above vulgar amuiements, and the admiration of thofe 
petty things, about which men cark and bicker ! How 
may.it ferve to work, in us pious affections of admiration, 
reverence, and love toward our great Creator, whofe eter^ Rom. i. ^0. 
ml diviniiy is dearly ferny whofe ghry is declaredy whofe|^*};*|^/* 
tianfcendent perfe^ons and attributes of immenfe power, 
wifdom, andj gpodvefs lure confpicuoufly difplayed, whofe 
particular kindnoft toward us men doth evidently fbine in 
thofe his.works of nature ! 

TIm^ ftuctyi pf mornl phUofophy, how exceedingly bene- 
fiQ}fd>m«(y it bt) tA> us, iiiggfifttng to us the di£tates of rea* 
&^ concerning the natuxa -and faculties of our foul, the 
chief good and end of our life, the way and means of at- 
tainiiig.bfifiiiP»ef% thi& beft ndes and methods of pradice ; 
l^difla^i^ifim.bcitweeii good and evil, the nature of each 
virtue, and nu>tives to embrace it; the rank wherein we 
flan4'^' ^ world,: and the •duties proper to our relations : 
by rightly* wdoiftanding and eftimating which things we 
mayikvow how to b^ave omfelves decently and foberly 
tow^-ouifflviesVjuftly. and prudently toward our neigh<- 
boiirs I .we may leani to correA our inelinations, to regu#> 
kli^ouir appa(tol#ai(to m^deode our paffions, to govern our 
adkHM^^-i^ cottduft- mid wieU'ali our praAice wett in pro-^ 
fi^ic«it|oo<of OttT eailf fo as 10 enjoy our being andconve* 
moaoea of M^ in conflamt quiet >and peace, with tranquil* 
i^§^ fe^pi^Eiftion of nimd I 
VOL. xiu ^ 
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SERM. But^fpecially the ftudy of theology, how numbcrlefs, 
^^^* unexpreffible advant^es doth it yield I For, 

It enlighteneth our minds with the beft knowledge con- 
ceming the moil high and worthy objects, in order to the 
moft happy end, with the firmeft affurance. 

It certainly and perfeftly doth inform us concerning 
the nature and attributes, the will and intentions, the 
works and providence of God. 

It fully declareth to us our own nature, our original, 
our defigned end, our whole duty, our certain way of at- 
taining eternal life and felicity. 

It exadly teacheth us how we ihould demean ourfelves 
in all refpe£ts pioufly toward God, juiUy and charitably 
toward our neighbour, foberly toward ourfelves ; .without 
blame in the world, with latisfafition of our confcience, 
with ailiired hope of bleflfed rewards. 

It propofeth thole encouragements, and exhibiteth af- 
furances of thofe helps, which ferve potently to engage us 
in all good pra£iice. 
^ It fetteth before us a moft complete and lively patteni 

of aU goodnefs ; apt moft clearly to direA, moft ftrongly 
to excite, moft obligingly to engage us thereto; efpeoially 
inftru^ng and inclining to the pra6lice of the moft high 
and hard duties, meeknefs, humility, patience, felf-denial, 
contempt of all worldly vanities. 
1 Pet.i. 12. It difcovereth thofe fublime myfteries and ftupendous 
*'• *"• *• wonders of grace, whereby God hath demonftrated an in- 
comprehenfible kindnefs to mankind, and our obligation 
to correfpondent gratitude. 

It reprefenteth manifold arguments and incentives to 
love God v^th moft intenfe affection, to confide in him 
with moft firm affurance, ta delight in him continually 
with joy un^eakablej which are the nobleft, the fweeteft, 
the happieft operations of our foul, 
a Cor. iv. It peareth our hearts from vain thou^jts, and mean 
defires concerning thefe poor, tranfitory, earthly things, 
to contemplations, affections, and hopes toward objects 
moft excellent, eternal, and celeflial. 

It engagetb us to ftudy the book of God, the book of 
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boc^s^ the richeft mine^ of moft excellent knowledge^ S£RM. 
containing infallible oracles of truths and heavenly rules ^1^* 
of life ; tvhich are able to make* us wife to falvation, and ^^Tim- iu. 
perfeA to every good worh ^L^ . 

And how can we otherwife be fo well employed, as in 10. ' 
meditation about fuch things? What occupation doth 
nearer approach to that of the bleiTed angels? What 
heaven is there upon earth like to that of conftantly feaft- 
mg our minds and hearts in the contemplation of fuch 
obje&s? Efpecially confidering that this ftudy doth not 
only yield private benefit to ourfelves in forwarding our 
own falvation, but enableth us by our guidance and en- 
couragement to promote the eternal welfare of others, 
and by our endeavours to people heaven, according to 
that exhortation of St. Paul preffing on Timothy this ftudy 
with diligence : Meditate upon thefe things ; give thyfelfi Tim. ir. 
whoUy to them, that thy profiting may appear to alL Take ^^* 
heed unto thyfelf, and unto the doBrine; continue in them; 
for in doing this thoujhalt lothfave thyfelf, and them that 
hear thee. 

So confiderable is each part of learning, fo extremely 
profitable are fome parts of it. Indeed the ikill of any 
liberal art is valuable, as a handfome ornament, as an 
harmlefs divertifement, as aaufefiil inftrument upon occa- 
fions ; as preferable to all other accomplifhments and ad- 
vantages of perfon or fprtune, (beauty, ftrength, wealth, 
power, or the like;) for who would not purcbafe any kind 
of fuoh knowledge at any rate ; who would fell it for any 
price ; who would not choofe rather to be deformed or 
impotent in his body, than to have a misfhapen and weak 
mind; to have rather a lank purfe, than an empty brain ; 
to have tio title at all, than no worth to bear it out; if 
any would, he is not of Solomon's mind; for of wifdom 1 Kingi iv. 
(by which he meaneth a oomprehenfion of all knowledge, ^*~" 
divme and human ; into which the knowledge of natural 
thkigs, of mathematics, of poetry, are reckoned ingredi- 
ents) he laith. The merchandife of it is better than M^Pro^'^'-^** 
merchandife of fiver, and the gain thereof than fne gold;^^^^^ ^*' 
fie is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou 
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SERM. ctmft dejire are not to he compared unto her. Her frmi is 
LIV. better than gold, pea than fine gold; and her revenue than 

Prov.viU. choice Jilver. * 

19. xvi. 16. Now then, confidering all thefe advantages of our call* 
'ing, if we by our negligence or fluggiflinefe therein dolofe 
thetn, are we not very ingrateful to God, who gave them, 
as with a gracioud interit for our good, fo with cxpeftar 
tion that we fhould improve them to h^fervice? If God 
l>ad allotted to us the cidling of nifties, or of artificers, we 
had been impious in not diligently following it; but we 
are abominably ingrateful in neglecting this paoft inoomr 
parably excellent vocation. 

Are we not extremely defe6live to oijrfdves, if inddg*- 
ing a wretched biunour of U^iilefs we wiU noteojqy thofe 
fweet pleafures, nor embrace thofe great profits to which 
God in mercy calleth us ? 

Prov.xix. 8. If Solomon faid true. He that getteth ivifikfk hveth his 
own foul, he thnt keepeth under/landing JhaUfiiid good; 
how little friends are we to ourfelves, how negldflful of 
our own welfare, by not ufing the means of getting wifr 
dom ! 

Pr6v. XV. The heart of him that haih underjlanding fedkeih^ know- 
ledge, faith Solomon; what a fool then i« he that fliunf 
neth it ! who^ though it be his way, and his fpecial. duty 
to feek it, yet negle£le^ h^ choofing mther to danothingy 
or to do worfe. 

And do we not deferve gtfeat blame, difplfealbrey and dif- 
grace from mankind, if, having fuch opportvuuties of (lua^ 
lifying ourfelves to do good^ and ferve the public, ,we by 
our idlenefs render ourfelves worthlefs and idelefk? 

How, being flothiFul in- our bufinefsj can we ailfwerfor 
our violating the wUlsi^ for abufihg the^goodnefii, for perr 
verting the charity and boimty of our worthy founders 
and benefa£lors, who gave us the good thii^s we. enjoy, 
not to maintain us in idleneis, but for fupporti and encou- 
ragements of our induftry ? how can we cKoufe om:^ves 
from diftionefty, and perfidiow dealing, feeti^ that we 
are admitted to thefe enjoyments under conditioUy and 
upon confidence (con&med by our free, prosoifes^ aii4 



3 4. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Oflnduftry in our particular Calling, as Scholars. 85 

moft folemn engagements) of ufing them axjcording to SERM. 
their pious intent^ that is, in a diligent profecution of our ^^^' 
ftudies, in order to the fervice of God, and of the public ? 

Let every Scholar, when he mifpendeth an hour, or 
fluggeth on his bed, but imagine that be heareth the voice 
of thofe glorious kings, or venerable prelates, or worthy- 
gentlemen, complaining thus, and rating him: Why, flug- 
gard, doft thou againft my will poflefs my eftate ? why 
doft thou prefipae to occupy the place due to an induf- 
trious perfon ? why doft thou forget, or defpife thy obli- 
gations to my kindnefs ? thou art an ufurper, a robber, 
or a purloiner of my goods, which I never intended for 
iiich as thee ; I challenge thee of wrong to myfelf, and of 
. laciilege toward my God, to whofe fervice I devoted 
thofe his gifts to me. 

How reproachful will it be to us, if that expoftulation 
may concern us, Wherefore is there a price in the hand ofPtov, xvji. 
ajhol to get wifdoniy feeing he hath no heart to it? ^^' 

:If to ba a dunce or a bungler in any profeffipn be 
fham^ful, )^w inuch more ignominipuB and infamous to 
^ 3cb(^ar to be iueh ? from whom all m^ expe&, that 
be (faojuld -exeel in intelk^ual abilities, and be able to 
help o6^T& by bis inftru6tion aod advice, 

JJpthing furely wpuld more grate on the heart of on^ 
that hal:h 4 fpirk of ingenuity, of modefty, of generous 
-gooi i^ttme, th^n io be li«l:Jie to fudi an imputation. \ 
• To 4VQ]4 it therefore, (together with all the guilt and 
«U the imhhmffi at|ei|ding on floth,) let each of us, in 
God'# n^me, c^irefoUy Hiind his bufinefs 3 and let th^ 
^rape and hl^Smg of God profper you therein, jdmen. 
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SERMON LV. 



THE UNSEARCHABLENESS OF GOD'S 
JUDGMENTS. 



Rom. xi. 33. 

How unfearchalle are his judgments, and his ways pqft 
Jinding out ! 

SERM. These words are the clofe of a cKfputation, wherem St. 
' Paul was engaged with the advocates of Judaiim^ con- 
cerning God's providence toward his ancient people^ in 
Teje6ting the greateft part of them^ upon then* refufal to 
embrace the Chriftian do&rine; and in admitting the 
Gentile world to favour, upon its compliance with the 
overtures thereof propofed in the Gofpel. In this pro- 
ceeding thofe infidels could not dilcem Grod's hand, nor 
would allow fuch a difpenfation worthy of him, advanc- 
ing feveral exceptions againft it : Grod^ fiud they, having 
efpoufed and confecrated us to himfelf ; having to our fa- 
thers, in regard to their piety, made fo abfolute promij^s 
of benediftion on their pofterity ; having confequently en- 
dowed us with fiich privileges and choice [hedges of his 
favour; having taken fo much pains with us, and per- 
formed fo great things in our behalf; having fo long 
avowed, fupported, and cheriflied us; how can it well 
confift with his wifdom, with his juftice, with his fidelity, 
with his conftancy, thus inftantly to abandon and repu- 
diate us ? Doth not this dealing argue his former affec- 
tions to have been mifplaced ? Doth it not implead his 
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ancient covenant and law of imperfeftion? Doth it not S£RM« 
fupplant his own defigns, and unravel all that he for fo ^^' 
many ages hath been doing? Upon fuch accounts did 
this difpenfation appear very ftrange and fcandalous to 
them : but St. Paul, being infallibly alTured of its truths 
doth undertake to vindicate it from all mifprifions, render* 
ing a fair account of it^ and affigning for it many fatif^ 
fa6kory reafons, drawn from the general equity of the 
cafe, from the nature of God, his attributes, and his rela- 
tions to men 5 from the congruity of this proceeding to 
the tenour of God's providence, to his moft ancient pur- 
pofes^ to the true intent of his promifes, to his exprefs 
declarations and predictions ; to the (late of things in the 
worlds and the preffing needs of all mankind : fuch rea- 
fons (I fay, which I have not time more explicitly to re- 
late) doth the Apoftle produce in favour of this great 
difpenfation 5 the which did fuffice to clear and juftify it 
from all their objections : yet notvdthftanding, after that 
he had fteered his difcouife through all thefe rocks, he 
thought it fafe to caft anchor; winding up the conteft in 
this modeft intimation, that whatever he could fay, 
might not perhaps exhauft the difficulty, or void all 
.fcniple ; that therefore in this, and in all fuch cafes, for 
entire iatisfa£tion, we (hould have recourfe to the incom- 
prehenfible wifdom of Grod, who frequently in the courfe 
of his providence doth a£t upon grounds, and ordereth 
thmgs in methods, tranfeending our ability to difcover or 
trace : to confider fome caufes and reafons of which in- 
comprehenfibility, and to ground thereon fome practical 
advices, will be the fc<^ of my difcourfe : the reafons 
may be thefe t 

I. As the dealings of very wife men fometimes are 
founded upon maxims, and admit juftificaUons, not ob- 
vious nor penetrable by vulgar conceit ; fo may God aft 
according to rules of wifd<Hn and juftice, which it may 
be quite impoflihle by our faculties to apprehend, or witii 
our means to defcry. 

As there are natural modes of being and operation, 
(fuch as God's neeefTary fubfiftence, his produdion of 

04 
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SBBM. thbgs from nothing, his etomity without focoeffion, hid 
^^* immenfity without eactenfion, his prefcienoe withouit ne-^ 

*"""""""* ceffitation of events, his ever adting, but never changin^l 
and the like,) fo there may be prudential rand moral roles 
of proceeding far above our reach; fo God himfelf 

Ifa. iv. 9. teileth }js: ul$ tke heatams are higher than the earth, Ji 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. Some of them we may be uneapaUe td 
know, b^aufe of our finite nature ; they being pecfiliat 
obje£ts of divine wifdom, and not to be underAood by ffisy 
creature : for as God canxx>t impart the power of Acmg 
all things poffible, fo may he not commuiacate tte-fii^ 
culty of knowing all things intelligible; that being indeed 
to ungod himfelf, or to deprive himfelf of his peerlefs fii- 

1 Tim. i. premacy in wifdom; hence is he ftyled the only wije God; 

^m. xvi. henoe is he faid to dwell in light inaecefibie^ hence he 

27* chmrgeth the angels with folly ; henoe the moft illuminate 

1 Tim. vi. ferapdbims do veil their faces before ham. 

job iv 18 O^r f^^^ ^6* ^^ ^^^ **ot be able Ito perceive Irom 

Ifa. vi. 2. the meanne& of our nature, or our low rank among crea- 
tmes : for beneath omnifcience <diere being imnmien^ile 
forms of inteUigenoe, in the loweft of tbi^ we fit, -one 
remove from beads ; being endowed with edacities fiiit- 
-able to that inferior fbttion, and to thiofe ineaner em^oy- 

Pf. ciii. 30. ments, for which we wene defined ^nd framed ^ whence 

ii/ ' "* our mind hath a pitch, beyond which h canned foar; aftd 
things clearly intelligible to more ndUe creo^xupts, xxm^-' 
ioofgin a higher orb, may be dark and unexplicaMe to «s : 

9 Sam. %\y.As an angel cfGod,fo is my lord the king, to difcem g&od 

17, so.ziz.^^ f^^ ^^ ^^ exppeJSon importing this difiefence, hm^r 
thofe glorious creatures do overtop us in imteUedual ca- 
pacities. 

Alio <Uvers ^xotions liot £mply paffing onr oapad^ 4o 
know, w& are not yet in condition 4o ken, by4[«afon of 
em ciroumflances here, in this dark comer ^f things, 4o 
ttdaich \^ are confined, and wherein wie lie under unnay 
diladvantages of attaining knowledge. He that is A^kt 
vp in ^ clefe pdiace, and can only peq> tfaroogh cUaks, 
who fiandet)! Ja- a valley, and ihatii tiis pvofpoft imtx* 
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eepted^ wbo is encompafled wMi fogs^ who* hath "but aSERM. 
daiky li^t.to view things by, whofe eyes are weak or ^^* 
fcml, how can he fee much or far ; how can he difoem 
diings remote, minute, or fubtile, clearly sbtii diftin6Qy ? 
Such ifl our cafe; our mind is pent up in the body, and 
lookethonly through thofe clefts by which objeAs ftrike 
our fenfe ; its iiMnoition is limited within a very finaii corn- 
pals; it refideth in an atmo^here of fancy, fluffed with 
exhalations ^Rxb temper, appetite, paffion, intereft; its 
i^t is icant and faint, (for fenfe and experience do reach 
only fome few grofs matters of faA ; Ugfat infufedy and 
{■evelation imparted to us, proceed from arbitrary difpen^ 
&lion, in definite meafures;) our ratiocination conies 
quently from fuch principles muft be very ftiort and de^ 
fedanre ; nor aie our minds ever thoroughly ibund^ or pure 
and ddecate from prejuctices; hence no wonder, diot 
now we are wh<dly ignorant of divers great truths, or 
have but a glimmering notion of them, which we may 
and hereafter (hall oome fully and clearfy to underftand ; 
(o that even Apofties, the fecretaries of heaven, might 
£iy, ff^ kmw in pHrtj and we prophecy in pari ; we nffw 1 Cor. xiU. 
Jee i-hrough jo, giafs darkfy^ but then face to face. ^' ^^' 

In fine, thofe rules of -equity or expedience, wiiich we 
in our ti^n&^tions with one another 4I0 ufe, (being de- 
lifed from our original inclinations to like fome good 
thmgs, or from notions damped on our foul when Grod 
made ^m according to his image, from common experi- 
ence, from any kitid of rational collodion, from the pre- 
fcription of God's word,) if they be appfied to the de»l- 
iigs of God, wfll tee found very incongruous, or defidtent; 
the C0& beuig valftly altered, from that infinite jdiftaBce in 
nature and fiaite betwoen<7od and us; and from the im- 
meafe ^Uftwenoes which his rda^ons toward «w have from 
our iwiations to one another. 

Wherefore in diverss inquiries about Provaklenoe, to 
which o»r -curioiky will ftretch itfelf, it is impofiibkfer 
us to be Mifolved ; and kunchuig into them, we fliall £b6n 
get Mt ci mxT depth, 4b -as to iwim in difiatisfiaiidaon, or 
to fink Into diftruft : Why God made the world at fi«b 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



$6 The Unfearchablenefs of God's Judgmenis. 

SERM. an inftant, no fooner or later; why he made it thus, not 
^V- exempt from all difonfer; why he framed man (the 
prmce of vifible creatures) (o fallible and frail, fo prone 
to fin, fo liable to mifery 5 why fo many things happen 
ofienfive to him, why his gifts are diftributed with fuch 
inequality ? Such queftions we are apt to propound and 
to debate ; but the refolution of them our mind perhaps 
was not made to apprehend, nor in its moft elevate con- 
dition {hall attain it: however in this ftate we by no 
means can come at it ; it at leaft being kept clofe froni 
Dcut xxix.us among thofe things, of which it is faid, thefecrei things: 
^^' belong unto the Lord our Gody in diftin£lion from others^ 

about which it is added, but thofe that are revealed belong 
unto usy and to our children for ever* 

In fuch cafes the abfolute will, the fovereign autho- 
rity, the pure liberality of God do fupply the jdace of 
Rom. ix. reafons ; fufficient, if not to fatisfy the nunds of men 
ifa. xlv. 9, fondly curious, yet to ftop the mouths of thofe who arfc 
boldly peremptory : the which are alleged, not with in- 
tent to imply that God ever a^th unaccountably, or 
without higheft reafon, but that fometimes his methods 
of a&ing are not fit fubje6ts of our conception or difcuf- 
fion ; for otherwhile God appealeth to the verdift of our 
Gen. zviii. r^ifon ', when the cafe is fuch that we can apprehend 
Exck. xviii. it, and the apprehenfion of it may conduce to good pur- 
!*• pofes. 

fla. V. 3. *^ ' 

z. As the {landing rules of God's a&ing, fo the occa- 
- fional grounds thereof are conunonly placed beyond the 
fphere of our apprehenfion. 

God is obliged to profecute his own inmautable de- 

Eph. i. IK crees ; working all things^ as the ApofUe faith, according 

to the counfel of his own will; which how can we anywife 

come to difcovcr ? Can we climb up above the heaven of 

heavens, and there unlock his clofet, rifle his cabinet, and 

' perufe the records of everlafling deftiny, by which the 

Rom. xi. world is governed ? No j Who knoweth hiS mind, or hath 

ifiu xi. 18. ^^^^ ^^^ counfelhr ? Who, faith the Prophet, hathjiood in 

Jer. xxiii. the counfid of ike Lord; or hath perceived and heard his 

yfrn/uLAziwordf 
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He Aoihfearch the hearts, and try the reins of men; he S£RS1 
doth weigh their Jpirits, and their works ; he doth know ^^' 
their Jrame, he doth under fland their thoughts afar off^i 
he perceiveth their clofeft intentions, their deepeft contri- 
vances, their moft retired behaviours ; he confequently is 
acquainted with their true qualifications, capadties, and 
merits; unto which he moft juftly and wifely doth accom- 
modate his dealings with them; the which therefore 
muft often thwart the opinions and expedations of us, 
who are igporant of thofe particulars, and can only view 
the exterior face or femblance of things : for (as Samuel, 
in the cafe of preferring David before his brethren, £d 
fay) God feeth not as man feeth ; for man looketh on the 1 Sam. x?i. 
outward appearance, but God looketh on the heart. ^' 

Grod alfo hath a perfe£l: forefight of contingent events ; 
he feeth upon what pin each wheel moveth, and withi(iL.xlT. 11. 
what weight every fcale will be turned ; he difcemeth all 
the connexions, all the entanglements of things^ and 
what the refult will be upon the combination, or the 
clafhing of numberlefs caufes; in correfpondence to which 
perceptions he doth order things confiftently and conveni- 
ently ; whereas we being ftark blind, or very dun-fighted 
in fuch refpefts, (feeing nothing future, and but few things 
prefent,) cannot apprehend what is fit and feafible; or 
\vhy that is done, which appeareth done to us. 

God obferveth in what relations, and what degrees of 
comparifon, (as to their nature^, their virtues, their con- 
fequences,) all things do ftand, each toward others; fo 
poiiing them in the balance of right judgment, as exa^y 
to diftingoifli their juft weight and worth : whereas we 
cannot tdl what things to compare, we know not how to 
put th^n into the fcale, we are unapt to make due allow- 
ances, we are unable to dilcem whidi fide doth over- 
weigh : in 4he immenfe variety of obje&s our knowledge 

• Prov. zvi. 3/ Ua. xxvu 7, 1 Sam* ii. 3. Pfal« ciii. 14. cxxxix. 3. Iziv. 6. 
Job. xiv. 16. 

4?^«v. Tikeod. Ep, 9. 
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SERM. doth extend to feW things eligibki nor among them can 
^^' we pick out the beft competitors for piir choice : heno^ 
often muft we be at great loflfes in fcanning the defigng, or 
tracing the footftep$ of Providence. 

3. We are alfo uncapable thoroughly to difcern the 
ways of Providence from our moral defeflB, in fome mea- 
sure common to all naen ; from our ftupidity, our floth, 
t>ur temerity, our itopatieq^e^ our impurity of heart, our 
perverfenefjs of wiH and affedions : we have not the ;per- 
ipicacky to^py the fubtife tracks and fecret referves of 
dirine wifdbm ; we have tiot tb^ induftry, with fteady ap- 
l^ation of mind, to re^rd and ms^ditate ou God's 
wbrks; we have not the temper and pajdence to w^ 
upon God, until he difcoYtf- himfelf in the accomplifli- 

Matt. V. 8. aient of his purpofe* ; we have not that hkffisd purity of 
hjBortf'sivYn.ch. is nsquifite to ih&fmng God in his fpjBoial 
difpenfations ; we. have not that rectitude of will and gor 
^emment of our poffions, as not tb be Vandalized at what 
God doeth, if it thwarteth our eoliceit op humour : fuch 
de&d;s are obferv^le in the bed men; who therefore 
have mifepprehended, have djfrelifhed, have fretted and 
tourmuredatthe profeeedings of God : we might iijfl^nc^ 
in Job, in. DaVid, in Elias, in Jonah, in the holy Apofttes 
themfelvtes, by whofe fpeechds and dfcportments in fpine 
cafes, it ma^ appear hbw difficult it is for Us, who hav^ 

Job X. 4. 9ye9 ^fiefti, as J6b fpeaketh, and hearts too never qaite 
freed of Carnality, to fee through, or fully to acquiefc^ i^ 
<the deaEn^s of £k>d. 

It n indeed a diftemper incident to u«, which «^e ca» 
hardly fliun, oir ciwe, that' we ane apt to naeafupe the 
e^tsdty aiad expedience, of things aceondifeg td oUr PpHWO* 
and paffiOns y aifie<Bing confequcntly* to inxpolb o» God 
oar £liy imaegiiiadcms as ruJies of his pr^cepdi]|g> ^^ ^ 
' JBooftitute hian thfc eijcfecutioner of ooj' forry paffio^s : «^h** 
we conceit fit to be done, that we take God bound to 
perform; when we feel ourfelves ftirred, then we prefume 
God muft be alike concerned : to our apprehenfions every 
flight inconvenience is a huge calamity, every fcratch or 
fortune is a ghaftly wound; God therefore^ wje tbiri^^ 
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ihoidd have prevented it^ or muft prdbntly remove it; SBRlkl 
every pitiful baxiUe> every trivial accommodation is a ^^' 
matter of high confequence^ which if God v^ithhold, we 
are ready to clamour on him, and wail as children fof 
want of a trifle. Are we foundly angry, or inflamed with 
zeal? thenar* mtifi come dawn from Aeai/ew, then thun-Lnke««.*^i 
derbolts muft fly about, then nothing but fudd^n. woe 
and vengeance are denounced : Are we pleafed ? then 
ihowers of bleflSngsmuil defcend on the heads, then floods 
of wealth muil run into the laps of our favourites, other- 
wife we are not fatisfiedj and fcarce can deem Godawake, 
or mindful of his charge. We do beyond meafure hate 
or defpife fome perfons, and to thofe God nmft not aflbrd 
any favour, any mercy, any forbearance, or time of repent- 
ance ; wjc exceflively admire or dote on others, and thofe 
God muft not touch or crofs : if he doth not proceed 
thu», he is in danger to forfeit his authority : he muft 
handly be allowed to govern the world, in cafe he will 
not fquare his adminiftrations to our fond conceit, or fro- 
ward humours hence no wonder, that mep often are 
fiumbled about Providence; for God will not rule ac- 
cording, to their &nQy or pleafure, (it would be a mad 
world if he ftiould,) neither indeed could he do fo if he 
would, their judgments and their deflres being infinitely 
vanous, inconfiftent, and reptignant. Again, 

4. The nature of thofe inftruments which divine Pro- 
vidence doth ufe in adminiftratipn of human, aifairs, 
hindereth, us from <iifceming it: it is an obfervation 
amoi^ philofophers, that the footfteps of divine wifdom 
are, to exclufion of doubt, far more coi^fpicuous in the 
works of nature, than in the management of our aflairs^^ 
fo that fome .who by contemplation of natural appear- 

b Nam cum difpoiiti quaeiiffem foedera mundi, 
]t^fcriptDfque mari fines ■■■ 



^tttnc ooniia rcbar 



CfM^filio firn^ata Dei 

Sed cum res homiAum tanta caligine volvi 
Adfpicetem — — 

■ ■■ nirfns labdk£bi cadebat 
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SERM. ances were convinced of God's exiflence^ and his protec-* 
^^' tion of the world, (who thence could not doubt but that 
an immenfe wifdom had ereAed the beautiful frame of 
heaven and earth, had ranged the ftars in their order and 
Diod. Sici. courfes, had formed the bodies and fouls of animals, had 
*^* ^' * provided for the fubfiftence and propagation of each fpe- 
cies, had fettled and doth uphold the vifible world in its 
fo comely and convenient ftate, that even fuch men,) re- 
fle£ling on the courfe of human tranfa£tions, have dag- 
gered into diftruft, whether a divine vrifdom doth fit at 
the helm of our affairs ; many thence hardly would admit 
God to be concerned in them, but luppofed him to com- 
mit their conduft to a fatal fwinge, or a cafual fluftu- 
ation of obvious caufes : one great reafon of this diffe- 
rence may be, that whereas the inftruments of divine 
power in nature are in themfelves merely paffive, or aft 
only as they are a£ied by pure neceffity, (as a pen in writ- 
ing, or a hammer in ftriking,) being thence determinate, 
uniform, conftant, and certain in their operation ; when- 
ever there any footfteps of counfel, any tendency to an 
end, and deviation from the common tracks of motion do 
appear, fuch effefts cannot reafonably be imputed merely 
to natural caufes, but to a fuperior wifdom, wielding them 
in fuch a manner, and (leering them to fuch a mark : but 
the vifible engines of Providence in our affairs are felf- 
moving agents, working with knowledge and choice; the 
which, as in themfelves they are indeterminate, irregular, 
and uncertain ; ib they are capable to be diverfified in 
numberlefs unaccountable ways, according to various re^ 
prefentations of objefts, or by influence of divers prin- 
ciples inclining to judge and choofe differently : temper, 
humour, paffion, prejudice, cuftom, example, together 
with contingencies of occafion, (depending on like prin- 
ciples in adjacent free caufes,) do move, fingly or com- 
binedly, in ways fo implicate, to the produftion of fo 
various events, that nothing hardly can fall out, which 
may not with fome plaufible colour of reafon be derived 
from fome one of thofe fources, or from a complication 
of them : nothing can appear fo uncouth or extravagant. 
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which may not be fathered on fome fetch of wit, or fome SERM. 
hit of fancy, or fome capricio of humour^ or fome tranf- LV. 
port of paflSon, or fome lucky advantage, or on divers of " 

thofe confpiring; whence in accounting for the reafon 
of fuch events, men de^n they may leave out Providence 
as fuperfluous; efpecially confidering, that ufually dif- 
orders and defeats, only imputable to man's wiU, do ac- 
company and further fuch events. 

For inftance, what other caufe would many think need- Gen-xlr. >. 
fill to affign for the conveyance of Jofeph into Epypt,pfai.cv. 17. 
than the envy of his brethren; for Shimei's reviling^ s*^ *^* 
David, than his bafe malignity; for David's numbering uir. i. 
the people^ than his wanton pride; for Jeroboam's revolt, } j^'^ **** 
than his unruly ambition; for Job's being robbed, than Job i. 15, 
the thieviih difpofition of the Arabs ; for his being dif- ^as ii. 93. 
eafed, than a redundance of bad humours ; for our Lord's '^^' «8. « 
fuffering, than the fpiteful rage of the Jewifh rulers and 
people; together with the treacherous avarice of Judas, 
and the corrupt eafinefs of Pilate? Thefe events all of 
them are afcribed to God's hand and fpecial ordination ; 
but men could not fee or avow it in them : what need, i 

will men ever fay, in fuch cafes to introduce God's aid, 
when human means fuffice to achieve the feat ? 

5. Indeed, as in nature, the influences of heaven, and 
of inferior caufes, fo conunonly in the produfUonof thefe 
events, divine and human agency are fo knit and twifted 
one with the other, that it is not eafy to difcriniinate 
them, fo as to fever the bounds of common and fpecial 
Providence ; or to difcem what God performeth by na- 
tural inflniments, what by fuperior efficacy; when the 
balance tumeth from our inclinations, when it is caft from 
a griun thrown in by divine interpoiition ; the manage- 
ment of thefe affairs being a concert, wherein God's wif- 
dom beareth one part, man's free-will playeth another^; 
fortune and occafion alfo do flrike in ; we not feeing the 
firft, are prone to afcribe all the harmony to the lafl, 
which are mofl obvious and vifible. 

TtH-.. M0X, 7yr. diff. a. t Plat. 
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SERM. 6. The more apt we are to do thus, becaufe the man* 
LV, ner of divine efficacy is ever very foft and gentle: God 
^^JJJ[^JJjj^difpofeth things fortiter et fuaviter $ io sa eflfeauaUy to 
%b^»ti «•) perform what he defigneth, but in the moft fweet and 
^^''•"*"' eafy way : his providence doth not hurry, along; like an 
impetuous rumbling torrent, but glideth on as a fmooth 
and (till cmrrent, with an irrefiftible but imperc^tible 
force carrying things down therewith: without much 
ado, without any clatter, by a nod of his head, by a 
whifper of his mouth, by a turn of hia hand, he doth 
9Mrm$ efieS: his purpofes : winding up a clofe fpring, hq fettetb 
^Sfy^i^ the greateft wheels in motion ; and thrufting in an infen- 
si^tf- fible fpoke, he ftoppeth the greateft wheels in thdir career; 
'injecting a thought, exciting an humour, prefenting an 
occafion, infinuating a petty accident, he bringeth about 
Pfai. xKiii. the moft notable events. He doth fo fajhion the hearis 
Ife xii 13 ^^^^h fo manage their hands y fo gidde their Jieps, that 
xlii. 6. even they who are afted by him cannot feel the loaft 
9^ xx.^ai'. ^o^ch ^P^^ them. For, the king's heart is in the hand.of 
Jcr. X. 23. the Lord, as the rivers of waters ; he turneth it wherefoever 
14,'zxuL ^ w^iM; that is, by fecret pipes, by obfoure channels, 
vmv »»i ^^^ conveyeth the minds and wills of greateft perfons 
(the chief engines of his providence) unto fuch points of 
refolution as he pleafeth, fo that they feem to flow thi- 
ther of their own accord, without any exterior dire^on 
or impulfe : hence do his moft effectual operations iUp by 
us without making imprefSoq on our minds, which are 
wont to apprehend things, as with a grofs palpability 
they do incur the fenfes, fo that the Preacher, compwijig 
the methods of Providence with the moft occult proceed- 
EcdeC xi. ings in nature, might well fay. As tkau knotuq/i not the 
way of the fpirity nor how, the hones do grow in the womb 
of her that is with child; fo thou knowe/i not the works of 
Gody who maketh alL Again, 

7. God, in his progrefs toward the achievement of any 
defign^ is not wont to go in the moft direct and compenr 
dious ways, but commonly windeth about, and taketh a 
large compafs, enfolding feveral other coinddent pur- 
pofes, fome whereof may be no lefs confiderable^ than is 



Prov. xxi 
1 



5. 
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that, which we deem mdft neceflSiry, and affefl: to fee dif- SERM. 
patched: but this courfe feemeth tedious to us, who LV. 
have not the wit to perceive that complexion of ends, nor 
the temper tp wait for the completion of them. If God, 
when we feem to need, doth not inftantly appear in oiir 
favour and luccour; if he doth not prefently vindicate 
truth and right ; if he doth not nip wicked defigns in the 
bud, and reprefs the firft onfets of outrageous violence ; if 
for a while he fuffereth the tabernacles of robbers to prof 
per^ and iniquity to lift up its horn ; then he is in a flunri- 
ber, quite unmindful or infenfible of us ; then he tumeth 
afide his face, or doth behold what pafleth as an uncon- 
cerned fpe6lator; then he (landeth aloof, unready to help 
us ; then doth he hold off his hand, not meddling in our 
affairs : in fuch cafes we are apt to cry out, Eflis iibi ? OSil. M. 
fuperi ! ^ How - long, O Lotd, wilt thou forget } how long 
wilt thou hide thy face ? Loi'rf, how long wilt thou look 
on P Awake, why Jleepefl thou, Lord ? why Jiandejl 
thou afar off? why withdrawe/l thou thy hand ? Pluck it 
out of thy bofom : Return, Lord, how totig ? Such are 
our prayers, fuch our eJcpoftuIatioiis } fo is* our blind im- 
patience prone to mufe and mutter ; not confidering how 
many good defigns God is carrying on in a calm and 
fteady pace, by well meafured fteps, all which, in due 
feafon, when they are ripe for accomplifhment, fhall un- 
doubtedly be effefted; for. The Lord, as St; Peter f^th, (jcr. ixiiu 
is not flack concerning his promife, asfome men count flack"^^^^ ... 
nefs; but is longfiiffering toward all men; that is, he9»io. 
certainly will exprefs his faithful benignity toward good 
men, yet fo as alfo to extend his merciful patience toward 
others ; he fo will tender the interefls of fome, as concur- 
rently to procure the welfare of all, and accordingly will 
time his proceedings, allowing the leifure and opportu- 
nities requifite thereto : he can, although we cannot, wait rra. xxx, 
to be gracious ; for as in him there are no paffions to pre- ^®* 

' Pfal. xlii. 1. Ixuix. 46. xc. 13. Ixxiv. lo. xliv. 34. Iv.l. xcW.a. xxxv. 
17* xFiv. 33. xxxv. 33. vH. 6. Ixxiv. 11. X. 1. xc. 13. vi. 4. vii. 7. Ixxx. 14. 
xxii. 1. xi. 19. xxxviii. 3. Ixxj. 13. Vid. Hab^ i. 2. 

VOL. III. H 
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SERM. cipitate afttctti^ fo to hiiii timte are no fer^ble diffidences 
j^^' of time^ one day. being wUh the Lord as a thonfand yearsy 
and a thoiffand years as one day. 

8, Ag!amy God (as is the property of every wife agent) 
IS wont to a^ varioufly, according to the (late, and cir- 
cumftances of things^ or to the difpofitions and capacities 
of perfons; fo as to do the fame thing , for different ends^ 
and different things for the fame end;, to apply one. in- 
(biunent to feveralufes^ and by feveral inftnun^ts to 
work out one purpofe t fa he; affli&eth good njen out of 
love^ for trial and improvement of their virtues^ bad men 
in difpleafure, to illuftrate his power and jufiice on them ; 
he encouraged! and ble&th. the one^ he puniibeth.and 
curfeth the other with pro^erity; he reclaimeth both 
from error and fin by either x>f thofe methods^ as their 
. temper and their circumfianoes do. require. Whence it is 
very, difficult for us ever from the kind of accidents be- 
falling men^ to divine, how hx God is conqerned in them, 
,or to what particular fcope they are idmed ; fo that well 
might the Preacher^ upon a. careful obfervation of fuch 
Ecclef.U. occurrences^ efiaUifh this fule^iVb man knoweih Iwe or 
''^* hatred (that is» the d^cial. regard of God toward men) 

by all that is before them; becaufe^ all things come alike 
to^all: there is one event to the righteous and to the wicked. 
Farther, 
9. Thenu#i« different ends which Providence in various 
Hab.iiL6.order.and meafure.doth purfue, which. we, by reafon of 
our dim infight and fhort proipe£k, cannot defqry : God, 
as the univerfal and perpetual governor of the world, in 
his difpenfation of things, refpedeth not only the good of 
this or that perfon, of one nation or one age ; but often 
in fome degree waving that^ or taking care for it in a lefs 
remarkable way, hath a provident regard to the more ex- 
tenfive good of ^ whok.pepple>,of the world, of pofterityj 
as he did order his friend Abraham to wander in a (hange 
land for the benefit of his feed ; Jofeph to be fold, ca- 
lumniated, and fettered for the prefervation of his fa- 
mily ; our Lord to fuffer thofe grievous things for the 
redemption of mankind j the Jews to be rejeded /or 
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the ialvation of the Gentiles : in fuch cafes purblind men, SERM* 
obferving events to croft particular and prefejit end^i but ^^' • 
not being aware how conducible they may. prove to 
generalj remote^ and more important de%n8) can hard- 
ly be fatisSed how God fhould be concerned in them |' 
the prefent, or that which lieth adjacent juft \mder 
our nofe, is. all that we can or will confider; and there^ 
fore rauft be ill judges of what is done by all^provident 
wifdom. 

10. Agaui^ Grod permitteth thixigs^ bad in their own 
nature^ with regard to their inftrumentiil ufe and ten* 
dency; for that often the worft things may be ordinable 
to the beft ends; things, very bitter may w(M4crpleafant 
efieds ; upon the wildeft ftock divine hufbandry can 
ingraft moft excellent fruit ; fin really^ .^d fuflfering^ re- 
putedly, are the worft evils, yet froip them much glory 
to God and great benefit to men do accrue ; even from 
the moljb wicked aft that ever was committed, from 
the moft lamejitable event that ever did happen, fruits, 
admirably glorious and immenfely beneficial did fpring; 
yet ufudly fo blind are we as to be offended at fuch 
things, and from them to raife exceptions agsunft Pro- 
vidence. 

11. Alfo the expediency of things to be permitted or 
cjofled, doth frequently cpnfift, not in themfelves , fingly 
taken, as, particular afts or events, but in their conjunc- 
tion, or reference to others, with which they may become 
fubfervient, toward a common end ; fo that divers things ; 
in. tbemfejves extr^ipely bad. may by combination or col- 
lifion engender good, effefts; and thence, prove fit wea- 
pons or tools of Providence; as the moft deadly poifons 
may be fo mixed, that curbing one another's force, they 
ma^ opnffitute a harmleft maf9, fpmetimes a wholefome 
me^cine: but we poring on the fimple ingredients, and 
not cpnfidering how they may be tempered, or how ap- 
plied by a (kilful hand, can hardly deem the toleration of 
them congruous to wifdom. Farther, 

VX. That Providence fometimes is obfcure and intricate, 
n^y b^ attii^Vited to the will of God, upon divers good 

Ha 
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S£RM. accounts defigning it to be fuch : Verily y faith the Pro- 

_i^V. phet, thou art a God that hidejl thyfelfy God of Ifrael, 

lfa.xlv. 15. ^A^ Saviour. 

Pf. Uxxix. QqJ commonly doth not intend to exert his hand no- 
tdrioufly > for that whereas every fpecial interpofition of 
his hand is in effe6l a miracle, (furmounting the natural 
power, or thwarting the ordinary courfe of inferior 
caufes,) it doth not become him to proftitute his mira- 
culous power, or to exert it otherwife than upon lingular 
oCcafions, and for moft weighty caufes : it is not con- 
formable to the tenour of his adminiftrations to convince 
men againft their will, or by irrefiftible evidence to wring 
perfuafion from ftubbom or ftupid minds ; but to exercife 
the wifdom, and to prove the ingenuity of well dif- 
pofed perfons, who upon competent intimations fhall be 
capable to fpell out, and forward to approve his proceed- 
ings. 

13. He wiU not glare forth in difcoveries fo bright 
as to dazzle, to confound our weak fight ; therefore he 

Hab.ni.4. veileth his face with a cloud, and wrappeth his power 

^^*j[^*5^"j' in fome obfcurity; therefore clouds and darknefs are 

round about him : he maketh darknefs hisfecret place ; his 

pavilion round ubout him is dark waters and thick clouds of 

thefky. 

14. He meaneth thereby to improve and exalt our 
faith, being the lefs feen, diat he may be the more be- 
lieved ; faith never rifing higher than when it doth foar 
to objefts beyond our fight ; when we can approve God's 
wifdom and juflice in occurrences furmounting our con- 
ceit ; when we can rely upon God's word and help, al- 
though the ftream of his proceedings feemeth to crofs our 
hopes. 

15. It is fit alfo that God many times defignedlyfliould 
aft in ways furpaflfing our apprehenfion, and apt to baffle 
of puzzle our reafon, that he may appear God indeed, 
infinitely tranfcending us in perfe6lion of wifdom andjuf- 
tice ; or that we, comprehending the reafon of his abl- 
ings, may not imagine our wifdom comparable, our juf- 
lice commenfurate to his ; yea, that we in thofe refpe<$^s 
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do exceed him; for That^ as TertuUian difcourfeth, SERM. 
whkh may he fgen^ is lefs than the eyes that furvey it ; LV. 
iliat which may he comprehended, is lefs than the hands 
that grafp it; that which -may be valued, is lefs than the ' 
Jenjes which rate it^. It is God's being ineftimable that 
makes him worthily efteemed ^ ; his being incomprehenfible 
rendereth him adorable. 

1 6. The obfcurity of Providence doth indeed conciliate 
ah awfiil reverence toward it; for darknefs naturally 
raifeth a dread of invifible powers ; we nfe to go on 
Iremblingly, when we cannot fee far about us; we re- 
gard none fo much as thofe, whofe wifdom we find to 
overreach ours, and whofe intentions we cannot found : 

it was Elihu's obfervation, fVith God is terrible mqje/iy ; ioh xxxyVu 
the Almighty, we cannot find him out ; — men do therefore ' ' 
fear him, 

17. It is alfo requifite, that God (hould difpofe many 
occurrences, crofs to our vulgar notions, and offenfive to 
our carnal fenfe, that we may thence be prompted to 
think of God, driven to feek him, engaged to mark him 
interpofing in our affairs : men from diforderly and fur- 
prifing accidents prepofteroufly do conceive doubts about 
Providence, as if it managing things, nothing odd, or 
amifs, would occur ; whereas if no f)ich events did ftart 
up, they might be proner to queftion it, they would at 
leaft come to forget or negleft it ; for if human tranfac- 
tions palled on as do the motions of nature, in a fmooth 
courfe, without any rub or difturbance, men commonly 
would i>o more think of God than they do when they 
behold the fim rifing, the rivers running, the fea flowing ; 
they would not depend on his proteftion, or have te- 
courfe to him for fuccour: it is difficulty and diftrefs 
feizing on them, which compel men to implore God for 
relief, which difpofe them to fee his hand reaching it forth 

® Q.uod videri communiter, quod comprehend), quod aeaimari poCeft» 
minus eft oculis quibus occupatur, et manibus quibus contaminatur, et fen- 
fibns quibus invenitur. Tert.ApoLn, 

^ Hoc eft quod Deum seftimari facit, dum seftimari non capit. ..Ttru 
16. 

H3 
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6ERM. uoto themraccording to that in theP&lm; WkenhejUw 
^^* themt then they fought him; they retwmed and inured 
Vt IkxTiii. early after God; they remembered that God was their rock, 
•*» ®*' and the moji high God their redeemer. Again, 

i8. It is needful that the prefent. courfc of Providence 
ihould-not be tdaofpauently clear and iatisfafkory^ that 
we may benvell aflured concerning a future account, 
and forced in our tboiq^ts to recur thither for a refo- 
lution . of all fuch .emergent doubts ' and difficulties : for 
ifteSl' accounts' were apparently ftated and dilcharged 
here;:if.nDw ri^t did ever prevail, and iniquity were 
fupprefled; if virtue were duly crowned, and vice de- 
fervedly fcoui|;ed> who would hope or fear an after-reck- 
on]ng^ 

This indeed is the grand oaufe, why Providence now 
doth appear fo cloudy, that men confider not how our 
affaira have no complete determination, or. final iflue here; 
things now are ^ing, and not done ; in a progrefs and 
tendency toward fomewhat- beyond, not in a date of con- 
fifience and perfe&ion; this not being the place of de- 
ciding cauies or difpei^ng rewards ; but a ftate of proba- 
tion^ of work, of travail, of C(»nbat, of running for the 
prize, of fowing toward the harveft 5 a ftate of liberty to 
follow our own choice, and to lay the ground of our 
. doom I of falling into fin, and of rifii^ tlwnce by repent- 
ance ; iof God's exercifing patience, and exhibiting mercy: 
Ouytirau wherefore as we cannot well judge of an artificial work 
V j^ V by it^ firft ikaughts, or of a poem by a few feenes, but 
' n)uft ftay till all /be &uihed or a£^ed through ; fo we can- 
. not here dearly difcem the entire congruity of provi- 
4oi|tial 4^peni^itions.to the divifie attributes; the cata- 
strophe or iKlAofti^foluttpn of .things i& the general judg- 
.ii«7«meat, wherem ^e deep wi£iom, the ea^ad jultice, the 
perifed: goodnefs of God will be difplay^ to ^heifull 
fetisfadion or convidion of all men; when God's hp- 
fiQur will be thognoughly: vindicated^ his defpi&d patience 
and his abufed grace will be avenged; every cafe vnil 
t)e rightly tried, every work will be jpftjy recompensed, 
all accounts will be fet ftraight; in the meaii time dhrers 
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things muft oceur^ unaocountable tous^ looking upon SSRM.. 
tfakigs a8:thej now ftand abiblutely before us, without ^ ' 
refesenceto that day; confidering this may induce ua . 
te fii^)eBd our opinion about fuch matters, allowing 
Crod to go throv^h with his work before we cenfuie it, 
not being fo . quick and precipitate as to foreftal his 
judgment: and furely, would we but obferve that rea- 
fonable advipe of St. Paul, Judge nothing befofe the time, 1 Cor. ir. . 
until the Lqrd ctnney our chief doubts' would be refcdved, 
our ihreiiRdeft exceptions againil Providence would be 
voided. ^ 

Thefe.are the chirf.reafons of the point, which medita- 
tion did fuggeft; upon it (for it is not a point merely 
fpeculative, but pregnant with ufeful confequences) divers 
piadical ap^cations may be grounded, which the time 
fcarcely will allow: me to name. 

i» It fliQuld render, us modeft and fober in our judg* 
ment about providesatial occurrences, not pretending tho«- 
roughly to know the reafon$ pf God's proceeding^. or to^cciua. iii. 
define the confequences of them; for it is plainly fond pfai.cxzzL 
arrogance,, or pn»£Eme impqfture, to ailume pafe£l ikUl In i* 
that twhich paileth our capacity to l^m. 

%. It {liQuld. mak^ us ftaunch and cautious of grounding 
jui^nent or cenfur^ upon prefent events about any caufe, 
or ai^y perfon; for it is notorious temerity to pa& fen-takeziiKu 
tence upon grounds unoapable of evidence. 

3« It ihoidd re^fs wanton ciuiofity, which may trai^ J«>b si* is. 
port us beyond our bounds in fpeculation of thefe myfie* 13, ' * 
riouSfintri^^s ; fd that we fhall Ide our Isibotur a&d time, ^^ *^^* >• 
fliall difdompo% our min^s, ihall plunge ourfelvea into 
vain e^'ors or anxipus doubts. 

4. It .(hould keep us from concett^dpds and CQnfi*^<>^ xL 4. 
den^e ju^ pur ovirh wifdom ; for hpw can we conceit big^y pfu. inUL 
of that, or nauch copfide in ^t, which w^ find fo un^ble^^* ****** 
to poietrat/^ the reafon of >moft co^nnpn arid obyiQUs * 
appewraape^; fo npnp^uft in its inqi;^es, fo di^$e«^t^ 
in its expedations, fo miftaken in its judgments . of 

is IVll|8IPlld.pil!fe^e;US f rion^ inMelJty, wd frwa. de- 
H4 
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S£RM. fpair upon account of any crofs accidents occurring here} 

•^^* for it is unreafonable to difbelieve a notion, otherwifewell 

grounded, becaufe we cannot aflbil fcraples or cavils 

drawn from matters infcrutable to us ; it is foolilh to de» 

fpair of a good event upon appearances, whereof we can- 

uot apprehend the full reafon, or final refult. 

5 Kings XX. 6. It ihpuld prevent our taking offence, or being dif- 

Matt. xvi. contented at any events rifing up before us ; for to be 

*®' difpleafed at that, which a fuperior wifdom, unfearch*' 

able to us, doth order^is to be difpleafed at we know not 

what, or why, which is childifli weaknefs; to fret and 

wail at that, which, for all we can fee, proceedeth from 

good intention, and tendeth to good ifiue, is pitiful fro* 

wardnefs, 

Ecclef.yiii. 7, It ftould guard us from fecurity, or from prefuming 

upon impimity for our mifcarriages ; for feeing God doth 

not always clearly and fully difcover his mind, it is vain 

from God's refervednefs to conclude his unconcemednefs; 

or .becaufe he is now patient, that he never will be juft in 

chafiifing our offences. 

8. It fliould quicken our indiiftry in obferving and 
Ifd, xxvi. confidering the works of Providence ; for fince they are 

not eafily difcemible, and the difceming them in fome 
meafure is fometimes of great ufe, it is needful that we 
be very diligent in contemplation of them ; the fainter 
our light is, the more attent we fhould be in looking; the 
knoitier the fubjeft, the more eameft fliould be our ftudy 
on it. 

9. It fliould oblige us to be circumfpe6t and wary in 
our converfation ; for the darker the way is, the more 
careful fliould be our walking therein, left we err, left we 
ftumble, left we ftrike on fomewhat hurtful to us. 

10. It fliould engage us conftantly to feek God, and 
jer. X. 23. to depend on him, for the protection and condiifl: of 

his grace, which is the only clue that can lead us fafely 
through this intricate labyrinth of worldly contingen- 
cies. 
Pfai.xxxvi. II. In fine, it fliould caufe us humbly to admire and 
adore that wifdom, which govemeth the world in /ways 
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no lefs great and wonderful, than juft and holy: for, SERM. 
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- LV. 



mighty ^ juft and true are thy ivays^ thou King o/'TJ^xv. 
Saints, 3. xix. 2. 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invifibley the 
only wife God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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SERMON LVI. 



OF OBEDIENCE TO OUR SPIRITUAL GUIDES 
AND GOVERNORS- 



Heb. xiii. 17. 

Obey them that have the rule over you. 

SERM. Obedience unto fpmtual guides and governors is a 
* duty of great importance ; the which to declare and prefs 



is very feafonable for thefe times, wherein fo little r^ard 
is had thereto: I have therefore pitched on this text, 
being an apoftolical precept, briefly and clearly enjoimng 
that duty; and in it we (hall confider and explain tliefe 
two particulars : i. The perfons to whom obedience is 
to be payed. %. What that obedience doth import, or 
wherein it confifteth: and together with explication of 
the duty, we fhall apply it, and urge its pra£tice« 

I. As to the perfons, unto whom obedience is to be 
performed, they are, generally fpeakJng, all fpiritual guides, 
Heb. xiii. Or govemors of the Church, (thofe who Jpeak to us the 
^* ^^* word of God, and who watch for ourfouls^ as they are de- 
fcribed in the context,) exprefled here by a term very fig- 
nificant and appofite, as implying fully Uie nature of their 
charge, the qualification of their perfons^ their rank, and 
privileges in the Church, together confequently with the 
grounds of obligation to the correfpondent duties toward 
them. There are in holy Scripture divers names and 
phrafes appropriate to them, each of them denoting fome 
eminent part of their office, or fome appertenance thereto; 
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but this feemeth of all moft ccMnprehenfive ; fo that unto 5ERM/ 
it all the reft are well reducible : the term is jfy^oftawi, ^^^' 
that is^ leadersy or guideSf or captains; which {Mtiperly 
nmj denote the fubfequent particulars in way of dut jr^ or 
privikige, appertainbg to them. 

I. It may denote eminence of d^ity, or fuperiority 
to others : that they are, as it is faid of Judas and SUfts 
in the A^, ii^^ rf/oCfiwok h &SfX/pof;, prmctpal men among aBmxt. m. 
the brethren : for to lead implieth precedence, which is a 
note of fuperiority and preeminence. H^ioe are they 
flyled npomfrmtf, prefidents or prelates ; oJ vpSroi^ the fafi^ 1 TJm. ▼. 
or pfime men ; ol juu/^^vf, the greater^ majors, or grandees ^^^ ^y^ g 
among us: He, &ith our Lord, that will be the jirji^'^^''^' 
among you, let him be yourfervant; and. He that is greater Matt. xx. 
among you, let him be as the younger; and he thai is chief, ^7. 
as he that doihferve ; where h (ul^m and 6 i^wfjtMyof (the 26. 
greater wad the leader) are terms equivalent, or interpre- 
tative the one of the other ; and our Lord in thofe places^ 
as he prefisribeth humility of mind and demeanour, fo he Phil. u. 39. 
inipliedi difieresice of rank among his difcipks : wheaoe^g/^^ ' ^' 
to render efpecial tefpe£t and'hooour to them, as to our 1 Tim. v. 
.betters, is a duty ofiten enjoined. 

,%. It doth imply .power and authority: their fiq^e- 
oriority is not barely grotoided on perfonal worth or for- 
tune ; it ferveth not merely for order and pomp; but it 
ftandeth upon the nature of thdr officei, and tendetb U> 
uTe : they are by God's appointment enabled to exeroife 
-afts of power; to comamaiy to judge, to check, control, 
rand c^aafttfe in a fpixituai way, in order to fpiritual -ends, ' 
(Hie regulation of Qod'i} wc»ihip and fecvioe, the pcefer- 
vation.of otder and peace, the promoting o( edification in 
diviaeiknowlee^ and hoUnefe of life;) fo are they yrfiiff^w, 
as that w^»d in common ufe (as the word v/^tfuoif, of kin 
. to it) doth Agaify, captains and princes, importing aujl;ho-' 
rity to command and rule ; (whence the Hebrew woxd 
"^WDil^ a prince^ i» .ufiially rwdered hy it ; and 6 iiyou^vos, Matt. ii. 6. 
is the title attribiUod to our Lord, to exprefs his kin^y 
lonSkK^ hiing tfee t&»ae with Apx^y^, the prince, or mp- Afts v. si. 
: i«t»;) bepcie liTQ th^y otheoyjfe .flyled xaSyii^fi^ (goww- 1 cof. xu. 

as. 
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SERM. nors)fkir$<rxi»rM {overjeers^ or JiiperintendenUySLsSt.HieTomQ 
^^^' rendereth it), pafiorSy (a word often fignifying rule, and at- 
Aasxx.28.tributed to civil governors,) %p&rSuTepQi {elders, ox Jena- 
PrrixxliH.* ^^'^^^ ^^^ "wov^ denoteth not merely age, but office and 
71. authority), o\ mfAeXovvres, fuch as take care for, the at- 

aSam.^v.a'/^^'"'** orfupervijors of ike Church: hence alfo they are 
vii.7. fignally and fpecially in relation unto God ftyled SooXoi 
5. * {the fervafits), 8i«xovoj {the, mini/iers), uvngiTM {the offi' 

2 Tim. ii. cers), XwToopyoi {the public agents)^ oUovofMt {the Jiewards), 
Rora.zv. a-vvepyo) {the coadjutors, or ajfyiants), npia-Sits {the le- 
iCor. iv. 1 g^^^^)^ iyytXoi {the angels, or T/neffengers), of God; which 
2. iii. 9. vi. titles inifdy, that God by them, as his fubftitutes and in- 
2'cor.vi.4.^^''*^"'^®nts, doth adminifter.the affairs of his fpiritual king- 
Tit, i. 2. dom : that as by fecular magiflarates (his vicegerents and 
Apoc. i. 29. officers) he manageth his univerfal temporal kingdom, or 
govemeth all men in order to their worldly peace and 
profperity j fo by thefe fpiritual ma^ftrates he ruleth his 
Church, toward its fpiritual welfare and felicity. 

3. The word alfo doth imply dire£don, or inftruftion; 
that is, guidance of people in the way of truth and duty, 
reclaiming them from error and fin : this, as it is a means 
hugely conducing to the defign of their office, fo it is a 

Eph.iy. 11. principal member thereof: whence ZJ^irxoLkoi, do&ors, or 
28.^'' *" mafters in do6lrine, is a common name of them ; and to 
Rom.xii.r.be SiSaxTixo), able and apt to teach, (i*«vo) ^*^o^af, and vpodv- 
a Tim!vu ' H^h) is a chief qualification of their perfons; and to attend 
28. ii. 2. Qfi teachings to be injiant in preaching, to labour in the 
13, 16. v.* word and do&rine, are their moft commendable perform- 
2 Tim iv ^^^^^ • hence alfo they are called fhepherds, becaufe they 
2. * feed the fouls of God's people with the food of whole- 
ibme inftru6tion 5 watchmen, becaufe they obferve men's 
ways, and warn them when they decline from right, or 
run into danger; the meffengers of God, becaufe they de- 
clare God's mind and will unto them for the regulation of 
their pra£Uce. *■ 

4. The word farther may denote exemplary praftice 3 
for to lead implieth fo to go before, that he who is con- 
duced may follow; as a captain marcheih before his 
troop J as a fhepherd walketh before his flock, as 9 guide 



Col. i. 28. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Of Obedience to ourjpirttual Guides and Oovemofs. 109 

goeth before the traveller, whom he diredeth; hence SERM. 
they are faid to be, and enjoined to behave themfelves as ^Y^' 
patterns of the flock ; and the people are charged to imi- 1 Pet. v-s. 
tate and follow them. }Jf "*• ^• 

Such in general doth the word here ufed imply the per- Phil. m. 17. 
fons to be, unto whom obedience is prefcribed: but there , *^|J^*|f^'jii 
is farther fome diftinfition to be made among them ; there 9j 7. 
are degrees and fubordinations in thefe guidances; fomeiThcCi. 
are in regard to different perfons both empowered toj'^^^ ^. ^ 
guide, and obliged to follow, or obey. iv. le. 

The Church is acies ordinatay a well maWhalled army ; 
wherein, under the Captatn^general of our faith andfalva- 1 ?«• v**. 
tiony {the Head of the body, the fovereign Prince and Prieft, "*^* '"' *' 
the Arch-paftor, the chief jipoflle of our profejfion^ and 
Biftiop of our fouls,) there are divers captains ferving in fit 
degrees of fubordination; bifliops commanding larger regi- 
ments, preftyters ordering lefs numerous companies ; all 
which, by the bands of common faith, of mutwd charity, 
of holy communion and peace, being combined together, 
do in their refpeftive ftations govern and guide, are go- 
verned and guided: the bilhops, each in his precin£ls, 
gmding more immediately the priefts fubjeft to them; 
the priefts, each guiding the people committed to his 
charge : all bifliops and priefts being guided by fynods 
eftabliflied, or congregated, upon emergent occafion ; 
many of them ordinarily by thofe principal bifliops, who 
are regularly fettled in a prefidency over them; according 
to the diftinftions* conftituted by God and his Apoftles, or 
introduced by human prudence, as the prefervation of 
order and peace (in various times and circumftances of 
things) hath feemed to require: to which fubordination 
the two great Apoftles may feem to have regard, when 
they bid us droracro-etr^a/ aXAijXois^ to be fubjeB to one an^^ i Pet. v. s. 
offter*; their- injun6Hon at leaft may, according to their^^jjj'g/ 
general intent, (which aimeth at the prefervation of order 
and peace,) be well extended fo far. 



CUtif, ad Corinth p. 49. " 
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SERM. Qf tlus dift^dtion there was. never in ancient timee 
LVI. made any qtieftion, noif did it feem di^table in the 

cyp. Ep. Church, except to one malocqntent, (Aeriua^) who did 

10. 12. indeed get a name in ftory, but never mt^e muqh noife, 
or obtained any vogn^ m th^ world ; very few followers 
he found in bis hetero^oo^; no great body even pf he- 

Ep. 37. S5. retics could find ^ufe to difient from the Cburdi in this 
point ; but all Arians, JMacedonians, NQvatians, Dofi^- 
tii^s, 8cc« niaintainod the diftinSion pf ecclefiaftical c^ers 
among themfelves, and apl^nowledged the doty of the in^ 
ferior clergy to their l^iihops : and no wcmder, feeing it 
fb^ideth upon fo very firm and clear grounds j upon the 
reafon of the cafe, upon the teftimony of holy Scriptuce, 
upon general tradition and unqueftM>nable monuments of 
antiquity, upon the conunon judgment and pra6Uoe of the. 
greateft iaints, perfons mo& r^Eiowned for wifdom and 
piety in the Church. 

Reafon plainly doth require fuch fuboidinatipns ; for-, 
that withput them it is fcarce poffiUe to preferve any du- 
rable concppd or charity in Cbriftian Societies, tp efl^bUih 
any decent harmony in the worflup and fervice of God, 
to chec]^ odious fcandals, to prevent or repreft baneful 
£Ei&ions, tp guard our reUgion from bdng oy^rfpip^ with 
pernicious hereliesy to keep the Church from Wng (bat- 
tered into numberleif fe^ts, and thence from being crum- 
bled into nothing; in fine, jor ^ny good lime to uphold 
th^ profeiBoQ and pra£tic^ of Chriftiamty itfelf c for how, 
if there be npt fettled ppiporadons of QhrifUw people, 
having bulk and ftrength iufficient by joint eiideaypur to 
m^t^in the truths honour, and intereil of their religion; 
if tbe Church ihoul4 only confift of independent and in- 
coherent particles^ (like duft or land^) eaffly fcattered by 
any wiqd pf oppofitiqi^ from without, or by any commp- 
tion within; if Chriflendom (hould lx» merely a 3abel ol 
qonfufed opinions and pradiees.; how, I &y, then cp^id 
Chriitianity fubfift ? ho^ could the fimple, among fp, ^- 
cordant apprehenfions, be able to difcem the truth of it ? 
how would the wife be tempted to diflike it, being fo 
mangled and cUsfigttred ? what an objeft of contempt and 
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foom wotiU it.be to Ibe^ proCaner^woiid, in fuch a cafe! SERM. 
It needeth therefore confiderable focieties to uphold it ; ^^^- 
but no foci^ty- (^pe^Ully of any large extent) can -abide ^^"^ 

inoi^der a^nd peace, under the manageiQent of equal and 
coofcUnate ppwers; .without a fii^e undivided authority, 
enabled to n)o4er&ie a&irs,.and reduce them to a point, 
to arbitrate emergent cafes of difference, to put good 
orders: in execution, to curb the adyerlaries of order and 
peace: th&k things caimot be well performed, where 
there is a parity of many concurrents, apt to difiknt, and 
able to check each other ^; no democracy can be fup- 
ported without borrowing fomewhat firom monarchy ; no 
body can ]iive without a head 3 911 army cannot be with- 
out a general, a fenate without a prelident, a corporation 
without a fupreme magiftratec; this all experience at-> 
tefieth; this even the chief impi^^ers of epifcopal pser 
fidency do by their practice confefs ', who for prevention 
of dilQyder have been fain of their own heads to devife ec- 
clefia^dal fubordinatians of clafles, provinces, and na- 
tions; and to appoint moderators (or temporary bifliaps) 
in their aflemblies ; fo that reafon hath, forced the diflent* 
ers frpm the Church to imitate it. 

If there be not infpeftors over thedoj£irine;and.n^anner9 
of the common clergy, there, will be n^any who will fay 
and do any thing; th^y will In teaching pleafe their own 
humour^ or foothe the pec^le, or ferve their own intea:.* 
efts ; they will indid^ themfelves in a licentious manner 
of life; U^ey will clafh in their do&rinea^ and fcatter the 
people^vand draw them into fa£tioas. 

It is alfo very neceflary for preferving the unity .and 
communion of IJie parts of the CathcJic Church ; feeing 

^ Kccleiiae falus in fummi facerdotis dignitate confiftit^ cui ii non exors 
quaedam, et ab omnibus eminens detur p6teftas tot iii ecdeiia eificientur 
fchiiinaea, qoot facevdotes. HUr* in Lueif, 

N^ prelb^teionim ooetus rite cooftitut^s dici .poteft, in. qao nuUus fit 
vfyifi^* . Bex. dt Grad, Mm. cap. 32. 

^ ifeflentiale fuit, quod ex. Dei ordlnatione perpetua neceffe fuit^ eft, et erit, 
ut prefbyterio quifpiam et loco et dignitate primus a6lioni gubernandse praeiit 
cuiM «o»quod ipfi divinitus attributum eft jure. Btz, de Min, Evang, Grad., 
cap,.wii.,p. 1^3. 
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SERM. fingle perfons are much fitter to mdntain correfpondence, 

LVI. than headlefs bodies. 
'^*-"""~* The very credit of religion doth require, that there 
ihould be perfons raifed above the common level, and 
endued with eminent authority, to whofe care the pro^ 
moting it ihould be committed ; for iuch as the perfons 
^ are, who manage any profeflion^ fuch will be the refped 
yielded thereto : if the minifters of religion be men of 
honour and authority, religion itfelf will be venerable; if 
ihofe be mean, that will become contemptible. 
The holy Scripture alfo doth plainly enough counte- 
Apoc. it 8, nance this diftin£tion ; for therein we have rejM^fented 
one angel prefiding over principal churches, which con- 
tained feveral prefby ters ; therein we find epifcopal ordi- 
nation and jurifdi6lion exercifed ; we have one bifliop 
tit. i. 5. conftituting prefbyters in divers cities of his diocefe; or- 
f, 17, 19, dering all things therein concerning ecclefiaftical dlfci* 
d9, 23, &c.p^|^Q. judging prefbyters, rebuking, ftera Trao-^j fsnTay??, 
with all authority^ (or imperioufnefs, as it were ; Tit. ii. 
15O and reconciling offenders, fecluding heretics and 
fcandalous perfons. 

In the Jewifli Church there were an high-prieft, chief- 
prieft, a fanhedrini, or fenate, or fynod. 

The government of congregations among God's ancient 
people (which it is probable was the pattern that the 
Apofiles, no affe£ters of needlefs innovation, did follow in 
eftabliihing ecclefiaftical diicipline among Chrifiians) doth 
hereto agree ; for in their fynagogues, anBvering to our 
Chriftian churches, they had, as their elders and do6kors, 
tt^Nnfo over them an apxio-w«y«yof, the head of the elderfhip, 
bnpn and pf efident of the fynagogue. 

The primitive general ufe of Chriftians mod effeAually 
doth back the Scripture, and interpret it in &vour of this 
diftin£tion; fcarce lefs than demonftrating it conitituted 
by the Apoftles ; for how otherwife is it imaginable, that 
ail the churches founded by the ApofUes, in feveral moft 
diftant and disjoined placet, (at Jeru&lem, at Antioch, at 
Alexandria, at Ephefus, at Corinth, at Rome,) ihoidd pre* 
fently confpire in acknowledgment and ufe of it ? how 
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^ould it without apparent confederacy be formed, how SERJVf. 
could it creep in without notable clatter, how could it be ^^^' 
admitted without confiderable oppofition, if it were not in 
the foundation of thofe churches laid by the Apoftled ? 
How is it likely, that in thofe times of grievous perfecu* 
tion^ falling chiefly upon the bifhops, (when to be eminent 
among Cbriftians yielded {lender reward, and expofed to « 
extreme hazard ; when to feek preeminence was in efie£k 
to court danger and trouble, torture and ruin,) an am-- 
bition of irregularly advancing themfelves above their 
brethren fhould fo generally prevail among the ableft and 
beft Chriftians ? How could thofe famous martyrs for the 
ChriflJan truth be fome of them fo unconfcionable as to 
aSeS, others fo irrefolute as to yield to fuch injurious eti- 
croachments ? and how could all the holy Fathers (per- 
fons of fo renowned, fo approved wifdom and integrity) 
be fo blind as not to difcern fuch a corruption, or fo ba4 
as to abet it ? How indeed could all God's Church be fe 
weak as to confent in judgment, fo bafe as to comply in 
pra£tice with it ? In fine, how can we ooneeive that all 
the beft monuments of antiquity down from the begin* 
Jung (the a^, the epiftles, the hiftories, the comment 
tanes, the writings of all forts coming from the blelfed 
martyrs, and moft holy confeflbrs of our faith} Ihould 
confpire to abufe us ; the which do fpeak nothing but bi-* 
(hops; long catalogues and rows of bifhops fuceeeding in 
this and that city ; bifliops contefting for the faith againft 
Pagan idolaters, and heretical corrupters of Chriftian doc-< 
tnne; bifhops horeteachingand plantingour religion by their 
labours, there fuffering and watering it with their blood I 

I could not but touch this point : but I cannot infift 
thereon ; the full difcuffion of it, and vindication of the 
truth from the cavils advanced againft the truth by mo- 
dem diflenters from the Churchy having ^nployed volu- 
minous treatifes ; I ihall only farther add, that if any man 
be fo dully or fo afie£tedly ignorant as not to fee the rea* 
fon of the cafe, and the dangerous confequenoes of reje£l- 
ing tins ancient form of difcipline; if any be fo over- 
weemogly prefumptuous, as to queflion the fi^th of all 

VOL. III. I 
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SERM. hiftory; or to di&vow thofe monuments and that ttadidon^ 
^^^* upon the teftimony whereof even the truth and certainty 
1 Cor.xi. of our religion^ and all its facred oracles do rely; if any 
^^' be fo perverfely contentious, as to.oppofe the cuftom and 

current practice of the churches through all ages down to 
the laft age ; fo felf-conceitedly arrogant, as to condemn 
or flight the judgment and pra£dce of all the Fathers^ 
(together alfo with the opinion of the later moft grave 
divines, who have judged epifcopal preiidency needful, or 
expedient, where practicable ;) fo peevifhly refraftory as 
to thwart the fettled order of that Church, in which he 
wa3 baptized, together with the law of the country, in 
which he was bom; uponfuch a perfon we may look as 
one utterly invincible and intraflable : fo weak a judg- 
ment, and ib ftrong a will, who can hope by reafon to con- 
Vert ? I (hall fay no more to that point. 

The i^ovfuvoi then (the guides and governors) in our 
text are primarily the biihops, as the fuperior and chief 
guides, each in his place according to order peaceably 
eftabliflied ; then fecondarily the prefbyters, in their fta- 
tion as guides inferior, together with the deacons as their 
affifiants : fuch the Church always hath had, and fuch, 
by God's bleffing, our Church now hath, toward whom 
the duty of obiedience is to be performed. 

To the qonfidetatibn of that I fliould now proceed: but 
firft it feemeth expedient to. remove a main obftrufition 
to that performance; which is this: a milprifion, or 
doubt concerning the perfons of our guides and gover- 
nors J for in vain it yvould be to teach or perfuade us to 
obey them, if we, do not know who they are, or will not 
Sen. Ep. acknowledge them :. for as in religion it is primus Deorum 
culius Deos.crederef thejirjl worjhip of God to believe Gody 
as Seneca faith; fo it is the firft part of our obedience to our 
governors to avow them ; it is at leaft abfolutely jtfcre- 
quifite thereto.. It was of old a precept of St. Paul to 
1 Tbcff. V. the Theffalonians ; ff^ kefeech jiou^ brethren^ ioinouiihrfe 
^^* who labour among you, and prefi.de ovei- you ; and another to 

1 Cor. xvi. the Corinthians; Submit your/elves, faith he, iojuch, and 
^^9^^' lo every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth: then he 
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fubjoineth, myivcooTcere rohg roiovTovgy acknowledge fuch. SERM. 
There were, it feemeth, thofe in the apoftolical times, ^V^- 
who woiild not know or acknowledge their guides ; ' 

there were even thofe, who would not admit the Apoftles 
themfelves, as St. John faith of Diotrephes, who re^/ied Qiohn 10. 
their wordsy as St. Paul faith of Alexander, to whom the 2 Tim. iv. 
Apoftles were not Apoftles, as St. Paul intimateth con- ^^' 
ceming fome, in regard to himfelf; there were then 
p/eud-apoJileSf who excluded the true -<4[po/Zfc5, intruding a Cor. ix. a. 
themfelves into that high office : no wonder then, it may ^^^' **' 
be, that now, in thefe dregs of time, there fhould be Phil. Hi. a. 
many, who difavow and defert their true guides, tranf- 
fenring the obfervance due to them upon bold pretenders; 
Who are not indeed guides, but feducers ; not governors, 
but ufurpers, and facrilegious invaders of this holy office : 
the duty we fpeak of cannot be fecured without prevent- 
ing or correfting this grand miftake ; and this we hope 
to compafs by reprefenting a double charafter, or de- 
fcripdon, one of the trTie guides , another of the counter^ 
feiis; by comparing which we may eafily diftinguifli 
them, and confequently be induced dutifully to avow and 
follow the one fort, wifely to difclaim and decline the 
other. 

Thofe, I fay, then, who conftantly do profefs and teach 
that found and wholelbme doftrine, which was delivered 
by bur Lord and his Apoftles in word and writing, was 
received by their difciples in the primitive churches, was 
tranfmitted and confirmed by general tradition, was fealed 
by the blood of the blefled martyrs, and propagated by 
the labours of the holy Fathers ; the which alfo mani- 
feftly rebommendeth and promoteth true reverence and 
piety toward God, juftice and charity toward men, order 
and quiet In human focieties, purity and fobriety in each 
man's private converfation. 

Thofe who celebrate the true worfhip of God, and 
a^inifter the holy myfteries of our religion in a ferious, 
grave, decent manner, purely and without any notorious 
•cdfrupiion, either by hurtful error, or fuperftitious fop- 
pery, or irreverent rudenc^, to the advanceiiient d# GoS-s 

I % 
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S&RM. honour, and edification of the participants in yirtue and 
JLVI. piety. 

"~"~"^ Thofe who derive their authority by a continued fuc- 
ceffion from the Apoftles ; who are called unto, and con- 
ftituted in their office in a regular and peaceable way> 
agreeable to the inftitution of God, and the conftant prac- 
tice of his Church ; according to rules approved in the 
beft and pureft ages : who are prepared to the exercife of 
their function by the beft education that ordinarily can 
be provided, under fober difcipline, in the fchools of the 
prophets, who thence by competent endowments of mind, 
and ufeful furniture of good learning, acquired by painful 
ftudy, become qualified to guide and inftruft the peo-» 
pie: who, after previous examination of their abilities, 
and probable teftimonies concerning their manners, (with 
regard to the qualifications of incorrupt dofkrine, and 
fober converfation prefcribed by the Apoftles,) are ad* 
judged fit for the office; who alfo in a pious, grave, 
folemn manner, with invocation of God's bleffing, by 

; Tim. iii. laying on the hands of the prejbytery^ are admitted there- 
unto. 

Thofe whofe pradlice in guiding and governing the peo- 
ple of God is not managed by arbitrary, uncertain, fickle, 
private fancies or humours, but regulated by ftanding 
laws; framed (according to general direftions extant in 
holy Scripture) by pious and wife perfons, with mature 
advice, in accommodation to the feafons and circumftances 
of things for common edification, order, and peace. 

Thofe who, by virtue of their good principles, in their 
difpofition and demeanour appear fober, orderly, peace- 
able, yielding meek fubmiffion to government, tendering 
the Church's peace, upholding the communion of the 
faints, abftaining from all fchifmatical, turbulent, and fac- 
tious praftices. 

Thofe alfo, who are acknowledged by the laws of our 
country, an obligation to obey whom is part of that 

i Pet. ii. 13. human conftitution^ unto which we are in all things (not 
evidendy repugnant to God's law) indifpenfably bound 
to fubmit; whom our fovereign, G.od's vicegerent and 
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the nurfing lather of his Church among us^ (unto whom SERM; 
in all things high refpefl:, in all lawful things entire I'^I. 
obedieMce is due,) doth conmiand and encourage us to 
obey. 

Thofe, I fay, to whom this charafter plainly doth 
agree, we may reafonably be aflured, that they are our true 
guides and governors, wiiom we are obliged to follow and 
obey : for what better aflurance can we in reafon defire ? 
what more proper marks can be afligned to difcem them ' 
by? what methods of conftituting fuch needful officers 
can be fettled more anfwerable to their defign and ufe ? 
how can it be evil or unlafe to follow guides authorized 
by fuch warrants, conformed to fuch patterns, endowed 
with fuch difpofitions, aAing by fuch principles and rules? 
can we miflake or mifcarry by complying with the 
great body of God's Church through all ages, and par- 
ticularly with thofe great lights of the primitive Church, 
who by the excdlency of their knowledge, and the 
integrity of their virtue, have fo illuftrated our holy re- 
ligion ? 

Ther« are, on the other hand, fufficiently plain charac- 
ters, by which we may defcry feducers, and falfe pre- 
tenders to guide us. 

Thofe who do hripoMoftrxaXeiv^ teach otherwifsy or diiTcoft 1 Tim. vi. 
firom the good ancient wholefome dodrine, revealed inoaKi/g. 
the holy Scripture, attefted by univerfal tradition, pro-^.^'m. i.4. 
fefled, taught, mainlined to death by the primitive faints 2 Tim. ii. 
and martyrs; who affefk novelties, uncouth notions, big ^*J^ ^.5' ^^* 
words, and dark phrafes; who dote on curious empty fpe- 2 Pet. ii. 
culations^ and idle queftions, which engender ftrife, and*®' 
yield no good fruit. 

Thofe ^wrho ground their opinions and warrant their Ipfo™™ 
proceedings not by clear teftimonies of divine revelation, ncs temera- 
by the di^tes of found reafon, by the current authority^* ^°^°"' 
of wife and good men, but by the fuggeftions of their own leves. TVr- 
fancy, by the impulfes of their paffion and zeal, by pre- '*^' 
tences to fpecial infpiration, by imaginary neceffities, ancl 
fuch like fallacious rules. 

Thofe who, by counterfeit fliews of mighty zeal and 
13 
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SERM. extraordinary affection, by aflFefted forms of ^eech» by 
LVI. pleafing notions, by pmpbefying fmootk things^ daubing 
and glozing, by various artifices of flattery and fraud, 
attra6i and abufe weak and heedlefs people. 

Thofe who, without any apparent commiflion from 
God, or allowable call from men, or extraordinary ne- 
ceffity of the cafe, in no legal or regular way, according 
to no cullom received in God's Chiirch, do intrude them- 
• felves into the office, or are only afliuxied thereto by ig- 
norant, unliable, giddy, faftious people <*, fuch as thpfe 

aTim.iv.3.of whom St. Paul faith, that according to their oum 
lu/is they heap up teachers to themfdveSf having itching 
ears. 

Thofe who are not in reafonable ways fitly prepared, 
not duly approved, not competently authorized, not .or- 
derly admitted to the office, according to the prefcrip- 
tions of God's word, and the praStice of his Church; 
not entering into the fold by the door, but breaking 
through, or clambering over the fences of fober difci- 
pline. 

Thofe who in their mind, their principles, their defigns, 
and all their pradice, appear void of that charity, .that 
meeknefs, that cabnnefs, that gravity, that fincerity, that 
liability, which qualify worthy and true guides : who in 
the difpofition of their mind are froward, fierce, and ftub- 
bom; in their principles loofe andllippery; in their defigns 
and behaviour turbulent, diforderly, violent, deceitful : 
who regard not order or peace, but wantonly raife fcan- 
dais, create diflenfions, abet and foment difturbances in 
the Church : who imder reli^ous appearances indulge 
their paliions, and ferve their interells, ufing a guife of 
devotion, and talk about- holy things as inflruments to 
vent wrath, envy, and fpleen ; to drive forward defigns of 
ambition and avarice ; who will not fubmit to. aiiy certain 

^ Hi funt qui fe ultro apud temerarios conyenas (ine Divina difpoiitiooc 
prseficiunt, qui fe praepoiitos line ulla ordinationis lege conftituunt, qui 
nemine q>ifoppaCum dante epifcopi fibi nomen aflamunt. Cypr. J* Un, Seel, 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Of Obedience to tmrfpintual Guides and Governors. 119 

judgment or rule, will like nothing but what their fancy SERM. 
fuggefts, will acknowledge no law but their own will; LVI. 
who for no juft caufe^ and upon any flender pretence^ — — 
withdraw themfelves^ and.feduce others from the Church, 
in which they were brought up, deferting its communion, 
impugning its laws, defaming its governors, endeavouring 
to fubvert its eftabUfliment : who manage their difciplinc 
(fuch as it is of their own framing) unadvifedly and vm- 
fieadily, in no ftable method, according to no fettled rule, 
but as prefent conceit, or humour, or advantage prompt-^ 
eth ; fo that not being fixed in any certain judgment or 
pni&ice, they foon claih with themfelves, and divide from 
one another, inceflantly roving from one feft to another ; 
being carried about u/iih divers andjirange doSirines ; likeHth. xiij. 
children, iojfed io and fro with every wind ofdoStrine, gph, jy, j^, 

Thofe, the fruits of whofe do£trine and managery 
amount at beft only to empty /orwi of godlinefty void of 
real virtue; while in truth they fill the minds of men 
with in paffions, ill furmifes, ill will ; they produce im- 
pious, unjuft, and uncharitable dealing of all kinds, par- 
ticularly difcontentful murmurings, difobedience to ma* 
gifirates, fchifms and fa£lions in the Church, combuf- 
tions and feditions in the State. 

In fine, thofe who in their temper and their deport- 
ment refiranble thofe ancient, feducers, branded in the 
Scripture, thofe eifil men, who did feduce, and were fe^ 2 Tim. iii. 
duced: 

Whofe difpofitions are reprefented in thefe epithets : 
they were '&vv«>r«jirw, unruly , or perfons indifpofed andTit. i. 10. 
imwiUiiig to fubmit to government; roA/xi]ra}, aiu^otims, 
prefumpiuous, andfelf^willedy or felf-pleafing darers; yoy-aPet/ii. 10. 
yiiFm^' fiBfitiilfifmpoi, murmurers, complainersy or conjunctly 
difcont^nted mutiners; ce^oxorox^iroi, Jelf*condeni7ted,Tit. in. lo^ 
namely, by oontradi^ous ihufiling and fhifting, or by ex- g*^,^ «. 
commumcating themfelves fix)m the Church ; ywjTf j, te- la, 4. 
uiitchers, inveigling and deluding credulous people by 
diffimulation and fpecious appearances; having a form MAtLvii, 
lifg^dUnefSy hut denying the power thereof; being ^olves^^^^^^^ 
kfjheep'i chtkingygrievous wolves j not fparing the fkck; 

14 
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SERM. deceitful workers^ transforming themfelves into thejervonts 
^V^« of Chrift, and minijiers of rightemfnefs ; lovers of them- 
s Cor. xi. felveSf covetous^ boqfteiSi proud^ revilersy truce-breakers^ 
'?f.'** . ff^lf^ acctffers, traitors ^ heady, high minded, vain talkers, 
^VttAiui^. deceivers, ignorant, unlearned, uri/iablei 
Rom.xvt. Whofe pra£tices were; to caufe divifions and offences 
(/xim.i. ^^^^^^^ ^^ received do&rine; by good words and fair 
6»7.) Jpeeches to deceive the hearts of the fmple ^-^to fwerve 
from charity — having turned a/ide to vain jangling, defir* 
ing to be teachers of the law, under/ianding nsither what 
they fay, nor whereof they affirm :. to beguile unftable 
tph.'w, 14 fouls ; to lie in wait to deceive; to fpeak perverfe things 
^TMm*in^^''^' /Aey may draw difciples cfter them; to creep into 
5. houfes, captivating filly women; to dote about que/iions and 

1 im.vi. ji^iJq^ ^j njf^rds, whereof cometh envy,fir%fe, railings, evil 
ii?eu\ui»furmi/ings, perverfe difputings ; toJpeakfweUing words of 
Judc 16. vanity ; to admire perfons becaufe of advantage, (or out of 
Tit. i. 11. private defign, for felf-intereft ;) to Jubvert whole houfes, 
teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucre* s fake; 
iTim. iv. 2. to fpeak lies in hypocrify ; to preach Chrift out of envy and 
Phil.i. ^^>firife, not out of good-will, or pure intention, (od^ oty^Sy) 
^VeuW, 19, not purely ; to promife liberty to their followers ; to walk 
a Theff. iii. diforderly ; (that is, in repugnance to order fettled in the 
aPct.ii. 10. Church j) to defpife dominion, and without fear to re- 
Judc *'o. P^^^^^ dignities ; to fpeak evil (rafhly) of thofe things 
Jade 9. which they know not, (which are befide their (kill and 
9 John 9. cognizance ;) tofeparate thernfelves from the Church. 

Such perfons as thefe^ arrogating to themfelves the 

Tit. iii. 10. office of guides, and pretending to lead us^ we muft not 

a c . "»fQi2Q^ Qj. regard; but are in reafon and confcience obliged 

Rom. xvi. to rejeft and (hun them, as the minifters of Satan, the 

iTim.Yi.5.pGAs of Chriftendom, the enemies and murderers of fouls. 

It can indeed nowife be fafe to follow any fuch leaders, 

(whatever pretences to fpecial illiunination they hold 

forth, whatever fpecious guifes of lan£kity they bear,) 

who in their do&rine or pria^ce defle£t froni the great 

beaten roads of holy Scripture, primitive tradition, and 

catholic practice, roving in by-paths fuggefled to' them 

by their privia^te fancies and humours^ their pafiions' and 
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Jull«, their interefts and advantages : there have in all SERM. 
ages fuch counterfeit guides ftarted up, having debauched ^V^* 
fome few heedlefs perfons, having erefted fome Trapao-uva- 
fiTf^y or petty combinations againft the regularly fettled 
corporations; but never with any durable fuccefs or 
countenance of divine Providence; but like prodi^ous 
meteors^ having caufed a little gazing, and fome difturb- jude la. 
ance, their feds have foon been diflipated, and have quite 
vanifhed away ; the authors and abetters of them being 
either buried in oblivion, or recorded with ignominy: like 
diat Theudas in the fpeech of Gamaliel, who rofe up^ aAs t. a6. 
boqfiing himfelf to befomelody ; to whom a number of men, 
about four hundred, joined them/elves^ who wasjlain, and 
aU, as many as obeyed him, were fcatlered, and brought to 



But let thus much fuffice to have been fpoken concern- 
ing the pcrfons to whom obedience muft be performed. 
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SERMON LV^L 



OF OBEDIENCE TO OUR SPIRITUAL GUIDES 
AND GOVERNORS- 



Heb. xiii. 17* 

Obey them that have the ride over you, 

^LVn' I PROCEED to the duty itfelf, the obedience prefcribcd, 
* which may (according to the extent in fignification of the 
word ^rgfteo-^a/) be conceived to relate either to the go- 
vernment, or to the doftrine, or to the converfation of the 
perfons fpecified; implying, that we fliould obey their 
laws, that we (hould embrace their doftrine, that we 
ihould conform to their praAice, according to proper li- 
mitations of fuch performance, refpeftively. 

We begin with the firft, as feeming chiefly intended by 
the words : 

Obedience to ecclefiaftical government : what this doth 
import we may underftand by confidering the terms 
whereby it is exprefled, and thofe whereby its correlate 
. (fpiritual government) is fignified; by examples and prac- 
tice relating to it, by the nature and reafon of the matter 
itfelf- 

Befide the word Trel^ea-^afy (which is commonly uied to 
fignify all forts of obedience, chiefly that which is due to 
governors,) here is added a word ferving to explain that, 
the word wf/xav, which fignifieth to yield, give way, or 
comply; relating (as it feemeth by its being put indefi- 
nitely) to all their proceedings in matters concerning their 
charge. In other places, parallel to our text, it is ex- 
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prefied by vKtyrourcw^a^y the fame term by which con-.SERM. 
ftantly the fuhje£don due to fecular powers, in all the «LV1L 
precepts eqoining it, is exprefled : *Ofto/«f viortpoi uirora- fnTttTTT 
yijTt crpea-SuT^oK, In like manner, (or correfpondently,) faith ^o™- »»"• 
St. Peter, ye younger fubmit your/elves to the elder; (that i"pct.ii. 
is, as the context (hews, ye inferiors in the Church obey J^ 
your fuperiors ; 6 yecin joj both there and otherwhere doth lu^c xxw! 
fignify the ftate of inferiority, as 6 irpiirSurtpos import^th ^^' 
dignity and authority.) And, vmroffe'na'de roi; rotovr^iSf/ub" 1 Cor. zvi. 
mit yourjelues unto Juchy and to every one that helpeth with ^^' 
V3, and ktbourethy faith St. Paul; and, ahXi^Xois uvorourcro-Bph.v. 31. 
fcsvoi, fuhmitting yourfelves to one another in the fear of 
Gody that is, yielding confcientioufly that fubmiffioi>, 
which eftablifhed order requireth from one to another: 
whence we may coUeft, that the duty confifteth in yield- 
ing fubmiilion and compliance to all laws, rules, and or- 
ders enacted by fpiritual governors for the due celebratipa 
of God's worfhip, the promoting edification, the conferv- 
ing decency, the maintenance of peace ; as alfo to the 
judgments and cenfures in order to the fame purpofes ad- 
miniilered by them. 

This obedience to be due to them may likewife be in- 
ferred from the various names and titles attributed to 
them ; fuch as thofe of Prelates, Superintendents, Paftors, 
Supervifors, Governors, and Leaders; which terms (more 
largely touched before) do imply command and authority 
of all. forts, legifkttive, judicial, and executive. 

Such obedience alfo primitive pradice doth ailert to 
them; for what authority the holy Apoftles did a^fliune 
and exercife, the fame we may reafonably fuppofe derived 
to them ; the fame in kind, although not in peculiarity of 
manner, (by immediate commiffion from Chrift, with fup- 
ply of extraordinary gifts and graces,) and in unlimited- 
nefs of extent: for they do fucceed to the Apoftles inCujosinfo^ 
charge and care over the Church, each in his preciqft, guu'j^rt'u 
the apoftolical office being diftributed ampng them all.cipcsfu- 
The feme tides which the Apoftles aflumed to thcm-^Jpr.Je 
felves they afcribe to their Sympteibyters, requiring the ^*''- ^^^' 
fame duties from them, and prefcribing obedienlse to 
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SERM. them in the fame terms; they claimed no more power 
^^^^* than was needful to further edification, and this is requi- 
«Cor. X. s.fite that prefent governors alfo ftiould have ; their pra&ice 
To ordain ^ government may alfo well be prefumed exemplary to 
ciders. all future governors. As tfien we fee them ltetrct&'(r&v, to 
jmSyt^ ^^^ things, and frame ecclefiallical conftitutions; hof^Sv^ 
Toexcpcifc io reStify things, or reform defe&s, to impofe obfervances 
iion. * w^c^^ry, or expedient to the time 5 to judge caufes and 
1 Cor» xi. perfons, being ready to avenge^ or punifli, every dif obedience; 
Tit. i. 5. to iife feverity upon occafions 5 with the fpiritual rod to 
A^'^'??'chaftife fcandalous offenders, diforderly walkers, perfons 
3 Cor. X. 6. contumacious and unconformame to their mjuncuons ; to 
i*Cor.%. J^^j^ heretics, and banifli notorious finners from commu- 
ai.xii. ai. iiion, warning the faithful to forbear converfation with 
aThcir. iii.'them: as they did challenge to themfelves an authority 
*»Jf; from Chri/i to exercife thefe and the like afts of fpiritual 
. iTim.vi. 5. dominion and jurifdi6tion, exacting punAual obedience to 
Rom. XVI. ^jjgjjj . ^g ^g jjf^ f^ ^^ jjj^^ g^Q.g exercifed by bifliops, 

a Cor. X. 8. whom they did conftitute to feed and rule the Church 5 
Epiicopt ^^ w® "^*y reafonably conceive all governors of the Church 
fuccefforcs (the hcirs of their office) invefted with like authority in 
rum. Cypr, Order to the f^me purpofes, and that correfpondent obe- 
^^. 37. 69.^ience is due to them 5 fo that what blame, what punilh- 
Ep. 41. 75.ment was due to thofe, who difobeyed the ApofUes, doth 
(FifiBilO jjj proportion belong to the tranfgreffors of their duty 
toward the prefent governors of the Church ; efpecially 
Matt. coniidering that our Lord promifed his perpetual prefence 
xxviii. 30. ^j affiflance to the ApofUes. 

We may farther obferve, that accordingly, in continual 
fucceffion from the firfl ages, the good primitive bifhops 
(the great patrons and propagators of our religion) did ge- 
nerally affume fuch power, and the people readily did 
yield obedience; wherein that one did wrongfully ufurp, 
the other did weakly comply, were neither probable nor 
jufl to fuppofe: whence general tradition doth alfo con* 
firm our obligation to this duty. 

That this kind of obedience is required doth alfo far- 
ther appear from confidering the reafon of things, ^^ 
condition of the Church, the defign of Chriftian reti^on. 
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. I, Every Chriitian church is a ibciety ; no fociety can SERM. 
abide in any comely order^ any fteady quiet^ any defirable LVII. 
profperity, without government; no government can Hand ' 

without correfpondent obligation to fubmit thereto. 

2. Again; The ilate of religion under the Gofpel is the 
kingdom of heaven; Chrift our Lord is king of the 
Church ; it he vifibly governeth and ordereth by the fpi- 
litual governors, as his fubilitutes and lieutenants; (whence 
they peculiarly are ftyled his minifters, his officers, his 
fiewards, his legates, his co-workers.) When he afcend* 
jng up to God's right hand was invelted with entire pof- 
feffion of that royal ilate, he fettled them to adminifter 
affairs concerning that government in his place and name : 
jifcertding up on high he gave gifts unto men.-^He gave Eph,iv.%y 

Jbme apojllesy fome prophets^ fame evangelifts, Jome pq/lors^^* ^^' 
and teachers : he gave them, that is, he appointed them 
In their office, fubordinate to himfelf, far the perfe&ing 
of the faints, for the work of the mini/try , for the edifying 
of the body of Chrift. As to him, therefore, ruling by 
them, by them enading laws, difpeniing juftice, maintain- 
ing order and peace, obedience is due. 

3. Again; For the honour of God, the conunendation (1 Cor. zIt. 
of religion, and benefit of the people, it is needful, that^?- .. 

in all religious performances things fhould, according to * ' 
St. Paul's rule, be performed decently, and according tax Cor.ziT. 
order, without imhandfome confufion, and troublefome '^^' 
diftra£Uon : this cannot be accomplifhed without a deter- 
mination of perfons, of modes, of qircumilances apper- 
taining to thofe performances j (for how can any thing be 
performed decently, if every perfon hath not his rank and 
ilation, his office and work allotted to him ; if to every 
thing to be done, its time, its place, its manner of per- 
formance be not affigned, fo that each one may know 
what, when, where, and how he muft do ?) Such deter- 
mination muft be committed to the difcretion and care of 
fome perfons, empowered to fr^e Handing laws or rules 
concerning it, and to fee them duly executed; (for all per- 
fons .without delay, ftrife, confufion, and difturbance, can- 
not meddle in it :) with thefe perfons all the reil of the 
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SERM. body muft be obliged to comply; otherwife all fuch de- 
.^V^^' terminations will be vain and inefFe&uaL Such order, 
reafon doth recommend in every proceeding ; fuch order 
efpecially becometh the grandeur and importance of fa- 
cred things ; fuch order God hath declared himfelf to ap- 
prove, and love, efpecially in Iiis own houfe, among his 
1 Cor. xiv, people, in matters relating to his fervice ; for. He is not, 
^^' as St. Paul faith, arguing to this purpofe, the God of con- 

fyfion, hut ofpeaccy in all churches of the faints. 

4. Again; It is requifite that all Chriftian brethren 

ihould confpire in ferving God with mutual charity, hearty 

concord, harmonious confent; that, as the Apoftles fo 

tifi^vzM^ often prefcribed, they Jhould endeavour to keep unity of 

•oSL*«ie"»if . Jpi^i^ i'^ if^^ ^ond of peace ; that they fliould be like- 

1 Pet. W'us.fnindedf having the fame love, being of one accord^ of one 

Phil.ii. a. mindy Jianding faji in onejpiritj with one mind; that they 

i' ^7 ''ni'^6* Jhould walk by the fame rule, and mind the fame thing; 

5, 6.xii.i6. that with one mind and one mouth they Jhould glorify God, 

a Cor. xiii. ^^^ Father of our Lord Jefus Chriji; that they Jhould dl 

1 Cor. \.io,Jpeak the fame thing; and that there be no divifions among 

them, but that they be perfectly joined together in the fame 

mind, and in the fame judgment ; (like thofe in the Afts, 

hBs iv. 32. of whom it is faid. The multitude of believers had one 

as.xLis! heart and one foul;) that there Jhould be no fchifms {Avi' 

i. n. Hi. 3. fions, or fa6tions) in the body ; that all difienfions, all 

Qo. ' murmurings, all emulations fhould be difcarded from the 

Phil. ii. 14. Church : the which precepts, fecluding an obligation to 

obedience, would be impoflible, and vain ; for (without 

continual miracle, and transforming human nature^ things 

not to be expe(fted from God, who apparently defigneth 

to manage religion by ordinary ways of human prudence, 

his gracious affiftance concurring) no durable concord in 

any (bciety can ever effeftually be maintained otherwife 

than by one public reafon, will, and fentence, which may 

reprefent, conneft, and comprife all; in defeA of that 

every one will be of a feveral opinion about what is beft, 

each will be earneft for the prevalence of his model ana 

way; there will be fo many lawgivers as perfons, fo 

many differences as matters incident; nothmg will pa6 
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fmootMy and quietly, without bickering and jangling, SERM. 
and confequently without animQfities andfe,uds: whence ^H* 
no unanimity, no concord, fcarce any charity or good- 
will can fubfift. 

5. Farther; In confequence of thefe things common 
edification requireth fuch obedience: it is the duty of 
governors to order all things to this end, that is, to the 
maintenance, encouragement, and improvement of piety; 
for this purpofe their authority was given them, as St.aCor. xtil. 
Paul faith, and therefore it muft be deemed thereto con- ^®' *• *' 
ducible : it is indeed very neceflary to edification, which, 
without difciplme guiding the fimple and ignorant, re- 
claiming the erroneous and prefumptuous, cheriftiing the 
regular, and correfting the refraftory, can nowife be pro- 
moted. 

Excluding it, there can be no means of checking or re- 
dreffing fcandals, which to the reproach of religion, to 
the difgrace of the. Church, to the corrupting the minds, 1 Tim. i. 
and infecting the manners of men, will fpring up, and 3 ti^. li. 
Ipread. Neither can there be any way to prevent the ^^> i7» is- 
rife and growth of pernicious errors, or herefies ; the 
w^hich affuredly in a ftate of unreftrained liberty the wan- 
ton and wicked minds of men will breed, their licentious 
praftice will fofter and propagate, to the increaje q/* aW^Tim. n, 
impiety: their mouths muft bejiopped^ otherwife they will jit. i. 11. 
Jubvert whole houfes^ teaching things which they ought not ^ '^*"** "• 
for filthy lucre's fake; the word of naughty feducers u^itt 
Jpread like a gangrene^ if there be no corrofive or cor- 
re6iive remedy to ftay its progrefs. 

Where things are not managed in a liable, quiet, or* 
derly way, no good praftice can flourifli, or thrive ; dif- 
fenfion will choke all good affections, confufion will ob- 
flxuft all good proceedings; from anarchy, emulatioti 
aud ilrife wiU certainly grow, a;nd from them all forts 
of wickednefs; for ivhere, faith St. James, there is emur Jam. iiui€* 
lation andjirifcy there is confufon and every evil thing. 

All thofe benefits, which arife from holy communion 
in offices of piety and charity, (from common prayers and 
praifes to God, from participation in all facred ordinanc^d^ 
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SERM. from mutual advice, admonition, encouragement, confo- 
LVIL lation, good example,) will together vaniih with difci- 
pline; thefe depend upon the friendly union and corre- 
fpondence of the members ; and no fuch union can abide 
without the ligament of difcipline, no fuch correfpondence 
can be upheld without unanimous compliance to public 
order. The cement of difcipline wanting, the Church 
I Pet. ii. 5, will not be like a fpiriiual houfej compafked of lively 
Jlones into one goodly pile j but like a company of fcat- 
tered pebbles, or a heap of rubbifh. 

So confidering the reafon of things, this obedience will 
appear needful : to enforce the praftice thereof we may 
adjoin feveral weighty coniiderations. 

Confider obedience, what it is, whence it fprings, 
what it produceth; each of thofe refpefts will engage us 
to it. 

It is in itfelf a thing very good and acceptable to 
God, very juft and equal, very wife, very comely and 
pleafant. 

It cannot but be grateful unto God, who is the God 
pf love, of order, of peace, and therefore cannot but like 
the means furthering them ; he cannot but be pleafed to 
fee men do their duty, efpecially that which regardeth 
his own minifters j in the refpefl; performed to whom he 
is himfelf indeed avowed, and honoured, and obeyed*. 

It is a juft and equal thing, that every member of fo- 
ciety fhould fubmit to the laws and orders of it; for 
. every man is fuppofed upon thofe terms to enter into, 
and to abide in it; every man is deemed to owe fuch 
obedience^ in anfwer to his enjoyment of privileges and 
partaking of advantages thereby; fo therefore whoever 
pretendeth a title tp thofe excellent immunities, benefits, 
and comforts, which communion with the Church afford-^ 
eth, it is moft equal, that he fhould contribute to its fup^ 
port and welfare, its honour, its peace ; that confequently 



■ Tempus eft» — ut de fubmiffione provocent in fe Dei clemendaiBi et de 
honore deblto-in Dei facerdotcm eliciaat in fe divimam mifencordiam. Cjpr* 
fp.dO, 
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he fhould yield obedience to the orders appointed for S^'J^ RM 
thofe ends. Pecvdiarly equal it is in regard to our fpi- ^H* 
ritual governors, who are obliged to be very folicitous . . 
and laborious in furthering our beft good; who ftand 
deeply engaged, and are refponfible for the welfare of our 
fouls : they muft be contented to ^jb^d, and hejpent; to 
undergo any pains, any hardihips, any dangers and crOiTe^ 
occurring in purfuance of thofe defigns: and is it not 
then plainly equal (is it not indeed more than equal, doth 
not all ingenuity and gratitude require?) that we fliould 
encourage' and comfort them in bearing thofe burdens, 
and in difcbarging thofe incumbencies, by a fair and 
cheerful compliance ? it is* the ApoiUe^s enforcement of 
the duty in.oUr text: Obey them, faith he, and fuhmit 
yourfelves; for they watch for your fouls, as thofe who are 
to render an account, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief , (or groaning.) 

Is it not indeed extreme iniquity s^nd ingratitude, when 
they with anxious care and eameft toil are endeavouring 
our happine% that we fhould vex and trouble them by 
our perverfe and crofs behaviour ? 

Kay, is it not palpable folly to do thus, feeing thereby 
we do indifpofe and hinder them from eiie£tually dif^* 
charging their duty to our advantage ? akoa-n8>i$ y^ vfAh 
rouro, for this, addeth the ApofUe, farther preffing the 
duty, is unprof table to you, pr it tendeth to your diiad- 
vantage and damage 3 not only as involving guilt, but as 
inferring lofs; the lofs of all thofe fpiritual benefits, which 
nuniflers being encouraged^ and thence performing their 
ofEce with alacrity and fprightful diligence^ would pro- 
cure to you: it is therefore pur wifdom to be obedient, 
becaufe obedience is fo advantageous and profitable to 
us. • . 

The fame is alfo a comely and amiable thing, yielding 
much grace, . procuring great honour to the Churchy 
highly adorning and crediting religion: it is a goodly 
fight to. ]:^hpld things proceeding orderly; to fee every 
perfon quietly refting in his poft, or moving evenly in his 
rank; to obferve fuperiors calnaly leading, inferiors gladly 

VOL. III. K 
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SERM* fiollowiogy and equals lovingly accompanying each other: 
l^^^^* this is the Pfclmift's, Ecce'quam bonumi Behold, hour 

Pf. cuxix« (admirably) good, and how pteafant it is for brethren to • 

^' dwell together in unity ! fuch a ftate of things argueth 

the good temper and wifdom of perfons fo demeaning 
themfelves, the excellency of the principles which do 
guide and a6l them^ the goodnefa of the conftitution 
which they obferve; fo it crediteth the Church, and 

Tit ii. 10. graceth religion ; a thing which, as St. Paul teacheth, in 
Ull things we fhould endeavour* 

. It is alfo a very pleafant and comfortable thing to live 
in obedience ; by it we enjoy tranquillity of mind and 
iatisfa^don of confcidnce, we tafte all the fweets of amity 
and peace, we are freed from the ftings of inward remorfe, 
we efcape the grievances of difcord and ftrife. 

The caufes alfo and principles from which obedience 
fpringeth do much commend it : it arifeth from the dif- 
pofitions of foul which are nioft Chriftian and mod hu- 
mane; from charity, humility, meeknefs, fdbriety of 
mind^ and calmnefs of paffion ; the which always difpofe 
men to fubmifs, complaifant, peaceable ■itemeanour to- 
ward all men, efpecially toward thofe whofo relation to 
them claimeth fuch demeanour: thefe a genuine, free, 
Cordial, and confiant obedience do fignify to live in the 
foul; together with a general honefty of- intention, and 
exemption from bafe defigns. 

In fine, innumerable and ineftimable are the benefits 
and good fruits accruing from this praSice; befide the 
fupport it manifeftly yieldeth to the Church, the grace- 
fulnefs of order, the conveniences and pleafures of peace^ 
it hath alfo a notable influence upon the common man- 
ners of men, which hardly can ever prove very bad> 
where the governors of the Church do retj^in their due 
I'efpeft and authority; nothing more poweriFully dotti in- 
JQigate io virtue, than the countenance of authority; no- 
thing niore effeaualiycan reftrain from exorbitancy of 
vice, than the bridle of difciplirie : this obvious experi- 
ence demonftrateth, and we fhall plainly fee, if wfe refleft 
upon thofe times when jaety and virtue have moflr flou- 
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riflied: Whence was it, that in thofe good old times Chri- SfiftM. 
ftians did fo abound in good works, that they bnmed wtfa .^V^^- 
holy zeal, that they gladly wovdd do, would fuffer any 
thing for their religion ? whence but from a mighty re- 
fpe£i to their fuperiors, from a flriA regard to their di- 
reSion and difcipline? Did the bifhops then prefcribe long 
fails, or impofe rigid penances ? willingly did the people 
undergo them: Did the paftor conduct into danger, did he 
lead them into the very jaws of death and martyrdom ? 
the flock with a refolute alacrity did follow : Did a prelate 
interdict any praftice fcandalous or prejudicial to the 
Church, under pain of incurring cenfure ? every man 
trembled at the confequences of tranfgrefling ^ : no terror 
of worldly power, no feverity of juftice, no dread of cor- 
poral punifhment had fuch efficacy to deter men from 
ill-doing, as the reproof and cenfure of a bifhop; his 
frown could avail more than the menaces of an emperor, 
than the rage of a perfecutor, than the rods and axes of 
an executioner: no rod indeed did fmart like the fpi- 
ritual rod, no fword did cut fo deep as that of the Spirit; 
no lofs w^s then fo valuable as being deprived of fpirir 
tual advantages ; no banifhment was fo grievous as being 
feparated from holy communion; no fentence of death 
was fo terrible as that which cut men off from the 
Church ; no thunder could aftoniih or affright men like 
the crack of a fpiritual anathema : this was that which 
kept virtue in requell, and vice in deteftation; hence it 
Was that men were fo good, that religion did fo tlirive;, 
that fo frequent and fo illuflrious examples of piety did 
appear ; hence indeed we may well reckon that Chrifti- 
anity did (under fo many difadvantages and oppofitions) 
fubfifl:, and grow up; obedience to governors was its 
guard; that kept the Church fimily united in a body 
fufhciently flrong to maintain itfelf againft all affaults of 
faftion within, of oppd(itiQn from abroad; that preferved 



^ Neque hoc ita dixerim, ut negligatiir ecclefiaftica difciplina, et pennit- 
tatar qaifquam fiicere quod velit (ine uUa correptione, et quadam medicinal i 
.TimUaa^ et terribiti lenitate^ tt charitatis feveritater jfug, adv» P^tiL hi. 4. 

K % 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



¥3» Of Obedience to ourjpiriiual Guides and Governors. 

SERM. that ccmcord^ which difpofed and enabled Chriftians to 
LVII. defend their religion againft all fraud and violence ; that 
chenihed the true virtue, and the beautiful order, which 
begot veneration to religion : to it therefore we owe the 
life and growth of Chriflianity ; fo that through many (harp 
perfecutions it hath held up its head, through fo many 
perilous difeafes it hath kept its life until this day. There 
were not then of old any fuch cavils and clamours againft 
every thing prefcribed by governors ; there were no fuch 
unconfcionable fcrufdes, no fuch hardhearted pretences to 
tender confcience devifed to baffle the authority of fupe- 
riors: had there been fuch, had men then commonly been 
fo froward and fa£kious as now, the Church had been foon 
fliivered into pieces, our religion had been fwallowed up 
in confufion and licentioufnefs. 

If again we on the other hand fix our confideration upon 
difobedience, (the nature, the fources, the confequences 
thereof,) it will, I fuppofe, much conduce to the fame 
effeft, of perfuading us to the praftice of this duty. 

It is in itielf a heinous fin, being the tranfgreffion of a 
command in nature and confequence very important, upon 
which God layeth great ftrefs, which is frequently incul- 
cated in Scripture, which is fenced by divers other pre^ 
cepts, which is preflfed by ftrong arguments,'and backed by 
fevere threatenings of punifiiment upon the tranfgrefibrs. 

It is in its nature a kind of apoftafy from Chriflianity, 
and rebellion againft our Lord ; for as he that refiifeth to 
obey the king's magiftrates in adminiftration of their office 
is interpreted to difclaim his authority, and to defign rebel- 
lion againft him; fo they who obftinately difobey the 
xftinifters of our Lord's fpiritual kingdom do thereby ap- 
pear to difavow him, to fliake off his yoke, to impeach 
his reign over them; fo doth he himfelf interpret and 
Luke X. 16. take it : ffc, faith our Lord, that heareth you heareth mey 
Matt! xii!^*^**^ Ae that (6 a^rrSxv, that haffleth) de/pifeth you defpifeth 
17. me; and. If any man negleSi to hear the Churchy (or fhall 

difobey it, lav icoLpot.xo6<rr^y) let him he to Jthee as a heathen, 
and a publican; that is, fuch a refractory perfon doth by 
his Contumacy put himfelf into the fiate of one removed 
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from the commonwealth oflfrael, he forfeiteth the fpecial SERM. 
protection of God, he becometh as an alien or an outlaw LVII. 
from the kingdom of our Lord ^. "' 

Under the Mofaical difpenfation thofe who would do Deut. xvii. 
prefumptuotijlyj and would not hearken unto the priefty that ^^* 
Jlood to minifter before ike Lord, did incur capital punifh- 
ment j thofe who fa£kioufly murmured againft Aaron are 
laid to make an infurreftion againft God, and anfwerably 
were punilhed in a miraculous way, {the Lord made a new Num. xvi. 
thingy the earth opened, and /wallowed them up; they went ' ^* ^^' 
down alive into the pit.) It was in the prophetical times 
an expreffidn fignifying height of impiety. My people is Hof. iv. 4. 
as thofe who Jirive with the prieji. Seeing then God hath 
no lefs regard to his peculiar fervants now than he had 
then ; feeing they no lefs reprefent him, and aft by his 
authority now, than any did then 5 feeing their fervice is 
as precious to him, and as much tendeth to his honour 
now, as the Levitical fervice then did ; feeing he no lefs 
loveth order and peace in the Church, than he did in the 
Synagogue ; we may well fuppofe it a no lefs heinous fin, 
and odious to God, to defpife the minifters of Chrift's 
Gofpel, than it was before to defpife the minifters of 
Mofes's Law«. 

It is a fin indeed pregnant with divers fins, and involv 
uig the breach of many great commands, which are fre- 
quently propofed and preffed in the New Teftament, with 
defign in great part to guard and fecure it : that of doing 1 Cor. xvi. 
all things in charity; of doing all things without murmur- PhU.H. 14, 
ings and dij/enfons; oipurfuing peace fo far as lieth in us; ^™* *"• 
of maintaining unity, concord, unanimity in devotion ; of a Tim. ii. 
avoiding fchifms, and diffenfions, and the like : which are ^^^^ ^.. 
all notorioufly violated by this difobedience ; it includethi4. 
the moft high breach of charity, the moft formal infring ^^^^^ ^^' 



10. 



^ Nee putent fibi vitae aut falutis conftare rationem, (i epifcopis et facer- 
dotibus obtemperare noluerint; cum in Deutron. Deus dicat, &c. Cypr, 
Ep. 61. 

« Quo exemplo oftenditur, et probatur obnoxios omnes et culps et poenae 
futuroSy qui fe fchifmaticis contra praepoiitos et facerdotes irreligiofa temeri- 
ute mifcuerint. C^pr. Ep, 76. 
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SEftM. ing peace, the moft fcandalous kind of difcord that can be, 
^V*'' to crofs our fuperiors^ 

""""""""^ It is alfo a praflice ifluing from the worft difpofitions of 
ibii], fuch as are moft oppofite to the fpirit of our religion, 
and indeed very repugnant to common reafon and hu- 
manity ; from a proud haughtinefs or vain wantonnefs of 
mind; from the irregularity of unmortified and unbridled 
paifion; from exorbitant felfiflinefs, (felfiftmefs of every bad 
kind, felf-conceit, felf-will, felf-intereft;) from turbulent 
animofity, froward crolfnefs of humour, rancorous ipite, 
perverfe obftinacy ; from envy, ambition, avarice, and the 
like ill fources, the worft fruits of the flefli and corrupt na- 
ture : to fuch difpofitions the rejefting God's prophets of 
old, and the noncompliance v^^ith the Apoftles are aicribed 
in Scripture ; and from the fame the like negleA of God's 
meflengers now do proceed; as whoever will obierve, 
may eafily difcern ; do but mind the difcourfes of faftious 
people, you (hall perceive them all to breathe generally 
nothing but ill-nature. 

The fruits alfo which it produceth are extremely bad ; 
manifold great inconveniences and mifchiefs, hugely pre- 
judicing the intereft of religion and the welfare of the 
Church. 

Vid. Cypr, It is immediately and formally a violation of order 

qoc cnim^*"^ peace ; whence all the woful confequences of diforder 

aliande>&c.and faftion do adhere thereto. 

It breedeth great difgrace to the Church and fcandal 
to reKgion ; for what can appear more ugly than to fee 
among the profeffors of religion children oppofing their 
fathers, fcholars contefting with their mafters, inferiors 
flighting and croffing their fuperiors ? what can more 
expofe the Church and religion to the contempt, to the 
derifion of atheifts and infidels, of profane and lewd per- 
fons, of wild heretics and fchifmatics, of all enemies unto 
truth and piety, than fuch foul irregularity 5? 



/f An cffe fibi cum Chrifto vidctur, qui adverfus ikccrdotcs Chrifti fecit? 
&.C. Cypr, de Unit, EecL p. 258. 

< Inde fcbifmata> et haerefes obortae funt, et oriuntur^ dum epifcopus, qui 
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' It corrupteth the minds and manners of men: forSERM. 
when that difeipline is relaxed which was ordained to ^^^^* 
guard truth and pi:omote holinefs ; when men are grown 
fo licentious and ftubbom as to contemn their fuperiors, 
to difregard their whokfome laws and fober advice, there 
can be no curb to refirain them, but down precipitantlyEcclefiie 
they run into all kind of viciOus irregularities and ex-^"f ^i*^'^ 
cefies; whenthofe mounds are taken away, whither will ^* CyP''* 
men ramble ? when thofe banks are broken down, what 
can we expe6l but deluges of impious do&rine and 
wicked practice, to overflow the ignorant and inconii- 
derate people ? 

Doth not indeed this pra6lice evidently tend to the dif- 
folution of the Church and deftrufbon of Chrifiianity.? 
for when the Jhepherds are (as to conduft and efficacy) 
taken away, will not the ^/heep be fcaltered, or u/amfer Matt. xxvi. 
ajiray^ like Jheep without a Jkepherd, being bewildered ih^^* 
various errors, and expofed as a prey to any wild beads ; 
to the grievous wolves^ to the ravenous lions, to the wily 
foxes ? here a fanatical enthufiaft will fnap them, there a 
profane libertine will worry them, there again a defperate 
atheift wUl tear and devour them^. 

Confult we but obvious experience, and we (hall fee what 
(polls and mines of faith, of good confcience, of common 
honefty and fobriety, this practice hath in a few yearscaufed; 
' how have atheifm^and infidelity, how have profanenefs and 
diflblutenefs of manners, how have all kinds of diihonefty 
and bafenefs grown up iince men began to difregard the 
authority of their fpiritual guides ! what difmal tragedies 
have we in our age beheld a£led upon this ibige of bur 
own country ! what bloody wars and murders, (niuitlers 



unus eft, et ecclefise praeeft fuperba quorimdam pnefumptione contemnitur. 
Cjpr, Ep, 69. ' 

Hac funt inttia hsereticorutn, et orttts atque conatus fchifmati coram male 
cogttantium m fibi plac^ant, ut pittpoiitum fuperbo mmore conteionant. Sic 
de ecclefia receditur, fie altare profanum foris coHocatur, (ic contra pacem 
Chrifti, atque unitatem Dei rcbellatur. Cypr, Ep, 65. 

^ Tiro veivTiv rSv xetxiiv t^rtvty tn r« riv &^;^iyruv ^^avU^fif i^ifit-tx ait^us^ 
svitis ^H* &C, Chryf, in a Tim^ Or. 2. 

K4 
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SERM. of princes^ of ndsJes^ of bUbops and pribftsl) what znifer* 
LV1I> ^Me oppreffion8,,ex3tdrtions> and. rapines ! what .execrable 
feditions and rebellions ! what, barbarous animofities and 
feuds! what abominable treafons^ facrileipes, perjuries, 
blafphemies ! what horrible violations of all juflice and 
honefly! And what, I pray, was thefouroe of thefe things? 
where did they begin ? where but at inurmurihg • againft, 
at reje£tihg,at perfecuting the fpiritual governors, at caftr 
ing down and trampling on their authority, at flighting 
and fpumingat thdr advice? Surely wotdd men have ob- 
ferved the laws, or have hearkened to the counfels of 
thofe grave and fober perfons, whom God had appointed 
to direft them,. they never would have run into the com- 
miffion of fuch enormities. .» . 

It is. not to be omitted, that, in the prefent 9si\i^ of 
things, the guilt of difobedience to fpiritual governors is 
increafed and aggravated by the fupenrenient guilt of 
another difobedience to the laws^ of our prince and coun- 
try. Before the fecular powers (unto whom Grod hath 
committed the difpen&tion of juftice, with the mainte- 
nance of peajce and order, in;reference to worldly afiairs) 
did fubmit to our Lord, and became nurfing parents of 
the CAt^cA, the. power, of managing ecclefiaftical matters 
did wholly refide in fpiritual guides; unto whom. Chri- 
ftians, as the peculiar, fubjefifcs of God, were obliged virill- 
ingly. to yield obedience; and' refuting it, were guilty 
before 'God of fpiritual dilbrder, fa6tion, or fchifm: ^ut 
now, after that political: authority (out of pious zeal for 
God's fervice, out. of a wife care to prevent the influences 
of diforder in fpiritual matters upon the temporal peace, 
out of grateful return for the advantages the common- 
wealth enjoyeth from religion and the Church) hath 
pleafed to back and fortify the laws of fpiritual governors 
by civil fanftions, the knot of our obligation is tied fafter, 
its force is redoubled, we by difobedience incur a double 
guilt, and ofiend God two ways, both as fupreme gover- 
nor of the world, and as king of the Church ; to our 
fchifm againfl the Church we add rebellion againft our 
prince, and fo become no lefs bad citizens than, bad 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Of Obedience to ourjpiritual Guides and Governors. 137 

Chriftians. Some may perhaps imagine their difobedienc^ S ERM. 
hence more excufable, taking themfelves now only thereby ^^"' 
to tranfgrefs a political fan£tion: but (befide that even 
that were a great offence, the command of our temporal 
governors beiiig fufficient, out of confcience to God's ex- 
prcfs will, to oblige us in all things not evidently repug- 
nant to God's law) it is a great miftake to think the civil 
law doth anywife derogate from the ecclefiaftical ; that 
doth not fwallow this up, but fuccoureth and corrobo- 
rateth it ; their concurrence yieldeth an acceffion of 
weight and ftrength to each ; thfty do not by confpiring 
to prefcribe the fame thing either of them ceafe to be 
governors, as to right; iDut in efficacy the authority of 
both fliould thence be augmented, feeing the obligation 
to obedience is multiplied upon their fubjefts; and to 
difobey theni is now two crimes, which otherwife fhould 
be but one. 
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SERMON LVIII. 



OF OBEDIENCE TO OUR SPIRITUAL GUIDES 
AND GOVERNORS. 



Heb. xiii. 17* 

Ohey them that have the rule over you. 

SERM. OUCH is the nature of this duty, and fuch are the rea- 
' fons enforcing the pra£kice thereof: I {hall only farther 
remove two impediments of that pradice, and fo leave 
this point. 

I. One hindrance of obedience is this, that fpiritual 
power is not defpotical or compulfory, but parental or 
pailoral ; that it hath no external force to abet it, or to 
Matt. XX. avenge difobedience to its laws: they muft not xarefow- 
Lukc xxii. fTioii&v, or xuTuxvpisvetVy (be imperious, or domineer,) they 
i^p a ^^^ ^^^ allowed to exercife violence, or to infli£t bodily 
correftion *; but muft rule in meek and gentle ways, di- 
re£Uy influential upon the mind and confcience, (ways of 
2 Tim. ii. rational perfuafion, exhortation, admonition, reproof,) in 
iTimAll Q.^^^knefs iti/iruSiing thofe that oppofe themfelves I'^coU' 
vindngj rebuking^ exhorting with all longfuffering and 
doSlriTie; their word is their only weapon, their force of 
argument all the conftraint they apply : hence men com- 
monly do not ftand in awe of them, nor are fo fenfiblc of 



'£yrii«^ w fiMZ^funVf ak>M ^ni^nru itt ^mTv itfkutti rh rtmtrn. Ibid* 
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their obligation to obey them; they cannot underftand SERAf. 
why they fhould be frighted by words, or controlled by LV1H> 
an unarmed authority. 

But this in truth (things being duly confidered) is fo 
far from diminifhing our obligation, or arguing the au- 
thority of our governors to be weak and precarious, that 
it rendereth our obligation much greater, and their au- 
thority more dreadfid ; for the fweeter and gentler their 
way of governing is, the more difingenuous and unworthy 
a thing it is to difobey it ; not to be perfuaded by rea- 
fon, not to be allured by kindnefs, not to admit fHendly 
advice, not to comply with the calmeft methods of fur- 
thering our own good, is a brutifli thing; he that only 
can be feared and fcourged to duty, fcarce deferveth the 
name of a man : it therefore doth the more oblige us, 
that in this way we are moved to a£tion by love rather 
than fear. Yet if wd would fear wifely and juftly, (not 
like children, being frighted with formidable (hapes and 
appearances, but like men, apprehending the real confe- 
quences of things,) we ftould the more fear thefe fpiri- 
tual powers, becaufe they are infenfible : for that God 
hath commanded us to obey them, without affigning vi- 
fible forces to conftrain or chaftife, is a manifeft argument 
that he hath referved the vindication of their authority to 
his own hand, which therefore v^dll be infallibly certain, 
and terribly fevere ; fo the nature of the cafe requireth, 
and fo God hath declared it (hall be : the fentence that is Matt, xviii. 
upon earth pronounced by his minifters upon contuma-^*' 
cious offenders, he hath declared himfelf ready to ratify 
in heaven, and therefore moft affuredly will execute it. 
"As under the old law God appointed to the tranfgreffion 
of fome laws, upon which he laid fpecial ftrefs, the pu- 
nifhment of being cut off from his people; the execution 
of which punifhment he refer\'cd to himfelf, to be accom- 
plifhed in his ovvti way and time ; fo doth he now in like 
manner take upon him to maintain the caufe of his mini- 
fters, and to execute the judgments decreed by them ; 
and if fo, we may confider that it is a dreadful thing to Heb.jc. ai. 
fall into' the hands of the living God. Ecclefiaftical autho- 
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SERM. rity therefpre is not a fliadow, void of fubftance or force, 
LVIII. but hath the greateft power in the world to fupport and 
aflert it; it hath arms to maintain it moft effeftual and 
3 Cor. ». 4. forcible, (tliofe of which St. Paul faith ; The weapon^ of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, — ) it 
inflifteth chaftifements far more dreadful than any fecular 
power can inflict; for thefe only touch the body, thofe 
pierce the foul; thefe concern only our temporal ftate, 
thofe reach eternity itfelf ; thefe at moft yield a tranfitory 
finart, or kill the body, thofe produce endlefs torment, 
and (utterly as to all comfort in being) deftroy the foul. 
Spiritali The punifliment for extreme contumacy is called deli- 

perbret ^^V ^^ Satan; and is not this far worfe than to be put 
contuma- into the hands of any gaoler or hangman ? what are any 
tufj'dum " pords of hemp or fetters of iron in comparifon to thofe 
4e ecclefia bands, of which it is faid. Whatever ye bind on earthyjhall 
Cypr, Ep. be bound in heaven; which engage the foul in a guilt 
fii' never to be loofed, except by fore contrition and ferious 

repentance? what are any fcourges to St. Paul's rod, 
lafhing the heart and confcience with ftinging remorfe? 
what any axes or falchions to that fword of the fpirit, 
which cutteth off a member from the body of Chrift? 
what are any fagots and torches to that unquench- 
able fre and brimftone of the infernal lake ? what, in 
fine, doth any condemnation here fignify to that horrible 
curfe, which devoteth an incorrigible foul to the bottom- 
lefs pit ? 

It is therefore indeed a great advantage to this power 
that it is fpiritual. 

Q,, Another grand obftru<9ion to the praftice of this 
duty is, pretence to fcruple about the lawfulnefs, or diffa- 
tisfa£lion in the expedience of that which our governors 
prefcribe; that we are able to advance objections againft 
their decrees; that we can efpy inconveniences enfuing 
Crpr. Ep. ^^^ ^^^^ orders; that we imagine the conftitution may be 
50. ^2. (p. reformed, fo as to become more pure, more convenient and 
comely, more ferviceable to edification; that we cannot 
fancy that to be beft, which they enjoin : for removing this 
obftru6tion let me only propound fome queftions. 
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Were not any government appointed in vsun, if fiich SERM. 
pretences might exempt or excufe from conformity to its ^^^^^* 
orders ? can fuch ever be wanting ? Is there any thing de- <i»ix#/»wf iT- 
vilable, which may not be impugned by fome pl^^^^ble ^'^ * J^^*J"» 
reafon, which may not difguft a fqueamifh humour? Is fUxn. s^er, 
there any matter fo clearly innocent, the lawfulnefs where* ^J^-^"*^^* 
of a weak mind will not queAion; any thing fo firm and 
folid^ in which a fmall acutenefs of wit cannot pick a hole; 
any thing fo indifputably certain, that whoever afTefteth 
to cavil may not eafily devife fome objeflions againft it ? 

Is there any thing here that hath no inconveniences 
attending it ? are not in all human things conveniences 
and inconveniences fo mixed and complicated, that it is 
impoflible to difentangle and fever them ? can there be any 
conftitution under heaven fo abfolutely pure and perfeft, 
that no blemifli or defe£t fhall appear therein ? can any pro*^ 
vidence of man forefee, any care prevent, any induftry re- 
medy all inconveniences poffible ? Is a reformation fatis- 
fa&ory to all fancies any wife prafticable; and are they 
not fitter to live in the Platonic idea of a commonwealth 
than in any real fociety, who prefs for fuch an one ? To be 
facile and complaifant in other ckfes, bearing with things 
which do not pleafe us, is efteemed commendable, a courte- 
ous and humane practice: why fhould it not be much more 
reafonable to condefcend to our fuperiors, and comport with 
their praAice ? is it not very difcourteous to deny them the 
refpeft which we allow to others,- or to refiife that advan- 
tage to public tranfafikions- which we think fit to grant 
unto private converfation? 

To what purpofe did God inftitute a government, if 
the refolutions thereof muft be fufpended till every man is 
latisfied with them ; or if its ftate muft be altered fo often 
as any man can pick in it matter of offence or dHlike ; or 
if the proceedings thereof muft be ihaped according to the 
numberlefs varieties of different and repugnant fancies^ ? 

Pe/. iv. 1. 

Si ubi jttbeantur quaerere (ingylis liceat ; pereunce obfequio etiain iipperhim 
i&tcfcidit. Tae» i. p. 450. Oih* 
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SERM. Are, I pray, the obje&ions againft obedience lb clear 
X.VI11, and cogent, as are the commands which enjmn, and th^ 
" reafons which enforce it ? are the inconveniences adhering 

to it apparently fo grievous, as are the mifchiefs which 
fpring from difobedience ? do they in a juft balance coun- 
terpoife the difparagement of authority, the violation of 
order, the difturbance of peace, the obftruftion of edifica* 
tion, which difobedience produceth ? 

Do the fcruples (or reafons, if we will call them fo) 
which we propound, amount to fuch a ftrength and evi^- 
dence, as to outweigh the judgment of thofe whom God 
hath authorized by his commiffion, whom he doth enable 
by his grace, to inftru£l and guide us « ? May not thofe, 
whofe office it is to judge of fuch things, whofe bufi- 
nefs it is to ftudy for (kill in order to that purpofe, who 
have moft experience in thofe affairs fpecially belonging 
to them, be reafonably deemed moft able to judge both 
for themfelves and us what is lawful, and. what exr 
pedient? have they not eyes to fee what we do, and 
hearts to judge concerning the force of our pretences,. as 
*well as we ? 
Qui fidci ; Is it not a dcfigu of their office to refolve our doubts 
^rafumus ^"^ ^^^^ ^^^ fcruplcs in fuch cafes, that we may z& 
Cypr, Ep, fecurely and quietly, being diretled by better ju^ments 
^^' than our own ? Are they not ftri£lly obliged in eon£:lence> 

^are they not deeply engaged by intereft, to govern us in 
the beft manner ? Is it therefore wifdom, is it modefty, ^^ 
it juftice for us to advance our private conceits > againft 
their moft deliberate public r^folutions ? may we hot in fo 
doing miftake ? may we not be blind or weaJi^, .(^^ot to fay 
fond, or proud, or perverfe?) and fliall thofe defers or de^ 
faults of ours evacuate fo many commands of God, and 
render his ib noble, fo needful an ordinance quite iur 
Significant? 

Do we efpecially feem to be in eameft, or appear.otheiv 



^ Dixifti fane icruplum tibi effe toUendum de animo, in quern incidifti ; 
^locidifti fed tua creduUtate irreligiofa, jkc, Cypr, Bp, 69. (ad Florent.) vid. op- 
time ct appotlic dc hac re diflcrentem. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Of Obedience U ourjpiriiual Guides and Governors. 143 

wife than lUufively to palliate our naughty affedions and SERM.. 
finifter reipe&s, when we ground the juftification of our ^Vl^i« 
nonconformity upon dark fubtilties and intricate quirks; 
which it is hard to conceive that we underfiand ourfelves^ 
and whereof very perfpicacious men cannot apprehend the 
force ? Do we think we (hall be innocent men, becaufe we 
are fmart fophifters ? or that God will excufe from our 
duty, becaufe we can perplex men with our difcourfes ? or 
that we are bound to do nothing, becaufe we are able to 
iky fomewhat againft all things ? 

Would we not do well to confider what huge danger 
they incur, and how mafly a load of guilt they muft un- 
dergo, upon whom {hall be charged all thofe fad difordefs 
and horrid mifdiiefis which are naturally confequent on 
difobedience ? What if confufion of things, if corruption of 
mamiers, if oppreiSon of truth, if ^Ablution of the Church 
do thence enliie; what a cafe then fhall we be in, who con- 
fer fo much thereto ? Would not fuch confiderations be apt 
to beget fcruples far more difquieting an honeft and truly 
confcientiotis. mind, di^n any fuch either profound, fubr 
tilties or fup^rficial plaufibilities can do, which di^enters 
are wont to allege? Forneedeth he not to have extreme 
reafon (realbn extreinely ftrong and evident) who dareth 
to refufe that €A>edience which God fo plainly command- 
eth; by which his own authority is maintained; on which 
the fafety, profperity, and peace of the Church dependeth j 
in wiiicb the fuf^>oit of religion, and the welfare of num- 
berlc^ fouls is deeply concerned ? 

Did, let trie farther aik, the Apolties, when they fettled 
orders in the church, when they imprfed what they con- 
ic^ved needful for edification and decency, when they. 
ihfii£ted fpirittlial chsftifements upon diforderly walkere, 
regapd fuch pireteiices? or had thofe felf^conceited, and 
felf-willed people {who' obeyed not their words, but /^^^^a Tim. iv. 
and reje&ed 'them) no- fuch pretences ? had they nothing, j rj--,^^ j^ 

thiiik we, to fay for themfelves, nothing to objeft againft ao^ 

the apofiolic orders and proceedings? They had furely ; u, e. 
they lailed' not to find faults in: the eftablifhment, and to .; :> . . 
pretend a kind of tender confeience for their difobedience i 
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5ERM. yet this hindered not^ but that the ApofUes coodemned 
^vJ"' their mifbehaviour and inflided fevene . Goafurefi upon 
them? 

Did not alfo the primitive biihops (and alt ipiritual 
governors down from the beginning every where ahnoft 
to thefe days of contention and diforder) proceed in the 
fame courfe; not fearing to ena& fuch laws concemiiig 
indifferent matters and circumftances of religion^ as feejned 
to them conducible to the good of the Church ? . Did not 
all good people readily comply with their orders^ how 
painful foever^ or diiagreeable to ilefh and bloody without 
conteft or fcruple ? yet had not they as muchiwk^ and no 
lefs confcience than ourfelves ? They who bad wifdom 
enough to defcry the truth of diir religion throt^ all the 
clouds of obloquy and difgrace,. which it lay undfiar ; who 
had zeal and conftancy to bear the hairdeft brunts of perfe^ 
cution againft it ; were they fuch fooU as to fee no faulty 
fo ftupid as to refent nothings or.fo loofe as.to comedy 
with any thing ? No furely; they were in truth fo wife as 
to know their duty, and fo honeft as to ob&r^e it- . .. 

If thefe confideratkms will not i^ttsfy, I haveidonej 
and proceed to the next point of ovur duty, to which the 
precept in our text -may extend, concerning the- dofbjne 
of our guides : in which/ cefped it may be coBceived to 
imply the following particiilars to be performed by •U9> as 
inftances, or parts, or degrees lliereof. 

I. We fhould readily and gladly addrefs oucfelv<ei t^ 

hear them; not out of profane and wilful. contempt: or 

flothful negligence cleclining to attend upon their itiflruc- 

tions : there were of old thofe, of whom the Prophets 

Neb. iz. 39. complain, who would not fo much aa hearicen to the words 

S^Txv'ia' of thofe whom God fent unto them ; but flopped their 

ixri. 4. ears, withdrew the Jhoulder^ and hardened the necky €mi 

▼i. 'i 0. ' would riot hear : there were thole in the evangelical, timb^f 

Aasxiu* ^jjQ ^j iiTaodav rov kiyoVy thrti/i away the ward <>f CM^ 

ui\x.x.iA. judging thernfelves unworthy of eternulUfe ; whoM/wHn^t 

admit or hear the word of life^ and overtures ofi^ace:pio<- 

Luke viu. pounded by the Apoftles : there were Gadaienes, who; her 

feeched our Lord himieif to depart from their ooiafts : thisre 
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have always been deaf adders^ who Jiop their ears to the SERM. 

voice of the charmer y charm heneverfo wifely ; no wonder *^^^"« 

then if now there be thofe who will not fo much as al- Pfal. iviii. 

low a hearing to the mongers of God, and the guides *' *' 

of their foul : .fome oiit of a fa6iiou^ prejudice againft 

their office, or their perfonS) or their tvay, do fhun them, 

giving themfelves over to the cbnduA of feducers ; fome 

out of a pro&ne n^e6i: of all religion, out of being 

wholly pofleiTed with worldly cares and defires, out of 

ftupidky and floth, (indifpofing them to mind any thing 

tbal» is ferious,) will not afford them any regard : all thefe 

are extremely blameable, offenfive to God, and injurious 

to themfelves. It is a heinous afiront to God (implying 

an hofiile difpofition toward him, an unwillingnefs to have 

any correfpondence with him) to refiife fo much as au- 

di^iee to his ambafiadors} it is an interpretative repulf- 

ang him: fo of old he expreffed it; /, faith he, ^ai^ jer.vH. 13. 

unla'.yoUy rifing early and fpeaking, but ye heard not; 

I coiled you, but ye- anfwered not: (o under the Gof-Lukex. 16. 

pel; He, faith our Lord, that heareth you heareth me; 

wnd tte that defpifeth (or regardeth not) you defpifeth 

^mef'and. We are ainiajfadors of Chri/i, as though God aCor. v. ao. 

did befeech you by us ; we pray you in Chrift*s Jiead, be 

reconciled to God. It is a ftarving our fouls, depriving 

tbem of that food which God hath provided for them ; 

it iia keeping our&lves at drftance from any means or 

poffibility of beiiig well informed and <juickened to the 

practice of our duty, of being reclaimed from our errors 

axid £n's ; it is the way io become hardened in impiety, or 

-finking into a re|nrobate fenfel This is the firft ftep to obe- 

tfience ; for hoiv can we believe, except we hear P this is 

tteat which SL James ufgeth. Let every man be quick fo jam. 1. 19. 

hear; and which St. fteter thus enjolneth, Like new-born ^ pe^. u. a. 

jbabes, defire ihejmcere milk of the word, that we may grow 

thereby: we' ibould -efpecially be quick aiid ready to hear 

thofe .^hom* God hiath authorized and appointed to 

ipeak I we ihould de^e to Jiick the milk of the word from 

•tlidfe;wiho are our ^ritual parents and nurfes. 

' a. We ftould hear tl^m with ferious, eambft attention 

VOL. III. L 
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SERM. and confideration; (o that we may well underftand^ may 
LVm. be able to weigh, may retain in memory, and may be- 
come duly afie£ted with their difcourfes ; we miift . not 
hear them drowfily and flightly, as if we were nothing 
concerned, or were hearing an impertinent tale; their 
word fhotild not pafs through the ears, and flip away 
without efkSt ; but fink into the underftanding, into the 

Matt, itiii. memory, into the heart ; like the good feed falling into a 
depth of earthy able to afford it root and nourifhmentj 
therefore we muft attend diligently thereto : %9fvrvwif»s 

Heb. ii. 1. ovv Sf 7 mpwixjov, we Jhould therefore give more abundant 
heed, as the Apoftle faith, to the things we hear^ left at 
any time we Jhould let themJUp. This duty the nature 

1 Thcff. ii. and importance of their word reqiureth i it is the word 
not of men, but, in truth, the word of the great God, (his 
word as proceeding from him, as declaring his mind and 
will, as tendering his overtures of grace and mercy,) 
which as fuch challengeth great regard and awe ; it m- 
formeth us of our chief duties, it furthereth .our main in- 
terefts, it guideth us into, it urgeth us forward in the 

Jam. i. 31. way to eternal happinefs ; it is the word that is able to 
fave our fouls, to render us unfe unto falvation ; it therer 
fore claimeth and deferveth firom us moft eameft ,at* 
tention ; it is a great indignity and folly not to yield it. 

3. We fhould to their inflrudions bring good difpofi^ 
tions of mind, fuch as may render them moft effectual 
and fruitful to us; fuch as are right intention, candour, 
docility, meeknefs. 

We fliould not be induced to hear them out of curio- 
fity, (as having itching ears,) being defirous to hear fome 
new things, tome fine notions, (bme taking difcourfe; 
fomewhat to £Emcy or talk pkafantly about, (as the 

•Aas xvit. Athenians heard St. Paul;) not out oJPcenforioufnefs, or in- 

^^* clination to criticize and find feiult, (as the Pharilees heard 

Luke xi.M. our Saviour, laying wait for him, and feeking to catch 

fomething out of his mouth, that they might aceujk him;) 

not out of defign ta gratify our paffions in hearing them, 

to reprove other perfons, or for any fuch corrupt and fi'* 

inifter intention; but altogether out of pure defign that 
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we may be improved in knowledge^ and excited to the SERM. 
praftice of our duty. lyiU. 

We (hould not come to hear them with minds imbued 
with ill prejudices and partial aflfedions^ which may ob- 
ftruft the virtue and efficacy of their difcourfe, or may 
hinder us from judging fairly and truly about what they 
fey ; but with fuch freedom and ingenuity as may dif- 
pofe us readily to yield unto and acquiefce in any profit- 
able truth declared by them ; like the generous Bereans^ 
who received the word luaxa vounis wpo^u/t/af, with all ala- A€tg xvii, 
crityand readinefs of mind, fearching the Scriptures daily f^^' 
whether thefe things werefo ; »s otfuyirf^a figifij, like in- 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
funis newly bomy that come to the dug without any 
other inclination than to fuck what is needful for their 
fuilenance. 

We ihould be docile and tractable, willing and apt to 
leam^ (baking off all thofe indifpofitions of foul (all dul* 
nefs and fluggiflinefs^ all peevifhnefs and perverfenefs^ all 
pride and felf-conceitednefs, all corrupt affection and in* 
dulgence to our conceits, our humours, our paifions, our 
lufts and inordinate defires) which may ob(lru£k our un- 
derftanding of the word, our yielding aiTent to it, our 
receiving impreflion from it : there were thofe, concern- 
ing whom the Apoftle fdd, that he could not proceed in 
his difcourfe, becaufe they were'*yfio3poi t«7j ixoal$f dull o^Hcb.v.ii. 
hearing, (or fluggifh in hearing,) who were indifpofed to 2.) 
hear, and uncapable to underftand, becaufe they would 
not be at the pains to roufe up their fancies, and fix their 
minds upon a ferious confideration of things : there were 
thofe, who had afpirit ofjlumber, eyes not to fee, and ears ifk. xxix. 
not to hear; who did hear with the ear, but not t'wde''* Rom. xi. s. 
Jiand*, feeing didjheybut not perceive; for their heart had^^^ ^' 9.. 
waxed grofs, their ears were dull of hearing, and their <i^, "^"' 
eyes were clofed ; foch indocile perfons there always have^®^"* *"• 
been, who, being ftiipified and perverted by corrupt affec- 
tions, became uncapable of bettering from good inftrucr 
tioh : all fuch we ihould ftriive to free ourfelves from, 
that wemay^ perform this duty to our guides, and mJam. i.si. 
meeknefs receive the engrafted word. 

1. a 
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feERM. - Thefe pra<aice« (of hearing, of attending, of coming 
LVni. well difpofed to inftru6lion) are at leaft fteps and degrees 
,heoeffarily. prereqirifite to the obedience prefcribed; and 
farther to prcft them all together upon us, we may con* 
^der, that it is ftri6Uy incumbent on them (under danger 
1 Cor. ix. of heavy puniihment and tvoe) willingly, eameftly, with 
aCor. v.i4.all diligence and patience^ to labour in teaching and ad- 
^^^'•X:^' monifhing us; thiey muA give attendance y ssxA take heed 
1 Tim. V. unto their doBrine, that it may be found and profitable ; 
1 Tfm. iv. t^y ^^y^ preach the wordy and beinfiant upon it injeajony 
13. 16. pill offeafon^ (that is, not only taking, but feeking and 
Obh i. 26. fnatching all occafions to do it,) reproving, rebukingy ex- 
horting with all longfuffering and doBrine ; they mufi 
warn every many, and teach every man in all wifdom, that 
they may prefent every man perfeB in Chri/i Jejiis : as 
they are obliged in fuch manner to do thefe things, fo 
there muft be correfpondent duties lying upon us, to re*- 
ceive their doArine readily, carefully, patiently, fincerely, 
and fsdrly : as they muft be faithful difpenfers of God's 
1 Cor. iv. 2. heavenly truth and holy myfteries, fo we muft he ob- 
fequious entertainers of them: impofing fuch commands 
on them doth imply reciprocal obligations in their hearers 
and fcholars ; otherwife their office would be vain, and their 
endeavours fruitlefs ; God no lefs would be fruftrated in 
liis defign, tlmri we (hould be lieprived of the advantages 
of their inftitution. 

But farther, it is .a more immediate ingrecBent of this 
duty^ that 

4. We ihould effcAually be enlightened by their doc- 
trine, be convinced by their arguments perfuading truth 
and duty, be moved by their admonitions and exhortar 
tions to good practice ; we ftiould open our eyes to the 
light which they ftied forth upon > us, we fhould fur- 
render, our judgment to the proofs which they allege, 
we ihould yield our hearts and affe^ibns pliable to their 
-mollifying and virarniing dilcourfes:. it.is their p*rt to 
Jubdue our minds to tiie obedience offaithy and to fubjeft 
our wiUs tfo the obfervarice <of God's coranmndm^nts, 
3 Cor.>. 5. {cajling down imdginditiom^ i^d fvery high thing thai 
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exalteih itfdf againji the knowledge of God, and bringing SERM. 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Chri/i;) it LVIII. 
muil therefore anfwerably be our duty not to refift, not * 

to hold out, not to perfift obftinate in our errors or pre- 
judices ; to fubxnit our minds to the power of truth, being 
willingly and gladly conquered by it ; it muft be our duty 
to fubjugate our wilis^ to bend our inclinations, to form 
ourafFedions to a free compliance of heart with the duties 
urged upon lis ; we (hould not be like thofe difciples, of 
whom our Lord <^omplaiQeth thus ; O fools, and flow ofLnkt xxtv. 
heart to believe all that the prophets havefpoken : nor like ^*' 
the Jews, with whom St. Stephen thus expoftulate's ; YeA&svn.si, 
Jiijffnecked and nncircumcifed in heart and ears, ye doal^l^^^l'^,' 
ways refift the Holy Ghoji. They (hould fpeak with power 
and efficaeyj we therefore (hould not by our indifpofr- 
tions (by obftinacy of conceit or hardnefe. of< heart) ol> . 
ftruft their endeavours : they (hould be co-workers of your 2 Cor. i. 24. 
joy, (that is, working in us that faith atid thofe virtues, ^ °'' *"' ** 
which arel produSive of true joy and comfort to us 5) we 
therefore (hould co- work with them toward the fattie end : 
they (hould edify us in knowledge and holinefs; we (hould 
therefore yield ourfidves to be fa(hioned and polidied by 
them. 

5. We (hould, in fine, obey their doArine by conform- 
ing our praftice thereto; this our Lord prefcribed in regard 
even to the Jewifh guides anddoAors; The Scribes ^7/dMatt/xxm. 
Pharifeesft in^Mofes'sfeat ; all therefore whatfoever they^*^' 
bid you obferve^ that obferve and do : the fame we may well 
conceive that he requireth in refpeft to his own minifters, • •: ' 
the teachers of a. better law, authorized to direA us by 
his own commiflfion, and thereto more specially qualified 
by his grace : this is indeed the crown and completion df 
ail; to hear figmfieth. nothing; to be convinced in our 
mind, and to be aflreSed in our heart, will but aggravate 
our guilt, if we hegleft. prafidce : every Ifermoii we' hear, 
thatiheweth us ®ur duty, will in efkSt be an enditement 
'upon .us, will groiind a fentence of condemnation, if we 
tranfgrefe it: for, as /Ae earth which drinketk in the ramHeb. vi. 7, 
\ihat Cometh oft upon it, and btingetk forth k^bs fAeetfor^' ^' ^^' 
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SERM. them by whom U is drejfedj receiveih bleffing Jrom God^fo 

LVIII. that wluch beareth thorns and briers is rejeSed, and is nigh 

Rom.ii.i3.'*^^^^ ^^Xfi^gi <wi^ i^^ ^d is to be burned: and. Not the 

hearers of the law are jvft with Godj but the doers of the 

lawjhall bejuftified. And it is a good advice, that of St. 

Jam. i. 33. James ; Be ye doers of the wordy and not hearers only, de^ 

ceiving your ownfelves; it is, he intimatetb, a fidlacy fome 

are apt to put upon themfelves, to conceit they have done 

fufficiently when they have lent an ear to the word ; this 

is the leaft part to be done in regard to it, pra£Uce is all 

in all $ what is it to be (hewed the way, and to know it 

exactly, if we do not walk m it, if we do not by it arrive 

to our journey's end, the falvation of our fouls ? To have 

waited upon our Lord himfelf, and hung upon his dif- 

couxfe, was not available; for when in the day of ac- 

Lukeziti. count fome (hall be^n to allege, fVe have eaten and 

«e> 27. drunk before thee, and thou haft taught*in ourjlreets; our 

Lord will fay 9 1 know you not, whence are ye; depart from 

me, all ye workers of iniquity. And it is our Lord's de- 

M»tt.vu. claration in the cafe, JVhofoever heareth thefe fayings of 

mine^ and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wife man, 

(Johnziy. which built his houfe upon a rock ;'^but every one that 

***^ heareth thefe fayings of mine, and doeth them notjjhall 

be likened unto a foolifh man, which built his houfe upon 

thefand. 

MtrkTi.3o. Many are very eameft to hear, they hear gladly, as 

Matt. xm. Herod did St. John Baptift's homilies ; they receive the 

^^' word with joy, as the temporary believers in the parable 

If. iviii. 3. did ; they do, as thofe men did in the Prophet, delight 

to know God's ways, do afhof God the ordinances ofjufiice, 

do take delight in approaching God; or as thofe in an- 

Ezek. other Prophet, whojpeak one to another, every one to his 

o"a3.^^* ^^^^^9 foyi^gf Come, I pray you, and hear- what is the 

word that cometh forth from the Lord : and they come unto 

thee as the people cometh, and they fit before thee as my 

people, and they hear thy words, but will not do them; 

for with their mouth they Jhew much love, but their heart 

goeth after their covetoufnefs : and, lo, thou art to them as 

a very lovely fong of one that hath a pleafmt voice, and 
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can play well on an in/lrument ; for they hear thy words, SERM. 
hut they do them not : they for a time rejoice in the light ^^^^^- 
of God's meflengers^ as thofe Jews did in the light of that John v. as. 
burning and fining lamp, St. John the Baptift; but all 
comes to nothing 5 but they are backward and carelefs to 
perform, at leaft more than they pleafe themfelves, or 
what fuiteth to their fancy, their humour, their appetite, 
then: intereft: many hearers will believe only what they 
^e, or what fuiteth to their prejudices and paffions; 
many of what they believe will praAife that only which 
forteth with their temper, or will ferve their defigns; 
they cannot conform to unpleafant and unprofitable doc- 
trines: fometimes care choketh the word; fometimes 
temptation of pleafure, of profit, of honour allureth; 
fometimes difficulties, hazards, perfecutions, difcourage 
from obedience to it. 

Thde particulars are obvious, and by mod will be con- 
fented to : there is one point which perhaps will more 
hardly be admitted, which therefore I (hall more largely 
infift upon ; it is this : 

6. That as in all cafes it is our duty to defer much 
regard to the opinion of our guides, fo in fome cafes it 
behoveth us to rely barely upon their judgment and ad- 
vice ; thofe efpecially among them who excel in dignity 
and worth, who are approved for wifdom and integrity ; 
their definitions, or the declarations of their opinion, (ef- 
pecially fuch as are exhibited upon mature deliberation 
and debate, in a folemn manner,) are ever very probable 
arguments of truth and expediency; they are commonly 
the beft arguments which can be had in fome matters, 
efpeeially to the meaner and fimpler fort of people. This 
upon many accounts wiH appear reafonable. 

It is evident to experience, that every man is not ca- 
pable to judge, or able to guide himfelf in matters of 
this nature, (concerning divine truth and confcience.) 
There are cAiZefr^n in under/landing ; there are men weak ^m.xiw. 
in faith, (or knowledge concerning the faith ;) there are ii.*7iV.**^ 
idiots, jExoxoi, (men not bad, hut fmple,) perfons occupying 1 Cor. xir. 
the room of th6 unlearned, unjkilful in the word of Tighte*\^\l%y 
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SERM. ovfnefsy who^ as the Apoftle faith; need that one Jhould 
^^^^^' teach them which be the firfi principles of the oracles of 
Hcb.v. 12. God. 

Vuigonon The vuIgar fort of men are as undifbemitig and inju- 

ion Veritas, ^c^^]^* in all thipgs, fo peculiarly in matters of thisna- 

Tac. ture, fo much abftrafted from common f«ife a^d expc^- 

^'^Tm. rience; whence we fee tbem eafily feducfed into the 

^nt. fondeft conceits andwildeft courfes by any flender ieurti- 

Eph. iv. 14. fice or fair pretence; like children j t<iffed to andfro^and 

carried about with every wind of doBrine^ bk/ the Jhight 

ofmeUy and cunning ctqftinefs, whereby they .lie imwait io 

deceive. 

There are alfo fome particular, cafes, a competent m- 
formation and fkill in which muft depend upon improve- 
ments of mind acquired by more than ordinary ftudy 
and experience; fo that in them xnoR: people do want 
fufficient means of attaining knowledge reqmfite to guide 
their judgment or .their pra6lice : and for l\ich peiions in 
fuch cafes it is plainly the beft, the wifcft,'and th^ fafdft 
way, to rely upon the direftion of their gmdes, ^flenting 
to what they declare, a6ling what they prefcribe^ going 
whither they pondu^ ^. 

The very notion. of guide^,_and-the.'defigo' of their 
office, doth import a difference of knowledge^and a need 
of reliance upon them in fuch c^fea; it fignifiedi, that^iwe 
are in fome n^eafure ignorant of the way, and that they 
better, know it ; and if fo, plain reafon difltatcth it fit that 
we fhould follow them: and indeed what need were there 
of guides, to what purpofe ftiould we have tbem, if we 
can fufficiently ken the way, iand judge what we Ihoiild 
do, without them ? 

In the ftate pf learning, (in which the affigning us 
teachers fuppofetb us placed,) whatever our capacity may 
be, yet our judgment at lead (foi* want of a full compre- 
henfion of things, which muft be difcovered in order and 

^ *AXX* tt^ins trc^Mf fiiKrta* yvett rat lavritfy iifitts Ivii^ftu ri;^««Ti^|» « 

#«» Kintf avalltifrtf. Nax, Or, 1 . 
— — £de caltdosy et virtate robuaus, &c. Cj^. Sp. aa. dg Imohb*. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Of Obedience to ourfpiritual Guides and Governors. 153 

by degrees) is imperfe6l: in that ftate therefore it be- SERM. 
Cometh us not to pretend exercife of judgment, but rather ^^ *^*' 
eafily to yield aflent to what our teachers, who fee far- 
ther into the thing, do affertj The learner ^ as Seneca Hegi debet, 
iaith, is hound to be ruledy while he heginnelh to be able ^Ofe^^flb^Jc- 
rule himfelf. gcrc. Sen. 

du fioLv^ivovTu Tfirffusv^ A learner Jhould in fome mea- 
fare be creduUms ; otherwife, as he will often fail in his 
judgment, fo he will make little progrefs in learning; 
for if he will admit nothing on his mailer's word, 
if he will queftion all things^ if he will continually be 
doubting and difputing, or contradicting and oppofing 
his teacher, how can inftru6lion proceed ? He that pre- 
fently will be his own mafter is a bad fcholar, and will 
be a worfe mafter. He that will fly before he is fledged, 
no wonder if he tumble down. 

There are divers obvious and very confiderable cafes 
in which perfons moft contemptuous of authority, and 
refiraftory to Ward their guides, are conftrained to rely . _ 
upon the judgn^nt of others, and are contentedtodd it, 
their ccmfcience (hewing them unable to judge for theni- 
feWes V in admitting the Bterd fenfe of Scripture, accord- 
ing to translations; in: the interpretation of difficult places, 
depending^ upon the (kill of languages, grammar, and cri- 
itidfm, iiponthe; knowledge of human arts and fciences^ 
upon hiftories and ancient cuftoins : in iuch cafes, all illi- 
terate perfons '(however otherwi(b diffident and difregafrd- 
iftd of authority) are forced- to fee with the eyes of other 
men, tofiabiiiit their judgment to the (kill and fidelity of 
thw learned guides, taking the very principles and foutt- 
datiom of their religion upon truft : and why then confo- 
nantly may they not do it in other cafes; efpecially in 
the refolution of difficult, fublime, obfcure, and fubtile 
points, the comprehenlion whereof tran(cendeth their 
capacity ? ^ 
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SERMON LIX. 



OF OBEDIENCE TO OUR SPIRITUAL GUIDES 
AND GOVERNORS. 



Heb. xiii. 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you. 

SERM. But farther, 

^ The more to engage and incline us to the performing 

this part of our duty, (the regarding, prizing, confiding 
in the judgment of our guides,) we may confider the 
great advantages, both natural and fupematural, which 
they have to qualify them in order to fuch purpofes. 

I, They may reafonably be prefumed more intelligent 
and (kilful in divine matters than others ; for as they have 
the fame natural capacities and endowments with others, 
(or rather commoidy fbmewhat better than others, as 
being defigned and feledied to this fort of employmeht,) 
fo their natural abilities are by all poflible means im- 
proved: it is their trade and faculty, unto which their 
education is dire£ted ; in acquiring ability toward which 
they fpend their time, their care, their pains ; in which 

Heb. V. 14. they are continually verfed and exercifed, {havings as the 
Apoftle fpeaketh, ly reqfon ofufe th^fenfes exercifed to 
difcem loth good and evil;) for which alfo they employ 
their fupplications and devotions to God. 

Many fpecial advantages they hence procure, needful 
or very conducible to a more perfe6k knowledge of fuch 
matters, and to fecurity from errors; fuch as are con- 
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verfing with ftudies, which enlarge a man's mind, and SERM. 
improre his judgment; a (kill of difquifition about things ; ^X, 
of fifting and canvaffing points coming under debate ; of """""~~" 
weighing the force of arguments, and diilinguifhing the 
colours of things ; the knowledge of languages, in which 
the divine oracles are expreiled ; of fciences, of hiftories, 
of practices ferving to the difcovery and illufbation of 
the truth ; exercife in meditation, reading, writing, fpeak- 
ing, difputing, and conference, whereby the mind is greatly 
enlightened, and the reafon ftrengthened; acquaintance 
with variety of learned authors, who with great diligence 
have expounded the holy Scriptures, and with mod ac- 
curacy difcufled points of do6krine; efpecially with an- 
cient writers, who, living near the apoftolical times and 
being immediately (or within few degrees mediately) 
their difciples, may juftly be fuppofed moft helpful to- 
ward informing us what was their genuine do£bine, what 
the true fenfe of their writings : by fuch means as in 
other faculties, fo in this of theology, a competent (kill 
may be obtained ; there is no other ordinary or probable 
way ; and no extraordinary way can be trufted, now that 
men appear not to grow learned or wife by fpecial inipi- 
ration or miracle; after that all pretences to fuch by-ways 
have been dete£ted of impofture, and do imell too rank of 
hypocrify.. 

Since then our guides are fo advantageoufly qualified 
to dire£i us, it is in matters difficult and doubtful (the 
which require good meafure of (kill and judgment to de- 
termine about them) moft reafonable that we fhould rely 
upon their authority, preferring it in fuch cafes to our 
private difcretion; taking it for more probable that 
they (hould comprehend the truth than we (unaffifted 
by them, and judging merely by our own glimmering 
light) can do; deeming it good odds on the fide of their 
doftrine againft our opinion or conjecture. 

They have alfo another peculiar advantage toward 
judging fincerely of things, by their greater retirement 
from the world and difengagement from fecular interefts ; 
the which ordinarily do deprave the underftandings and 
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SERM. pervert the judgments of men, difpofing tbem to accom- 
LIX. modate their conceits to the maxims of worldly policy, 

2 Tim, ii. 4. ^^ *° ^^^ vulgar apprehenfions of men, many of which 
are falfe* and bafe : by fuch abftraAion of mind from 
worldly afiairs, together with faftening their meditation 
on the beft things (which their calling neceflarily doth 
put them upon) more than is ufual to other men, they 
commonly get principles and habits of fimplicity and in- 
tegrity, which qualify men both to difcem truth better, 
and more faithfully to declare it. 

Seeing then in every faculty the advice of the fldlful 
is to be regarded,, and is ufually relied upon 3 and in 
other affairs of greateft importance we fcniple not to pro- 
ceed fo} feeing we commit our Kfe and health (which are 
moft precious to us) to the phyfician> obferving his pre- 
foriptions commonly without any reafon, fome times 
againft our own lenfe ; we intruft our eftate, which is fo 
dear, with the lawyer, not contefting his advice; we put 
our go6ds and fafety into the hands of a pilot, fleeping 
fecurely whilft he fteereth us as he thinketh fit; feeing 
in many fuch occafions of common life we advifedly do re- 
nounce or wave our own opinions, abfolutely yielding to 
the direfifcion of others^ taking their authority for a better 
argument or ground of a&ion than any which our con- 
ceit or a bare confideration of the matter can fuggeft to 
us; admitting this maxim for good, that it is a more ad- 
vifable and fafe courfe in matters of cdnfequence to fol- 
low the judgment of wifer men than to adhere to our 
own apprehenfions*: feeing it is not wifdom (as every 
man thinks) in a doubtful cafe to aft upon difadvantage, 
or to venture upon odds againft himfelf, and it is plainly 
doing thus to aft upon our own opinion againft the judg- 
ment of thofe who are more improved in: the way, or 
' better ftudied in the' point than ourfelves 5 feeing in other 



*■ "Ov »p hynftirrat irc^i rk svfA(pi^ovTa \auro7s ^(ovtfiMT$^9v letvrHv t7f»t, *r»u€^ 
a^(a>^9i v^'tfitiUus 9rtiB-avreti, Xe/t. Pad, 1 . 

/llXTMn Arf/lonymus apud Stoi» torn* lutLtt, 9, 
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cafes thefe are the common approved apprebenfions and SERM. 
pradices; and.feeing in this cafe there is plainly the fame LIX. 
reafon, for that there ar^ difficulties and intricacies in this """"'"■^ 
nolefs than in other. facuhies, which need good (kill to 
refolve them; for that in thefe matters we may eafily 
flip, and by error may incur huge danger and damage 3 
why then fhould we not here, take the feme courfe, fol- 
lowing (when no other clearer, light, or prevalent reafon 
occurreth) the conduA and advice of our more (kilful 
guides ? eljpecially coniidering, that, befide ordinaiy, na- 
tural, and acquired advantages, they have other fuper- 
natural both obligations to the well difcharging this 
duty, and affiftances toward it : For, 

3. We may confider, that they are by God appointed 
and empowered to inftruft and guide us : it is their fpecial 
office, not aflumed by themfelves, or conftituted by hu- 
man prudence, but ordained and fettled by divine wifdom 
for our edification in knowledge, and direftion in prac- 
tice^: they are God's meffengers, purpofely fent by him, 
feleded sutdfeparated by his inftinO: for this work : they Rom. x. 15. 
are by him giv^n for the perfeSiing of the faint s^ and edi- ^? ^»»« 2. 
fying the hody of Chri/i : it is by God's, warrant, and in la. 
his name that they fpeak ; which giveth efpecial weight to l^^^' *"' 
their words, and no mean grpund of affurance to us in re- 1 Tim. 1. 
lying: upon them: for who is more likely to know God's Tlt/if'a!' 
mind and will,, who may ,be prefumed more faithful in ^ "^^^ *>• 
declaring them> than God's own officers and agents? 
thofe wbofe great duty, whofe main concernment it is to 
fpeak not. their own fenfe, but the word of God ? They 
are God's mputh, by "whom alone ordinarily he exprefleth 
his mind and pleafure^ by whom he entreateth us to be^Cour, 
ftconciled ip heart and praftice to him : what they fay ^^' 
therefore is to be^ received as God's word, except plain 
reafon upon due examination do forbid. 

If they by office are teachers, or. matters in do6lrine, 
then we anfwerably muft in obligation be,<Mjiple3, which 



•* Jer. iii. 15. I wiirgive you paftors according' to mine heart, which (hall 
feed yoii w|tb' knowledge and underftanding. C^jf>r» E^» by. 
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SERM. implies admitting their do£krine and proficiency in know- 

^^^* ledge thereby: if they are appointed (hepherds, then muft 

we be their (heep, to be led and fed by them ; if they 

are God's meflengers, we muft yield fome credence, and 

embrace the meffage uttered by them ; fo the Prophet 

Mai. ii. T' telleth us : The prieJVs lips Jhould keep knowledge j and 

they Jhould feek the law at his mouthy for he is the mef 

fenger of the Lord of hqfts : fo the Law of old enjoined ; 

X>cat, xvii. "^According to the fentence of the law which they Jhall 

*^' teach theCf and according to the judgment which they Jhall 

tell ihecy thoujhalt do ; thoujhalt not decline from thefen* 

tence which they Jhall Jhew thecy to the right hand nor to 

the left : fo our Lord alfo, in regard to the Scribes and 

Matt, xxiii. Pharifees, faith. The Scribes and Pharifees Jit in Mofes*s 

^»®' chair: all therefore whatfoever they bid you otfervcj thai 

obferve and do; upon accoimt of their office, whatever 

(Ezek. they direft to (not repugnant to the divine law) was to 

xxxiv. 16.) \yQ obferved by the people; and furely in doubtful cafes, 

when upon competent inquiry no clear light offereth itfelf, 

it cantiot be very dangerous to follow their guidance 

whom God hath appointed and authorized to lead us ; if 

we err doing fo, we err wifely in the way of our duty, 

and fo no great blame will attend our error. 

3. We may confider that our guides as fuch have fpe- 
cial affiftance from God 5 to every vocation God's aid is 
congruoufly afforded; but to this (the principal of all 
others, the moft, important, moft nearly related to God, 
and moft peculiarly tending to his fervice) it is in a (pe- 
cial manner moft aftiiredly and plentifully imparted. 
iPct. iv. They are Jiewards of God's various grace; and they 
^^' ' who difpenfe grace to others cannot want it themfelves : 

1 Cor. iii. 9. they are cooperators with Gody and God confequently 

doth cooperate with them; it is God who doth ix«vo3v, 

2 Cor. iii. 5. render themfufficient to be minifters of the New Teftament} 
rpitViv.u',^^ they minifter of the ability which Godfupplieth; every 
X Cor. XV. fpiritual labourer is obliged to fay with St. Paul, By the 

grace of God I am what I am — I have laboured, yet not Ii 
but the grace of God, which was with me. 
Eph.iv.n, God's having given th&m, as Sr* Paul faith, to. the 
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Church, doth imply that God hath endowed them with SERM. 
fpecial ability, and furthereth them (in their confcionable UX. 
difchai^ of their miniftry) with aid requifite to the de- ^ q^^ ^^ 
figns oi perfecting the faints^ and edifying the body in^^ 
knowledge, in virtue, in piety. 

As the Holy Ghoft doth conftitute them in their charge, 
(according to that of St. Paul in the A&s> Take heedAaMix.99. 
unto yourfelves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy 
Ghoft hcUh made you over/eers,) fo queftionlefs he doth 
enable and affift them in adminiftering their fun^on. 
There is a gift (of fpiritual ability and divine fuccour) 1 Tim. it. 
imparted by their confecration to this office, with 'Atf i xim, 1, 6. 
laying on the hands of the pr^/bytery, joined with hum- 
ble fupplications for them, and folemn benedi£Uons in 
God's name upon them. The divine Spirit, which cfj^ri- 
buteth, as hefeeth good^ unto every member of the Church 
needful fupplies of grace, doth beftow on them in com- 1 cor. zii. 
petent meafure the word of wifdom and the word of know^ i» *^ ,^ 

Ml .i. /. , . 1 Eph.iv.16. 

ledge requifite for their employment. Horn. zU. 

.God of old did in extraordinary ways vifibly commu- ** *' 
nicate his Spirit unto his prophets and agents ; the fame 
he did liberally pour out upon the Apoftles, and firft 
planters of the Gofpel ; the fame queftionlefs he hath not 
withdrawn from thofe, who under the evangelical dif- 
penfation (which is peculiarly the minjftration of the Spirit, % Cor. Ui •» 
unto which the aid of God's Spirit is moft proper and 
moft needful) do ftill by a fettled miniftry fupply the 
room of thofe extraordinary minifters } but imparteth it 
to them in a way althou^ more ordinary and occult, 
yet no lefs real and efieftual, according to proportions 
anlwerable to the exigencies of need and occafion ; and 
by the influence hereof upon the paftors of his Church it 
is, that our Lord accomplifheth his promife to be with iVMttt 
until the end of the world. *^"'- ^ 

ClqvisfcientitB, the key of knowledge fpiritual, is one of tukt jd. 
thofe keys which he hath given to them, whereby they '^' 
are enabled to open the kingdom of heaven. 

Great reafon therefore we have to place an efpecial con- 
fidence in their direftion ; for wdiom can we more fafely 
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SERM. follow than thofe whom (upon fuch grounds of divine de- 
LI X. clarations and promifes) we may hope that God doth guide; 
fo that confequently in following them we do in effeft 
follow God himfelf ? He that heareih y.ou heoreth we, might 
be faid, not only becaufe of their relation unto Chrift; but 
becaufe their word proceedeth from his infpiration^ being 
no other than his mind .conveyed through their mouth, 

4. We may alfo for our encouragement to confide in 
our guides confider, that they are themfelves deeply con- 
cerned in our. being rightly guided ; their prfefent com- 
fort, their falvation. hereafter depending upon the faithful 
and careful difeharge of their duty- herein : they muft 
render an apcount for it ; fo that if by their wilful or 
negligent mifcarriage wq do fall into, dangerous error or 
fin, they do thence not only forfeit rich and glorious re- 
vvards, (affigned to thofe . who turn many unto nghtemf- 
n^JSf) but incur woful puniflunent ; this doth affiire their 
integrity, and render our confidence in them very reafon* 
able: for as we may fafely truft a pilot who hath no 
l^fsintereft than ourfelves in the fafe conveyance of the 
veffel toiport ; fo may we reafonably confide in their adr 
vice whofe falvation is adventured with ours in the fame 
bottom,: or rather is wrapped up and carried in ours : it 
is not probable they will (at leaft defignedly) mifguide us 

Bzck.iii; to their Own extrenae damage, to their litter ruin: iftl^ 
do not wQurn the wicked frim bis wid/ied way, to Jave his 
lifej Gad hath Jaid that he will require his blood at t/teif 
hands; and is i% likely they wittingly fliould run fuch a 
hazard, that they (hould purpofely caft away the fouls 
for which they are fo. certainly accountable? it is our 
Apoftle's enforcement of the precept. in our text; Obey 
them that guide you ; for they watch for your fouls as 
they tliat mufi give an account : which argumentation i» 
not only grounded upon the obligations of ingenuity and 
gratitude, but alfo upon confidera:tion8 of difcretion and 
interefts 5 we (hould obey our guides in equity^ and ho- 
nefly ; we may do it advifedly, T:)ecaufe they, in regard to 
their ow,n accounts M.the :final judgment,.. are obli^d to 
be. careful for the good of our fouls, 



18. XXXIU 
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Upon thefe coniidemtions^ it is plainly reafonable to SERM. 
follow our guides in all matters wherein we have no WX. 
other very clear and certain light of reafon or revelation 
to cohduD^l us : the doing fo is indeed (which is &rther 
obfervable) not only wife in itfelf, but fafe in way of pre- 
vention^ that we be not feduced by other treacherous 
guides ; it will not only fecure us from our own weak 
judgments^ but from the frauds of thofe who lie in wait Eph.h. u. 
to deceive. The fimpler fort of men will in effe6t be al- 
ways led, not by their own judgment, but by the autho- 
rity of others ; and if they be not fairly guided by thofe 
whom God hath conftituted and afligned to that end, 
they will be led by the nofe by thofe who are concerned 
to feduce them : fo reafon diftftteth that it muft be, fo 
expenence iheweth it ever to have been ; that the people, 
tdicnerer they have deferted their true gtddes, have foori 
been hurried by impoftors into moft dangerous errors and 
extravagant fdUiesf being carried about with divers aTzdHeb. xiu. 
Jkange doctrines; being like children, iojfed to owdyroEph. 1^.14. 
with every wind ofdo&rine. 

It is therefore a great advantage to us, and a great 
merey of God, that there are (by God's care) provided 
for us fuch hdps, upon which we may commonly for our 
guidance in die way to bappinefs more fafely rely, than 
upon our own judgments, liable to mijlalce, and than upoti 
the CDunfel of others, who may be interefted to abufe 
us ; very foolifli and very ingrateful we are, if we do not 
highly prize, if we do not v^rillingly embrace this advan- 

I fardiet add, that as wifdom may induce, fo modefty 
and humility (hould difpofe us to follow the diredion of 
ORar guides : Ye younger, faith St, Pei^r, Jiibmit your/elves 1 Pet. v. a, 
unto the elder, (that is, ye inferiors to your luperiors, ye 
that are the flock to your paftors,) and, fubjoineth he im- 
tnediatdy, be clothed with humiUtp; fignifying, that it is 
a point of humfflty to yield that fubmiffion) every modeft 
and hasablt perfon is apt to difltuft his own, and to fub- 
mh to better j\idgtfients $ $iu^, Not to lean to our under- Prov. iii. 5, 

VOL. Illf M ^' 
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^BRM.. Jianding, not to be wife in our own eyes, not to feem ia 
IjIX. know any thing, not tojeem any body to onefelf, in kumi- 
ftoih. xii. iity to prefer others before our/elves, are divine injun£lions, 
^®^. ^ chiefly applicable to this cafe, in reference to our fpiritual 
Phil. ii. a. guides ; for if it be pride or culpable immodefty to pre- 
iCor.viu. f^Qjg ourfelves wifer than any man, what is it then to 
1 Tim. vi. prefer ourfelves in that refpeft before our teachers; as in- 
deed we do, when without evident reafon we difregard, 
or<liflent from their opinion? 

It is then a duty very reafonable, and a very commend- 
able pra£lice, to rely upon the guidance of our pallors in 
fuch cafes, wherein furer dire&ion faileth, and we cannot 
otherwife fiilly fatisfy ourfelves. 

Neither in doing fo (againft fome appearances of rea^ 
fon, or with fome violence to oiu* private conceits) do we 
ad againft our confcience, but rather truly according to 
it ; for confcience (as the word in this cafe is ufed) is no- 
thing elfe but an opinion in practical matters, grounded 
upon the beft reafon we can difcem : if therefore in any 
cafe the au1JK)rity of our guides be a reafon outweighing 
all other reafons appax^nt, he that in fuch a cafe, not- 
withftanding other arguments lefs forcible, doth conform 
his judgment and pra£tice thereto, therein exa&ly fol- 
loweth confcience; yea, in doing otherwife, he would, 
thwart and violence his own confcience, and be felf-con- 
demned, adhering to li lefs probable reafon in oppofition 
to one more probable. 

I do not hereby mean to afiert, that we are obliged in- 
differently (with an implicit faith, or blind obedience) to 
believe all that our teachers fay, or to praftife all they 
bid us : for they are men, and therefore fubjeft to error 
a^d fin ; they may negle£t or abufe the advantages they 
have of knowing better than others; they may fome- 
times, by infirmity, by negligence, by prayity, feil in per- 
forming f^thftdly their duty toward us; they may be 
fwayed by temper, be led by paffion, be corrupted by 
ambition or avarice, fo as thence to embrace and vent 
bad doctrines : we do fee our paftors often diifenting and 
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clafhing among themfelves, fomettmes with themfelves^ SERM. 
fo as to change and retraft their own opitdons c. ^^^' 

We find the prophets of old complaining of priefts, of 
paftors, of elders and prophets^ who handled the law, yet (Jer. ii. s.) 
Ufcre ignorant of God; who erred in vifiouy and Jiumlled]^^ "^"** 
in judgment; who were profane, brutijhy light, and treach-icr. x. an 
er&usperfons; who polluted thefanQtmry,anddidviolenceYtuxT\\u 
to the law, and profaned holy things; who handled they* 
law, yet knew not God; from whom the law and counfel \s. v. si, 
did perifli; who taught for hire, and divined for money ;^' ^^'].. 
who themfelves departed out of the way, and caufed many Eztk,xx\i, 
to Jhtmble, and corrupted the covenant of Levi ; who de- ^'j .^ ^^ 
ftroyed andfcattered thejheep of God's pqflure. E«ck. vii* 

There were in our Saviour's time guides^ *o/* the fer^ mjc. wi n. 

ment of whqfe do6irine good people were lid to beware ;Y^^'^*'?.?^' 

who tranfgreffed and defeated the commandment of Godn.xU. 1*0. 

by their traditions; who did take away the key of know-^*^^^^]' *^** 

ledge, fo that they would not enter themfelves into theUxkt-kiuu 

kingdom of heaven, nor would fuffer others to enter '^ W^^i^a/e!' *^' 

guides, who both themfelves did fall, and drew others Luke xi. 52, 
• \ • Matt. XV. 

into the ditch of noxious error and wicked praftice : the 14. ' 

followers of which guides did in vain worjhip God, oi-Matt.xv.^. 

fervingfor do&rine the precepts of men. 

Th^« have not fince the primitive times of the Gofpel 
wanted thofe who (indulging to ambition, avarice, curi- 
o6ty, fa^on, and other bad aiIe£tions) have depraved and 
del]^ed reli^on with noxious errors and idle fuperfti*^^ 
tiond ; fuch as. St. Bernard defcribeth, &c« Vid. Apo). 

Wt^ are,.in matters of fuch infinite concermnenl to our ^^ ' "^ 
eternal welfare, in wifdom and duty obliged not wholly 
without farther heed or care to truft the diligence and in- 
tegrity c^ others^ but to confider and look about us, ufing 
our own reafon, judgment, and difcretion, fo far as we 
are capable } we cannot in fuch a cafe be blamed for too 
much circumfpe6tQ)n and caution. 

We are not wholly blind, not void of reafon, not defti* 

* If. ii!. 13. O my peoplci they which lead thee caufe thee to err, and de- 
ftrpy the way df thy paths. 

M % 
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9ERB1 tutct of fit helpt; in many cafes we have competent abi« 

MX. lity to judge, and means fufScient to attain knowledge: 

we are ther^ore concerned to ufe our eyes, to empioy 

our reafon, to embrace 4nd improve the advantages vouch*- 

lafedus. 

We aie accountable perfonally for all our actions, as 
agreeable or crofs to reafon; if we are miftaken by our 
own deSuilt, or mifled by the ill guidance of others^ we 

££dc.iu.i8.1haU however deefdy fuffer for it, and die in our iniquity; 
the ignorance or error of our guides will not wholly ex« 
cufe us from guilt, or exempt us from pumfliment ; it is 
fit therefore that we ihould be aUowed, as to tlM» fum of 
the matter, to judge and choofe for ourfelves : for if our 
falvation were wholly placed in the hands of others, fo 
that we could not but in cafe of thdr error or de&ult 
mifcarry, our ruin would be inevitable, and confequently 
not juft : we (hould penfh without blame, if we were 
bound, as a blind and brutifh herd, to follow others.- 

We^ in order to our pra£tice, (which muft.be regulated 
by faith and knowledge,) and toward pr^rkng ourfelves 
for our grand account, are obl^^ to get a knowled^ 

1lotiksu.9.atid perfuafion concerning our duty; to prove (or fecurch 

^ ' ^' ^^* and examine) what is that goodf and ttccepiahlei and per* 

fe& mil (fGod; for ignorance, if anywife by <mr efidea- 

Lake xii. vour vincible, will not fecure us : He thai^ fakh our Lord 

^^* and Judge, knew ito/, and did commit things worthy of 

Jkipes^ Jhall be beaten with few Jiripes $ (few; not in 

themfelves, but comparatively to thofe which (hall be 

infli&ed on them who tranfgrefs againft knowledge and 

cohfeience.) 

We are bound to ftudy ttuth, to improve our minds in 

the knowledge and love of it, to be firmly perfoaded of 

it in a rational way; fo that we be not eaffiy ihaktn, or 

feduoed from it. . 

The Apoftles do charge it upon us as otir dikty flMd 

s Cor.viii. ^ncermnent, that we abmnd in faith mA knowledge; 

Col. u. 1. that we be rooted and built up in Chrifty andfiabliftied in 

Jg^*'"' the faith, fo as to befiedfaft^ and unmovable, not to be 

dXhefl*. ix^Joon Jhaken in mind, or troubled} to grMf i^ end increefo 

CoL L 10. 3 Pet iiL 18. ii* 3. Eph. iv. 15. 
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in all dwine knowledge; that the ward of Godfkould dwell SERM. 

ri$Ujfin us tn all wifdam; that we (hould be filled with ^^f!^' 

ell knowledge, fo as to be able to teach and admomfh onectAAVu le, 

tamthert that our love fhculd abound more and more w*Hcb*v'^*ia' 

knowledge and all judgment j that we may approve things VMA.09 

excdlent^ (or fcan things difiereDt;) that we ^e «twA«ilcor/i.»* 

in all the word, (that is, in all the do6lrine of the Gofpel^) 

and in ell knowledge ; that we befitted in the knowledge CoLu 9. 

of God's unit in all wifdom and fpirittial underfianding ; 

that we (hould not be unwife, but under/landing what ffeEph.T. 17. 

wUl of the Lord is ; that We ihould be perfeB and complete Col. iv. la. 

k ell the will of God, (that is, firft in the knowledge of 

it, then in compliance with it ;) that in under/landing we 1 Cot, ziy. 

flmld not be children, but perfeB men. Hd>. t. ia. 

We are likewife by them commanded to take heed ofyi^^ ^j, 
fidfe prophets ; to try thefpirits whether they are of God ; **• . 
iofee that no man deceive us; to look that no manfpoil us Matt. zxW. 
ly vain deceit ; to try all things, and hold faft that which ^. ^ ^^ 
is good; which precepts imply, that we (hould be fur- Col. n. e, 
niihed with a good faculty of judgment, and competent | Their. ▼. 
knowledge in the principal matters of Chriftian doArine, 3i* 
concerning both th© myfteries of faith and rules of prac- 
tice. Our Lord himfelf and his Apo(Ues did not upon 
other terms than of rational confideration and difcu(fion, 
exaft credit and obedience to their words; they did not 
infift barely upon their own authority, but exhorted their 
difcipleg^ to examine ftri^y, and judge faithfully concern^ 
ing the truth and reafonablends of their do&rine : Search john ▼« 39. 
the Scriptures, for they teftify of me; If I do not the works John x.3;, 
^fmy Father, believe me not ; but if I do, though ye believe^^^ *T- ^^ 
M me, believe the works : fo our Lord appealed to their 
reafon, proceeding upon grounds of Scripture and com^ 
mon^fet^ : and, Ifpeak as to wife men, judge ye what /i Cor. z. 
I^y; fo St. Paul addrefled his difcourfe to his difciples ; ^^* 
otherwUe we (hould be uncapaUe to obferve them. 

We are alfo bound to defer the principal regard to 
God'i wifdom and will, fo as, without re&rvation or ex- 
ception, to emlMrace whatever he doth fay, to obey what 
ht poiltively doth command, whatever authority doth. 

M3 
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i66 Of Obedience to ourfpiritual Guides^ and Governors* 

SERM. contradift his word,' or crofs his command : in fuch cafes 
LIX. we may remonftrate with the Apoftles, If it he juft before 
A€U iv. 19. God to hearken unto you rather than unto God^ j^idge ye; 
A£b V. 29. and, tVe ought to obey God rather than men : we may de- 
Gal. U 8. nounce with St. Paul ; If an angel from heaven preach 

any other go/pel, let him be accurfed, 
Rom. xiv. We are obliged always to ad with faith, (that is, with 
a perfuafion concerning the lawfiJnefs of what we do ;) 
Rom. xiv. for, whatever is not offaithy is fin : we (hould never con* 
demn ourfelves in what we try or embrace. 

Thefe things confidcred, we may, and it much behov* 

eth us, referving due refpefl: to our guides, with humility 

and modefly to weigh and fcan their diftates and their 

orders ; left by them tmawares we be drawn into error or 

Aasxvii. fin; like the ingenuous Pereans, who did avoLxplvav rag 

^** ypafaSffearch and examine the Scriptures^ if thofe things 

^ Cor. I ^4, were fo. Our guides are but the helpers, they are not 

lords of our faith ; the Apoftles themfelves were not. 

We may, and are bound, if they tell us things evidently 
repugnant to God's word, or to found reafon and com- 
mon fenfe, to diflent from them ; if they impofe on us 
If. viii, 20. things evidently contrary to God's law, to forbear com- 
mcns Do- p'^^"^® '^^^^ them ; we may in fuch cafes appeal ad legem 
minum fe- et teftimonium ; we muft not admit a non obfiante to God's 

parare fe % 
idcbctapeo**^* 

catorc prae- If other arguments, weighed in the balance of honeft 
Pypr,' and impartial reafon, with cautious and induftrious confi- 
deration, do overpoife the authority of our guides ; let us 
in God's name adhere to them, and follow our own judg- 
ments ; it would be a violation of our confcience, a pre- 
varication toward our own fouls, and a rebellion ag^dnft 
God to do otherwife: when againft our own mind, fo 
carefully informed, we follow the diftates of others, we 
like fools rafldy adventure and proftitute our fouls. 

This proceeding is nowife inconfiftent with what wc 
delivered before ; for this due warinefs in examining, this 
refervation in aflenting, this exception in pradice, in fome 
cafes, wherein the matter hath evidence, and we a feoulty 
tp judge, doth nowife hinder but that we fliotild defer 
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Of Obedience to ourjpiriiual Guides and Govemors» i6f 

much regard to the judgment of our guides ; that we SERM. 
fhould in thofe cafes, wherein no light difcovereth itfelf ^^X. 
outfhining their authority, rely upon it; that where our 
eyes will not ferve clearly to dired us, we fliould ufe 
theirs ; where our reafon faileth to fatisfy us, we fhould 
acquiefce in theirs ; that we fhould regard their judg- 
ments fo fer, that no petty fcrupk emerging, no faint 
femblance of reafon fhould prevail upon us to diifent from 
their do&rine, to rejeft their advice, to difobey their in- 
jundions. 

In fine, let us remember, that the mouth of truth, 
which bid us to beware of the bad doSirine of thofe who Matt xt. 
Jilt in Mofes's chair y did alfo charge us to obferve all they ^*" ""^^* 
taught and enjoined; that is, all not certainly repugnant 
to the divine law. In effeft, if we difcoft from the advices 
of our fober teachers, appointed for us by God, we fhall 
in the end have occafion to bewail with him in the Pro- 
verbs : How have I hated i7i/iru£iionf and my heart dejpifedpiov. v. la, 
reproof; and have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor *^' 
inclined mine ear to them that iriflruSted me ! 

To thefe things I fhall only add one rule, which we 
may well fuppofe comprifed in the precept we treat upon; 
which is, that at leafl we forbear openly to difTent from 
our guides, or to contradift their doftrine ; except only, 
if it be not fo falfe (which never, or rarely can happen 
among us) as to fubvert the foundations of faith, or prac- 
tice of holinefs. If we cannot be internally convinced by 
their difcourfes, if their authority cannot fway with us 
againfl the prevalence of other reafons, yet may we fpare 
outwardly to oppofe them, or to flight their judgment ; 
for doing thus doth tend, as to the difgrace of their per- 
fons, fo to the difparagement of their office, to an ob- 
ftruQing the efficacy of their miniflry, to the infringe- 
ment of order and peace in the Church < for when the 
inconlSderate people fhall fee their teachers diftrufted and 
difrefpe&ed ; when they perceive their do£irine may be 
challenged and oppofed by plaufible difcourfes ; then will 
they hardly truft them, or comply with them in matters 
moll: certain and neceffary ; than which difpofition in the 

M 4 
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i6i QfOMimc^ io QurJpirUual Guides cmd Governors. 

S^ J^^« people thefp c^not happeij ajiy thing morp prejucjicial or 
MX- baneful to the Church. 

But let thus QiMch ferve for the obedience due to the 
do^tiiw of our guides ; let us co^ifider that wjiich we 
owe to tbem iu refereppe to their converfation 4Pd prac-< 
tice. 

The fb^owtI|g their praftice may well be referred to 
tbi$ pi^cept ; for that their prance is a kipd of Wmg 
do£triiie^ a yifible law, or rule of action ; and becaufe in- 
deed the notion of a guide primarily doth imply j^xeiPl^e; 
that he which is guided fhould refped the guide as a pre- 
eedent, b^ing concerned to walk after his footfteps. 

Moft of the reafons, which urge defereiice to their 
judgment in teaching, do in proportion infer obligation 
tofoUow their example; (which indeed is the niioft t^y 
aj^d clear. way of iijftrqftion to vulgw capacity; parryii^g 
. with it alfo moft efficacious encouragement and excite- 
ment to practice :) they are obliged, and it is expected 
from them, to live with efpecial regularity, circumfpedion, 
and ftriftnefs of converfation; they axe by God's grace 
efpecially difpofed and enabled to do fo ; and many cqm- 
paon advantages they have of doing fo ; (a more perfe<9: 
knowledge of things, firmnefs of principles, and clcjameft 
pf notions; a deeper tincture, and more favoury relifhof 
truth, attained by continual meditation thereon; cofife- 
quently a purity of mind and affection, a retirement from 
the world aud its temptation, freedom from diftra<^pn of 
worldly care and the encumbranpes of bpfinefs, with the 
like.) 

They are often charged to be exemplary in co^verfa- 

tion, as we before (hewed, and that involveth a corre- 

fpondent obligation to follow them* They muft, like 

John V. 35. St. John Baptift, le burning andjhining lights; Jiar^ in 

^ w. XVI. Q^^y^ y.^gf^f hand; lights of the world; whofs ligfU Jhuld 

MAit,y.i4,jfiine before men^ that men may fee their good works; apd 

by their light dired their fteps. 

They aire pn>pofed as copies, which fipaifie? tb^ we 
muft in our prance tranfcribe theijEi*. 
We are often diredly comnumded to imW^ tbcm; i^ 
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luiLM-^ T^¥ »/r*v, whofe faith imitate ye, (that 1$, their SERM. 
faithful perfeverance in the dodrine and prafiice of Chri- ^^^' 
ftianity^) fidth the Apoftle in this chapter. 

Their converfatioii is fafely imitable in all cafes wherein 
no better rule appeareth^ and when it doth not appear 
difcordant from God's law and the dictates of found rea- 
fon; for fuppofing that difoordance, we ceafe to be 
obliged to follow them ; as when our Lord prefcribeth in 
refped to the Pharilees ; Whatever they hid you obferve, Matt. xxUi. 
that obferve and do ; but do not nfter their works ; for they ^* 
fay and do not. 

It is indeed eafier for them to fpeak well than to do 
well ; their doftrine therefore is more commonly a fure 
guide than their prance; yet when there wanteth a 
clearer guidance of do&rine^ their practice may pafs for 
Wbruflive, and a probable argument or warrant of ac- 
tion. 
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SERMON LX. 



OF SELF-LOVE IN GENERAL. 



a Tim. iiu a. , 

For menjhall he lovers of themf elves. 

SERM. OT. PAUL in this place out of a prophetical fpirit inftruft- 
^^' ing or warning his difciple Timothy, concerning difficult 
km^x*' ti^cSy or the calamitous (late of things, which fhould 
eZnJ*^ enfue. Induced upon the world, as it ufeth to happen, 
by a general prevalency of vicious difpofitions and prac- 
tices among men, doth thence take occafion, by a fpecifi- 
cation of their vices, to charafterize the perfons who 
ihould concur to produce that hard ftate. 

Among thofe vices he placeth felf-love in the van, as 
the capital and leading vice ; intimating thereby, that it 
is of all in its nature moil heinous, or in its influence moil 
noxious »• 

This indeed is of all vices the moil common, fo deeply 
radicated in our nature, and fo generally overfpreading 
the world, that no man thoroughly is exempted from it, 
moil men are greatly tainted with it, fome are wholly 
poflTefled and a6led by it : this is the root from which all 
other vices do grow, and without which hardly any iin 
could fubiiil; the chief vices efpecially have an obvious 
and evident dependence thereon. 
All impiety doth involve a loving ourfelves in undue 



• H«c omnia mala ab to velut fonte manantia, quod piimuro pofuiC> iie- 
ipfos amantes. j4ugM/i, in Joh. TraS, 133. 
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manner and meafure; fo that we fet ourfelves in our SERM. 

efteem and affeftion before God ; we prefer our own con ^^* 

ceits to his judgment and advice 5 we raife our pleafure 

above his will and authority; we bandy forces with him, 

and are like the profane Belfhazzar, of whom it is faid, 

Tlwu haft lifted up thyfelf agaivji (or above) the Lord of Dm, t. 23. 

heaven. 

From hence particularly, by a manifeft extraction, are de- 
rived thofe chief and common vices, pride, ambition, envy, 
avarice, intemperance, injuftice, uncharitablenefs, peevifh- 
nefs, ftubbomnefs, difcontent, and impatience. For, 

We overvalue ourfelves, our qualities and endowments, 
our powers and abilities^ our fortunes and external ad- 
vantages ; hence are we fo proud, that is, fo lofty in our 
conceits, and faftuous in our demeanour. 

We would be the only men, or moft confiderable in the 
world 'y hence are we ambitious, hence continually with 
unfatiable greedinefs we do afTedt and ftrive to procure 
increafe of reputation, of power, of dignity. 

We would engrofs to ourfelves all forts of good things 
in higheft degree ; hence envioufly we become jealous of 
the worth and virtue, we grudge and repine at the 
profperity of others ; as if they defalked fomewhat from 
our excellency, or did eclipfe the brightnefs of our for- 
tune. 

We defire to be not only full in our enjoyment, but 
free and abfolute in our dominion of things ; not only fe- 
cure from needing the fuccour of other men, but inde- 
pendent in regard to God's providence ; hence are we fo 
covetous of wealth, hence we . fo eagerly fcrape it, and 
fo carefully hoard it up. 

We can refufe our dear felves no fatisfaftion, although 
unreafonable or hurtful ; therefore we fo readily gratify 
fenfual appetites in unlawful or exceffive enjoyments of 
pleafure. 

Being blinded or tranfported with fond dotage on our- 
felves, we cannot difcern or will not regard what is due to 
others; hence are we apt upon occafion to do'them wrong. 
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I y * Of Self- Love in general. 

SERM. love to ourfelves xloth ki fuch manner fpck in and 
LX. fwallow our fpirits, dpth fo pinch in and contraft our 
' 'hearts, doth accordipg to its computation fo confine an4 

abridge our interefts, th^t we cannot in our affe£ticn 
or in real expreffion of kindnefs tend outwards; tha$ 
we can affcMrd little ^ood^will, or impart little good to 
others. 

Deeming ourfelves extremely wife and worthy of te^ 
ffti^, we cannot endure to he contradi^ed in our opinion, 
or cro0ed in our humour ; hence upon any fuch occafioii 
our choler rifeth, and eafily we break forth into violent 
beats of paffion. 

From the like caufe^ it is, that we cannot willingly 
ftoop to due obeifance of our fuperiors, in reverence iQ 
their perfons, and obfervance of their laws ; that ^e can- 
not contentedly acquiefce in the ilation or portion aiSgn- 
^ us by Providence j that we cannot patiently fupporl 
our condition, or accept the events befalling us. 

In fine, if furveying all the feveral kinds ctf naughty 
difpc^tions in our fouls, and of mifcarriage^ in our lives> 
we do fcan their particular nature, and fearch into their 
original caufes ; we (hall find inordinate felf-love to be a 
vaain ingredient and a common fource of theqi all : fo 
that a divine of great name had (orne reafbn to affirm, 
that original fin (or that innate diftemper from which 
men generally become fo very prone to evil and averie to 
good) doth confift in felf-love, difpofing us to all kinds 
of irregularity and excefs ^: St. Paul therefore might well 
fet this in the front of all thofe fins, which depmved 
the age' he fpake of; they having all fuch a dependence 
on it. 

It is therefore very requifite that we fliould well under- 
(land this fault, that we may be the better able to curb 
and correct it; to which purpofe I (hall endea:^'Our, by 
God's help, fomewhat to declare its nature. 



^ Eft ergo ifta ad peccandum amore fui propmfio, peccatum origina]e> &c. 
^mtt^L ifimd Bill, de Amiff, grti, iv, 9. 
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The word felf-Uve is ambiguous; for all felf-love is SERM. 
not culpable; there is a neceffary and unavoidable^ there ^^' 
is an innocent and allowable^ there is a worthy and com- 
mendable felf-love. 

There is a felf-love originally implanted by God him* 
felf in our nature, in order to the prefervation and enjoy* 
Jtaerit of our being ; the which is common to us with all 
creatures, a&d cannot anywife be extirpated; for no 77ian,Eph.v.^9' 
as St* Paiil faith, eVer yet hated his own Jl^^ hut nou^ 
fj/heth and ckerijheth it : every man living, by a natural 
and neceflkry inftin£l, is prompted to guard his life, fhun*- 
ning all dangers threatening its deftru£tion ; to purvey for 
tlie fupport and convenience of it ; to fatisfy thofe natural 
appetitesy which importunately crave relief, and without 
intolerable pain cannot be dmed it ; to repel or decline 
whatever is very grievous and ofienfive to nature^; the 
felf*lave that utgeth us to do thefe things is no more tp 
be blamed than it can be ihunned. 

Reafon farther alloweth fuch a ielf-love, which movetb 
us to the puriuance of any thing apparently good, plea* 
Ant, or ufeful to us, the which doth not contain in it any 
efiential turpitude or iniquity ; doth not obilrufi: the at* 
takin^nt of fome tru6 or greater good; doth not pro- 
c^ice ibine overbalancing mifchief ; doth not infer harm 
to the world, 0s wtong to other'men d. 

Reafoii di^iateth and prefcribeth to us, that we ihoidd 
have a fober regard*to our true good and welfare ; to our 
beft intereft and folid content; to that, which (all things 
being rightly ftated, confidered, and computed) will in 
the fyai event prove moft beneficial and fatisfa£tory to 
lis: a felf-love working in profecution of fuch things 
cdxmoon fenfe canndt but allow and approve ^. 



< Fittit ttnttnr, elm, vifti fesoiiiiis; idde 

Qi«eis humaaA iibt deleat natwa negscis. tf«r» Serm, u u 

rwf «XX«Vf ^tkin^w rw %\ fe»x^(»* ^^**9 fi^M-^^tt ya^ x^i laurit tut* T$vt iriXAf, 
^Xois itti^tv liriftiwf, Arifi^ Etk, ix, 8^ 

< Uif f^ m3^ ul^Ttat vi ^iXrifn iayrf^ • S2 hnttwf itttBtt^u «-m vS, Hi J, 
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SERM. God himfelf hath to thefe fuggeftions of nature^ and 
^X« dictates of reafon, adjoined his own fuffrage, having ift 
'""'*'''''"" various ways declared it to be his will and pleafure^ that 
we (hould tender our real and final good. He, as the au- 
thor of nature, and fountain of reafon, may be fuppofed 
to ord^n that, unto which nature doth fo potently incline, 
Quia tutclaand which reafon fo clearly prefcribeth. He plainly hath 
cx'proSmo^o every man committed himfelf in charge, fo as to pre- 
eft, fibi fefve his being from ruin, and to enjoy it with comfort. 
commiffas He by making fo rich a provifion for the fuftenance of 
^Ep wT' ^^^ lives, and fati8fa6lion of our appetites, by framing 
our bodies to reliih delight, and fuiting fo many accom- 
modations in wondrous correfpondence to our fenfes, 
hath fufficiently intimated it to be his pleafure, that we 
(hould in reafonable meafure feek them and enjoy them f 
otherwife his care would have been vain, and his work 
ufelefs ; yea, he might feem to have laid an ill defign to 
tempt and enfnare us : he certainly. had no fuch intent; 
but as he made us out of goodnefs, as he made us ca- 
pable of tailing comfort, as he hath fumiflied tis with 
means of attaining it, fo he meaneth that we fbould par- 
take thereof. 

He alfo exprefsly hath commanded us to love all' men, 
not excluding ourfelves from the number; to love our 
neighbour, and therefore ourfelves ; who of all are neareft 
to ourfelves ; who occur as the firft objects of humanity 
and charity ; whofe needs we moft ^nfibly feel ; whofe 
good is in itfelf no lefs confiderable than the fingle good 
of any other perfon; who muft firft look to our own good 
before we can be capable to love others, or do any good 
to our neighbour. 

He therefore hath made the love of ourfelves to be 
the rule and ftandard, the pattern, the argument of our 
love to others ; impofing on us thofe great commands of 
loving bur neighbours as ourfelves, Bxid doing as we would 
le done unto ; which imply not only a neceffity, but an 
obligation of loving ourfelves. 
He doth enforQe obedience to all his commands, by 
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piromifing rewards^ yielding immenfe profit and tranfcend- S£RM« 
ent pleafure to us, and by threatening puniihments griev- I^X. 
ous to our fenfe; which proceeding is grounded upon aMttt. xtu 
fuppofition that we do and ought greatly to love ourfelves, ^^* 
or to regard our own intereft and pleafure. 

He doth recommend wifdom or virtue to us, as moft 
agreeable to felf-love ; moft eligible, becaufe it yieldeth 
great benefit to ourfelves; becaufe, as the Wife Man 
faith, he that getteth it, doth love his own foul; he that Pr0y.xix.S9 
keepeth ii.jhalljind good. '^- "• '^' 

Ariftotle faith of a virtuous man, that he is the greateft 
felf'kver; A^mh' av 6 roiouro; theq ftoAXov ^iXatiro;* caro^Eth.ix. 9* 
yefta yap hoanm rei xoXXira, x«l fM^aya^x aya^oi, xa) X^f^i^^ 
hvrS r£ KupuarirM. 

He difTuadeth from vice, as therefore detefiable, be- 
caufe the embracing it doth imply hatred of ourfelves, 
brining mifchief and damage to us; becaufe, as the Wife 
Man doth exprefs it, he that Jinnethy uffongeth his o«/7iProv.viii. 
foul; he that defpifeth in/bruStion, defpifelh his own foul ;^^ 
he that committeth injury , hateth his oumfouU 

He commendeth his laws to our obfervaAce, by de-Deut.x.13. 
daring them in their defign and tendency chiefly to re- JJ^J* Y^' J* 
gard»our good and advantage ; made apt to preferve theProv. iii.iv. 
lafety and quiet, to promote the wealth and profperity of ^' 
our lives ; to bring eafe and comfort to our minc^ grace 
and ornament to our names, falvation and happinefs to 
our fouls. m 

In fine, God chargeth and encourageth us to afie£t and 
purfue the higheft goods whereof we are capable ; moft 
ample riches, moft fublime honours, moft fweet pleafures, 
moft complete felicity; He, faith St. Paul, will render '^om.'xui. 
to thenty who hy patient continuance in well-doing feeh 
for glory J and honour y and immortality y eternal life; to 
feek fuch thbgs is the higheft inftance, is the fureft argu- 
ment of felf-love that can be 5 he therefore who obligeth, 
who encourageth us thereto, doth plainly (hew his appro- 
bation of a felf-love. 

So it appeareth that all felf-love is not ci^pable, but 
that fome kind thereof is very commendable \ how then 



36. XV. 33. 
34. 
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S£RM. iliall we dillinguiih; how (hall wtfeuer, to ufe the Pro- 
^X. phet's language, the precious from the vile ? 

Jcr. XV. 10. To this we may anfwer in general, that all love of our- 
feWes which is unreafonably groundedi or which is ex- 
cefiive in its degrees and hniits ; or which v^fiteth itfelf 
in wrong inftances ; or which driveth our mind, will, and 
ajQe£dons toward bad obje£b ; or which produceth efiefits 
noxious to ourfelves or others, is culpable* If we efieem 
oiufelves for things not true or really for things indif- 
ferent or mean, for things nowife excellent or valuable; 
if We aire6); ourfelves beyond oompafs, fo as to pofipone 
the love of God, or exclude the love of our neighbour; 
if out of regard to ourfelves we do things bafe or mif** 
chievous ; if thence we dote upon vain profits^ embrace 
foul pleafures, incur iiniul guih, expofe ourfelvea to griev- 
ous danger, trouble, remorfe, and punifhment ; if thereby 
we &re engaged to for&ke our true intereft, and forfisii 
our final happinefs ; then afluredly it is a fdcdifli and 
vicious felf-love ; it is indeed not a proper, but a £aife and 
equivocal love, ufurping that goodly name; it 'is a real 
hatred, or emnity, difguifed under the femblance of 
friendfliip ; it more properly may be called cruelty, 
trfeachcary, flattery, mockery, delufion, and abufe of our-* 
idlves. 

But for a more difiind; and clear refolution of the cafe, 
we may do well to confider the proper a£b of love, which 
do conftitute it, or infeparably do adhere thereto; fuch 
as thofe: a good efleem of the perfon, which is the ob)e& 
of our love; an earneft good* will toward hrai, or defire 
ef his good ; a complacence in good, and diffiitisfa^oo 
in evil arrivii^ to him; a readinefs to yield or procure 
good to him ; a defire of tuiion and enjoyment, that is, of 
intimate converfation and intercourfe with him, a defe^ 
r^nce of rc^gard X& him, a compliance with his defires, aned 
eare to pleafe Mm. Now if thefe adls toward otufthws 
are in their kind, in their grounds, in their meafurei^ ^^on*" 
formaUe to reafon, piety, and juftice, theii is our felf-k>'^ 
innocent or worthy : if they are not fo, it is crimiiial ^ 
vicious. 
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If we do rightly eftecm ourfelves, (both abfolutely, and SERM. 
in comparifon to others;) if we defire to ourfelves what ^^- 
is fit and juftj if we are pleafed with trae goods, and dif- 
pleafed at real evils incident to us; if we do in lawfiil 
ways endeavour to procure things truly convenient and 
beneficial to us ; if we maintain a faithful and cheerful 
correfpondence with ourfelves ; if we have a fober regard 
to ourfelves, agreeable to our nature and ftate; if we com- 
ply with the diftates of our reafon, and fatisfy our defires 
conforming thereto; then do we love ourfelves innocently, 
then are we true friends to ourfelves. 

But if we overvalue ourfelves ; if we do wifti to our- 
felves things incommodious or hurtful; if we are delighted 
or diflatisfied in falfe (hews of good or evil befalling us } 
if we ftrive to acquire for ourfelves things bad or mif- 
chievous; if our converfe with ourfelves is naughty or 
Tain ; if we make indecent applications to ourfelves ; if 
we ftoop to our fond humours, or footh our unreafonable 
* defines ; then is our felf-love fpurious, then are we in- 
deed enemies to ourfelves. 

Farther, toward an exaSt difcuflion and trial of this . 
cafe, we fhould do well, divefting 6urfelves of felfifhnefs. 
to confider ourfelves as other perfons, or abftra£tedly as 
mere objects of thofe a£ts which love doth imply; for 
what reditude or what obliquity there would be in them, 
in regard to any obje6l:, the fame would be in reference to 
ourfelves. For inftance. 

If we fhould value any perfon jufUy according to hh 
real worth, allowing a juft rate to his virtue, to his parts, 
to Us endowments, to his advantages of nature or for- 
tune; not aicribing to him things which belong not to 
bim^ nor overprizing thofe he hath, not preferring him in 
any refpeA before thofe which are his fuperiors or equals 
therein 5 we fhaU herein do wifely and juflly ; but if (hav- 
ing our judgment any wife perverted) we do admire a per- 
fon beyond Ms worth, and advance him above his rank; if 
we overlook his apparent defe£ks and blemifhes, or take 
thnn for excellencies, and yield them applaufe ; what is 
this but folly and dotage tempered with iniquity ? and if 

YOU IIU N 
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SERM. it be fuch in regard to another, it is no lefs fuch in re- 
^X' fpe6t to ourfelves. 

If to any perfon we fliould wifli things fmtable, com- 
modious, and advantageous, by obtaining which he, with- 
out any wrong or prejudice to others^ might be confider- 
ably benefited, we fliall herein aA humanely, and like 
good friends ; but if we defire things to him,^ which do 
not become or befit him, which will do him mifchief, or 
which he cannot have without injury and damage to 
others, are we not herein notorioufly unkind or unjtifl ? 
The cafe is the fame transferred to ourfelves. 

If we ihould obferve any man by occurrences happen- 
ing to him well improved in his condition, thriving in an 
honeft way, profperous in good undertakings, growing in 
worthy accomplifliments of foul, to find fatisfadlibn therein 
would be greatly laudable; and fo it would be to condole, 
if we fhould fee any man to fall into any grievous difafter 
or calamity ; but fliould we behold a man (although in 
falfe appearance bettered, yet really) prejudiced and en- 
damaged, (as when one is enriched by cozenage or rapine^ 
is advanced by flattery or fycophantry, is famed for bafe 
or vain exploits, is immerfed into care and trouble, is ex- 
pofed to danger and temptation, is fallen into the enchant- 
ments of pleafure,) are we not, if we take pleafure therein, 
very filly, or very cruel ? and if we (hould obferve good 
phyfic adminiftered to a fick neighbour, or that he is 
engaged in painful exercife for his health, ihould it not be 
abfurd for us to be forry thereat ? For the iame reafons 
we are blameable if we do rejoice when that we profper 
in bad courfes, or enjoy finful pleafures, or fall into dan- 
gerous temptations; if wediftafte the wholefome phyfic of 
adveriity difpenfed by Providence, or diflike the needful 
exercifes of duty by God prefcribed to us. 

If we do yield our advice and aid to our neighbour, in 
furtherance of any defign which is honeft and beneficial- 
to him, we then unqueftionably do well ; hut if we do 
abet or encourage him in unjuft or mifchievous enter- 
prifes; if we render ourfelves panders to his unlawful 
defires, faftors for his unjuft profits, complices of hi5 
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wicked pra£tices^ advocates of his fins; is this trae love, is SERM. 
this faithful friendfliip ? No furely ; nor is it fuch toward LX. 
ourfelves, when we employ our faculties in contrivance or 
achievement of any unlawful defigns, however fatisfaftory 
to our defires. 

If we (hould indifferently (without regard to the laws of 
piety, juftice, humanity, or decency) efpoufe the interefts 
of any perfon, fo that for the promoting his defigns, ad- 
vancing his profit, gratifying his humour or pleafure, we 
fhould violate the commands of God, we fhould neglefit 
the public good, we fhould work injury or mifchief to 
our neighbour; would this dealing be allowable? Neither 
would it be fo, if for our own fake, in regard to our pri- 
vate interefl, we fhould thus behave ourfelves. 

%. If we do affeft to hold free, fincere, cheerful, kind 
conveFfation with any perfon, for mutual inflruftion and 
comfort, this is fociable and friendly ; but if we maintain 
frothy, foul, malicious, anywife peftilent difcourfe, Apt to 
corrupt, or to annoy him, this is loathfome :' and fo it is, 
if we keep fuch intercourfe with ourfelves, harbouring 
vain, impure, unjuft, uncharitable thoughts in our minds. 

If we fhould defer, regard to any man, anfwerable to 
his worth, we fhould thereby praftife according to the 
good rules of humanity : but fhould we fo affeft or faniy 
any man that we fhould care for no man elfe, fhould pay 
no due refpeft, or perform any office of kindnefs other- 
where ; fhould take no man*s word, or mind any man's 
opinion befide, nor care to converfe with any other j 
would this be love, would it not be ridiculous fondnefs ? 
It is no lefs, if in regard to ourfelves we are fo morofe, 
furly, or negleftful. 

If we fhould comply with any man's reafonable defire, 
this were fair and courteous ; if we fhould confide in the 
probable affiflance of any perfon, this were modefl pru- 
dence : but if we fhould entirely conform our praAice to 
the will or humour of another, againfl the dilates of our 
own reafon, and to the harm of ourfelves or others) 
would this be love, would it not rather be vile and pitiful 
flavery ? If we fhould without any groimd, yea againft 

If % 
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S'ER^. plalp reafon, rely upon tj^e ^^Ip or dire&ion of another^ 

^^' ^yo.ul.d this be love, wovild it not rather be wild prefu|np- 

tion ? The faipe therefore it mu& b^ ia ^^^ if we in U]^0 

manner are devoted to our own will, or confident in our 

own ability. 

If we fliould commend any ipap for good qualities or 
good deeds^ this is boned ; if we ihould encourage him 
in gppd midertakings, this is charitfible; but to applaud 
his defeSs, to bolfter him in ill pradice, this i» flattery 
and treachery ; and in fo 4oing toward others, w^ H^ ik^ 
(ffiends to ourfelves, but traitors and p^afites. 

By fuch refleSbions and cpmparifons we may, I think, 
competently underftand the nature of that bailard fplfr 
love, which is fo vicious in itfelf, and prpdu£live of jfo 
many vices : but more fujjy to difpUy, ^nd yritl^ to dif- 
fuade us from this vice, I ihall particularly infift ^pon th^ 
common forts thereof, {hawing t^e pepuliar ynneaibnabl^r 
.nefs of each, arid the mifchiefs cpnfequent from ij. Th^y 
are indeed ufually cpmbined and cpmplic^ed in pr^^^pe^ 
and have much affinity bpth in their nature and fruit; b^t 
I ihall, as well as I can, abfl:ra£t them one from thp otb^r, 
<and fo treat on them di|linj9:lyj; they are thjefe • Self-Opn' 
ceity Self'Cofifidenc^^ Self-Poppplqcence, Sdf-lVilh IS^r 
Inter eft. Thefe I ihall handle ip tl>e fol)py^ii)g difpou^» 
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SERMON LXL 



OF SELF-CONCEIT. 

a Tim. 111. z. 

For menjhall be loafers of themf elves , (fc. 

I. The frft and moft radical kind of vicious felf-iove is SERM. 
JUfcoTveeitednefo; that which St. Paul caHeth to wrepfffo- ^^^• 
vf»f tb overween, or to^ think highly ofonesfelfy beyond 
what he ought to think. This doth confift in feveral a£ts 
or iaftaDces. 

Sonietimes ^e in our ima^nation aiTume to ourfelves 
pierfe£tions not belonging to us, in kind or in degree ; we 
take ourfelves to be other men than we are ; to be wife, 
to be good, to be happy, when we are nbt fo; it leaft to 
be far wifer, better, and happier than we are. The plea- 
fiiw naturally fpringing from « good opinion of ourfelves 
doth often fo' Mind bur eyes and pervert our judgihent, 
tiiat we fee' in us whiat is not there, or fee it magnified 
aad transfoFiiied into another {hape than it's owii; any 
appearance doth fufiicfe to produce fuch midakes, and 
having once entertained them, we are unwilling to depofe 
them ; we cannot endure by fevere refteftibn'on ourfelves 
to corred: fuch pleafatit errors 5 hence cottimonly we pre- 
fume oui&lves to be very confiderablfe, very excellent, 
very extraordinary p^ribAs, when in truth we ate very 
to»m' and worthlefs : fo did St. Paul' fuppdie when he 
Mif^ ametn think himfblf i^ bejometkingj wlien he i^Gai.vi.ft. 
iitsikhtg; he^4eceiveth himfelf; fuch Was the cafe of that 
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SE^M. church in the Apocalypfe } Thou fayefi I am rich, and 
increafed in goods, and have need of nothing; and know^ 
Kev. Vii 17' not ^ that thou art wretched and miferable; they were like 
men in a dream^ or in a frenzyji who take themfelves for 
great and wealthy perfons, when indeed they are in a 
forry and beggarly condition : into the like extravagan- 
cies of miftake we are all likely to fall, if we do not 
very carefully and impartially examine and ftudy our* 
felves. 

Agdn; Sometimes we make vain judgments upon the 
things we do poffefsj prizing them much beyond their 
true worth and merit ; confequently overvaluing ourfelves 
for them; the moft trivial and pitiful things (things which 
in themfelves have nO Worth, but are mere tools, and 
commonly ferve bad purpofes ; things which do not ren- 
der our fouls anywife better, which do not breed any 
real content, which do not conduce to our welfare and 
happinefs) we value at a monftrous rate, as if they were 
the moft excellent and admirable things in the world. 
Have we wit ? how witlefs are we in prizing it, or our- 
felves for it ; although we employ it to no good end, not 
ferving God, not benefiting men, not furthering our own 
good, or anywife bettering our condition with it ; al-* 
though we no otherwife ufe it, than vainly to pleafe our" 
felves or others, that is, to ad: the part of fools or buffoons. 
Have we learning or knowledge? then are we rare perfons; 
not confidering that many a bad, many a wretched per- 
fon, hath had much more than we, who hath ufed it to the 
abufe of others, to the torment of himfelf ; that hell may 
be full of learned fcribes and fubtile difputers, of eloquent 
Rom. i. 31. orators and profound philofophers ; who when they knew 
hsec eft, God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, 
opibus non jj^^ became vain in their imaginations, and their fooUfh heart 
mores. was darkened; not confidering alfo how very defe^ve.our 
Mmri. XI. 6. knowledge is, how mixed with error and darknefs ; how 
ufelefs and vain, yea how pernicious it is, if not fan£tified 
by God's grace, and managed to his fervice. Have we 
riches? then are we brave men, as fine and glorious. ia 
our conceit as in our outward attire ; although the yerieft 
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fools, the bafeft and moft miferable of men, that go on SERM. 
the ground, do exceed us thereui ; although, as Ariftotle L^X. 
faith, Mo/i either not ufe it, or abufe it^; although our 
wealth affoideth us no real benefit or comfort, but ex- 
pofeth us to numberlefs fnares,' temptations, and mif*- 
chiefs ; although it hath no ftability, but eaiily may be 
taken from us. Have we reputation? how doth that 
make us highly to repute ourfelves in a flavifh imitation 
of others 1 yet nothing is lefs fubftantial, nothing is lefs 
felt, nothing is fo eafily loft, nothing is more brittle and 
ilippery than it; a bubble is not fooner broken, or a wave 
fimk, than is the opinion of men altered concerning us. 
Have we power ? what doth more raife our minds ! yet 
what is that commonly but a dangerous inftrument of 
mifchief to others, and of ruin to ourfelves ; at ]eaft an 
engi^ement to care and trouble ? What but that did ren- 
der Caligula, Nero, and Domitian fo hurtful to others, fo 
unhappy themfelves ? what but that hath filled the woHd 
with difafters, and turned all hiftory into tragedy ? Have 
we profperous fuccefs in our affairs ? then we boaft and 
triumph in our hearts ; <not remembermg what the Wife 
Man {BXthj The projperity (f fools de/iroyeth them ; and prov. i. 83. 
that experience Iheweth, profperity doth ufually either 
find or make us fools b; that the wifeft men (as Solomon) 3 Chron. 
the beft men (as Hezekiah), have been befooled by it : '""' ^** 
thus are we apt to overvalue our things, and ourfelves for 
them. 

There is no way indeed wherein we do not thus im- 
pofe upon ourfelves, either aflliming falfe, or mifrating 
true advantages; the general ill confequences of which 
mifdemeanour are, that our minds are ftuifed with dreams 
and fantaftic imaginations, inftead of wife and fober 
thoughts ; that we mifbehave ourfelves toward ourfelves, 
treating ourfelves like other men than we are, with im- 
ieemly r^urd; that we expe£t other men fhould have 

ktmrUt, Ar'tfi, apud Plut, in Pe/op. 
^ Haras enim ferme fenfus communis in ilia 

- Jttv, 5-rfif. 8. 
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S£RM. like opinions^ and yield anfwerable deferences to us ; and 
^^^' are, if we find it otherwife, grievoufly offended ; that we 
4re apt to defpife or difregard others, demeaning ourfelvcs 
infolently and faftuoufly toward them j that we are apt to 
ieek and undertake things, which we cannot attain or 
achieve ; that we negle£i: the fuccours needful to help or 
comfort us, and the like : which will appear more plainly 
by confidering the feveral obje^ or matters in which 
felf-conceit is exercifed ; they are efp^cially three : iniel- 
leSiual endowments ; moral qualities / advantages oflody^ 
fortune^ and outwardjiate, 
i Cor. iii. i^ We are apt to conceit highly of ourfelves upon pre- 
mLfltyt' fumption of our intelleSiual endowments or capacities, 
»{^^*, 7»« whether natural (as wit ^ fancy , memory ^ judgment) or ao 
fif. Fid. quiredj (as learnings Jkill^ experience^) efpecialiy of that 
PhU^Or 7 "^1^^^ i* called wifdomy which in a manner compre*- 
hendeth the reft, and manageth them; whereby we 
rightly difcem what is true, and what is fit to be done in 
any cafe propofed : this we are prone in great mealure to 
arrogate, and much to pride ouri^ves therein. The world 
is full as it can hold of wife n^n, or of thofe who take 
themfelves to be fuch; not only abfolutely, but compa- 
ratively, in derogation and preference to all others : May 
Jobxii. 3. it not be faid to us as Job did to his friends. No doubt but 
ye are the people, and wifdomjhall die with you? Do we 
not fancy ourfelves incomparably wife, fo that all bur 
imaginations are deep and fubtile, all our refoluticms 
found and fafe, all our opinions irreiragably certain, all 
our fayings like fo many oracles, or indubitable maxims? 
Do we not exped: that eviery man's judgment fliould ftoop 
to ours ? do we not wonder that any man fhould prefume 
to diffent from us ? muft any man's voice be heard when 
oZcf ^i^th. we fpeak ? Do we no^ fuppofe that our authority doth 
IZtJit^ add huge weight to our words? that it is unquefHon* 
^•vf'- ably true becaufe we fay it ? that it is prefumption, it is 
temerity, it is rudenefs hardly pardonable to conteft our 
di^tes ? This is a common pradice, and that which is 
Piov. iii. 7. often prohibited and blamed in Scripture : Be not wife in 
Rom. xiu thine own eyes, fsdth the Wife Man; and. Be not wife in 
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yoiir own cmceits, faith the Apoftle ; and, Tfayi through SERHf. 
ike grace given unto me^ to every man that is among you, ^Xl. 
not to think of him/elf more highly than he ought to <*««*; R^^Jj^UTal 
iui to think foberly, according as God hath dealt to every 
man the meqfure of faith* 

The great reafonablenefs of which precepts will appear 
by confidering both the abfurdity and the inconveniences 
of the prance which they forbid. 

If we do refledl either upon the common nature of 
flden^ or upon otir own coniHtution, we cannot but find 
our conceits of our wifilom very abfurd : for how can we 
take ourfelvei for wife, if we obferve the great bUndnefs 
of our mind, and feeblenefs of human reafon, by many 
palpable arguments difcovering itfelf ? if we mark how 
painfiil the feaich, and how difficult the comprehenfion is 
of any truth ; how hardly the moft fagacious can defcry 
any thing, how eafily the m^ judicious miftake; how 
the moft learned everlafiingly difpute, and the vrifeft irre* 
eoncileably claih about matters feeming moft familiar and 
facile ; hOw often the moft wary and fteady do (hift thdr 
opinions ; how the wifer a man is, and the more expert^ 
ence he gaineth, the lefs confident he is in his own judge- 
ment, and the more fenfible he groweth of his weaknefs ; 
liow dim the fight is of the moft perfpicacious, and how 
ihallow the conceptions of the moft profound; how narrow 
is the horizon of our knowledge, and how immenfely the 
region of our ignorance is diftended ; how imperfe£dy 
and uncertainly w;e know thofe few things, to which our 
knowledge reacheth ^; how anfwerably to fuch experience 
we are told ih facred Writ, that (very man is brutifh inhisjtuT. u. 
knowledge; that the Ijord knoweth the thoughts of man, ^^' ^^^^* 
that they' are vanity; that vain man would be wife, though 1 Cor. iu. 
he be bom like an aff^s colt, (that is, he is naturally wild j^^ ^i. 19. 
and fiupid;) that wifdom is hid from the eyes of all m^, job xivHU 
and is not found in the land of the living; that the lhoVightSyf\^^[^^ 



^ GLuamcunque partem rerum hamanarum divinanimque comprehen- 
deris, ingenti copia quserendarum ac difcendarum fatigaberis. Sen, Ep, 
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SERM. of mortal men are miferahley and our devices uncertain: 
LXI. if we^ I fay, do confider fuch things, how can we but find 
it ftrange, that any man (hould admire his own wifdom, 
feeing that he thereby doth exempt himfelf from the 
common adjunct of his nature, and forgetteth himfelf to 
beaman? 

If alfo a man particularly refle£ieth on himfelf, the 
fame praftice muft needs appear very foolifh; for that 
every man thence may difcover in himfelf peculiar impe- 
diments of wifdom ; every man in his complexion and in 
his condition may find things- apt to pervert his judgment) 
and obftru£t his acquifition of true knowledge. Is his 
temper fanguine ? thence becometh he quick, rafh, cre- 
dulous, confident and peremptory, flippery and fickle : is 
it phlegmatic? thence is he (low and heavy; difiident, 
pertinacious, and iliff in his conceits : his mind is either 
foft and limber, fo as eafily to receive the impreffions of 
falfehood fpecioufly reprefented; or hard and tough, fo 
that he cannot readily admit inftruftion in truth, or cor* 
reftion of error. His wealth diftra£fceth, or his poverty 
difturbeth his thoughts 5 profperity fwelleth his* mind up 
into v^ prefumptions and fatisfa^ons, or adverfity 
finketh it down into unreafonable defpondencies and dif- 
likes of things ; plenty breedeth flbth, want createth 
trouble, indifpofing him to think well ; eafe doth ruft his 
parts, and bufinefs weareth them out; inclination, intereft, 
company, prejudice, do forcibly fway his apprehenfioiis.; 
fo that no man can get himfelf into,' or keep himfelf 
fteady in a perfeft balance, requifite for exaft judgment of 
things I no man therefore can obtain a degrfee of wifdom, 
whereof he may with any reafon be conceited 5 the wifeft 
men furely upon fuch experience have been little fatisfied 

pR)v.iii.2. with their (hare: Surely ^ faith one, I am m^re Irutijh 
than any man^ and I have not the underjbmding ofaman^r 

P&i. Ixzjii.and, Sofooltjhj faid another, was J, and ignorant; I was as 

^^' a hecLJi before thee: this conceitednefs therefore is very 

abfurd, and an ar^ment of notable ignorance and folly ; 
neither is there perhaps any more plain inftance or de- 
monftration of general folly reigning among men than 
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this, that commonly we are fo blind and ftupid as not to SERM. 
difoern and refent our own folly : If any man^ faith St^ J^Xl. 
Paul, thinkeih that he knoweth any things he knoweth not 1 cor. viii. 
uay thing yet as he ought to know ; that is, if any man 3* 
cOnceiteth himfelf to be confiderably wife or intelligent, 
it is a plain fign that he is very ignorant, and underftand* 
eth little to any purpofe. 

So it is, if we confider ourfelves fingly ; and it is more 
fo, in comparifon to others ; for what ground can a man 
have of arrogating to himfelf a peculiarity of wiidom or 
judgment? to deem himfelf extraordinary in that, to 
which there are no other than ordinary means of arriv- 
ing ? to fancy himfelf wifer than any other, whenas (fe- 
chiding accidental differences, that cannot be accounted 
fcH-} all men have the fame parts and faculties of foul, the 
lame means and opportunities of improvement, the fame 
right and liberty of judging about things ? Did not he, 
"who formeth thefpirit of man within him, put into every Zcch.aii.i. 
man that heavenly mark, whereby we difcem and judge 
of things ? is not every man concerned in that faying of 
Elihu, There is ajpirit in men, and the iff/piration of the*Et ^^t^u 
Almighty giveth them under/landing? do not the fo^n-j^^'^^.. 
tains of knowledge (natural delight, divine revelation, s. 
human inftru^on, continual experience) ftand open to 
all ; and are no lefs common to men, than is the air they 
breathe, and the fun which equally (hineth on them all ? 
Is God, the donor of wifdom, partial in the diftribution of 
it? doth not that overture reach indifferently to all. If any Jam, u 5. 
man lack wifdom^ let him ajk of God, who giveth to all men 
lUerallyf^^and it Jhall he given him f may not others be 
as inquifitive, as induftrious, as fincere as we in the fearch 
of truth? why not then as fuccefsful in finding it? Is there 
any private chink, through which light (hineth only upon 
us^ or truth may be efpied? is there any cunning by- 
path, in which we alone, with more expedition and fecu- 
lity than others in the common roads, can travel on to- 
ward knowledge ? What patents have we to (hew for a 
monopoly 0/ reafon ? what right have we to engrc^s any 
knowledge? who hath granted us a privilege of fure 
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l88 Of Self'Conceii. 

SERM.judgitient^ or an exemption from error? bow can we in 
^^^« trial of things ckim more than a fingle vote ? or why 
""""^"^ ifhould ouf word have more height thati any other ? . may 
ttot any man with as much reafon prefer his judgment 
before ours, as we before his? and if we blame him for it, 
do we not thereby condemn ourfelves fqhr drftfg the like ? 
if we do know but the fame things, of frame the fanie 
judgments with others, bow can we be conceited of 
that virhich is pf omifcuous ? if we pretend to abftrufe no- 
tions, or hold forth paradoxes, how can that be grfirund 
0f boaiiing, feeing the caufe ftandetfa contefted by atitfao- 
rity no lefs than our own, and that it is vain to triumph 
over the opinions of others heitfr6 we have conquered 
them? why in fuch eafed is it not reafonable to prefume, 
that among the many diflenters from us, there are fome 
who have as much fenfe as we, and who have weighed 
the itiatter with no lefs care, no lefe ifidiffcrency ? In fine, 
may not any man with good caufe propoimd to us that 
JobzT.s^g.expoftulatiovi in Job : if a/2 ihcu heKttd thefecret of God f 
and dofi thou re/irain tvifdom to th^jfelff What knoweft 
$houy thai we know not ? what underjiandeft thou, which is 
mtinusf 

Sudh conceitednefsr therefore is very abfurd ; and it is 

no left hurtful ; for many great inconvehienefcs, many M 

miichiefs f|:(rmg from it, fuch as gave the Prof>bet caitfe 

If. V. 31. to denounce, tVbe tmio them that are wife in their own 

m/es, and prudent in their mm conceit: it hath many wtiy§ 

bad infinence on our fotds, and on our lives ; it is ofon 

our cafe, which was the cafe of Babylon, when the Pm* 

ICxlvii. io.pfaet 6ad of ft, Th/ wifdofn and thy knowledge hath per* 

verted thee ; f$r thou hqftfcM in thy heart, I am, arid none 

dfe hefide me. 

Hsec eft It i» a great bar to the getting wi^filom, to» the peceiv" 

r^rafa u ^"6 inftni£tion and right information aibotit tbiAgH; for 

entia, im- he that takcth himfelf to be abundantly knovindg, or iii^ 

effdfe^offe. comparably wife, vwH not c^tre to learn, will feom to b^ 

Hfrr.Mff/rtf taught; he thenee becometh more incapable di wifdom 

Provfu.^ than a mere idiot; fo did Solcmion oMerte, Se^ thou, 

^^' laid he^ a man w\fe in his own conceit P there is more hope 
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^ a fool than of turn : of a fool th^t i$ fenfibte oi hi$ ig* SERlM^t 
noranqe, there may be hope, that he fnay by inftru&icHi ^^^' 
become wife; b^t he that taketh himfelf to want no 
inilru&ipn, or to be above learning, i& in a 4efperate QOVr 
ditioQ «J. 

It refidereth men ii> doubtful or diiScuIt caf^s unwil}^ 
ii^ to feek, wd igmpt to tak^ advice $ he wil) not car$ 
for or admit any counfellor but himfelf 5 hence he under* 
taketh and eafily is deceived, and incurreth diiappoint- 
ment, damage^ difaflers in his aflairs. As it is moil ipci* 
dent to weak, inconiideratej lazy perfons, who bav^ not « 
capacity, will not yield attention, or take pains to gf^t 
ri^t Botions of things, fo it doth fmother all Uiduftry^ 
consideration, ^d circumfpe^on ; for fuch perfons think 
they ni^i^ no labour in fearching truth, no care in weigh- 
ing arguments, no diligence in pbferving things ; they 
can eafily ^t firft fight defcry all, and penetrate to the 
bottpni of things ; tbey have a|t eafy rat^s the plesdtire of 
fancyii^ ti^emfelv^ wife ; why (hould tbey fpend farther 
paini? to d|fpoflfeft tbpir^ejves of that pleaf>^'e, or to intrp-r 
duce another lefs fatisfa£tory ? thus is the Jluggard^ a^Prov.zivi. 
S<4oinpn faith, wifer in his own conceit, than Jeyen men 
that cqn rpr^^ a r^fm^ 

\\. ren4er^l^ u^ very ra(b and precipitant in judging \ 
for the fird ihews pf things, or the mpft Render argu* 
Wents, vyrhiiQh pffer tbpmfelves, l>eing w^fied, aad ^- 
grav^tpd fron^ opiiupn cpnperning purfejve§, dp fway QUI 
jiuj^ept^ apd draw. forth ^ fudden refolutipn firpm us; 
it Ts^y wft pi-efently fupppfe, l)e y^ry reafonable, becftufe 
it f^ej^tl^ r^p|ia1::^le to us, 

IJegee |dfo w^ p^rfift ol^flinate nad jncprrjgibie iq 
cqrpf i for wh^t r^etfon c^n be effiqapious to replaim hki 
li^fe Q|Uni<9i is tl|ie gre^t^r reafon ? wl^itt argument can 
l)e poij4eTP|i|S pnaugh ^ pujtwsigh his authority? hpi^ 
(m he (the ipw pf wifdpin, the perfpipacipus and pror 
fpwnd p$5ffep) yi^W \hat he h^th en»d ? hov^ Cftn hp p^rt 

* pQto multos potuiiTe ad iapientiam penrenircy nifi pataflent fc pcrreniflfc. 
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190 Of Self-Conceit. 

SERM. wth the fatisfaffion of being always in the right, or en- 
^^^' dure the affront of being any time baffled ? '^ 

It rendereth men peevifli and morofe, fo as to bear 
nobody that diflenteth from them, nor to like any thing, 
which doth not hit their fancy ; to crofs their opinion or 
, humour, is to derogate from their wifdom; and being 
in their appreheniion fo injured, they find caufe to be 
angry. 

It rendereth them infolent, and imperious in converfa- 
tion, fo as to dictate, and impofe their conceits upon 
others* He that is conceited of his own wifdom, will 
imagine that upon that advantage he hath a right to pre^ 
fcribe, others an obligation to fubmit; eo ipfo he be- 
cometh a common mafter and judge ; and they are cul- 
pable, who will not yield him a credulous ear, who will 
not Hand to his decifion. 

Hence alfo do men become fo carping and cenforious; 
for if any man's words do not jump with their notions, 
if any man's aftions be not conformable to their rules, 
they ftraightway rife up to condemn them of folly, of 
faultinefs. 

Yea hence men become intolerably pragmatical; for 
they conceit themfelves better to know another's con- 
cernments than he himfelf doth, and fo will intrude his 
advice, will be angry if his advice be not followed. 

To fuch inconveniences and iniquities this ill difpofitlon 

expofeth us, and to many others ; for it is indeed that in 

fcffeft, which the holy Scripture reprefenteth as the fource 

of all impious and wicked courfes 5 to which men betray 

themfelves, while taking themfelves to be wife, they do 

ftiffly adhere to their own imaginations and devices, 

although contrary to the prefcriptions of divine wifdom, 

to the di6bites of common reafon, to the admonitions of 

Jcr.xiii.io.fober and good men: We willy fay they in the Prophet, 

▼i. 19. walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the 

Ifa. Ixv. a. imagination of his' evil heart : and, 1 have fprectd out iny 

"• ^' hands all the day unto a rebellious people; which walketk 

in a way that is not good, after their own thoughts : and, 

Dcut. xxix. Jjf he bleffeth himfelf faying, IJhall have peace, though I 
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Of Self'Qmceit. 191 

walk in the imagination of my heart: and. So I gave them SERM. 
unto their own heart's Ivfl^ and they walked in their own LXI. 
cpunfels. Thefe are defcriptions of 1^ men, implying felf- ^JT] — T^ 
conceit to be the root of their impiety. la. 

2. Again, we are apt to conceit highly and vainly of ^^* *' ®^ 
pur moral qualities and performances; taking ourfelves Ka. Uvi. 4. 
for perfons rarely good, perfeft, and blamelefs; apprehend- 
ing no defe£ts in our fouls, or mifcarriages in oiir lives, 
although indeed we are as full of blemiihes, we are as 
guilty of faults as others ; There is, faith the Wife Man^ Prov. xxji. 
a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not ^^' 
wajhedfrom their Jilthinefs ; to this generation we belong, 
if we admire our virtues, if we juftify our lives, if (as 
it is faid of the Pharifee) we trti/i in our/elves that we are Luke xyuI 
righteous. ^-/.^j-**- 

This praflice doth include great folly, and it produceth 
great mifchiefs. 

It is very foolifli, and argueth the greateft ignorance 
that can be ; for fuch is the imperfedion, the iropotency, 
the impurity of all men, even of the wifeft and beft men, 
(difcemible to them who fearch their hearts and try their 
ways, ftridUy comparing them to the rules of duty, God's 
laws, and the dictates of reafon,) that no man can have 
reafon to be fatisiied in himfelf or in his doings : every 
man looking into himfelf, fhall find his mind fo peftered 
with vain and filthy thoughts; his will fo perverfe, fo 
froward, fo weak, fo unfteady ; his defires fo fond and un- 
warrantable; his paffions fo diforderly and ungovernable; 
his affe^lions fo mifplaced, or at leaft fo cold and dull 
in regard to their right objeds ; his refolutions toward 
good fo weak and flack; his intentions fo corrupt^ or 
mixed with oblique regards; he that obferveth his a£lion8, 
(hall in the beft of them (as to the principles whence they 
rife, as to the ends they drive at, as to the manner of their 
performance) find fo many great defailances, that he will 
fee caufe rather to abhor than to admire hunfelf. 

Who, let me a(k, doth love God with all his foul, fo as Hicr. in 
to place in him his total content and delight, fo as to do J*"*^*^* ^^ 
all things out of love to bim, with a regard to his honour 
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I9» Of Si^-ConcmU 

SERM. 30d ferviee? fo as to be wiUhig and glad to part with all 
•^^^* thmg« for his lake ? who hath that conftant and lively 
fexiie of God's benefits and mercies that he ihould have? 
who hath a perfect refignatkm of will to his pleafure^ fo 
as to be difpleafed with no event difpenfed by his hand? 
who hajth fiioh a vigour of faith and confidence in h}ni5 as 
will fupport him in all wants, in all diftrefles, in all temp- 
tations, fo as never to be difquieted or difcouraged by 
them, fo as to cqji on God (as he is commanded) all the 
cares of his foul and burdens of his life ? who conftanjtly 
maintaineth a fervour of fpirit, a fleadinefs of refolution, a 
clear and calm frame of foul, an abftra£lednefs of mind 
irom worldly deiires and delights ? who continually is 
fervent and undiftraAed in his devotion? who with an 
unwearied and inceflant diligence doth watch over his 
thoughts ? who doth entirely command his paffions, and 
bridle his appetites ? who doth exaftly govern his tongue? 
who is perpetually circumfpeA over his actions? who 
loveth his neighbour as himfelf, feeking his gpod, and de^ 
lighting therein as in his own j being forry for his adver-* 
fities, as if they had befallen himfelf? who feeleth that 
contrition of fpirit, that fliame, that remorfe for hi$ fins, 
or that deteflation of them^ which they deferve ? who is 
duly fenfible of his own xmworthihefs ? Very few of us 
furely, if we examine our cionfciences, can anfwer, that we 
are they who perform thefe duties ; and if not, where 
is any ground of felf-conceit ? how much caufe rather is 
there of deje£Uon, of difpleafure, of defpifing ^nd detefting 
ourfelve? \ 
The Dona- There have indeed been feds of men (fuch as the Nova- 
miffionem tians and the Pelagians,) who have pretended to perfect 
P^^^J?^ tion and purity; but thefe men, one would think, did 
dads, quail never read the Scripture, did never conftiit experience, oio 
hablmtis J^^ver refleft on their minds, did never compare their pra^ 
ipfi pecca- tic© With their duty; had no confcience at all, or a very 
Q?.*iib?'2. ^^d and ftupid one. IVTio can fay, I have made my heart 
^^•"•..^•cfea?t> lam pure from my fin P was a queftion of Solomon, 
ao. to the which he thoi^ht no man could anfwer affinn*^ 

x^.llllly. ^^ivdy of himfelf: Ifljujiify^ myfelf, my own mouihjhall 

4, iv. 18. ix. si (Pfal. czliii. 3.) 
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Of Self-ConceiL 193 

condemn me; iflfiy I am perfeB^ it Jhall prove me per^ SGRM/ 
verfe; was the afleveration of that perfon, whofe virtue J^XI. 
had iindergone the fevered trials: In many things u'«jam.m. a. 
offend all, was the confeffion of an Apoftle in the name 
of the wifeft and beft men* 

Such men indeed (in contemplation of themfelves and 
of their doings) have ever been ready to think meanly of 
themfelves^ to acknowledge and bewail their unworthi- 
nefs, to difclaim all confidence in themfelves, to avow 
their hope wholly to be repofed in the grace and mercy of 
God ; (in his grace for ability to perform fomewhat of 
their duty ; in his mercy for pardon of their oflfences ;) to 
eonfefs themfelves, with Jacob, lefs than the leaji of God*s^^' ***"• 
mercies ; ."With David, that they ar^ worms, and no men;Vi,xx\\. e. 
with Job, that they are vile, and unable to anftver God, J®?? *'• 4- 
calling them to account, in one cafe of a thou/and; that 2. 
they abhor themfelves, and repent in du/l and ajhes; that 
after they have done all, they are unproftable Jerva?its.^ukc xvii. 
And is he not very bUnd who doth fee in himfelf thofe^^* 
perfedions which the greateft faints could not defcry in 
themfelves ? is he not infinitely vain that fancieth himfelf 
more worthy than they did take themfelves to be ? 

In fine, every man is in fome kind and degree bad, fin- 
fill, vile ; it is as natural for us to be fo, as to be frail, to . 
be fickly, to be mortal : there are fome bad difpofitions 
common to all, and which no man can put off without his 
flefli ; there are fome, to which evei^ man (from his tem- 
per, inclination, and conilitution of body or foiil) is peculi- 
arly fubjeA, the which by no care and pain can be quite 
extirpated, but will afford during life perpetual matter of 
conflifii and exercife to curb them : conceit therefore of 
our virtue is very foolifh. 
And it breedeth ipany great mifchiefs. 

Hence doth fpring a great fecurity, and carelefsnefs ^a" ♦«• 
of correcting our faults ; for taking ourfelves to be well, john ix. 
we fee not any need of cure, thence feek none, nor admit '**' 
any. . 

Yea, hen^ rifeth a contempt of any means conducible to 
our amendmcait, fucfi as ^ood advice and wholefome re- 
VOL, m. o 
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h^ Of Self^Concek. 

S-BHM. proof; to adviie fuch an one is to accufe him wrongftdly, 
♦ ** to reprove him is to commit an outrage upon his preiiuned 
integrity of virtue. Hence aMb proceedeth a negleft of 
imploring the grace and mercy of God; for why fhould 
perfons of fo great ftrength crave fuccour ? how fhouU 
they beg pardon, who have ib little fenfe of guilt ) It is. 
for a weak perfon to cry. Lord help mc ; it is for a Puhli- 

Luke xviii. can to pray, God be merciful unto me afinner. 

It breedeth arrogance and prefumption even in devo-* 
tions,^ or addrefles to God, inducing fuch perfons in tin- 
feemly manner to juftify themfelves before God, to claim 
Angular intereft in him, to mind him, and as it were to 
tipbraid him with their worthy deeds, to thank Jiim for 
their ima^nary excellencies ; like the conceited Pfaarifee> 

^uke xvUi. Qody I thank thee, that I am not as other men, extortioners, 
unju/i, Qdulterers"^! fq/i twiee a week, I give tithes ofali 
thot I pojfefs. They cannot demean themfelves toward 
God as miferable finners, who fancy themfelves as admi- 
rahle worthies, and gallants in virtue. 

AUb, a natural refult thereof is a haughty contempt of 
others> veo^ting itfelf in a fupercilious and fiifluous demean* 
X)ur; fo it was in the Pharifees,, who, faith St. Luke, 

Luke zTiii. trtffted in tliemfelves that they were righteozis, and de/pifed 

^' others. Such perfons, obferving or fufpe&ing defe£b and 

mifbdbayi&urs in others, but difceming none in thi^nfelves, 
do ip their opinion advance themfelves above their bre- 
thren, and accordingly are prane to behave themfelves to- 
ward then^ : fuch men as they are the efpecially good 
m^n, the godly> the iaints, the flower of mankind, the 
(^ho^ce QVfih the dariings of God, and £AVourites of Heaven, 
tjb/s fpepial objeAs of divine love and care : others are im- 
pure and profane, reje6huieous and reprobate people, to 
whom God beareth no good^-will or regard*; hence pro- 
ceedeth a contemptuous difregard or eftrangednefs toward* 
other mpn ; like that of thofe feparatifis in t^ Prophet, 

If. Uy. 5. who, nptwithflajiding they were a people proyokbtg Ood to 
anger continually to his face, were yet, in conceit of their 
Qwn ft)ecial purity, ready to^ fay, Stand by thyfelf, come 
not mar to me^fott I am holier than thou.: whereas thofe 
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Of Self-Oonceh. rg^ 

"^koy fdbefiy reileAing on their nature/ t&tir hfeart^i th^ S£ll1l« 
^^grsi.do friime a idgbt judgment canhaidly J^XI^. 

eft^9) aoy xnan woxib than themfelves;^ djey percem 
Cbemfelv^ fo frail, fo defednioiusj fo^culpabk^.as to find 
gifeat ceafoQ for tbeic con^liaiace. vridi thofe ap6ftplioal 
p«ecept»; in hwlmefs of mind, lei emch man e^e&m otkets^^^-'"- 3* 
ifetler than bimfeif^ In hovotir .prefer <me ctmtker. Rom. ill. 

This likewife difpofeth men tx3 expedl more than ordU '^' 
tjiaary regard &om others ; and they are much difpleafed^ if 
tliey find it not in degisee artfWevabIb to then* corteeit of 
liremfelVea; taldng them for filly, enviouf> ot injouiotw 
pfidoDs, who fbrbear tb yield it: fuch excellent peribns 
tnisSi in all things be humour^, and cockered, otherwife 
you greaibly wrong tJiem* 

Hesice aUb iuch men^ eafily become difcont^t^^ and 
mij^ent ; for i£ they be' oroffi&din any thihg, if d»y mi& 
jfortiine tcfudhertli them,, they tateit very ill; fuppdfing 
ihfiy deferve it not, but are worthy of better ufage and 
fortune. - 

In fine, as this caufeth a man to behave himfelf unto- 
imanUy in irfpedt ta all otKer^, ^iOWard God atid' toward 
his nei^bour,) fo thence he moftutlbefeemingly carrieth 
himfelf toward, himfelf 5 he is no faithful friend, no good 
companion to himfelf, but a fond minion, a vile flatterer^ 
or a profane idolater of himfelf: for (like Narciffus) being 
tranfported with conceit of liis own incomparable beauty 
Or excellency, he i^aketh love to and courteth himfelf; 
finding delight in fuch conceit, he by all means cherifheth 
it, glozing and flattering himfelf (as the Pfalm hath it) in Pfa. xxxvu 
his own eyes; reprefenting his qualities to his imagination ^* 
in faHe fhapes, he devoutly adoreth thofe idols of his 
biain. Farther, 

3. Self-conceit is alfo frequently grounded upon other 
inferior advantages; upon gifts of nature, (as ftrength, 
afitivity, beauty;) upon gifts of fortune, {&) called,) as birth, 
vrealth, dignity, power, fame, fuccefs ; upon thefe things 
men ordinarily much value themfelves, and are fl:rangely 
pofied up with vain opinion, taking themfelves from them 
tp be great and happy perfons 5 but feeing (as we touched 

o % 
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196 Of Self'CanceiL 

S£RM. before) thefe things are in themfelves little valuable, (ai 
LXI, ferving no great purpofe, nor furthering our true happi* 
nefs;) feeing they are not commendable, (as not depending 
on our free choice, but proceeding from nature or chance;) 
feeing they are not durable or certain, but eafily may be 
fevered from us; the vanity of felf-conceit founded on 
them is very notorious, and I ihall not infift more to de- 
clare it; I fhall only reconmiend the Prophet's advice 
Jer. iz> M, concerning fuch things : Let not the wife man glory in his 
^^' wifdom, neither lei the mighty man glory in his might, let 

not the rich man glory in his riches : but let him that glo' 
rieth glory in this, that he underjiandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercife lovingkindnefsj judg- 
ment , and righteoufnefs in the earth : that is, nothing v^ith- 
in us or about us fhould elevate our minds, excepting the 
afliirance that God doth govern the world, being ready to 
proteft and fuccour us, to difpenfe mercy and juftice to 
us J fo that how weak and helplefs foever in ourfelves, yet, 
confiding in him, we ihall never be overwhelmed by any 
wrong or misfortune. 

So much concerning Self-Conceit ; the other parts of 
vicious Self-Love may be referved to another occafion. 
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SERMON LXIL 



OF SELF-COKFIDENCE, SELF-COMPLACENCE, 
SELF-WILL, AND SELF-INTEREST. 



a Tim. iii. a. 
Vor menjhallhe lovers of themfelves, &c. 

OF SELF-CONFIDENCE. 

n. Another Uke culpable kind of felf-love is that of SERM. 
Jelf 'Confidence ; when men beyond reafon, and without I^XII. 
regard unto God's providence, do rely upon themfelves 
and their own abilities, imagining that, without God's 
.diredion and help, by the contrivances of their own wit 
aiul difcretion, by the prevalency of their own ftrength and 
cou^>i,ge0 by their induftrious care, refolution, and aftivity, 
they can compafs any defign, they can attain any good, 
they can arrive to the utmoft of their defires, and become 
fufficiently happy; not confidering, that of God (m z£/Ao/^ Dan. ▼. us. 
hand our breath is^ and whofe are all our ways ; in whq/e Joh^xW.io. 
hand u the foul of every living things and the breath of all 
mankind) aJUi our being and all our ability do abfolutely 
depend; that he manageth and turneth all things, dif- 
penfing fuccef^ according to his pleafure ; that no good 
Jthing cap be performed without the fupply and fuccour of 
Ms grace, nothing can be achieved without the concur- 
rence of his providence ; that, the way of man is not in Jcr. x. aa- 
himfelf it is not in man that walketh to direSk hisfteps; 

03 
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198 Of Self 'Confidence. 

6ERM, that the preparations^ of the heart in man^ and the anfwer 
LXII. qJ ^^ tongue, is from the Lord; that, although a man's 
Pfov.xvi. 1. heart devifeth his way, yet the Lord dire&eth hisjleps ; that 
Vx ai ^^ *'^^ isfaved hy the multitude of an hq/i, a mighty man 
xx/a4. 15 not delivered by muchjlrength, a horfe is a vain thing for 
^J*J'"*"*/a/'e/y; The race is not to thefwift, nor the battle to the 
EcclcC ix. Jlrong; that (as St, Paul, one abundantly furnifhed with 
abUitie^ tiuUng his de%ixs as any man can be, doth aci- 
a Cor. iii. knowle|%e) we are not Jiifficient of ourfelues to think any 
5. 11. 16. ffiifig^ lut our fufficiency is of God : thefe oracles of truth, 
and even dictates of reafon, no lefs than principles of re- 
ligion, they confider not, who confide in their own abili- 
ties, with which nature or fortune do feem to have fiimiflicd 
them. 
This is that inftance of felf-love, which the Wife Man 
Prov.ni. 5, bxddeth us to beware of; Tr^/l, faith he, in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not to thine own under/landing ; in 
all thy ivays acknowledge himy and hefhM direSi thy path. 
This is that w*ich he Gondemneth £is ftxJlifli, and oppofite 
Prov.xxviii.to wife proceeding: He that trtifteth in his own heart is 
'^* a fool ; but whofo walketh wifely ^fhall be delivered. 

Tilts id that which fmothereth devotion, and keepeth 

— eequum men from having recourfe to God 3 while they thiidt \i 

rfcparabo ^^^^^^ *^ ^ **^' **^ which they have in their power, or 

have means of obtaining; this confequently depriveth 

them of divine aid, which is afforded only to thofe who 

feek it, and confide therein. 

This often engatgeth men to attempt things raflily, and 

caufeth them to cctoie off unhappily; God interpofing to 

crdfc thetn, wkh purpofe to cur^ their error, or confouiid 

thfeir pfefiimption. ' 

From hfence, if God ever fuffereth their attempt to pro- 

fpftf, they facrilcgioufly and profanely arfdgate to ihwn- 

Habak.i. felvcff the fuOGfefft, ^crgf?(?wg to thtir own net, ahdfiyiftg 

Ifa. X. 13. wilh him in the Preset, By thejtrisngth of my hanS KHede 

1 4pne it, and by my wifiom; for I am prudent. 

This caufeth moft men to fail of true content here, and 
of happinefs finally ; while taking them to be, where they 
are not,^at home^ ^ithin tbek qwq luuad or rsaeb^ they 
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negle£k to iearch after them abroad, there where they only SERM* 
do lie^ in the hand and difpofid of God. ISKll. 

OF SELF-COMPLACENCE. 

III. A like aft of blameable felf-love is felf-compla*. 
cenoe, that is, greatly delighting in one's felf, or in the 
goods which he fkncieth himfelf to enjoy, or in the works 
which he performeth ; when men, in conteniplation of their 
works and achievements, go ftrutting about, and faying 
with that" vain prince. Is not this great Babylon^ Ma/ZAai/^Dan.ir.ao. 
luilt P when, reflefting on their poileffions, they applaud 
and blefs tbemfelves, like the rich man in the Grofpel, Sou/, Luke xU. 
(faith he, looking upon his acciunulated ftore,) thou hq/l ^^- 
much goods laid up for many years. Such vain foliloquies 
do men ordinarily make. Thou haft (faith a man to him- 
felf) rare endowments of foul ; a wonderful fkill and abi- 
lity in this and that matter \ thou art mafler of excellent 
things; thou hafl managed very important buiinefs, haft 
accomplifhed hard defigns, haft achieved brave feats, with 
great dexterity and admirable fuccefs, by thy wit and in- 
duftry; thou haft framed and vented very curious orations, 
very facetious fpeeches, very nervous and pithy dif- 
coiufes ; thou haft put obligations upon this man and that} 
thou haft got much credit and intereft amongft men ; the 
world much looketh on thee, loveth and prizeth thee 
hugely, refoundeth with thy fame and praife 5 furely thy 
worth is notable, thy deferts are egregious; how happy art 
thou in being fuch a perfon, in performing fuch things, in 
enjoying fuch advantages I Thus with a fpurious and fil- 
thy pleafure do men rcfleft upon and revolve in their mindi* 
the goods they deem themfelves to pofTefs, and the favour- 
able occjirTences that feem to befall them ; being fond of " 
their ovm qualities and deeds as of their children, which^ 
however they are in themfelves, do always appear hand-i 
fome and towardly unto them ; any little thing is ^reaf 
and ehiinient, any ordinary thing is rare, any indiflfereht 
thing is excellent to them, becaufe it is theirs ; out of any 
thing, how dry and infipid foever it is in itfelf, they fuck 
^'Vaiti and foolifh pleafure. 

04 
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S £ RM. Hence is that honeft and pure delight which they ihouJcl 

LXll. tafte in faith and love toward God, in the hope of future 

celeftial things, in the enjoyment of fpiritual bleffings, in 

the confcience of virtuous pra6kice, quite choked or greatly 

damped. 

Hence alfo that hearty contrition and fober fadnefs, 
which, by refleflion upon their great defefts and frequent 
mifcarriages, they fhould continually maintain in their 
fouls, is utterly itifled. 

Hence alfo that charitable complacency in the welfare, 
and condolei\cy with the adverfities of their brethrieh, is 
fuppreffed ; hence cannot they be fatisfied with any thing 
done by others, they cannot apprehend the worthy deferts, 
they cannot render due commendation to the good deeds 
of their neighbour 5 for while men are fo pleafed with their 
own imaginary felicities, they cannot well difcem, they 
will not be duly affefted with, the real advantages or dif- 
afters of themfelves or of others. 

OF SELF-WILL. 

IV. Another culpable kind of felf-love isfelf -willy («w- 
da^era, pleafing one's felf in his choice, and proceeding 
without or againft reafon;) when a man unaccountably or 
unreafonably, with obftinate refolution, purfueth any courfe 
offenfive to others or prejudicial to himfelf, fo that he will 
not hearken to any advice, nor yield to any confideration 
diverting him from his purpofe, but putteth off" all with a 
— S/a/ pro ratione volunicts: Say what you can, let what 
will come on it, I will do as I pleafe, I will proceed in my 
own way ; fo I am refolved, fo it fhall be K 

This is that generally which produceth in men the wil- 
ful commiffion of fin, although apparently contrary to 
their own intereft and welfare, depriving them of the beft 
goods, bringing on them moft heavy mifchiefs ; this caufe- 
eth them irreclaimably to perfift in impenitence. .Hence 
do they ilop their ears againft wholefome counfel; they 

b ni() £f av atrti^ rt et^rt, fcnxirt ft% tw^t$ 9'uS«». JV/ro apud Dion, C^Jfl 
Oi kfuAiii /r;^v|i»yyM/u0Mf ; Synef. Cah,' 
^id. ScQ. Ep. aa.de Ben. 498. Arr. ii. 15. 
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harden their hearts againft moft pathetical and foftening S£RM. 
difcourfes; they withdraw their Jhoulder; they Jiiffen their LXII. 
9ieck againft all fober precepts^ admonitions, and reproofs 5 j^j^j, -^^^ ^^ 
they defeat all means and methods of correftion; they will Jcr. vii. a6. 
not hear God commanding, entreating, promiiing, threat- Dcut. xxxi. 
ening, encouraging, chaftifing; they will not regard the ^7. 
advices and reprehenfions of friends ; the moft apparent 
confequences of damage, difgrace, pain, perdition, upon 
their ill courfes will not ftir them; their will is impregna- 
ble againft the moft powerful attempts to win and better 
them : let all the wifdom in the world folicit them, with a 
Turn at my reproof; it fliall have occafion to complain, Prov. i. 2a, 
They would none of my eounfelf they dejpifed all my reproof ^*' ^^* 

This is that alfo more particularly, which breedeth fo 
much mifchief to the public, which peftereth and difturb- 
eth private converfation : this maketh converfation harfti, 
and friendftup intolerable c. 

Hence are men in their demeanour fo peevifti and fro- AvSi2«wi» 
ward, fo perverfe and crofsgrained, fo ftifF and ftubbom ; J,7*'*p^/*" 
with much inconvenience to others, and commonly with ^d Diwem^ 
more to themfelves. ^' ^* 

Hence will they not fubmit to the commands of their 
fuperiors, they will not comply with the cuftoms of their 
country, they will not be complaifant in converfation ; but 
e\^ery where raife fa£Uous oppofitions, kindle fierce conten- 
tions, maintain diforderly fingularities : they care not how 
for enjoying their humour they break the peace of the 
world, they difturb the order of things, they create tu- 
mults and troubles in any fociety, they bring vexations 
and mifchief s on others, on themfelves. They do not 
coniider or value the great harm they bring upon the pub- 
lic, nor how much themfelves do fuffer by it; fo they have 
their will, what if the ftate be plunged into confufton and 
trouble ; what if their neighbours be forely incommoded ; 
.what if themfelves lofe their eafe and pleafure ? 
. It jnuft be juft as they will have it ; whaf if ten to one 
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8ERM. think otherwUe) what if generally the wifeft men ar6 
LXIL agreed to the contrary J what if the moft preffing necrfi 
fity of afiairs do not admit it; what if public authority 
(ihofe whom all equity dbth confUtute judges> and to ivhoiti 
God himfelf hath committed the arbitration thereof) do 
not allow it ; yet fo it muft be, becaufe they fancy it, oth&r** 
wife they will not be quiet : fo do they faorifice tbegrieiit- 
eft bene6ts of fociety (public order and peace> mutual love 
and friendiliip, common fafety and profperity) to their pri- 
vate will and humour* 

This is that whibh St. Paid fo oftfen did foAid in word* 
aiid difcountenanced in piaGlice: fob the edification of 
others, to procure advantage to his endeavours, to ihun 
offence, to preferve concord and amity, he waved pleafing 
his own defife and faricy, he complied with the coilceits 
and humours even of thofe who were moft ignorant alid 
weak in judgment ; he even fubje&ed and enflaved hinjfelf 
lu>m. XV. i» to the pleafure of others, dire6ting us to do the like : We 
^* ®" theriy faith he, ihdt arejirongy ought to hear the it^rihiiies 
6f the weak^ and not to pleafe ourf elves: let every one qf m 
pleafe his neighbour for his good to ed^dtion; for even 
Ghri/l pleqfed not himfelf, (he adjoineth thereat example 
1 Cor. X. of our Lord to enforce his own.) Ag^n ; Give none t^^ 
^^' **• *• fonce, faith he, even as I pleafe all men in all things^ not 
Jeeking mine own profit, but the profit of t/ie many, that 
they may be faved: Be ye {herein) followers of me, as lam 
1 Cor. ix. of Chrift: wad again. To the weak became I as weak, that I 
^^' ^^' might gain the weak; I afn made all things to all inen, that 
I might by all means favefome : Though I be free front ail 
me^, (that is, although I have no fuperior, that can com- 
mand me, or oblige me in thefe matters,) yit have I made 
myfelf fervant to ail, that I might gain the more. What 
this excellent perfoh was In thisinftance of mahagingeccle* 
iiaflical difcipline, and promoting tibe Gofpiel, that, both in 
the fame cafes, and in the profecution of all other defigns^ 
in all our cohverfatioh and practice, fhould we likewife be« 
We fhould in no cafe indulge our own humour or fancy, 
but ever look to the reaf6n of the thing, and aSt accord- 
ingly, whatever it requiretb. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



OfSelf'Intvnft. aps 

We ihould never aft without 'ftrlving with competent SERM. 
apl^ication of mind to difcern clearly fome reafon why we I^XII. 
aft 5 and from obferving the diftates of that reafon, no un- " 

accountable caufe (hould pervert us: blind will, head'- 
fird^g inclination, impetuous paiSon, fhould never guide> 
or draw, or drive us to any thing; for this id not to aft 
like a man^ but as a beaft, or rather worfe than a beaft ; 
for beafts' operate by a blind inftinft indeed, but fuch as ib 
planted in them by a fuperior wifdom, imerringly direft*- 
ing^tbem to a purfuit of their true good: but map is left 
in manu conciUi/ui, is obliged (under fore penalties) notWtfd.i.i9» 
to follow blind inclinations or inftinft; but to aft with ferir J^^*' *** 
ovk$ deUberation and choice, to obferve explicit rules and i Cor. z. 
refolutions of reafon. . ^** 

OF SELF-INTEREST. 

V. Another culpaUe fort of felf-love is that offelf-in^vid. Chiyf. 
ier^; when men inordinately or inunoderately do covet j^^^^^**'' 
and ftrive to procure for themfelves thefe worldly goods, 
mereiy becaufe profitable or pkaiant to themfelves, not 
confidering or regarding the good of others, according to 
the ruks of juftice^ of hunmnity, of Chriftian charity; 
when their aifeftlons, their, caies, their endeavours do 
mainly tend to the advancement, advantage, or delight of 
themfelves; they little caring what cometh on it, who 
loibtb, who fufTereth thereby. 

They look upon themfelves as if they were all the world, 
and iia man b^de concerned therein^ or confiderable to 
them J' that the good ftate of things is to be meafurad by 
their condition ; that all is weU, if diey do profper and 
thrive; all ib iU, if they are difappointed in their defires 
and projefts. 

The good of no man, not of their brethrenj not of their 
friends^not of their countiy, doth come with them imder 
^onfideration ; what feandals do arife, what diforders arb 
Cogt^nitted, M^hat o^ifchiefs are cdufed^ they matter not, if 
thoygef fome^hat thereby: \^hat if the Church or State 
be> r^iprodfihedy what if the neighbtmrhood be offended or 
4i|l#^bed> what if the world cry otit arid complain, if they 
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SERM. become richer by it, or have their paflion gratified, or find 
liXII. fom^ pleafure in it ? 

This is the chief fpring of injuftice; for from hence it is, 
that oftentimes men regard not what courfes they take, 
what means they ufe, (how unjuft, how bafe foever they 
be,) toward the compaffing their defigns; hence they tram- 
ple upon right, they violate all laws and rules of con- 
fcience, they falfify their trufts, they betray their friends^ 
they fupplant their neighbour, they flatter and collogue, 
they wind about and fhuffle any way, they detraft from 
the worth and virtue of any man, they forge and vent 
odious flanders, they commit any fort of wrong and out- 
rage, they (without regard or remorfe) do any thing, 
which feemeth to further their defign. 

This is the great fource of uncharitablenefs ; for from 
hence men aflFeA no man otherwife than he feemeth able 
to ferve their turn; the poor therefore is ever (lighted 
and negleSed by them as unferviceable ; the rich only is 
Bonded and refpefted as capable to promote their ends ; 
they become hardhearted toward others, not confidering 
or commiferating their cafe ; they will part with nothing 
from themfelves to thofe who need their relief; they de- 
light in nothing which doth not make for their advantage; 
all their fliews of friendftiip and refped are mercenary, and 
mere trade ; they do nothing gratis^ or for love. 

This is the great root of all the diforders and mifchiefs 
in the world ; this felf-love prompteth men to thofe tur- 
bulent fcramblings and fcufiflings, whereby good order is 
confounded ; this engageth them to defert their ftations, 
to tranfgrefs their bounds, to invade and encroach upon 
others with fraud and violence : did men with any con- 
fcionable moderation mind and purfue their own private 
intereft, all thofe fierce animofities, thofe fiery contentions, 
thofe litter emulations^ thofe rancorous grudges, thofe ca- 
lumnious fupplantings, thofe perfidious cozenages, thofe 
outrageous violences, thofe factious confederacies, thofe 
feditious murmurings and tumultuous clamours, would 
vanifh and ceafe; felf-intereft it is that gives life and 
nourifhment to all fuch prances, the which embroil the 
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world in difcord and diforder. It is not out of pure mad- SERltf^ 
nefs or wanton humour that commonly men engage LXII. 
themfelves and others in thofe bafe and troublefomeZJJ^li^I^ 
courfeS) but out of defien to get by it ; hope of gain to f^^^r cgit 

1 ii" *• If • iT/»i» 1 • in arm*. 

be raked out of public rums and diforders is the prm- Bella pe- 
ciple that moveth them^ the reward they propound toJJJ^"^^**- 
themfelves for their pains in meddling, toward the pro-'mercede.— 
motingthem; like thofe who fet fire on the town^ that 
they may get opportunity to rifle and pillage. 

He that taketh himfelf to be as but one man^ (natu^ 
rally like and equal to others,) conceiving that he ought 
to confider the intereft and right of other men in the fame 
rank with his own^ that he in reafon ihould be contented 
wifh thait {hare which arifeth to him by fair means <^; who 
thence refolveth to be fatisfied with his own lot^ to abide 
quiet in his fiation^ to yield the fame deference and com-« 
pliance to others which he can prefume or pretend to 
receive from them; who defires only to enjoy the gifts 
of Providence and the fruits of his induflry in a due fub- 
ordination to the public peace and welfare ; he will not 
eafily ftrive or flniggle for preferments^ he will not fo- 
ment emulations or fa£iions for his advantage^ he will 
never defign to cozen or fupplant, to detrad or calum- 
niate for advancement of his ends ; he thence will not 
contribute to the mifchiefs and troubles in the world. 

Self-intereft therefore is the great enemy to the com- 
monweal; that which perverteth all rights which con- 
foundeth all order^ which fpoileth all the convenience 
and comfort of fociety. 

It is a practice indeed (this practice of purfuing felf- 
intereft fo vehemently^ fo efpecially above all things), 
which is looked upon and cried up as a clear and certain 
p(Miit <rf wifdom ; the only folid wifdom ; in comparifon 
whereto thofe precepts which prefcribe the pradice of ftriA 
juftice^ ingenuous humanity, free charity, are but pedan- 
tical tattles, or notions merely chimerical; fo the world 

i XJt quifque, maxime ad fuum commodum refert qusecunque agit, ita 
minime eft vir bonus j at qui virCutem prsamio metiantar^ nuHam virtutem 
nifi nafitiam putant, ^c. Cic4 dt Leg. i. 
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SERM: now more than ever feeitietli to judge, and ae^drcKflgljf 
J^^^^' ^Q ^9 and thence is the flate of thing* vifibly fo bad 
and calamitous; thence fo little honefty in dcaliiigs^ 
thence fo little feUtlement in afiairs are difcemible. But 
how falfe that judgment is will appear if the cafe be 
weighed in the balance of pure reafon 5 and moft foolifli 
it will appear being fcanned according to the principles of 
religion. * 

In reafon- ia it not rery abfurd that any i»an fiiouid 
look upon himfdf as nrore than a fingle perfon ; that he 
fhould prefer himfelf before another, to whom he is not 
ill any refpeft faperior 5 that he fhould advance his own 
concernment above the public benefit, which oompre^ 
hendeth his good, and without which his goodr cannot 
. fubfift ? Can any man rationally conceive that he can 
firmly thrive or perfift in a quiet and'iWeet condiiiotf, 
ivhen he grafpeth to himfelf more than is Aie or fittlt^, 
when he provoketh againft himfelf the emuladon> the 
competition, the oppofition, the hatred, and obloquy of 
alf or of many other perfons ? 

May not any man reafonably have the faiiie- apipre- 
hejlfions and ilicEnations as we may have ? may not ariy 
man juftly proceed in the lame manner as we maydb? 
win they not, feeing us mainly to affeft our private inter- 
eft, be induced, and in a manner forced, to do the^ Efe? 
Thence what end can there be of prog^ng and'icram- 
bling for things? and in the conftifion thence arifihg, wha* 
quiet, what content can we enjoy ? • 

Again ; Doth not nature, by implanting in our confti* 
tution a Ibve of fociety and averfation from folitude, in- 
clinatidns to pity and humanity, pleafant complacencies 
in obliging and doing courtefies tcr others, appetites* c€ 
honour and good efteem from others, aptnefe to apprisVQ 
and; like the prafikices of juftice, of fidelity, oP ci3urtefy> 
of beneficence, capacities to yifeld* fticcour andJ Benfefit' tt|. 
our brethren, diftate unto us, that our good^ia iftfeparrfWy 
^pnniSia^cl apd cqqaplicat^ vvitb. thp good of others, fo 
thait it caaiiaot without it* own: impairing, fttbfi$ ajcme^ or 
be fevered from the gpod of^ others j no*' niQre than a 
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Kmb can without fiiffering and deftru£lion be torn from SERM. 
the whole ? 3^X11, 

Is there not to all men in fome meafiire, to fome men 
in a b%her degree, a generofity innate, moft lovely and 
laudable to all; which difpofeth men with their own 
{Kun, hazard, and detriment to fuccour and relieve others 
in diftrefs, to ferve the public, and promote the benefit of 
focJety-5 fo that inordinately to regard private intereftdoth 
thwart the reafon and wifdom of nature ? 

The frame of our nature indeed fpeaketh, that we are 
not bcMTi for ourfelves ; we (hall find man, if we contem- 
plate hiai^ to be a nobler thing than to have been de- 
%aed to ferve himfelf/ or to fatisfy his fipgle pleafufe ; 
his endowments are too excellent, his capacities too large St. Pan], 
for fo mean and narrow purpofes^. How pitiful a crea* 
tare win^ man, if this were all he was made for I how 
forry a fiicuity were reafon, if it ferved not to better ufes t 
he debtifeth himfelf, he difgraceth his nature, who hath 
fo low conceits, and purfueth fo petty defigns. 

Nay, even a true regard to our own private good will 
€5ngage us not inordinately to purfue felf-intereftj it being^ 
much hugged wiU be fmothered and deftroyed. 

As 'we are all bom members of tjie world, as we are 
compa6ted into the commonwealth, as we are incorpo-< 
rated into any fociety, as we partake in any converfation 
or company, fo by mutual fupport, aid, defence, comfort^ 
not only the compion welfare firft, but Our particular be- 
nefit confequently doth fubfift; by hindering or prqu- 
dicing them, the public iirft, in confequence our parti- 
cular doth fuffer | our thriving by the common prejudice 
will in the -end turn to our own lofs. As if one member 
focketh too much nourifhment to itielf, and thence fwell- 
^ mto an exorbitant- bulk, the whole thence incuireth 
difeafe, fb coming to periih or languiih ; whence confe'-- 
qaently that irregular member will fall into a participa- 
tion of ruin or decay : fo it is in the ftate of hiunan cor- 

« . N^ fibi« fed. toti natum fe credere mundo, 
J nailofquc Catonis in aQus 
^ttVrepnt, partemque tulit fibi nata voluptas. ' 
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8£RM. porations; he that in ways unnatural or unjuft (for juf^ 
^Xll. ^^jg jg ijjj^^ jjj human focieties, which nature is in the reft 
of things) draweth unto hinifelf the juice, of profiteer 
pleafure, fo as thence to grow beyond his due fize, doth 
thereby not only create difiempers in the public body,, 
but worketh mifchief and pain to himfelf ; he muft not 
imagine to efcape feeling fomewbat of the inconvenience 
and mifdty which arifeth from public convulfions and 
diforders. 

So doth reafon plainly enough did:ate; and religion 
with clearer evidence and greater advantage difcovereth 
the fame. 

Its exprefs precepts are, that we ihoiild aim to love 
our neighbour as ourfelves, and therefore (hould tender 
his interefts as our own } that we fhould not in competi- 
tion with the greater good of our neighbour regard our 
own lefler good; that we fhould not feek oiu* own things, 
but concern ourfelves in the good of others; that we 
(hould not confult our own eafe and pleafure, but ibould 
Phil. ii. 4. contentedly bear the burdens of our brethren : Look not 
every man to his own things, hut every man alfo to the 
iCoT,x. ^4. things of others ; Let iio man feek his Qwn^ hut every man 
Gal. ii. 6. another* s wealth ; Bear one another* s hurdensj and fo fuU 
\Cot.ji\ufil the law of Chri/i; Charity feeketh not its own: thefe 
*• are apoftolical precepts and aphorifms ; thefe are funda- 

mental rules and maxims of our holy religion. 

It chargeth us induftrioufly to employ our p^s, libe- 
rally to expend our goods, yea (in fome cafes) willingly 
to expofe and devote our lives for the benefit of our bre-, 
jthren. 

It recommendeth to us the examples of thofe who 
have underwent unfpeakable p^ns, lofles, difgraoes, trou-. 
bles, and inconveniences of all kinds, for the furthering 
the good of others ; the examples of our Lord and of 
his Apoftles, who never in any cafe regarded their own 
interefts^ but ipent and facrificed themfelves to the public 
welfare of mankind. 

It reprefenteth us not only as brethren of one family, 
who fhould therefore kindly favour, afGfl, and grace one 
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another, but as members of one fpiritual body, (members SERM, 
one of another,) compacted by the clofeft bands of com- ^^"' 
men alliance^ affe£lion, and intereft; whofe good much Rom. xU. a, 
confifteth in the good of each other ; who ihould together J^^'* *"* 
rejoice, and condole with one another ; who fhould care Rom. zU, 
for one another's good as fpr our own; looking upon*** 
ourfelves to gain by the advantage, to thrive in the pro* 
fperity, to' be refreihed with the joy, to be graced with 
the honour, to be endamaged by the lofles, to be affliifted 
with the crofles of our brethren ; fo that, If, as St. Paul 1 Cor. xii, 
faith, one member fuffer, all the members fu^er with it; if 
one member be honoured^ all the members rejoice with it, 

Thefe which I have already handled are the principal 
kinds of vicious felf-lovej there are farther fome fpeciaj 
afts of kin to them, fprouting from the fame ftock| 
which I fhall touch: fuch as Fain- Glory, Arrogance, 
Talking of One's Self, Thinking about One's Self Qf 
thef^ I fhall treat more briefly. 



TOL. III. 
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SERMON LXIIL 



OF VAIN-GLORY, ARROGANCE, TALKING AND 
THINKING OF ONE'S SELF. 



i 

7, Tim. lit. a. 

Tor menJhaU be lovers ef the^pdveSj kc^ 

OF VAIN-GLORY. 

SERM. When a regard to the opinioif or deflm of the efteem 
LXIII. of men is the main principle from which their anions do 
proceed, or the chief end which they propound to them- 
felves, inftead of confcience of duty, love and reverence 
of God, hope of the rewards promifed, a fober regard to 
their true good, thia is vain-'glory. Such was the vain- 
glory of the Pharifees, who faded, who prayed, who gave 
3datt.Yi. alms, who did all their works that they might he feen of 
ftcxxiii. b'ffienj and from them obtain the reward of efHmatton and 
ttiil. ii. 3. applaufe: this is that which St. Paul forbi(Meth; Let 
nothing he done out ofjlrife or vain-glory. 

When men afFeft and delight in praife from liiean or 
indifferent things; as from fecular dignity, power, wealth, 
ftrength, beauty, wit, learning, eloquence, wifdom, or 
l»fal. xlix. craft : as. There are many^ faith the Pfalmift, that hoajl 
*• themfelves in the multitude of their riches. Nebuchad- 

nezzar was raifed with the conceit of having built a pa- 
lace for the glory of his majefty, Herod was puffed with 
«i^»0»nf applaufe for his oration, the Philofophers were vain in 
^**"'*?*^'2 the efteem procured by their pretence to wifdom, the 
Pharifees were elevatod with the praife accruing from ex- 
ternal a£ts of piety, (fading twice a week, making long 
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Of Vhm- Glory ^ MX 

prajrers^ titbing mint and cumiii ;) all which things being SERM, 
m tbenaielves of little worth, the afieding of praife from LXIII. 
them is noanifeftly fnvolous and vwn. Honour fhould be 
afle6ted only from true virtue and really good works. Rom. ii. 7» 

Thofe who feek ^ory fixwn evil things, (who glory in 
ihmr Jhame^) from prefumptuous tranfgreffion of God'9 
law, {he£torly profanenefs and debauchery,) from outrage- 
ous violence, from overreaching craft, or from any bad 
quaEty, are not oidy vain-glorious, but impudent. 

When men afieA praife immoderately, not being cottr 
tent with that meafure of good reputation which nata- 
rally doth arife from a virtuous and blamelefs life. 

As all other goods, ib thb fhould be affed:ed mode- 
istely. 

It is not worth induftry, or a direft aim. 

When they are unwilling to part with the efteem of 
men upon any account, but rather will defert their duty 
dian endure dilgrace, prising the opinion of men before 
the.fiivorur and approbation of God ; as it is faid of thole 
rulers^ who believed in owr Lard^ but becaufe of the Pha- John xiK 
rifees did not amfefs him, that they might not be put out ^' 
oftkefyn^gogue^for they loved the glory of men, rather 
than the. glory that is of God; and thofe to whom our 
Savioiar faid, Hmv can ye believe^ who receive glory from John r. 44. 
one another, but do not feek the glory that is if God P 

When they purfue it irregularly, are running and po- 
litic .to procure it, hunt for it in oblique ways, lay gins, 
traps^ and baits for it; fuch are oftentation of things com- 
moEidable, £air ipeeches, kind looks and geftures, devoki 
of finceiity, &c. Such ways ambitious and popular men 
do ufe; 

This pra&ice is upon-many accounts vain and culpable, t^ tirt>Xs 
and it produceth great inconvranence. ^'^^t- 

I. It is vain, becaufe unprofitable. Is it not a foplifh •••«'^«^*''- 
thing- for a man to affisft that which little concemeth fiaT* 
him to have, which having he is not confiderably bene- 
fited} ^ch maaifisftly is the good opimon of men; how 
doth tfaat reach us? Do we feel the commotions of their 
£mcyf > doth*their br»th blow us any good ? 

If Of 
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.SERM. a.' It is v£un, becaufe uncertain. How eaffly are the 
LXlll. judgments of men altered ! how fickle are their concdtsf 
Quidcdit the wind of heaven is not more fleeting and variable than 
eras aufcret the wind of popular air. In a trice the cafe is turned 
idem. ^j^h them; they admire and fcom, they approve and 
condemn^ they applaud and reproach^ they court and per* 
fecute the fame perfon^ as their fancy is cafually moved, 
or as fortune doth favour a perfon. Hiftories are full of 
inftances of perfons who have been now the favourites of 
the people, prefentjy the objefts of their hatred and ob- 
loquy. 
--Stuhus 3. It is vain, becaufe unfatisfaflory. How can a man 
Sa^'dat ^ fatisfied with the opinion of bad judges ; who efteem 
mdignis. a man without good grounds, commonly for things not 
deferving regard ; who cannot difcern thbfe things which 
really deferve efteem, good principles and honeft inten- 
tion? Thefe only God can know, thefe only wife and good 
men can well guefs at : it is therefore vain much to prize 
any judgment but that of God and of wife men, which 
are but few. Praife becometh not the mouth of a fool. 
Falfusho. How alfo Can a man rationally be pleafed with the 
&C. ' commendation of others, who is fenfible of his fo great 
mcndcH^*^* dcfefts, and confcious to himfelf of fo many mifcarriages? 
fttm ? vrhich confidering, he ihould be afliamed to receive, he 
ihould in himfelf blufti 10 own any praife. 

4. It is vain, becaufe fond. It is ugly and unfeemly 
to men ; they defpife nothing more than a£ting out of 
this principle. It mifbecometh a man to perform things 
for fo pitiful a reward, or to look upon it as a valuable 
recompenfe for his performances, there being Iconfidera- 
tions fo vaftly greater to induce and encourage him ; the 
iatisfa£tion of confcience, the pleafing God, and procur- 
ing his favour; the obtaining eternal happineis. 
'5. It is vain, becaufe uhjuft. If we feek glory to our- 
fidves, we wrong God thereby, to whom the glory thereof 
. is due. If there be in iis any natural endowment confi- 
derable, (ftrength," beauty, wit,) it is fminGod, the author 
• of our being and life : is there any fiipervenient or acqui- 
fite perfefitibb, (as ikill> knowledge, wifdbm;) It ia from 
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Gcxi> who. gave us the means and opportunities of get- SERM. 
ting it, who guided our proceeding and blefled our induf- ^^^^^' 
try: is there any advantage of fortune belonging to us^ 
(as dignity, power, wealth ;) it is the gift of God, who 
difpehfetfa thefe things, who difpofeth all things by his 
providence : is there any virtuous difpofition in us, or any 
good work performed by us; it is the produfUon of God, 
n^ u/arketh in us io will and 4o do according to his good^\l» ii. i9< 
pleqfiire : have we any good that we can call our own, 
that we have independently and abfolutely made or pur- 
chafed to ourfelves ; if not any, why do we aflume to 
ourfelves the glory of it, as if we were its makers or au- 
thors } it is St. Paul's expoftulation ; JVho mnde thee to 1 ^^r. iv. r. 
d^er^ tuhai hqfithou^ which thou didjl not receive? a«d''°^"*"'*^' 
if thou didft receive it, why dq/i thou glory 9 as if thou had/i 
not received it P 

This is that which maketh this vice fo odious to God, 
who is ienfiUe of the injury done him, in robbing him of 
his due honour: how fenfible he is he fhewed in that 
great inftance of fmiting Herod with a miraculous ven- 
geance $ becaufe he did not give the glory to Goc{, .butAdsxU.s8, 
arrogated glory to himfelf, receiving with complacence, 
the' profane flatteries of the people. He hath faid, I will 
not give my glory to another* 

6. It is vain, becaufe mifchievous. It corrupteth our 
mind with a lewd pleaiure, which choketh the purer 
pleafures of a good cohfcience, fpiritual joy and peace. 

It incenfeth God's difpleafure, who cannot endure to 
fee us a£fc out of fo mean and bafe a principle. 

It depriveth us of the reward due to good works, per- 
formed out of pure confciencei and other genuine prin- 
ciples of piety, 'Av^owo-i w fwo-^oy They have their re- Matt vi. 1. 
ward. 

7. It is vain, becaufe unliefeeming us. 

It is obfervable, that the word /VlT fignifieth to praife 
or applaud, and alfo to infatuate or make mad. 

CMory doth fit unhandfomely upon us, who are fo weak 
and fra^, who are fo impure and finful, who are fo liable 
to reproach and Uame : it is like purple xm a beggar— a 

P3 
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214 Of Arrogance. 

SfiRM. patiegyric upon a fly. When all is faid that can be wcU 
IrXIlI. of ug^ y,f^ are ridiculous^ becaufe a tbau&nd times, more 
Job Mil. i7.n>ight be laid to our difparagement and difgracc. For 
Ifa.xliv.a5.0ue good quality we have many bad, for one good detd 
8i ii, 2. we have done niunberlefs evil. The beft things we luwre 
or do, yield greater nmtter of difpraife than comiiKifidar 
tion, being full of imperfe£tion and blemiih. 

Abfolutely fo ; comparatively much -more ; what are 
vjre in comparifon to God y wbofe excdlency if we coa- 
fider, and our diftance from his perfefttoos, how can we 
admit commendation? how can we take any ihase of that 
which is wholly his due ? 

If we Gonfider evea the bleffed angels and feints,- and 
how far fhort we come of them j what can we fay, but 
praife them who are fo worthy, and a1:^r ourfelvea who 
are fo vile ? 

Seeing there are fuch objects of praife, how can it.be 
conferred on a niiortal^ vile, wretched creatiure} 

OF ARROGANCE. 

When a man (pufied up with conceit of his own alu- 
fities, or unmeafurably afieAing himfelf) doth^^ affimse to 
himfdlf that' which doth not belong to him; (more than 
in reafon and juftice is his due in any kind, more honour, 
miore power, more wifdom, &c.) 

When he encroacheth on the rights, invadeth the li- 
berties, intrudeth into* the offices, intermeddleth with the 
bufinefles, impofeth on the judgmems of otfaecs. When 
he will be advifingj teaching, guiding, checking, controll- 
Hig others, without their le^ve or liking. 

When he will unduly be exercifing jia^gment and cen* 
fure upon the perfons, qualities, imd anions of his ua^" 
hour. 

Thefe are inilances and^ arguments of vicious feif-love. 
iSe that doth rightly underftand and dxdy affeft himfelF 
will .contain himlelf within his own bounds, wiE mind his 
own afiairsy will fufier every manr uiwMniliedly to ufe his 
0wn right and liberty in judging and a£ting. 

The efieSs of ihis pra&ice are, diflenfions^ difialssfao^ 
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tiohs, grudges. Sec. for men cannot endure fuch fond SBRM. 
md unjuft ufurpations upon their rights, their liberties, LXHI. 
their reputations. 

OF TALKING OF ONE'S SELF. 

IlepiauToXoyia, Talking about one's felf is an effedl and 
manifeft fign of immoderate felf-love. 
- It may ieem a very Sender and particular mattei^, but is 
df great ufe to be oonfideied and correAed. 

To talk jEQueh of one's felf, of his own qualities, of his 
concernments, of his a^ons, fo as either downri^htly to 
commend one'& felf, or obliquely to infinuate grounds of 
commendation } to catch at praife; or, hovrever, to drive 
on our own defigha and interefis thereby. 

It is an argument of felf-love, proceeding from a ful- 
oefs of thought concerning one's felf, and a fond afie6tion 
to one's own things; {Out of the abundance of the heartf the Mitt. xii.. 
moutkjpeaketh ; afiiiredly we think much of thsity and we^^* 
like it greatly, concerning which we are prompt to dif* 
courfe : the imaginations and affections difcbarge tbem*^ 
iAves »t iktG mouth.) 

. This is a foolish and hurtful prafdce. For, 

1. It is vain, and hath no effeft. We thereby fe^ to 
lecMQmend ourfelves to the opinion of men ; but we fail 
themn ; for our words gain no belief. For no mah is 
looked upon as a good judge or a faithful witnefs in his 
own cafe ; a good judge and a faithful witnda mufb be 
indftfiet^m and difiirtserefted ; but every man is efteemed to 
be fiarvourabfe, to be pi^rtial in his o^nion concerning 
himfelf 3 to be apt t^ flrain a point of truth and right in 
paflBng tdtanony or fentence upon himfelf : he therefore 
diat ^sdceth of faimfdf is not believed, his wohls have no 
good efTeft on the hearers : it is true what the Wife Matt 
oMbrveth ; M6/i men uHll proclaim ever^ one his own good- Pra«v. m.s. 
fiefsf but a faithful man who can find? (but it is hiil<d to 

§«A 4»ie who, in makmg report or pafBng judgment con- 
oenuiig lMi»felf> v^ be faithful and juft.) Koofxi^hm »3Cor.ziU 

2. Yea it ufually hath a contrary eiTeA, and deftroyeth 

P4 
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2i6 Of Talking of One's Self 

SERM. tlial which it aimeth at. Self-commendation id fo tat 
LXIII. from procuring a good opinion^ that it breedeth an evil* 
"""""""^ one. 

Men have a prejudice againft what is faid, as proceeding 

from a fufpeded witnefs ; one who is biafled by felf-love 

d Cor. X. 18. and bribed by felf-intereft to impofe upon them. Not he 

thai commendeth himfelfis approved, - 

sCor.x. 13. It is faitidious^ as impertinent, infignificanl, and ii^pid i 

J^» m^n^ fpending time, and beating their ears to no purpofe 5 they 

w^ia«. take* it for an injury to fuppofe them fbweak as to be 

moved by fuch words, or forced into a good conc^t* 

It is odious and invidious ; for all men do love them- 
felves^ no lefs than we ourfelves ; and cannot endure- to 
fee thofe who afieS: to advance themfelves and rdgn in 
our opinion. 

It prompteth them to fpeak evil of us 5 to fearch for 
faults to cool and check us* * - 

It is therefore a prepofterous and vain way to think of 
gaining credit and love: men thereby infalliUy lofe or 
deprefs themfelves.. 

Of all words thofe which exprefs ourfelves and our 
things, I and mme, Sec. are the leaft pleafing to. men's 
ears. 

It fpoileth converfation^ for he that loveth to fpeak of 
himfelf doth leaft love to hear others fpeak of. themfelves, 
and fo is not attentive. 

If a man have worthy qualities and. do good deeds, let 
them fpeak for him ; they will of themfelves extort com^ 
mendation ; his filence about them, his feeming to negled 
them, will enhance their worth in the opinion of men* 
Prating about them, obtruding them upon men, will mar 
their crecfit ; inducing men to think them done not out of 
love to virtue, but for a vain-glorious defign. Thus did 
TiytmA^ Cicero, thus have many others blafted the glory of their 
♦c^'***'^'^ virtuous deeds. 

3 Cor. xii. 3. Suppofing you get the belief and the praife you aim 
3 Cor. xi, ^^9 *^ ^^y^ complacence therein is bad. or dangerous ; it 
17* is a fond fatisfadion, it is a vicious pleafure ; it puffeth 

up, it brfoOleth« ... 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Of Talking of One's Self. ai; 

4. It is againft modefty. It argueth the man hath a SERM. 
Mgti opinion of himfelf: if he believe bimfelf what he LXIII. 
faith> he hath fo 5 if not^ why would he perfuade others to 

have it ? 

Modefty cannot without pain hear others fpeak of him, 
nor can with any grace receive commendations 3 it is 
therefore great impudence to fpeak of himfelf, and to feek 
praife. 

5. We may obferve it to foe a great temptation to fpeak 
falfely. Men, when they affeft commendation, will gladly 
have it to the utmoft ; are loath to wrong themfelves, or to 
lofe any thing; they will therefore at leaft fpeak to the 
extreme bounds of what may be faid in their ovm behalf} 
and while they ruh upon the extreme borders of truth, it 
is hard to flop theii* career, fo as not to launch forth into 
falfehood: it is hard to ftand upon the brink, without 
falling into the ditch^ 

It is theiief(»re advifable in our difcourfe to le&ve our- 
felves out as much as may be 5 never, if we can help it, 
to fay, /, mincy &c, never feeking, commonly fliunning and 
declhiing occafion to fpeak of ourfelves: it will bring 
much convenience and benefit to us. 

Our difcourfe will not be offenfive; we {hall decline 
envy and obloquy 5 we fliall avoid being talked of; we 
(faallefcape temptations of vanity; we fhall better attend 
to what Others lay, &c. 

If we will be fpeaking of ourfelves, it is allowable to 
fpeak fincerely and unaffeftedly concerning our infirmities 
and faults ; as St. Paul ddes of himfetf'. 3 Cor. xit. 

There are fome cafes wherein a man may commend *;*** ®^ 
himfelf; as in his otvn defence, to maintain his authority, nsiaorit 
to urge his example, &c. fo doth St. Paul often. He^**'"'"** 
caileth it folly to boaft, (becaufe generally fuch it is,) yet 
he doth it for thofe ends.* 

Let another praife thee, and not thine own mouth; aProv. xxvii. 
ftranger, and not thine oivn lips. ^' 

THINKING OF OURSELVES. 
Thinking of ourfelves with glee and pleafure ; this is a 
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S£RM. great itouri/her of inunoderate felf4ove> for the more they 
^^*-^* indulge to a gazing upon themfelves with delight, the 
more they grow in love, the more paffionately they come 
to dote on themfelves. 

It is good to refle& inward, and to view our fouls; 
but we fhould do it fo as to find a wholefome difpleafw^ 
and regret in behol(Ung ourfelves fo foul and impure, fo 
weak and defeftuous, fo ugly and deformed; if we do thus, 
we ihall not over-love ourfelves. 

Some general Remedies of Self -Love. 

1. To refled upon ourfelves feriouily and impartially, 
Gonfidering our natural nothingnefs, meannefs, baleneft, 
imperfection, infirmity, unworthinefs ; the meannefs: and 
imperfection of our nature, the defeats- and defonnities of 
pur fouls, the failings and nii£ien\eanours of our lives. He 
that doeth this cannot furely find him£df lovely^ and muft 
therefore take it for very abfurd to dote on himfelf. He 
will rather be induced to diflikei defpife, abhor, and loathe 
biimfelf. 

a. To confider the lovelinefa of other bebgs fuperior to 
us; comparing them with ourfelves, and obfervtng how 
very £sur in exceUency, worth, and beauty they tranfcend 
us ; which if w» do, we muft a^^ear no fit objeCta of love^ 
we muft be checked in our dotage^ and diverted from this 
fond affeCtion to ourfelves. It cannot but dazzle our ^es 
and dull o^r aiTeSions to ourfelves. 

If we view the qualities, and exiunples of other men, 
who in worth, in wifdom, in virtue, and piety, do far excel 
usj their noble ^adowmeQts, their heroioal aehtevements; 
what they have done and fuffered in obedience to! God, 
(their ftriCl temperance and aufterity, their laborious in* 
duftry, their felf-denial, their patience, &c.) bo^ cism we 
but in comparifon defpife and loathe ourfelves ? 

If we confider the bleiled angels and faints in g^ory and 
blifs; their purity, their humility, their obedience | how 
can we think of ourfelves without contempt and abhor- 
rence? 

E%€oially if we conten^pla^ the perfe^on, ^e pdiity, 
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the majefty o? God ; how muft this irifihitely debafe us* in SERM. 
our opinion concerning ourfelves, and confequently di- LXIII. 
minifli our fond afiedion toward things fo vile and un- 
worthy ? 

3. To ftudy the acquifition and improvement of charity 
toward God and our neighbour. This will employ and 
transfer our ailerons \ thefe drawing our fouls outward^ 
and fettling them upon other bbjefts^ will abolifh or abate 
the perverfe love toward ourfelves. 

4. To confider^ that we do owe. all we are and have to 
the free bounty and grace of God : hence we fhall fee 
that nothing of efteem or affeftion is due to ourfelves; 
but all to him^ who is the fountain and author of all our 
good. 

5* To dired: our minds wholly toward thofe things 
which rational felf-love requireth us to regard and ieek : 
to concern ourfelves in getting virtue, in performing our 
duty, in promoting our falvation, and arriving to happi- 
ne&j this will divert us from vanity: a fober felf-love 
will fiifle the: other fond felf-love. 
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SERMON LXIV. 



JPROVIDE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT 
OF ALL MEN. 



Rom. idi. 17. 
Provide things honeft in thejight of all men, 

SERM. -i HE world apparently is come to that pafs^ that mea 
^XIV. commonly are afraid or aftiamed of fdigious praftice, 

" hardly daring to own their Maker by a confcientious ob- 

fervance of his laws. While profanenefs and wickednefs 

iGu lit. 9. are grown outrageouily bold^ fo that many declare their 
Jin as Sodom ; piety and virtue are become pitifully bafh* 
ful, fo that how few have the heart and the face openly 
to maintain a due regard to them ? Men in nothing ap- 
pear fo referved and (hy as in avowing their confcience, 
in difbovering a fenfe of their duty, in expreffing any fear 
of God, any love of goodnefs, any concern for their own 
foul. It is wifdom^ as they conceive, to compound with 
God, and to collude with the world ; referving for God 
fome place in their heart, or yielding unto him fome pri- 
vate acknowledgment; while in their public demeanour 
they conform to the world, in commiffion of fin, or negle£t 
of their duty ; fuppoiing that God may be iatisfied with 
the invifible part of his fervice, while men are gratified by 
vifible compliance with their ungracious humours. 

Such proceeding is built />n divers very fallacious, ab- 
furd, and inconfiftent grounds or pretences ; whereby men 
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^regioufly do abufe themfelves and would impofe onSERMv 
others ; namely thefe^ and the like r liXlV. 



They would not, by a fair fhow and femblance of piety, 
give caufe to be taken for hypocrites ; whereas, by dif- 
fembling their confcience, and feeming to have no fear of 
God before their eyes, they incur an hypocrify no lefs cri- 
minal in nature, but far more dangerous in confequence^ 
than is that whii^h they pretend to decline. 

They would not be apprehended vain-glorious for 
affefling to ferve God in the view of men j whereas often 
at the bottom of their demeanour a mod wretched and 
w^brfe than Pharifaical vain-glory doth lie; they for- 
bearing the performance of their duty merely to fhun the 
cenfure or to gain the refpedt of the vileft and vaineft 
perfons. 

They would be deemed exceedingly honeft and fincere, 
becaufe forfooth all their piety is cordial, pure, and void 
of finifter regards to popular efteem ', whereas partial in- 
tegrity is grofs nonfenfe; whereas no pretence can be 
more vain, than that we hold a faithful friendfhip or 
hearty refpe^l for God, whom we openly difclaim or dif- 
regard ; whereas alfo it is eaiily difcemible, that although 
their piety is not, yet their impiety is popular, and affe(fted 
to ingratiate with men. 

They would be taken for men of brave, courageous, and 
mafculine fpirits, exalted above the weaknefles of fuperiti-r 
tion and fcrupuloiity ; whereas indeed, out of the bafeft 
cowardice, and a dread to ofiend forry people, they have 
not A heart to a£k according to their duty, their judgment, 
their beft intereft. 

They would feem very modeft in concealing their virtue | 
whUe yet they are moft impudent in difclofing their want 
of confcience ; while they are fo prefumptuous toward 
God, as to provoke him to his face by their difobedience ; ife. U%. 8. 
while they are not aihamed to wrong and fcandalize their ^"' ^ij ^'' 
brethren by their ill behaviour. 

They would not be uncivil or difcourteous in thwarting 
the mind and pleafure of their company ; as if in the 
mean time they might be moft rude toward Qod m 
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SERM. afironting his will and authority ; as if any rule oi^ civility 
LXIV. could oblige a man to forfeit his falvation; as if it were 
not rather moft cruel difcourtefy and bai4>aiKm8 inhu- 
manity to countenance or encoura^ any man m cdurfea 
tending to his ruin. 

They would not be Angular and uncouth^ in difcoftbg 
from the common road or fafhion of men 5 as if it were 
better to leave the common duty than the common faults 
of men ; as if wifdom and virtue were ever the moft vul- 
gar things ; as if the way to heaven were the broadefi 
and the moft beaten way; as if rarity ftiould abate the 
price of good things ; as if confpiracy in rebellion againft 
God might juftify or excufe the faft ; as if it were advif- 
able to march to hell in a tr6op, or comfortable to lie 
there for ever among the damned crew of aflbciates in 
wickednefs. 

They cannot endure to be accounted zealots or bigots in 
religion ; as if a man could love or fear God too much j 
or be over-faithful and careful in ferving him ; as if to be 
moft eameft and folicitous (not* in promoting our own 
fancies, but) in difcharging our plain duties could be 
juftly reproachable, or were not indeed highly commeod-* 
able. 

Thefe things I may hereafter fiilly declare ; in the meaii 
time it is manifeft that fuch a prafikice is extremely preju- 
dicial to religion and goodnefs ; fo that it may be very 
ufeful to employ our meditations upon this text of the 
Apoftle, which direftly doth oppofe and prohibit it. 

The fame text he otherwhere (in his fecond Ep^e to 

the Corinthians) doth repeat in the fame terms^ (only in- 

ferting a claufe more fully explaining his fenfe,) backing 

his precept with his own example; for We, faith he 

there, did fo manage the bufinefs of c<dleding anddif*- 

3€or. Tin. peniiog alms, as to avoid thai any manjh<yuld blame us in 

ao,9i. this ahmdance which is adminiftered by us ; providing for 

honeft things^ not only in the^ht of the Lordylut in the 

fight afmen. 

The words do imply a precept of very large^ extesn:^ and 
touching a great part of our duty; evm aH thereof wiiidi 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Provide Things honejl in the Sight of all Men. 22y 

is pmblic and vi^le; for which we are accountable to the SERM. 
workL, whereof man can take any cognizance; which ^XIV^ 
cxmceraeth all our fpeech and converfation^ all our dealing 
and conastleree^ aU our deportment relating to human fo- 
ciety^ ci^^ or fpiritual. 

! ihali firft a little confider its meaning and defign ; thea 
I fball ppopofe reafonfr and inducements to its obfervanoe ; 
then I fhall decla«e the foUy of thofe prindples and pre-' 
tences whidi obftmft that obfervance. 

I. The meaning of it is, that we (hould have a fpeeial 
care of our external demeanour and converfation, which 
Cometh mider the view and obfervation of men ; that it 
be exempted from any offence or blame; yea, that it hefAfitfiM^M. 
comdy and commendable. "Ari^Ji. nw* 

The terms in- which it is expreiied are notably empha-^ol. i. a^. 
tical ; we are dire&ed wpovoav, to provide^ to ufe a provi-» 
d^ce and forecaft in the cafe : ere we undertake any de- 
fign, we ifaould deliberate with ourfelves, and. confider on. 
what theatre we fhall a&, what perfons will bf fpe^tators^ 
what conceits our pra^tce may rsdie in theitn, and what 
infiucAice probably it will have on them. We fhould not 
rufh on into the public view with a precipitant rafhnefs> 
or blind negligetice, or contemptuous difregard, not car- 
ing who ftandeth in our way, who marketh what we do^ 
what confequence our proceeding may have on the fcore 
of its being pubHc and viflble r we fhould advife bcforC"^ 
hand, lay our bufinefs, and on- fet purpofe order our beha^ 
vlour with a regard to thofe to whofe fight and notice we 
expofe it, forefeelng how Our aftions may afeft or incline 
them. So we muft provide ; what things ? xAXot, things 
fiurand handfome; things not only good> innocent, and 
inofFenfive to the fight of mep ; but goodly, pleafant, amd 
acceptable to well-difpofed beholders ; fuch as our Apoftlfc 
do& otherwhere recommend, when he chaigeth us to re^* 
gard, fhu'sefM^y whatever things are venerable^ Sra 9rpo9*fiA9^Phil. it. •> 
whettever things are lovely >, oira etf(pi}fi(9e, whatever things are 
of^eod report, i rts hntivo$, whatever things are hrnddhh*; 
^md when he doth exhort us^o 'weAk ev^^p^ij/toVw^, handfomeUf Rom. »«»• 
and Recently, in a comdy garb and fafhion of Kfe: thfe i xhcC iv. 
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SERM. may add an obligation to Tome things not diieftly pre^ 
LXIV> fcribed by God, which yet may ferve to adorn reUgion, 
but it cannot detra£): any thing from what God hath com- 
manded; it doth comprehend all inftanoes of piety and 
virtue prafticable before men; it certainly doth exclude 
all commiffion of fin, and omiffion^of duty; for that 
nothing can be fair or handfome which is. ugly in God's 
fight, which doth not fuit to his holy will. 

Such things we muft provide, iMwriQy wamrm Mfmowy 
befin-e all men; not only before fome men, to whom. we 
bear a particular refpeft, of whom we ftand in awe, upon 
whom we have a defign j but univerfally before all nEien, 
as having a due confideration of all thofe upon whom our 
deportment may have influence; not defpifing or difre- 
garcKng the obfervatibn of the meanefl or mofl inconjider* 
able perfon whatever. 

But in this practice, to avoid mifapprehenfions, we muft 

diflinguifh; for it is not required that we fhould dp all 

things openly, nor intended that we fhould do any thing 

vainly; but that we fhould aft conflantly according to the 

nature and reafon of things, with upright and pure inten-r 

tion : the Apofile doth not mean that in our praftice wo 

fhould refemble the Pharifees, whom our Lord reproveth 

Matt, y'u foj. doing their alms before men^ for loving to prayjia^ding 

Matt. zxiii.i9 the fynagogues, for doing all their works to he feen of 

^' men; performing thofe.aflis of piety openly m the corners 

of the Jireet^ which fhould have been done fecretly in tfie 

clofet ;^ and fo doing them out of vanity and ambitious 

4efign, to procure the good opinion and praife of men ; h? 

doth not intend thajt we (hould affume a formal garb of 

fingular virtue ; that we fhould aim to feem better th^ 

we are, counterfeiting any point, of religion or virtue; 

that we fhould affeft to appear even as good aS ve are, 

expofing all our piety to cpmmon view ; that we fhoujid 

H9xui\^^. found a trumpet before, us, malting an oflentation of any 

good deeds, catching at rcputatioii of applauf^ for them ; 

that we fhould do any commendable thing chiefly to ob*- 

. tain the good opinion of the world, ^or to efcape its cenfure ; 

infinitely far it was from the Apoflle's intention, that w^. 
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(hovid be lihe tkafewhiiedfefmlchres, which appear beauti- SERM". 
fuf outward, but are within fuU of dead men*s bones and all J^XIV. 
uncleannefs; that is, like thofe Pharifees, who did ott/*Matt.xxiii. 
wardly appear righteous, but within were full ofhypocrify ^7* as. 
ai^ iniquity t No ; 

In feme cafes we niuft be referved, and keep our virtue 
clofe to ourfelves ; and ever under a fair fhow there mult 
be a real fubflance of good, together with an honeft inten- Ti ri/«M'» *• 
tioQ of heart ; a. good confci^ice muft always lie at the ri i^^ - 
bottom of a good converfation ; the outfide muft be good, ^^^*: 
but the beft fide muft be inward; we muft endeavour to 3. §. 5. ' 
faoftify our life and converiation, but we muft efpecially 
labour to purify our hearts and affeftions* 

Join the precept with others duly limiting it, and it doth 
import, that with pure fincerity and unaffe&ed fimplicity 
(void of any finifter or fordid defign) we fhould in all places, 
upon all occafiona> in all matters, carefully difcharge that 
part of our duty which is public, according to its nature, 
feafoQ, and exigency, that is, publicly; not abftainihg f rom 
the pra&ice of thofe good deeds, which cannot otherwife" 
than openly be well performed ; or the confpicuous per- 
formance whereof is abfolutely needfid in regard to God's 
law and the fatisfadion of our confcience, is plainly fer«^* 
viceable to the ^ry of God, is very conducible to the 
edification of pur neighbour, or which may be ufeiul to 
good purpofes concurrent with thofe principal ends : we 
fiiould as goQd trees fv0m sl deep root of true piety,, in due Matt. vii. 
7ec/o?^ naturally, as it were, fhoot forth good fndts, not^^'j^^^., ^^ 
only pleafant to the fight, but lavoury to the tafte, andPfai. i. a. 
wholefpme for ufe; as St. Paul, who, as lie faith of him* 
felf, that he did provide things honefi in the fght of all^ Cor. viii. 
men, to he aifo doth affimi, that his r^oicing was this, <A«a C9r.i,ia. 
tejiimony of his c<mfcience, that in fimplicity and godbyfin* 
cerity — he had his c^verfation in the world* 

There ar^ indeed fome duties, or works of piety and vir- . '^ 
tue^ the Bp^ure whereof direfteth, that in tibe praftice of 
them we fhould be referved; fuch as thofe wherein. the 
world is not immediately concerned^ and which may with 
beft advantage be tran&^ed between .God. and our owa 

VOL, m, a 
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8ERM. ibuls ; as private devotion^ meditation on God's word and 

LXTV. nym^ tjie difbuffion of our confciences^ voluntary excrctfes 

" of penitence^ and the like i fuch alfo be thofe wlwMnein the 

intervention or nodce of few perfons is requued ; as deeds 

of particular charity in difpenfing ahns^ gO<id advice^ 

friendly reproof; the which fort of du^s otur Lord hath 

E» ry»j»- taught us to perform infecret, or as oioi^y as we may J 

Matt. vi. 4, ftoditw^y keepii^ our obfervance of them from the eye* 

6*' of men ; thereby afluring our fincerity to ourfelves, and 

guarding our practice from any taint of vcmity or fufpioion 

of hypoctify ; as alfo in ibdae cafes avoiding to caufe pre* 

Matt. vi. 1. judice or offence to oiur neighbours : Take heed, faith our 

Matt, v'u 6. Lord, that ye do not yew alms before mm; and, Thouy when 

Matt.vi. ilff^u prdyeftf enter into thy clo/et ; and. Thou, token thou 

*^* foftefiy anoint thine head and wa/h thyfice, that thou appear 

Matt, xviii. noi unto men to fq/i ; and. If thy brother Jhimll irejpafi 

. agdiTift thee, go €tnd tell him hisfduU between thee and hint 

alone. 

But there are divers other duties, the difchar^ whereof 
neceflarily is notorious and vifible ; the public being the 
ftage on which they afe to be aded; the tranfadion of 
them demianding the intercourfe c^ many perfbns, whb are 
the objeds or infirmnents of th<em, or are fomewife con- 
cerned in them : fiiqh is that negative duty, of a general 
Pfai.zzxiv. nature and vaft coinprehdniion^ which we may call in^ 
' ^' nocence ; that is, a total abftinence &om im, or forbearance 

to tran%refs any divine commiand; which is a part of 
Job i. 1. Job's character. That man was perfe^ and upright, om. 
"' *• iluut feared God, and efehewed evil : the which duty, being 

to-be pra^fed at all times in every place, cannot avoid 
being, obfervable. 

Such are alfo divers pofitive duties ; for fuch is the pre- 
feffipn of our faith in God, and achnctwledgment of hk 
heavenly truth, revealed m the Gofpel of ouf blefled Sa- 
Rom.^. 10. viour ; whidi' Ik ftyW canf effing oW Lord before men', and 
is, as St. Paul telledi us, mdi^p^fably v^^fe to (tX- 
vation. 

Such is joining in 'ihat public addk^tidh, wh^rifby the 
honour and^ auihisrity of Gdd are upheld in t&l» world With 
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feemly expreffions of reverence ; the which is to be per- S£RM. 
formed folemnly, and, as the holy Pfahnift fpeaketh, in I^^IV. 
the midji of the congregation. Pfai. ^cix. 

Such IS zeal in vindication of God's honour, when oc- **cxxxii.7. 
cafion requireth, from blafphemous afperfions, or from 
fcandalous oflFences agairift it. 

Such are juftice, equity, fidelity, and ingenuity in our 
dealings; meeknefs, gentlenefs, patience, kindnefs, and 
courtefy in our converfe ; peaceablenefs in our carriage, 
and charitable beneficence 5 the objects whereof are mod 
general, according to thofe apoftolical precepts. That oKrphii.iy. 5. 
moderation (or our equity and ingenuity) he known unto 
all men; that we ^^o; all meeknefs to all men; that weTium.^. 
mvft notfirive^ hut be gentle unto all men ; that we be pa- 3 Tim. ii. 
tient toward all men; that we purfue peace with all men; W^^^ 
that as we have opportunity, we Jhould do good unto allu. 
men; (hould abound in love one towards another , and io-^^^ '*"" 
wards all men ; fhould evtr follow that which is good, both ^®™' »"• 
among ourfelves and to all men; Ihould liberally difiribute GBi.yi. 10. 
to the faints and to all men : in performing which fo ge- ^ '^*^- "'• 
neral duties, how can a man pafs ificognitOy how can he fo 1 Thcff. r. 
deal with all men indifcemibly ? ' ' ]iCox ix 

Such are likewife gravity and modefty in our behaviour; i3. 
fweetnefs, fobemefs, aptnef^ to profit and edify the hear- 
ers in our difcourfe ; moderation and temperance in our 
corporeal enjoyments; induftry in our bufinefs and the 
works of our calling ; integrity in the management of any 
ofiice or truft committed to us; a'conftant praftice of 
which virtues is not only enjoined to us as our particular a xim. iv. 
duty, but for public example. i?- .. 

iSuQh are feafonable defence of the truth, and oppofihg;. * 
of error; the commendation of virtue, and reprehenfion of 
notorious fin, with the like. 

Such thinjgs muft be pra£lifed, becaufe indifpenfable du- 
ties ; but they cannot be done out of fight, or barring the 
obfervatioQ of men; they do involve publicnefs; they 
csory a light and ludre with them, attra6ting all eyes to 
regard them ; it is as impoffible to concibal them as to hide 
the fun from all the world, or to conceal a city that is 7^/ Matt. v. 14. 
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.SERM. upon a hill; for nothingySiS St. Chryfoftom faith, dothren 
LXIV. der a man fo illufirious, although he ten thou/and time^ 
' would be hidy as an open praBice of virtue^. 

Wherefore the works of mercy^ faith St, Auftin, the 
affeBion of charity , thefanBity of godHnefs^ the incorrupt* 
nefs of chajlity^ the moderation of fobriety^ thefe are per* 
petually to be held, whether we are in the public or at 
home; whether before men or in the clofet, whether me 
Jpeak or keepflence ^. 

In the practice of them, it 13 true, we mainly fliQuld re- 
fpeS the approving our confcience to God, with exped- 

1 Cor. iv. 3.ation of our recompenfe from him ; not being much con- 

iThefi*. ti, cerned in the judgment or pleafure of men, purely con- 

<U\ ' 10 fi^^^^^ *^ themfetves ; not aiming at any intereil of credit 
or profit from them as a reward of our work^ ; ff^ ought, 
as St. Auftin faith, while we do good, to befeen^ but we 
ought not to do it that we may be feen ; the end of our joy, 
the bound of our comfort, Jhould not be there; fo that we 
Jhould think ourfelves to have obtained the whole fruit of a 
good work, when we have been feen and commended^: No, 

Eph, vi.6, whatever we do,'^e> fhould, as the Apoftle direfteth, do it 
as the fervants of Chrift, doing the will of God from the 

Cdl.iii.:23» heart; doing it. heartily as to the Lord^ and not unto men; 

^** knowing that of ike Lord wejhall receive the reward of the 

inheritance. 

Yet nothii^g in the mean time.fhould hinder us from 
perfonning fuch neceflary duties;, ftriflly and exaflJy, 
with our Tuoft diligent, care and endeavour, even in that 
light which their nature doth carry in it. 

iTileiln. Ckryf. 'in Matt. v. 16. 

'' Opera mifericordiae, affe6lus charitatis, fan^itas pietatis, ■ incorruptit) 
caflitatis, modeftia fobrietatis, feraper hac tenendft funt ; five cum In pub- 
lico fumus, five cum in dome ; five ante homineSr five in cubioulQ;; five lo- 
quentes, five tacentes. Aug, in Ep, i. J«h, Traa, 8. 

<^^-non cum fama fed cum rerum natura deliberandum eft. Sen, £/.^1. 

«1 Si times' fpeftatores non habebisimitatores*; <lebes ergo vlderi^ fekl noa 
tid hoc debes iaoere, ut videtris, non ibi' debet eflie fini^'gaudif.tuii nofi tbi -cer* 
minus Isetitias tuse^ ut putes te tQtum fru^um confecu^m ?fle bom opens* 
cum^vifus fueris atque iaudatus. Ibid, . ^ . ' 
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How much foever of our virtue or piety out of humility S ERM; 
or modefty we may conceal, yet we muft be careful of ^^^^- 
difcovering any vice or irreligion, either by notorioufly 
committing any thing forbidden by God, or omitting any 
thing commanded by him* 

This we (hould not do upon any terms, upon any pre- 
tence whatever ; no wicked fafhion (hould engage us, no 
bad example fhould inveigle us, no favour of men ihould 
allure us, no terror (hould fcare us thereto ; we fhould not 
out of fear, out of fhame, out of complaifanco, out of 
affefbed prudence or politic defign; out of deference to the 
quality, dignity, or authority of any perfon; out of regard 
to any man's defire or pleafure ; we (hould not to decline 
offence, envy, blame, reproach, ill treatment, or upon any 
fiich account, comply in any finful praftice, wave any duty, 
heglefi: any feafon of performing a good deed, whereby we 
may glorify God, or edify our neighbour, or promote the 
welfare of our own foul. 

To fuch a pra6Uce, according to the intent of St. Paul's 
injunAion, we are obliged ; and thereto we may be in-» 
duced by divers confiderations, particularly by thofe 
which we (hall now propofe. 

I. We may confider that the public is the proper,. Bona con- 
natural, and due place of goodnefs; it (hould dwell inp^i,* 
the light, it (hould walk freely and boldly everywhere^ itvultctcon- 
ihould expofe itfelf to open view, that it may receive from nequitia 
rational creatures its due approbation, refpe6k, and praife ; ^^^'gj^" 
it by publicnefs is advanced, and the more it doth appear, Ep, 27. 
the more beautiful, the more pleafant, the more ufeful It 
is; yielding the fairer luftre, the greater influence, the 
better effefts; thereby diffufing and propagating itfelf, be- 
coming exemplary, inf^ruAive, and admonitive; drawing 
lovers and admirers to it ; exciting and encouraging men 
to embrace it : wherefore It is very abfurd that it (hould 
fculk or fneak ; it is a great damage to the public, that it 
(hould retire from common notice. 

On the other hand, it is proper for wickednefs never to 
appear or to (hew its head in view ; it (hould be confined p™"« "»*- 
to d^^rknefs and folitude, under guard of its natural keepers^ timore aut 

»3 
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S'SflM. (faame and fear; it fhould be exterminated from all con- 

LXIV. veriktion among rational creatures, and baniibed to the in- 

pudorena- femal fhades : publicnefs doth augment and aggravate it^ 

d"^ Tfrtf* ^® °^°^ ^^ " ^^®"^ ^^ ^^^^ ^Shy ^^® more loathfome, 
^/^/. cap. 1. the more noxious it is; its odious ihape being difclofedj^ 
13^17*^' its noifome fteams being difperfed, its peftilent effects being 
conveyed thereby. 

Wherefore to fmother virtue (that fair child of light) in 

Rom. xiii. privacy, and to vent fin {the works of darknefs) openly, is 

Ep*h.v. 11. quite to tranfplace things out of their natural fituation and 

order ; according to which we are taught by our Lord^ 

John iii. 21. that he that doeth truth comet h to the light, that his 

Eph.v. 13. deeds may be manifeji; and by St. Paul, that every one 

who doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometk he to the 

light, left his deeds Jhould be reproved : fo indeed it is, and 

will be, where confcience retaineth its due fway and force ; 

where a due re^£t and reverence are preferved for good- 

nefs. 

As that any good cometh from dete^on of fin is an 
accidental advantage ; fo that any mifchief doth ever fol- 
low the manifeftataon of virtue is an unnatural abufe ; the 
which may well be prevented : there can be no danger of 
a6tipg any good mofl: evidently, if we do withal aft fin- 
cerely, having purified our hearts from diflioneft intention 
and from ambitious vwity; the fear of which fhould not 
wholly drive virtue under the hatches and bring vice upon 
the ftage. But, 

2. We fhould confider, that we cannot really in any 
competent or tolerable meafure be good men, without 
approving ourfelves fuch in our converfatioi^ before men. 
Whatever may be pretended, it conmnonly doth happen, 
and it ever is to be fufpefibed, that the invifible piety 
which is not accompanied with vifible confcientioufnefs is 
falfe, or is no 'piety at all; or that they who have little 
care and confcience to ferve God publicly have much lelii 
to ferve him privately ; or that fuch as betray a fcandalpua 
negligence of their ways will hardly maintain a cardial 
watch over their heart? ; for the feme caufes (be it profane 
infidelity, or loofenefs of principles, or fupine incogitancy. 
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0r floth^ or ftujudity) which difpde them ta dUregard SBRAi 
God and his laws before the world, more effeftually will LXIV. 
incline them t0 negle£); God and forget their duty by 
themfelves, where befide their own confcience there is no 
witne&, no judge, no cenfor to encourage or reproach 
tbem. But admit it p<^ble, and put cafe, that fometimes 
die heart and converfation may not run parallel ; that a 
man may better govern his interior thoughts and affec- 
tions than he doth manage his exterior behaviour and 
^a^oQs; that a man iecretly may cleave to God, although 
he feemeth openly to defert him ; yet this will not fuffice 
to con^tute pr denominate a man good ; becaufe much of 
goodi^efs, as N^e have (hewed, even the nobler half thereof, 
(that part whereby God is nioft glorified, and whereby the 
Nirorld is moll benefited,) doth lie in open and ^ble prac- 
tice: that virtue therefore muft be very imperfed, that 
obedience miift be very lame, which is deficient in ibJam.ii. l^ 
great a part. 

As there can be no fiiir pretence to goodnefs, where fo 
little thereof is confpicuous; fo there can be no real 
integrity thereof, Wherp fo much of duty is wanting. 

Our hord hath taught tis, that every tree is known iy Lukcyi.44« 
ks fruit; and St. James faith, that faith is Jhewed iyJ*™""- 
mtorks ; and fo it is, that a man can hardly be good ia any 
r^fonabfe degree without aiq>earing £3ch. Impiety may, 
h^ iH^jty paimot be quii^ concealed. A« gold ooay be 
'cpv?it#H^^9 (for all is not gdd that gUftereth,) yet true 
gcdd alwiiy.6 doth look like gold; fo although bad OEieo 
{pm^Xiffm may feem goodj yet good men alfo nmft {^em 
(wh, appearing in ^eir own native temper and luAnei. 

Goodnefs cannot be difguifed in the ibape of evil, be* 
^«l^'fiffl{>l^ity and imiocei^e are effential ii^edieoti of 
it; any mij^tiir^ of notorious fin, any v^ble negfeS of 
duty ^urkig (yea formally makit^) a want of k, or a 
9^ defe^ therein : it may be ^ubed with £aj|e afpec r 
$009, it may be dimmed by the breath of imjuft and 
itiiGharitftblp ioenfures ; but wiping theia off, ita nattual 
hae jp0rtaiftjy wiH appear. 

Whefi^wer Jf ^e wowW fatirfy putfdyea in pur own eoni- 

^4 
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-SElRM. fciences, or juftify ourfelves to others, that we are truly 
LXIV. good, we imift (without partiality, or diftinguifhing be- 
(Num. XV. tween public and private) like the holy Pfalmift, haife re- 
39, 40.) fpeSi unto all God's commandments; we, like Zachary and 
Liikc i. 6. Elizabeth, muft walk in all the commandments and ordi^ 
•irfislT' ^^^^^^ of the Lord hlamelefs; we muft, like David, atcom- 
fMLTifMo. pli/h all God's wills; we muft obferve St. Paul's rule, to 
Aas xiii. abjlain, ami motvrl^ eiXoo^ ir«yijpoO, from both every kind tf 
1 Theff. V. evily and every bad appearance. But farther, 

• 3. A great care of our good behaviour before men is 
neceflary in regard to Almighty God ; whofe juft intereft 
is preferved, whofe due homage is payed, whofe honour 
is promoted thereby ; the fame being greatly prejudiced 
and impaired by the contrary defdlance. 

It is a clear point of juftice toward God, as to render all 
obedience to him, fo particularly that which confifteth in 
an open acknowledgment and fervice of him; for as he 
made and doth preferve not only the heart, but the tongue> 
the members, the whole man, fd all muft concur in ren- 
Rora. 12. i.dering their tribute of reverence and fervice to him- 
1 Cor. X. The Apoftle doth prefcribe, that whatever we do^ we 
^^- ' Jhould do all to the glory of God; and well he might, feeing 
that to glorify God is indeed to execute the main defign 
of our creation, to apply our faculties to their beft ufe, to 
achieve the moft proper and moft excellent work whereof 
we are capable ; to do that which is the worthieft and 
happieft employment of angels, which all the company of 
heaven, with moft ardent deiire, with moft zealous ambir 
tion, with reftlefs endeavour, doth purfue; and this we can- 
not better, we cannot otherwife do, than by an apparent 
good converfation. For, 

He that apparently in all his actions maketh confcienc6 
of obeying God's laws, thereby doth evidence his firm 
perfuafion concerning the exiftence and providence of God) 
doth adhere to him againft all adverfaries of piety, and all 
temptations to rebellion ; doth avow his fovereign majefly 
and authority ; doth yield him Axxt veneration and obedi- 
ence; doth Ihew right apprehenfions of him, and juft aflec* 
iioQS towards lum ; implying that he doth moft highly 
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efteem him, doth moft heartily love him, doth chiefly SERM. 
dread him, doth reprfe his truft and hope in him for all his LXIV, 
happinefs; hath a great opinion of his wifdom, a great 
a.we of his power, a great fenfe of his goodnefs ; the which 
practice is in itfelf a direft and formal glorification of God, 
in his own perfon. 

He alfo thereby doth farther promote the glory of God, 
inftru6ting, exciting, and encouraging others to the like 
praftice of deferring refpeft and fervice to God 5 for natu- 
rally men have fuch a capacity, fuch aptitude, fuch pro- 
clivity to religion, (or to the acknowledgment and worfhip 
of their Maker,) that when they behold others ferioufly 
and €amefl:ly purfuing it, they are eafily drawn to confpire 
therein ; efpecially thofe who are not utterly perverted and 
corrupted by ill cuftom. 

And whereas good converfation hath a native beauty, 'A^irjf 5r- 
affefting beholders with delight; whereas the fruits of *J^'^ ^y*'*' 
virtue have a pkafing fweetnefs, grateful to all who tafter^ txo^h ^ 
them; men from that fight and that fenfe will prefently^^^^'jj]^*' 
be moved to commend the wifdom, and to blefs xh&^^^'^yyx^' 
goodnefs of him, who was pleafed to inftitute fo excellent S!^/^;^,.;,^ 
a religion, to ena£t fo beneficial lawfe, to prefcribe fo 
-wholefome duties to us: for when^ faith the moft divine*'or«»yA^i- 
father, an infidel Jhall fee thee, a believer y to he xdeTeoraX/Al^ cM'!^f. 
^}r~-^/iaunch,fobery orderly, he will be ajiond, and will fay, ^'. &>• *24. j 
:In truth, great is the God of Chriftiafis: What men hath he 
made! what perfons out of what perfons hath he made 
them! kow from men hath he made them angels! If on^ 
nbu/e them, they do not rail; if one fmite them, they do • - ' " 
not refent; if one injure them, they pray for him ihatdoeth 
the offence; they know not to rerhember ill turns, they fkiU 
not to be vain, they have not learnt to lie, they cannot abide 
4o forfwear, or rather to fwear at all, but fooyier would 
i:hoofe io have their tongue cut out, than to let an oalh flip 
out of their mouth. 

So may we really glorify God ; and btherwife than by 
open practice we cannot do it ; for glory doth require a 
public ftage ; it implying, as Seneca faith, the confent of 
many worthy perfons declaring their efteem ; it being, as 
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SERM. Cicero defikieth it^ the agreeing preife of good men, n/Uh 
LXIV. an incorrupt ed vote judging well of an excellent virtue^. 

Wherefore toward our being enabled to glorMy God, 

two things muft concur; thal^ we be good men, and that 

we be openly fuch. 

That we be good men, becaufe otherwife oi«r oomffien- 

Non eft fpe-dation will have no worth. Or wc^bt; for praife is not 

^^^^*'* come/y in the mouth of fmners: it is no omamoit to be 

toris. commended by ill men, to whofe words little regard is due^ 

9^ little truft can be given^ 

That we be good openly, SLVOyring God In praSjioe c<m- 

ducing to his honour; otherwife no glory can apcr^e tp 

him from our goodnefs : we may teirvt God, and pleafe 

him in private ; but we cannot by that fervifee ^prify him; 

at leaft at prefent, andt here in this worid. It is true, the 

d Thcff. i. clofeft piety will yield glory to God at the laft, when our 

'* Lordjhall come to be gUfrified in his faints, and admired 

in them that believe; but to defign fuch a future gbri- 

fication of God is not enough ; it is our duty to (^rify 

God now, that we may be rewarded for it, akid that he 

may requite us with glory hereafter. 

P&l. 1. aa. God himfelf tcUeth us in the Pfahn, JVhofo offereih 

praife, he glorifieth me; and how can praifb be ofiered, or 

to what purpofe will it be offered, otherwife dnn q^pa- 

rently, either in ^ord or deed, by oral or by real expref- 

fion, to the ears or to the ^yes of men, fo as to oocd&sm 

in them the produ&ion of ^Aroithy conceptions add doe 

a£fe£don8 toward God} In fuch a manner the holy maft 

Pfal. xxiL did ofier it, wha faid, / will declare thy name unto my br^ 

Mi9^\ ^' t^^i ^ ^^ mid/l of the eangregation I will praife thee; I 

ciz. %o./ pill praife Jhe^ Lard with my whole heart, in the affembly 

itfthe upright, ind in the congregation': he did itfometimes 

with « his mouth, which is a notable part of our eonv^rfir 

tion; but we may do it continually by our life; foir. He, ftith 

* Gloria oonfenftitn fnultoram e]d|it rCdnfe&Hfe in lipe pliiffy ififigocs 

et pneftantes viri debent, ut claritas iit. Sen, Ep, 102. 

Gloria eft confentiens laus bpnoram incorrupta vope bene judicantium de 
f^oellente virtute. Cie, 8. Tufe, inif» 
, Gloria eH frequeas de aliqiio hn» obm taude. Ch» J* Imr, ii. j^. 
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St. Av&XR, ivho prai/eth God with his tongue^ cannot do SERM. 
that always} but he that praifeth God by his manners can I^Xl V. 
always do it ^. 

Tbis motive is by the great mailers of our Chriftian 
^B/Qice frequently urged ; for, 

St* Paul wifheth the Philippians to be Jilted with M^Phil. i.ii. 
fruits of righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift unto the 
praife and glory of God} he {Nrayeth for the Theflalonians, 
that God would fidfil all the good plect/ure of his goodriefsy 2 TheC i. 
^nd the work of faith with powevy that the name of our ^^ 
Lord Jefus Chrift might be glorified in them; he particu- 
larly doth incite the Corinthians to works of charity, that 
by that miniftration men might be induced to glorify ^ Cot, \x. 
God, re^dering hi|n thankful praife for their beneficial '^■^^®* 
obedience. 

St. Peter likewfe doth exhort all Chriftians to havei?tt.\u 
thdr convetfation honeft among the Gentiles, that they}^^^ ^ 
might by their good works, which they Jhould behold, gh-: Wt^^^t. 
rify Godj in the day of vifitation, (that is, perhaps, when 
they carefully do view and refleil on them.) 

Our Lord himfelf thus chargeth his difciples. Let your Matt. ▼. le. 
light fo Jkine before men, that they may fee your good . 
w^rks, and glorify your Father which is in heaven; th^chryf. 
did obferve his command, and the efkSt did follow, many 
beiQig convmed to God no lefs by the radiant integrity of 
tbmr life, than by the perfustfive efficacy of their doAnne : 
aiid^ In this, faith our Lprd again, is my Father glorified, John xv. s. 
if ye bear much fruit: what fruit was that ? what but of 
jgood wQt:ks, vifible to^ the eye and perceptible to the 
tafte.; Qth^tmft how could ii^en thence find caufe to glo- 
rify G0d? 

Iq $ne, thi? is decla^d to be the peculiar defign of our 
religido, or ^ the whol^e Chriftian inftitution; to this end 
we are ia(^ade a chof^ ge^ercfiiMi, a royal priefthood, a holy 1 Pet. ti. 9. 
nation, a peculiar people, that we Jhould Jlf.ew forth the 
proi/^j (or' virtues) of him, who hath called us out of dark - 

^ dai Deurti laudat Ungaa, non iemper poteft ; qui ippribiss Deum laudat, . 
Cramer pot#. Mfi in 1. ^/. J»k* Tr, 8. 
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SERM, nefs to his marvellous light ) not only by our profeffion> 
LXIV. ]^^^. j^ Q^j. praftice declaring his goodnefs. 
Tit. i. 16. On the other hand, by ftifling our virtue and con- 
fcience, in an open compliance with fin, or negleft of our 
duty, we greatly (hall diflionour God; for thereby in 
effeft we deny him and defert him ; we injure his ma- 
jefly, and difckim our allegiance to him; we intimate our 
mean opinion of him, and fmall afFeftion to him; we 
betray our want of reverence to his excellency, of dread 
to his greatnefs, of love to his goodnefs, of hope in his 
promifes and gracious overtures of mercy, of fear in 
regard to his fevere juftice and fierce menaces ; fo imme- 
diately we diflionour him, and we thereby alio do coun* 
tenance difrefpeft and difobedience to him ; and our beha- 
viour tendeth to produce or to confirm the like irreligious 
difpofitions of mind and impious praftices in others ; fo 
that with horrible difingenuity we crofs the defign of our 
creation, and violate our greateft obligations toward our 
Maker. 

Indeed what greater affront or more heinous indignity 
can we offer to God, than openly before the world, btf the 
Tit. i. 16. moft real expreflion of our worksy to deny and difown Aim; 
than to be notorioufly aftiamed or afraid to avow him for 
our Lord and Matter; than to exprefs no fenfe of our 
duty to him, no reverence of his authority, no gratitude 
iFor his benefits to us ; than vifibly to prefer any odier con- 
sideration or worldly advantage before a regard to his will 
and pleafure ? 

In this, open fin doth outgo private wickednefs, and 

putteth down even the worft hypocrify, (befide its own,) 

that it not only offendeth God, but forely woundeth his 

honour, and expofeth his glorious name to contempt; by 

which confideration fuch mifcarriages are fre<Juently i^* 

gravated in holy Scripture ; fo in the Prophets God com- 

plaineth of his people, for having by their feandaloos 

Ezck. crimes profaned his holy nam^ amoiig the heathen; fp St, 

If. lii.'a. "" Paul expoftulateth with the Jew, Thou that loqfte/i of the 

Hom.ii.as.^^j^^ ffirough breaking the law diftionoureft thou OedP fo 

2^Sam. xH. Nathan told David, that God would punifli him, becau/b 
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hy his lad deed he had given great occajion to the enemies SERM. 
of the Lord to hlqfpheme. But, ^XIV. 

4. We flxould be careful of our good behaviour in the ^ ' 

fight of men, that we may thereby maintain the dig^ 
nity and repute of our Chriftian profeffion, which by our 
naughty or negligent demeanour will be much difparaged 
and difgraced. 

Moft evident it is to reafon, that a yifible prance, con- 
formable to the rules of our religion, cannot atherwife 
than exceedingly commend and grace it ; for how can the 
goodnefs of a rule more furely obtain its due commenda- 
tion, than from its being applied to obfervable pra6Uce 
and experience ? 

Affuredly charity, meeknefs, humility, patience, fo- 
briety, difcretion, and all Chriftian virtues, as in theili- 
felves they are very amiable and venerable tp all men, as 
they yield great benefit and much pleafure to thofe 
whom their cpnfequences do touch 5 fo they do ingratiate 
the law which prefcribeth them, they bring efteem to the 
principles whence they are derived; Ae, as the Apoftle Rom. xin 
faith, that in thefe things ferveth CKriftj is both acceptalle^^\ 
to God and approved of nieuy as the follower of a mod 
excellent rule. 

We. may alfo confider, that a confpicuou^ pxaAice, 
according to our religion, is a demonftrative proof th^t 
we do ferioufly and firmly embrace it, or that we ^re 
heartily and fteadily perfuaded of its truth; which is no 
fmall credit to any profelEon; arguing that it hath a good 
foundation in- reafon, apt to bottom and fuftain a folid 
faith. 

And ^as thereby we pregnantly do evidence that we 
ourfelves do highly value the noble privileges, the e^cel-i 
lent promifes, the precious rewards exhibited in the Gof- 
pelj iq we thereby do breed alike efteem in others ; upon 
wh<^ the authority of men apparently virtuous and con-r 
fcientious infallibly will have a.fotcible influence. 

Suph,a pra£tiqe will have a great ftroke toward evinc- 
ing the truth and reality, the.perfea excellency, the notn 
abl^.ftrep^h and efficacy of oi^r religion; plainly fhewr 
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SERM. ing, that it is not a mere name^ an idle pretence, a weak 
LXIV. fancy, a dry fpeculation, a chimerical dream ; but a vigor- 
ous and mafculine principle, able to produce moft worthy 
fruits of fubftantial goodnefs, profitable to men; conducible 
to our own welfare, and to the benefit of others. 

As gallant a£dons, becoming a noUe rank, elevated 
above the vulgar level, do illuftrate and dignify nobility 
itfelf ; fo doth a worthy converfation, befeeming our high 
ftation in the heavenly kingdom, our near alliances to 
God, thofe fplendid titles and glorious privileges affigned 
to every faithful Chtiftian in the evangelical charter^ ren- 
der our (late admirable, and make it feem an excellent 
advantage to be a Chriftian. 

Hence in the apoftolical writings an obfervance of the 
evangelical laws is fo much and often enforced by this 
coiifideration ; for upon this account we are exhorted to a 
Tit ii. 10. careful difcharge of our duty, that we may adorn the doC' 
trine of God our Saviour in all things ; we are urged to 
Phil i. a;, have our converfation worthy of the Gofpel; to walk wor- 
Eph-'vls! ^^y ^f ^^^ vocation wherewith we are called^ to behave 
Rom.xvi. ourfelves as worthily becomethfaints, (that is, perforisinfti- 
tuted in fo holy a reli^on, and defigned to fo peculiar 
ISph. V. 8. excellency in virtue^) to walk as children of the lights (that 
i ^eC ii. is, of truth and knowledge revealed from heaven;) to walk 
**• worthy of Gody who hath called us unto his kingdom and 

Col. i. 10. gtory ; worthy of the Lord unto all well-pteq/mg^ being 
fruitful in every good work; the which enforciejaients of 
duty do imply a vifible pra6dce, producing the vifiblc 
eScAs of brnainent and credit to our re^gion, recom- 
mending it to the minds and confciences of men. 

Contrariwife, the defeA of good conyerlatioh before 
men in Chrifiiaiis is upon divers accounts dl^raceful to 
oiir religion. For, 

It tempteth men to judge, that we ourfelves do not 
heartily believe its truth or value its worth; that iire do 
not approve its do£trine for reafonable, ortiake its advan- 
tages for confiderable ; or deem the name and ftate of a 
Chriftian to be honourable; feeing we are not cbncerned 
to own them^ or do not care to engage our ireputatioli ifi 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Provide TMngs hone/I in the Sigki of all Men. ^39 

avowing and abettkig them in that way which doth beftSERM. 
figiyfy pur mind and meanings: for men certainly will ^XIV, 
jpdge of ,our fenfe not fo much by what we fay as from 
what we do ; not by our verbal profeflion or pretence, but 
from our prance, as the fureft indication of our heart. 

WherefiWpe when they hear us to confefs our faith, and 
foe us a£t like infidels, they will be forced to efteem us 
either for fubdolous hypocrites or for inconfiftent fools 5 
who aflume the name of Chriftians, and pretend to great 
advantages thence, yet in etkA do not mind or regard 
them^ highly commending the rules of our religion, but 
apt at all obferving them; greatly admiring the example 
of our Saviour, but not caring to imitate it; defcribing 
heaven for a moft happy place, but not ftriving to get 
thither in the fole way which our Lord prefcribeth, of 
faithful and diligent obedience to his precepts. 

Seemg, I fay, this repugnance between our profeffion 
fmd opr pra&ioe, will induce men to charge us with hy- 
pocrify or folly | and if the profeflbrs be taken for coun- 
terfirits or fools, the profeffion itfelf will hardly fcape 
Irom beitig held impofture or folly. 

Our religion at leaft will thence be expofed to the cen- 
f^ates of being no better than a fond device, and a barren 
ndtiim, uiipra£licable, ineffe6hial, and iniignificant to any 
good purpofe. 

The vifible milbehaviour, I fay, of Chriftians will affur- 
effly derive oMoquy and reproach on Chriftianity, if hot 
as bad, yet as vain, impotent, impertinent and ufelefs; 
e%»eiciidly th6fe who are dilafie&ed to it will hence take 
adva^iitdge to infolt upon- it with contemptuous fcom ; To 
VirhKt> will they fey, do your fine rules ferve ? what effefts 
itcf ybiit glorious hopes produce ? where are the fruits of 
^at h^y faith and heavenly doftrine which you fo extol 
aildjxiagmfy^ 

Whereas alfo bad converfation commonly dotli not 
ody^ife^Ve liieh of the benefits which our religibn pro- 
ffiil^di, krt; dblli (^ity widi it huitfiil fruits; men that fee 
or feel them will be a]i>t to impute them td religion* 
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SERM. If a Chriftian be unjuft, cQ^forious, fa£tiou^^ anywife 
liXlV, offenfive or troublefome, although irreligion be the caufe 
L ..... Qff^^^h things, yet religion muft bear the blame, and they 
prefently exclaim. 

Quantum religio potuit fuadere malorum. 

^ Whence St. Paul (who as a powerful inftruftor doth 

imprefs matters of duty by the moft proper motives) doth 

often and upon all occafions urge this confideration ; he 

2 Cor. vi. 8. chargeth us to give no offence in any things thai the mini^ 

f*^!'^\fi^fy (or evangelical difpenfation) be not blamed, or ex- 

pofed to the cenfure of any captious Momus ; he biddedb 

us to forbear harih judgment and all uncharitable dealing, 

Rom. xiv. that our good be not evil Jpoken of; he preffleth the dif- 

ifi" charge of our duty in each calling and relation, that by 

iTim.vi. i.neglefl: thereof the Gofpel be not defamed : I^/,. faith he, 

as many feryants as are under the yoke, count their owtk 

mqfiers worthy of all honour^ that the name of God and 

Tit. ii. 5. ^^-^ doSirine be not blafphemedj and. Let women be difcreet, 

chajlej keepers at home, good, obedient to their fiwn huf- 

I Tim. V. bandSi that the word of God be not blafphemedi and, / 

**• w'ill that younger women marry , bear children, guide the 

houfsy (fo as) to give no occqfion to the adverfary (that k, to 

perfons difafFefted to Chrillianity) to fpeak reprcachfuUf 

(of it) 2 which difcourfe,by clear parity of reafon, inay be 

applied to any other ftate or relation. 

Now ferioufly what greater mifchief c«in we do, what 
heavier guilt may we <?ontra&, than by working diftpnour 
to God's adorable name, than by.cafting reproach oa 
God's heavenly truth, than by drawing a fcandal .oii.tbat 
holy religion, which the Son of God came down from 
heaven to eftablifh, for the glory of God and falvatipn.pf 
mankind? ^Surely next after 4ire<£Uyblaiphemir)gGk>4^ and 
Hom jj 34 defying religion with our own mouths, the next Oiiflne.is 
3/ i/Ms. to make others to do fo, or in effefil to do it by their^pro^ 
^e tongues. 

There renaain divers arguments, of very great o^M^jpaeiil^ 
which the tpne will not fufTer.nie to urge;^ ap^ tb^i!)e&M 
I muft referve them to ai^other pccafion. ; . .,;/.• 
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SERMON LXV. 



PROVIOE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT OP 
ALL MEN. 



Rom. xii. 17. 
Provide things konefl in thejighi of all men. 

i HAVE fbrmerly (fifcourfed upon this apoftoUcal pre- SERM. 
oept; and having declared the meaning of it^ (briefly im- LXV. 
porting that we ihould have a fpecial care of our external 
bidiaviowv comkig under the view and obfervation of 
men, thact it be perfe£Uy innocent and inculpable^) I did 
ptopofe divers motives inducing to the obfervance of it ; 
but divers others of great importance the time would not 
allow me to uige ; I ^udl therefore now proceed to offer 
then to your confideration. 

I did tJien fliew that a regard to the reafon and nature 
of things^ to the fatis&£tion of our confdence, to the ho* 
aour ef God, and to the crecfit of our religicm, did require 
from ua a good converfation before men ; I now farther 
add, that, 

L The real intereft of fuety and virtue do exa£t fuch a 
convei&tfon, as the moft efibl^ial way of upholding, ad-* 
vancing, and propagating them among men. ^ 

Eaompie is a very powerful thing ^her way, both for 
attnuStion to goodi and feduftion to evil; fueh is the na* 
tase of men, that they are more apt to be guided by the 
prafiiee of others than by their own reafon, and more 
eafily oan write ai^r a^opy than by a rule ; that they 

VOL, XII. R 
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SERM. are prone to imitate whatever -they fee done^ be it good 
^^^' or bad, convenient or inconvenient, profitable or hurtful, 
emulating the one, and aping the other ; that they love 
to be in the fafhion, and will go anywhither in company, 
prefuming of fupport, defence, and comfort therein ; that 
they will fatisfy their n^nds and juftify their doings by 
any authority, deeming that laudable or allowable, or at 
leaft tolerable and excufable, for which they can allege 
precedents ; judging, that if they are not fingular, they 
are innocent, or however not yety culpable ; that hardly 
they will undertake any thing without countenance, 
whereby their modefty is in feme meafure fecured, and 
pactners engaged to bear a (hare with them in the cen- 
fure to which their deportment is liable. Hence a vifible 
good converiation will have a great efficacy toward the 
promotion and propagation of goodnefs ; the authority of 
that being adjoined to the native worth and beauty, to 
the rational plaufibility, to.the fenfible benefit of virtue, 
will cogently draw men to it; it will be a clear pattern, 
whereby they ihall be informed what they are obliged 
and what they are able to perform ; it will be a notable 
/pur, fmartly exciting them to mind and purfue their duty; 
it will be a vigorous incentive, inflaming their courage, 
and provoking itn emulation to. do well. 

The vifible fuccour and countenance! of many, efpouf- 
ing the caufe of goodnefs by their prafdce^ vnll affuredly 
bring it into requeft and vogue, and thence into current 
ufe and fafhion; fo juft a caufe cannot fail to profper, 
having any reafonable forces to maintain it ; it viriU have 
great ftrength, great boldnefsr aad afTurance, when a con* 
fiderable party doth appear engaged on its fide. . 

Yea, fometimes even the example of a' few will do it 
great fervice ; the rarity giving a ^)ecial luftre to thdr 
virtue, and rendering it more notable; according to. ^t 
intimation of the Apoftle, when he thus doth exhort the 
Philippians to a cheerful and forward pra6dce .of good- 
Phii. ii. 14, jj^fg . j)q oil things j ,bA\h. he, withaid murmurings and 
difputings; that ye may be blamelefs aad harml^f the 
fons of God, wiihmU rebuke in the mid/i of n croeted o^^ 
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peruerfe generation, among whom ye Jhine as lights in the SERM. 
worlds LXV. 

A good conveifation doth notify good men to one an- 
other^ and draweth them together, and combineth them 
in B partj) for the protection of goodnefs^ heartening and 
ai£ng one another ^therein. 

Sacfa advantages goodnefs doth always- need; for it 
ever hath in the world many adverfaries^ ftriving by 
violent force to beat it down, or by treacherous fraud to 
fupplant it ; who ufe their authority and intereft to fup- 
prefs it 5 who by their evil example do feduce from it y 
who labour by detraction to blaft it, by fcom and re- 
proach to difcourage it, by divers temptations and baits 
to entice from it ; who combining their forces with the 
wicked fpirits, and with the corrupt inclinations of men^ 
do raife a mighty party for wickednefs. 

Wherefore, to balance fuch oppofitions, goodnefs doth 
need friends to maintain it ; not <»ily friends in heart, or 
iecret well-wifliers ; but open friends, who frankly will 
avow it, and both in word and deed will ftoutly abet it. 

A demure, bafhfril, timorous friendffaip, will rather pre- 
judice than help it ; for nothing will more animate its 
foes to aflail and perfecute it, than obferving its friends to 
flink and fneak: when good men hide their faces, as if 
they were aihamed of their goodnefs, then bad men will 
grow more impudent and infolent in their outrages 
againfl it* 

Wherefore, if we would have goodnefs hold up its head, 
we muft openly take its part ; if we would not be guilty 
of its ruin, we muft ftand up to uphold it ; for whoever 
openly complieth with fin, or negle£teth his duty, may 
well be charged with its ruin ; fince if thou fo deferteft 
goodnefs, aiiother after thy pattern may do the like, and 
a third may follow him ; fo the negle£l: of it may foon be ^ 

propagated, until at length it may be quite abandoned, 
and left deftitute of fupport : if it doth not thus happen, 
it will as to thee be accidental, and no thanks to thee for 
its better fortune. 
The declenfion of piety is not perhaps more to be 
R % 
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SERM. afcribed to any other caufe than to this^ than that men 
LXV. who approve goodnefs in their hearts are fo backward to 
"' (hew it in their pra^ice ; that good men do fo afifed re- 

tirement and wrapping up their yirtue in obfcurity ; that 
moft men think it enough if in the eaufe of religion againft 
profanenefs and diflblutenefs they appear neuter8> and do 
not impugn it : for if in a time of infefbcm all found men 
do Ihut up themfelyes^ and all fick nsta walk abrcttd, how 
neceffimly muft the plague reign in the place ? 

II. Charity toward our ndghbour demandeth from us 
Ik great care of our converiation before men. 

The law of charity^ which is the great fatw of Chrifli* 
anlty, doth oblige us eamefUy to farther our neig^bour'i 
good of all kinds, efpeoially that which is inoomparably 
his beft good> the welfare of his fool ; which how can we 
better do, than by attraAing him to the performaiioe of 
Ms duty to God) and by withdrawing him from the com- 
miffion of fin ? And how can we do that without an ap* 
parently good converfation, or without plainly dechxmgy 
as occ^on (heweth^ for virtue, both in word and deed ? 
how can a fhy refervednefs conduce to that end? what tnJl 
invifible thotq^ts or aflefiions of heart confer thereto ? 
Rom. zTv. It is a precept of charity, that we ihouki pur/ise ikitigs 
1 Cor, xiv. wheremih one may edify another: and how can we per- 
se, form that duty, without iiiq>arting our mind, and, as it 
were, transfiifing it into others ; fo as by cohvertis^ them 
from error and fin, by inftilling good principles, by exciting 
good refolutions, to lay in them a foundation of good* 
nefs, or b^^ cherifhing and improving the fame to rear a 
ftru3:ure of virtue in them ? how. can we mutually edify 
Without mutually advifing virtue, edtcyrting to it, recom- 
mending and imprefling it by our exemplary behaviour) 
n«(«Mixir- The Apoftles do enjoin, that we ihould exhort one ox- 
agrhe^ v^^^' andf edify one ^mother; that we fhould eenfiim tm 
11. woiher^ to provoke (or to whet and infUgaHeone another) 
EWi^«-^^' ^ ^^ and to good works ; the which -can ndwifb be' per** 
|m7*». formed, withenit exprefsty declaring for goodnefs and re- 
markables a£dng*in its behalf: to commend and jneTs it 
by word isa pin^ of our duty} but not 4dl ef^it^nor luf- 
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fieie&t to this purpofe; efpecially feeing we cannot urge SERM. 
that with good confidence^ nor fliall be held ferious in J^XV. 
pleadiiig for it, which wc do not ourfelves embrace in '" 

pra^oe; for how can we expeSt that our reafon fhould 
convkice others, when it doth not appear really to have 
p^rfiiadbd ourfelves^ when our doings evidently do argue 
the weaknefs ot our difcourfe ? 

Wmda hanUy will ever move without pra&ice, al* 
thovigh prafiioe fometimes will perfuade without words ; 
aooordii^ to that of St. Peter, Ye wives, be injidje&ion to 1 Pet. Hi. 1. 
your own hti/bands, that if any obey not the word, they may 
witkaia the word be won by the converfation of the wivesj 
white they behold your chqfie converfation coupled with fear, 
(or due reverence to them,) 

Agmf We Are fiwquently commanded to fhun the giv^ 1 Cor.x. as. 
ing any offence, of the putting a ftumbling^hUdt, or ««a"ci>i;vi.3, 
o&mfion iofaU, in the way of our brother ; that is, to doRom*ziv- 
any iMi^ "^^diich any wife may confer to his incumng^^* 
any fin : the which precepts are violated not only by po«- 
fitive and a^ve influence, by propofing erroneous doe** 
trine, evil advice, fraudulent enticenoents to fin, or difeou^ 
ragennfints from duty^ but alio by withhcdding the means 
ferving to prevent his tianfgreffion; fuch as a tacit indulge 
enoe or connivance, when good admonition may reclaim 
him$ the omifBon of good examfde, when it is f^afoaabley 
and probaUy may prove efficacious : for thefe negleds 
hure a inoral cauiaUty, inducing or encouraging the oom«> 
miffian of fin; our filenoe, our forbearing to a£t, our de» 
diniag bis c^portimities to giude him into the right way 
vvalL be taken for figns of £^probation and copfent ; and 
confequently as arguments to juftify or to excufe bad 
pimQioe, m. proportion to the authority and efteem we 
httve j which ever will be ibme in this cafe, when they 
favour the infirmity of men* 

Ckaiity doth farther oblige us, upon juft caufe, and in 
idue iee£an^ to check and reprove our neighbour mifde^ 
meaning himfelf; for. Warn the difrrderlyy faith the Apo«- 1 Theff. ▼. 
ttb; aad. Ham nofellowjhipy faith he, with the unfruitful ^^ ^ ^^^ 
worhO' ef darkn^ but: rather reprove them; and, 7%o« tevit. xU. 

B3 *^' 
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SERM.^a// 710^, faith the Law, hate thy brother in thy hearty 
^^^' thou Jhalt in any wife rebuke thy neighbour, and not fuf- 
fer Jin upon him : where forbearance of reproof is im- 
plied to fliew not only a defeft of charity, but hatred of 
our brother ; and a good reafon is intimated for it, be- 
caufe in fo doing we luffer fin to lie upon him ; not hin- 
dering his progrefs in it, not endeavouring his converfion 
from it : but reproof is an overt a6i ; involving fomewhat 
of opennefs and plain freedom, fuch as the Wife Man 
Prov. jutii. doth prefer before clofe good-will; for. Open rebuke^ fidth 
he, is better thanfecret love. 

We are all thus far the keepers of our brethren, and it is 
a charge incumbent on us, by all good means to preferve 
them from the worft of mifchiefs. 

In fine, there is plainly nothing more inconfiftent with 
true charity, than fuch a tomphance with fin or negled 
of duty in the fight of our neighbour, which is fcandalous, 
or may prove contagious to him ; for how can we love 
him, whofe chief good, whofe eternal welfare we do not 
tender ? whom we do not fear to feduce into the way of 
extreme mifery, or do not at leaft care to lead into the way 
of happinefs ? whom without any check we can fufier to 
forftit the befl: goods, and to incur the iaddeft calamities ? 
Wherefore if the love of ourfelvcs and a fober regard 
to our own welfare be not fufficient to induce us, yet a 
charitable difpofition and a concernednefs for oiir neigh- 
bour (for our brethren, our relations, our friends) (hould 
move us to a good, innocent, virtuous, fruitful, and ex- 
emplary converfation: if we do not care to fave ouifelves, 
Rom. xiy. yet let it pity us to damn and deftroy others by our neg- 
ligence. 

III. But if charity will not move us, yet juftice, ex- 
ading from us a care of our good converfatiou before 
men, fhould conftrain us thereto. 

Exemjdary and edifying converfation is a. deb^ which 
we owe to the v^rorld, a good office impofed on us by the 
laws of common humanity. • « 

When without our own hurt or inconvenience we can 
4o confiderable good to our neighbour, he hatb a title 
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thereto^ (granted by the common Author of our nature, SERM, 
the abfoIuteLord of all we are or have,) and he may juftly ^^^' 
demand it from us; as we in like cafe might claim it 
from him, and certainly would in matters agreeable to 
our humour e]^£fc it : wherefore feeing good converfa- 
tion not only doth not harm or incommode us, but is 
moft beneficial to ourfelves, and it exceedingly may be- 
nefit our neighbour, it is moft juft that we fhould afford it 
to him ; it is no more than fair dealing to do it ; to neg-* 
left it is a real injury to him. 

To fet ill example before our neighbour, or (which is in 
part and in effeft the fame) to withhold good example 
from him, (for not to give a good example is a bad thing, 
and ib a bad example j this,) I lay, is plainly a great ini- 
quity, and a, wrong to him. For, 

Is it not an injury to offer a cup of poifon to any man, 
to invite him to drink it, to be his tafter of it, fo drawing 
him~ to take it off without fufpicion or fear of deadly mif- 
chirf? is it not an injury to forbear warning him thereof, 
or not to deter him from it, when it ftandeth before him, 
and he is ready to put it to his mouth ? would not fuch 
a man in all confcionable efteem pafs for a murderer of 
his neighbour ? 

Is it not a great wrong to carry any man out of his 
way (out of a right, eafy, fair, and fafe road) into mazes, 
thickets, and floughs, or into intricate, foul, dangerous 
by-ways? Is it not wrongful, when he doth wander or err, 
not to reduce him thence, not to fet him in the right 
way? 

Is it. not very foul dealing to bring a man to a fteep 
precipice, and thence to leap down before him ? is it not 
fo, not to ftop him, when he is on the brink, and blindly 
moving forward to caft himfelf down headlong ? 

If thefe be injurious dealings, then palpably it is far 
more fudi to yield any enticements or encouragements, 
yea not to put obftruflions, if we are able, to our neigh- 
bour's incurring' fin, which to his foul is all thofe things ; 
the moft banej^ venom, the moft wofiil exorbitancy, the 
moft pernicious gulf that can be. 

R4 
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S£RM. We lyjirming do not only, as the Wife Man fiwA^ 

^^^- wrong our ovm fouls, but we do alfo wrong the foult -of 

Prov, Yiii. Others; drawing them or driving thenif by th« efficaoioiia 

86* impulfe of our exaaeiple, into mifchief and xnifery ; fer^ 

iCor. viii. IFhen, faith St. Paul, ye fin Jo again/i the brethreOy and 

'^* wound their weak confcience, ye fin again/l Chrift: he thene 

fpeaketh of bad example; the which he not cmly aifirmeth 

to be finful in regard of Chrift, but calleth it inning 

againft ov^r biethren^ ; and fuppofeth that we thereby do 

tiit^nrts wound or imite their confcience ; which to do is fiirdy 

Iw3(i»r/ »® ^^^ wrong to them, than if we fhould affiuik, beat, 

Af^fwm— and wound their bodies; the wounds of canicien^ benig 

of all mod grievous, and producing moli: infupportaUe 

Prov. xviii. affliction; according to that of the Wife Man, The ^hrit 

^^' of a man will hear his infirmities, but a wounded Jpkit wh» 

can bear ? 

Indeed by thus hurting our nei^bour, we do him a 
wrong, not only very great in itfelf, but fuch as may pro- 
bably be irreparable, for which hardly we can ever be 
able to make him any reftitution or compenfation ; for ^ 
better example fcarce will reach all whom a bad examine 
hath touched ; the beft example hardly will avail to undo 
that which a bad example hath done ; if thereby we have 
engaged owe neighbour in fin, we by no means can iieftore 
Lam. ▼. 16. his loft innocence, or prevent his faymg, Woe be to me^ 
for I have finned : it will be very difficult to recover him 
into that ftate (that found conditicm of foul) from wfaiah 
we did move him ; it will however coft him, if not e final 
1 Cor. viii. ruin, yet a fore repentance ; the pangs whereof no com* 
penfation which we can yield will requite: the wounds 
which we thereby do mBiSt may ranlde and prove incur- 
able; they afluredly will find no eafy ci:^^; they nanft how- 
ever either in confequence or in the cotre£iion be very 
painful ; and they will leave an ugly fear behind them* 

The injuftice ol this prafUce may alfo farUmer appwr 
upon divers fpecial accounts. 






Digiti 



zed by Google 



Proinde Things Jumeft in the Sight ofaU Men. %49 

All mm efteem pity a debt which one man oweth to SERM. 
anodier, as liable to grief and mifeiy, (the obligatkm LXV> 
whereto ig written in the bowels of each man;) which 
pky will incline to fuccour the obje6t of it in dasger or 
di^re&; wherefore every- nmn by the natm'al law is bound 
to endeavour the prevention or the refcue of another fall* 
ii|g into mifchief $ according to that of St. Jude^ Of fome Judeiaf^a* 
have compqffion, making a difference, and others fave tvith 
feoTy pulting them out of the Jire; whence to draw men 
into fin by ill pra£tice, or not to reftrain them from it by 
goody is unjuft^ aa a pitifefs^ hardhearted, cruel thing ^. 

Again 9 All men hold flattery to be a pra£dce very 
abufive^ or more than (imply wrongful; as with injury 
joinpoag contempt and co2enage ; taking advantage of a 
iDan's infirmity to work prejudice to him ; it is indeed 
a mifchievous^ a pernicious, and withal a perfidious, an 
ii^diow, aa enfnaring pra&ice; {or, A flattering tnou/i^ Pro?. zxiU 
imth the Wife Man, worheth ruin; and, A man ^^ft^*'^^^^^ j, 
tereth his neighbwr,Jpreadetk a net for his feet: but flat** deceitfbU 
tery is not only verbal; the worft flattery is not that 3^''*'^ 
whereby men lEooth and gloxe with their lips, enameag»PTOY.ucix. 
ing others by fi^itious commendations to perfift in bad^' 
courfes ; th^ is a tacit flattery, when by our connivance 
at fin we feem to approve it; there is a real flattery, udien 
by our compliance with fin we xecomasoeBd it to our ca- 
merodes; tfaefe do not look fo grofsly, yet do infinuate 
our mind, and commonly do inveigle to fin mora tSko 
t^ally } men bemg. more apt to truft our deeds than our 
words, bd^Qg more pleafed in our vouching their a^ons 
by a paxtipipation in them, and running a common hazard 
with them? tbaa in our ftraining to commend or to ex* 
cufe th^m ; whence it is, that grofs flattery hath its eStA 
chiefly upon Ampler folks, but this fubdle flattery doth 
often gull and abufe perfons of greateft capacity^ 

Again; A good conver&tion before men is a part of that 
due refped which we owe to them.. There is a regard 



^ 1 'Sam. Jiii. 13. (His fons made themfdves vile, and he reftratitcd them 
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SERM. and a kind of reverence to be had toward every man 5 
^^^* which fhould engage us to behave ourfelves decently in 
his prefence^ fignifying a confideration and efteem of his 
perfon^ of his opinion^ of his refentment^ of his affedion 
toward us : to do any foul or unhandfome thing is a con- 
tempt of him^ a rudenefs toward him^ an afiront put on 
hiin; whereby in efFeft we do flight, difparage, and re- 
proach him ; implying, that we do little value his judg- 
ment^ that we care not for his good-will ; that we pre- 
fume he hath not the fenfe to diicem, or hath not the 
^irit to dlflike, or muft have the patience to comport 
with our unfeemly and unfavoury carriage. And if to do 
other unhandfome things. before men is fuch an indignity 
offered to them, then it is efpecially fuch to commit fin 
before them^ which is the moft ugly, the moft ibrdid, the 
moft loathfome behaviour that can be ; there is no defor- 
mity^ no turpitude in nature comparaUe to fin; nothing 
foofifenfive, fo diftafteful, fo abominable to a rational fenfe; 
fo that the Wife Man's faying is very true, taken any way, 
fwr.xiY. He that defpifeth his neighbour ^Jinneth : it is both a fin to 
91. zu 12. ^0Q|.gj|||| l^xxx, and finning is an argument of contempt 
toward him; nor can we better obferve St, Peter's in- 
iPet.it. i7.jun£)ion, that we honour all men, than by forb^Euing to 
fin in their prefence, out of rafpeft to them. But farther, 

IV. Let us confider, that a good converiation before 
men is a public benefit, a great advantage to the world 
and common ftate of men. 

It is not only a good office of charity to this or that 
man; but it layeth a general obligation on our country, 
on our age^ on poflerity itfelf ; upon which a fruitful life^ 
an exemplary virtue may have notable influence. 

As notorious fin is a plague to the world, throwing in- 
fe^on and death about it ; provoking the wrath of Hea- 
ven, and thence deriving veng^mce on it; fo notable vir- 
tue is a general bleffing, producing mofi: wholefome and 
comfortable efie&s to mankind. 

For how can one more oblige the public, than by con- 
ferring help to uphold the reputation, and to propagate 
the entertainment of thofe things, which are the main 
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props of the world, for the fake of which it ftandeth, and SERM. 
by the means of which it is fuftained ; than by preferving ^^^' 
the virtue and power of confcience, which is the band of 
1^ fociety, the guardian of faith and honefty, the beft en- 
furer of juftice, order, and peace in the State, (that which 
escalteth a nation j and ejiahli/heth a kingdom;) than by pro- Pror. xit. 
ducing and promoting thofe things which certainly will 
procure the favour and bleffing of God on any people ? 

How can a man better deferve of the world, than by 
concurring to ftop the contagion of fin, and the over- 
fpreading"deluge of iniquity, together with all the lament- 
able mifchiefs confequent on them; than by averting 
the fierce wrath and fevere judgments of God, which a 
general prevalence of wickednefs necefiarily will bring 
down? 

Moft men pretend to be concerned even for the honour 
of their country \ and how can we better promote that 
than by checking the progrefs of^n, which will not only pio?. xi?. 
be the bane^ but is^ as Solomon telleth us, the reproach of^*- 
any people P 

It may poflSbly be, it. hath really been, that the confpi- 
cuous virtue of a few men (yea fomettmes of one fingle 
perfon) bath leavened a country, hath feafoned an age, 
hath imbued pofterity with an admiration of goodnefs, 
and with an affedion to it. {One man, faith St. Chryfo-. 
flx>m, iriflamed with zeal may fuffice to reform an entire 
people ^^ So among the Pagans one perfon did fet up 
the ftudy of morality, and worthily was ftyled the parent Socrates 
of (that moft ufeful) philofopky ; wherel^ he did exceed- P^f^^j^. 
ingly benefit mankind, and did confer much toward pre-i^ns. CiV. 
paring men for the reception of our heavenly philofophy. 

Such our Lord defigned his Apoftles to be; for, 1%, Matt v. is, 
laith he, are the lights ofihe world, ye are tliefalt of the^^' 
earth ; and fuch in eSe& they did prove, God by them, as 3 Cor. ii. 
St. Paul faith, mamfe/iing the favour of his knowledge in ^^* 
every place;, they not only by their heavenly dodiine, 

c 'A^xiT t7s afB-^vroi ^nXv ^t^u^ufcivos oXo»Xfi^9v ^ta^B-ti^et^Bxt Unfits*, Chryjn 
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SERM. bat chiefly by the luftre and influence of thw holy 

I-XV. example^ convertuig the world from impiouB errors and 

naughty praftices unto true rdigion and virtuouf con* 

verfation \ they did lead men to goodnefs not only by 

the ears^ but by the eyes, feeing their excelleni life, and 

W\/vLii.uHilking as they had them for enfamples* 

iv. 16*. *' ' I^ confequently may be, yea hath been, that the fin-* 

« ThcflC iii-gular integrity of one, or <rf a few perfons, difplaying it* 

felf, hath appealed divine wrath, and hath (laved ofi* im* 

msnent ruin firom a people. So one Noah, publicly main^ 

d Pet. ii. 5. taintQg and preaching righteatf/nefs, did preferve 4he whole 

race of men from extirpation; U> ten perfons avowing 

Gen. zviii. ri^tcoulhefs would have kept Sodom £rom that ruefnl 

^^* deftrudimi ; fo one good man (notably owning God, and 

interpofing for the concerns of piety) might have pre-* 

. vented that calamitous vengeance which fell upon Ifiael; 

Jer. V. 1. as Jeiemy told before, and Ezekiel aflirmed after it $ Run 

ye to and fro f faith God in Jeremy, through theforeets of 

Jertybkm, and fee now and know, andfeeh in the broad 

places thereof y if ye can find a man, if there be any that 

executeth judgment f that feeheth truths ^nd I wUl pardon 

Szek. xzii. it : and, IJoughifor a man, faith God in Ezekiel, afnoa^ 

^^* tiem^ thatfhould make np the hedge, and^nd in the gap 

before me for the land, that Ifhould not deflroy it, but I 

found none; ther'ffore have I poured mine imdignaiion upom 

Iia.i. 9. them: there was then a remnant of thofe who clofdy 

xix!i? 18.^ ^^^^ God; and perfaapsy^t^ien thoufand unknown per<^ 

fonSf who had not in their hearts de&rted rdligion; but 

this did not avert God's wrath, or preferve the natiw 

feom captivity; aa a few opmly pro£e^ng and refolnlely 

pra&ifing goodnefii might have done. 

Now who would not be g^ad of being ib public a 
iiiend, to general a bene&Aor, in perfonning that whieh 
doth otherwife fo much become him, and fo gieatly be*- 
bove him; yielding him the bdl ornaments and higbeA 
advaj&tages even upcm hia private account? who would 
not be ambitious both to oblige his country, and to fave 
Ws own foul together, by a worthy converfation ? 
Afluredly nothing can be devifed more conduciUe to 
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die e&eting a reformation and amendment of the workl^ SERM, 
(and confequently to the profperity and felicity of man- ^^^^ 
kind here^) than a confpiracy of good men in a frank and 
biiik arowing of goodnefs in the face of the world. 

V. A care of onr converfation in the fight of men is 
needful for the prefervation of our good name and fair 
repute amoi^ them. 

A good name in holy Scripture is reprefented as a fpe- 1 Chnm« 
cial gift and bleffing of God^ beftowed in recomp^ife of^*^^' 
piety and virtue, and preferred before other tnoA oonfi- (Ecd* m 
detable gifts and bleffings concerning our external ftate;^'^ 
for. By humility y faith the Wife Man, and the fear ofthevror.xxiu 
Lard are riches and honour; both are the rewards o^ P^^tyl rpf,c»ii.9.) 
but comparing them, A good name, faith he, is rather to^ror. xxii. 
he ckofen than great riches : it cannot therefore be a c<m-^* 
temptible thing, nor ought it to be neg^eSed by us; for 
none of God's gifts, no reward which he propofeth, ou£^ 
to be flighted. 

Reafon and experience alfo do concur in (hewing that a 
good repute is a valuable thing, not only as a fdroma* 
ment of our perfons, and a commodious inftrument of ac« 
tion toward our jNrivate welfare, as a guard oi our lafety 
and qtdet, as ferving to procure divers convemences oi 
life; but as very advantageous, very ufeftd upon morale; ^MtHft!^ 
and fpiritual accounts; qualifying us with greater eafe*"'?'** -^"^ 
and efficacy to ferve God, and to do good ; for indeed it ' * ' 
is manifeft, that without it we fliall be uncapable of doing 
God or man any confiderable fervice* 

Wherefore in duty and wifdom we fhould be carriul of 
preferving this jewel; the which we cannot otherwife do, 
than by obferving this apoftoUcal rule, of providing OAngs 
honeft in thejight of all men; for a good converiati<m ia 
1^ 01^ guard and convoy of a good name : how can 
mm conceive good opinion of us otherwife than from a 
view of worthy qusfities and good deeds ? They may dia- 
nuk^ hope, but they camiot confidently judge well of uf 
otherwife than upon good evidence : Ye Jhall know them Matt Til. 
ly their fruits, (that is, by apparent works, falling imder **• *"• ^^' 
human cognizance,) is the rule whereby our Saviouj^ 
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SE RM. teacheth us to diftinguifli of men, and to build a rij^t 
y.XV. opinion concerning them. Honour is the ihadow, the 
infeparable attendant of confpicuous virtue* 

A good converfation will indeed command efleem, and 
irrefiftibly extort refpeft from all men. 

Wife and good men heartily will approve it, and gladly 
will yield it due commendation j they cannot but h<MU)ur 
ttom. xiv. it whenever they fee it, as beft fuiting with their own judg- 
ment and with their affeftion. 

Yea it will procure refpeft even from the worft men; 
for it is a miftake to think that bad men really do or can 
defpife true goodnefs : in truth, however they may pre- 
tend or make a fhew to flight and fcom it, however in 
words they may flout and revile it, yet in their hearts 
' they cannot but admire and reverence it ; although their 
will may be fo pervertecl as to fet them againft it, yet 
their reafon cannot be fo deftroyed (or natural light fo 
quenched in them) as to difapprove it ; they do but vilely 
diflemble, and belie their confcience, when they make 
as if they did condemn or contemn it : \As, faith St 
Chryfofl;om, they who openly do flatter ill livers^ doM 
their mind reprove them ; fo they who envy the workers of 
good, in their confcience will admire and approve therA^i 
at leaft they will do thus in their fober nund; vrfien 
with any ferious application they do refleft on things; 
when the eye of their foul is anywife cleared from the 
mifts of lufl: and paflion : it is not to be heeded what they 
fay in a flufl:er or ranting mood, when they are near out 
of their wits, and have their judgment ftifled by ferfnal 
imaginations ; but what they think wheii their mind is 
fomewhat compofed, and natural light doth fliine freely 
in it. 

Indeed fuch wretches really do moft defpife thofe who 
confort and comply with them in finful foUi^a ; aft they 
cannot in thdr hearts honour themfelves, fo they cannot 
efteem thofe whom they find like unto them i efpecinlly 

d 0< U fia^xavU Touro ^otovvrtg, xark to fwuiof vfAag ^nvfui^ovTeUf ««< mW»ii» 
Xtr<. Ckfyf, in Matt, v. 1 6. 
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they defpife thofe v^hom they obferve to be fo bafe and SERM, 
fiUy, as againft their own judgment and confcience to ^^^' 
fear thdr difpleafure or to regard their cenfure ; looking 
upon them as vaflals to their humour^ and renega^)es 
from their own confcience. 

Moreover a good conver&tion certainly will engage 
Almighty God to protect our reputation, and to confer 
honour upon us. For he as Governor of the world, the 
Patron of goodnefs, the Difpenfer of proper rewards to all> 
is in a manner bound to encourage thofe openly who vifi- 
bly do own him an<i take his part, who promote his glory 
and intereft, who pay him due fervice and obedience^ 
who in regard to his authority do faithfully purfue that 
whi€^ is right and good ; he furely will fee fit to repay 
fuoh in the fame kind, by openly acknowledging, coun- 
tenancing, and honouring them : accordingly he hath tied 
himfelf to do fo by his exprefs word and promife; for, Them^ i Sam. u. 
faith he, that honour mcy I will honour; and they thai de*^^* 
Jpife «we, Jhall be lightly efteemed : he faid it in reference 
to old Eli, who had neglefted the duty of reftraining his 
fin^s from fin ; which is a cafe very much of kin to all neg- 
le& of exemplary piety. And, IVhofoevery faith our Lord, Luke xU. t . 
JhaU confefs me before meuj him Jhall the Son of man alfo 
confefs before the angels of God; but he that denieth me 
before men, Jhall be denied before the angels of God: the 
which (one moft comfortable, the other mofl: terrible) fen- 
tences are to be underftood. He that confeflleth our Lord 
not merely by verbal profeffion, (for divers fuch who faigy Matt. V\L 
Lord, Lordj he will not fo much as know at the final judg- ^^' **' 
ment,) but in real practice ; he that denieth him, not only 
by renouncing him with the tongue, but by difobeying 
him in fcandalous converfation, by working iniquity, by 
the apoftafy-of bad manners. 

. VL Laftly; The public difcharge of a good confcience 
will yield manifbld advantages and great benefits to our- 
felves J not only as good (and thence needful to our' falva- 
tion and our comfort)* but as public 5 fome of which I 
ihaU touch. 
• Such ^.pra6iice will much fecure and ftrengthen us in 
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SERM. goodnefsj for he that hath the heart with refdludon and 
J^-XV. conftancy to do well, notwitfaftandb^ any worMiy dif- 
couragement, althoi^ he thereby doth cro& the hmmmr 
of the worlds and incurreth the difpleafare, enry^ halarcd^ 
cenfure, and obloquy of men, he thus having exalted hii 
virtue above the favour and fear of the wcnrld, hath fet it 
ID a fafe place, hath rendered it impregnable^ 

The oonfideration of having attained fo happy and fo 
worthy a viftory over the mod dangerous temptatioBd 
1 John T. 4. (the viftory of faith oyer the world) will be very oom- 
fcMrtable; and the fuflferings which (from the disfavour, en-* 
mity, and oppofition of men) do attend fuch a prafiJce, 
being a kind of martyrdom, yn}l yield all the joys and 
comforts (together with the hopes and rewards) of an 
heroical patience. 

It will afford great &tisfa6tion of mind to reflefk on the 

confequences of Ibch a practice ; and to confider that oiif 

refolution hath engaged or confirmed others in goodneis, 

hath preferved them from ^^ hath withdrawn them front 

bad courfes, and faved them from perdition ; that we have * 

been inftrumental to the falvation and happinefs dP aiiy 

. ibui; that, beflde our own fins, (which are a btirden too 

heavy for any man well to bear,) we have not the fins of 

others to account for, and fhall not be loaded with the guilt 

of thofe whom otu* negle& of duty, our cmnplianee with 

fin, our flupd ooldnefs and indifference in regard to fpiri^ 

tual affairs, our difihnulation or connivance at the fcandal>- 

ous violation of God's honour and tranfgreffion of his laws, 

might have encouraged in fin ; that we are not liable xx^ 

' Esek. xiii. that reproof in the Prophet, Ye himejirengthened the hands 

'^' of the wicked^ that hefliouUL not return from his wicked wcsfi* 

We fhall highly oblige thofe wbxnn b^ our goodi en** 

deavour or example we ihall convert to righteoufiieA,. or 

reclaim firom iniquity, or fhall any wife flop in their cav^r 

to ruin; who when tbey fhall recover fiom their ertor, 

tTim.U. and fbbedy refled on tl^ cafe, (when they fhadl dMW^- 

^^* ftoiv, become again fiaber, getting qui as it were of their 

drunken fit,) will heartily thank us, will bleft us^ wffl 

pfay for us, as having hod on th^n a' very gieat obi^- 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Provide Things hone/i in the Sight of all Men. 2^7 

Uon, aad done them the greateft kindnefs that could be; SERM. 
fo tliat they will be ready to fay to us, as David did tp LXV. 
AUgail^ BleJM be the Lord God of Ifrael, who fent Me^igam.xrv. 
tka day to meet me : and llejfed be thy adviccy and hleffed^'^- 
he ihouy whieh hq/l kept me this day from Jhedding of blood; 
i3m will h^ the confequence of plain dealing in fuch cafes^ 
and tiM wM be ftilfiUed which the Wife Man faith, HeVxovMvWu 
thai rebuheih a man afterwards Jiall find more favour^^^^"^^'^' 
than he that flattereih with the tongue. 

We theoreby fiiall efcape the fore complaints tind fell 
imrfes of thof^ whom our naughty or carelefe demeanour 
httth involved in iinftil pradice ; for when their confcience 
]8 awBkcQQl into a fenfeof their guilt, when they feel the 
ftings of remorfe, when they perceive the extreme da- 
mage and woe which they have incurred, then will they 
di&hailge thdr refeotments of heart againft thofe who 
has^e aaywife been accefiary to their, fall into fuch a con- 
iHiSkm'f then in their bittemefs of foul, in the agony of their 
forrow and perplexity, they will be apt to exclaim, Curf- 
fdd h^ the day that I knew fuch an one, or that I did con- 
y.er& virith bim,'who did betray me into this plight, who 
did uiyeigle me into tempitation, who did not phick me 
back from that finful pradice by which I now fo deeply 
fu£fer$ curfed be his bafe cowardice, his fond modefty, 
bis affe&ed wifdom, his treacherous negligence, his un- 
coofcionable indiffbrence, his impious want of zeal for 
God's honour and charity for my foul, which did keep 
\am from oheddng me in my bad caurfes and reclaiming 
me to my duty by wholefome reproof, by feafonable ad- 
^ce, by ejcemplary |»a^ce before me : it will furely be a 
great comfort to us, that we have not given occafion for 
fiifih iOomfdaiiUis; but in proportion may fay with St. 
Paul^ I am pure from the blood of all men; for I have notA&s xx. 
gunned to declare unto you all the counfel of God, |^' ^ ^.. 

It is siSo no fmall advantage to us, that by a good con- ly.xxxiii.?. 
yedktion we Ihall procure the particular friend(hip and af- 
fe6k|on of good men ; for it is that wjbich diicovereth gpod 
mai to one another^ which kindleth their affeSlion toward 
fiadi other, whicdi ihuwetk them together, and breedeth 

VOL. III. s 
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3£RM. a familiarity between them, and knitteth their hearts to- 
liXV. gether in a holy love ; from whence they come to enjoy, 
the faithful advice, the kind affiftance, the feafonaWe con- 
folations, and the hearty prayers each of other; the which 
great benefits are loft by concealment of ourfelves, and 
refervednefs in doing good 5 for how can any man know 
him to deferve love, whofe goodnefs is not difcemible I 

Such confiderations may induce all perfons, of every 
rank and condition, to oblerve this apoftolical precept, fo 
far as their capacities do reach j I fliall only adjoin, that 
it efpecially doth concern perfons of quality, in proportion 
to their eminency in dignity, power, authority, reputa- 
tion, or any peculiar advantage, whereby the beneficial 
efficacy of good converfation is increafed. 
Matt. V. 14. Such perfons are like a cityfeated on a mountain^ which 
cannot he hid; the height of their ftation and luftre of their 
quality do expofe them to the obfervation of all; and their 
authority doth recommend their praftice to the imitation 
of obfervers. 

Their example cannot fail of having a mighty influence; 
its light doth guide men, its weight doth fway them ; it 
doth feem to warrant and authorize practice ; inferiors 
would be afraid or aihamed to difcoft from it. 

They have not the temptations which other men have 
to comply with fin out of fear, out of complaifance, out of 
defign ; they being to lead anil give law, not to follow or 
receive it ; they being the firft movers in converfation; the 
fafliion being regulated by them, or indeed being merely 
a conformity to their deportment. 
Conft. A- They ihould by their innocence qualify themfelves to 
poft. ii. 1 7. reprove others with authority and courage. 

They in gratitude to God, who hath beftowed on them 
fuch advantages, are obliged td employ them for his 
fervice. 

They particularly were defigned and endowed with 
Rom. xiii. thofe advantages, that by them they might countaiatice, 
i7eUi 14 ^^^ encourage, might rewanl, might by all means pro- 
'.mote goodnefs in the worlds 

They accordingly are refponfible for the influence 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Provide Things hone/l in the Sight of all Men. 259 

thdr converfation hath 5 fo that in the final account moft SERM. 
adions of men will lie at their door, fo that they (hall re- ^^^' 
fpe£tively be either highly rewarded for the virtues and 
good works, or feverely punifhed for the vices and fins of 
mankind : the which moft weighty confideration I leave 
by God's grace to be ferioufly applied by them, who are 
concerned therein. 
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SERMON LXVI. 



PROVIDE THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT 
OF ALL MEN. 



2 Cor. viii. 21. 

Providing for honeji thingSy not only in theJiglU of the 
Lordy but alfo in the fight of men* 

SERM. If we obferve the world, we may eafily therein difcetn 
^^^^' many perfons, who being inwardly well difpofed (ftanding 
right both in judgment and affeftion to goodnefs) are 
yet loath to appear very good^ and hardly will own Chrif- 
tian virtue in the conftant difcharge of public duties^ or in 
ftri6k abftinence from finfiil pra6Uces; but commonly 
(againft'the diftate of their reafon, afid fenfe of their heart) 
negleft the one, and comply with the other : an odd fort 
of hypocrites or diffemblers 5 who ftudioufly conceal their 
better part, and counterfeit themfelves worfe than they 
are ; who adore God in their hearts, and addrefs devotions 
to him in their clofets, but fcarce will avow him in their 
vifible profeffion and pra^ice 5 who have a confcience, but 
are fhy of difclofing it, or letting it take air, and walk 
in open light, confining it as a criminal to clofe reftraint 
or obfcure retirement; who gladly would be religious 
and (launch, if there might be no notice taken of it, but 
take care of being remarkable (or as it were fcandalous) 
for it; who think fit to compromife and compound the 
bufinefs between God and the world, maintaining a neu- 
trality and correfpondence with both, fo as privately to 
court the one, and publicly to clofe with the, other. 
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Such praftice is flatly repugnant to that rule, which SERM. 
otherwhere in precept, and here by his own example, the LXVI. 
holy Apoftle doth recommend to usj direfting us notRom. xii. 
only before God, (that is, in our heart, and in our fecret,'^.^ 
retirements, which God alone doth behold,) but alfo before ^^^m, 
men, that is, in our external and vifible converfation, care* 
folly to perform things good and laudable, efchewing 
whatever is bad or culpable. 

Our obligation to which rule hath already been con* 
finned by divers other precepts in holy Scripture, concur^ 
ring in the injuo^on of it ; and its obfervance urged by 
various pofitive confiderations of great weight and force, 
(declaring how necefl&ry it is for promoting God's honour 
and glory, how requifite it is for maintaining the dignity 
of oar profeffion, and advancing the interefts of goodnefs, 
how charity and juftice toward our neighbour do exa£t it 
frmn us, how condueible it is to the public benefit of 
mankind, and how advantageous in many refpefts to o\xc 
own particular welfare;) and not infixing farther uppn 
thofe ctmfiderations, I fliall now only enforce it by fcan* 
iiing the common principles, grounds, motives, pretences 
or excufes of the contrary praftice, which I before 
touched, of openly deferting virtue, or declining the per* 
formance of duty before men ; and by (hewing how very 
foolifii and vain, how very naughty and bafe, bow very 
mifchievous, dangerous, and pernicious they are. 

They chiefly are thofe which I (hall immediately touch 
and reflied: upon. 

I. Men commonly in their vifible converfation do neg- 
left their duty, or comply with fin out of modefty ; be- 
caufe they are afharoed of doing that which may expofe 
them to fome cQfgrace or cenfure ; becaufe virtuous prac- 
tice may raife diftaAe in the company, and provoke the 
fcom of thofe with whom they converfe ; becaufe fuch a 
point -of duty is out of requeft, and (lighted in the world; 
tliey a*« afraid of men's faces; their tender forehead can- jcr. i. s. 
ndt fidbdn derifion, or endure to be flouted for being out 
of >iie mode, and wearing an uncouth garb of eonfcience. 

But this plainly is a pennerfe and unmanly modefty ; a 
S3 
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SBRM. fond, a vile, a fhameful fliame : fie on it ! fliould any man 
^XVI. be afliamed of that, which is his chief beauty, his beft 
ornament, his fole dignity and glory ? fliould a man be 
afliamed of being evidently wife in his conduft, of fol- 
lowing his reafon, of confulting his true intereft, of puriu- 
ing his own certain welfare and felicity ? is it fit that any 
man fliould be afliamed of paying due acknowledgment, of 
yielding due reverence, of rendering due gratitude, of 
performing due fervice to his Creator, fovereign Lord, and 
great Benefaftorj to whom he oweth all, upon whofe 
will he entirely dependeth, at whofe abfolute difpofal he 
is ? Surely thefe are no fliameful things, but fuch rather 
wherein we ought to have the greateft confidence, which 
we ought to perform with the greatefl: afifurance. 

If we are baflifiil, let us be fo in regard to things which 

are truly fliameful ; let us be afliamed of fin, that is, of 

our moft real deformity, our turpitude, our difgrace, our 

wretchednefs ; the which indeed is the only diflionoiirable 

. and defpicable thing ; the which did firft produce fliame, 

Gen. iii. 2. and did introduce it into the world, (for while imiocence 
did abide, there was no fliame,) and the which will ever 
carry flmme along as its infeparable adherent : it would 
indeed become us to blufli at our horrible unworthinefs 
and deteftable ingratitude toward our bountiful Lord, and 
moft gracious Redeemer; it were proper for \is to be 
confounded at our extreme folly and foul treachery to- 
ward ourfelves, in betraying our fouls to guilt, to regret, 
to wrath and punifliment : who fliould be afliamed, who 

Pf. XXV. 3. not, the holy Pfalmift hath well taught us, Let none that 
wait on thee be ajhamed; let them he ajhamed which tranf- 
grefs without cauje : and, Let the proud be ajhamed^^biit 
let my heart be found in thyjiatutes^ that I be not ajhamed. 
It is true modefty to be afliamed of doing unworthy and 
unhandfome things 5 but to be afliamed of doing what 
reafon and duty reqtdre, is pitiful weaknefs of mind* 

We do not owe fo much regard to vicious and vain 
perfons, as to be daflied out of countenance by them; we 
fliould rather by our mafculine refolution and upcigbt 

Tit. ii. 8. confidence put tbem to confufion. 



ti. ^5. 



Pfal. ciix, 
78—80, 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Provide Things hon^ in the Sight of all Men. 263 

If ffaame be an evil which we would avoid, the only SERM. 
remedy thereof we may learn from thofe words of the ^XVL 
Pfalmiil^ Thenjhall I not he ajhamed, when I have refpe& to pfai. cxix. 
thy te/iimonies : but it is a fond courfe to fliun difgrace by ^* 
doing that which alone deferveth it. 

Is it not alfo a wild thing to feem modeft toward men, 
while we are really fo bold with God, as prefumptuoufly 
ta offend him, to affront him, to provoke him (as thofe in If. i^v. 3. 
the Prophet did) to his face P for fo indeed every (inner vtu, Ta/ 
doth; and as it is the greateft inadvertency not to confider 
God alway prefent with us, fo it is the height of impu- 
dence to fin in his prefence, or to prefer a regard to men 
before the reverence due to his eye *. 

Is it not alfo great folly for declining a little prefent 
traniient difgrace, to do that whereof afterward we (hall 
be ^ievoufly and perpetually afhamed; which we fliallWifd. iv, 
never remember or refleft upon without confufion, (ac- 
cording to that of the Apoftle, IVhat fruit had ye of thofe (Jer. xxii. 
things whereof ye are now afhamed P) the confequence ^^'^ ^j^ 

whereof is our llanding obnoxious to Jhame and everlafting^- 

Dan. xii. ft. 

contempt. 

If we be thus afhamed of God, and of our duty to him, 
may he not juftly in recompenfe be afhamed of us, and 
difdain to own us in favour and mercy ? He will furely, he 
hath often declared fo; Whofoever^ faith our Lord, ^aZ/ L^l^c f x. 
he afhamed of me and of my words ^ of himjhall the Son of^ xira! ii. 
man be afhamed, when hejhall come in his own glory, and ^^' 
in his Father's, and of the holy angels, 

2, Another principle, near of kin to the former, dif- 
pofing men to commit fin, or wave duty in their open con- 
verfation, is fear of lofing the good-will, or getting the 
ill-will of men. 

It muft often happen, that whoever will be virtuous, and 
-ftick to his duty, will forfeit the favour of men, will incur 
their difpleafure, will provoke their indignation ; by croff- 
ing their humour and conceit, by implicitly flighting their 
opii^ion and condemning their practice : this is the portion 

( • Quid qtiaefo rationis habet verecundari ad diem hominis, ct vultum D«i 
non vcreri ? Bern. Ep, 108. 

S4 
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SERM. and fate of ftria and ftiff piety j the ffiertdfliip (tf God and 

^^^^* the World are not well confident ; And St. Paul's mle may 

Jam.iv.4. be converted, IfJJkould pleafe men, IJhould not be the 

i^John a. fervant of Chrift : hence men pri«ing the favour of nien 

Gal. i. 10. with the advantages of it, and dreading their anger, hittred^ 

difdain, with the mifchiefs confequent on them, ate fea^d 

from their duty. 

But in truth this is a filly, a baft, a forty fear, arguing 
wretched meannefs of fpirit, and pitiful c^wdrdice. I'or, 

Doft thou, fond wretch, fear to lofe the favoiit of man, 
whofe favour doth avail nothing to thy ntain intercfts, 
and cannot anywife confiderably benefit thfee, (f6r in no 
refped dofl; thou depend on his will and providence,) but 
doft not fear being deprived of God's favour, upon which 
all thy good hangeth, whereih thy fixity iionfifteth^ 
without which thou art uncapable of any profperity, of 
any fecurity, of kny joy or comfort ? 

Doft thou fear the difpleafure of man, of poor impotent 
Job XIV. 6. man, a forty frail wormy whofe breAth is in his no/irils, 
(ready to fly away in every moment,) whole anger can do 
thee, no real harm, whofe power can hardly touch thee> 
Mattx.3$.can nowife reach thy feml or its concerns; whilft thou 
dreadeft not to offend the eternal allnighty God, under 
whofe feet thou lieft, ready to be cruflied into nothing, ot 
ftamped down into hell at his pteafure ? 

Dareft thou not, O heartlefs daftard, to do that which 
is in thy power eafily to do, which thou art infinitely ton* 
cemed to do, which upon fo many accounts thou art 
oWiged to do, out of fear to crofs thine equal, yea far 
thine inferior in this cafe ; for he that ftatuteth to his duty, 
as he hath the better caiife, fo he hath the greater fbrce, 
and affuredly will defeat all his oppofers ? 

Art thou, O pufiUanimous flave> in regard tb any etea- 
ture, thy fellow-flibjeft and fervant, afraid of exprefflng thy 
loyalty to thy fovereign Lord, thy love t6 infinite good- 
nefs, thy gratitude to thy beft fiiend and kindeft betitefkc- 
tor, thy reverence toward the divine majefly, thihe awe tS 
uncontrolable power ? is this a reafonablei an excu^iMej 
a tolerable fear? 
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SuJ^Iy If ever to be driven out of heart id reproachful, SERM. 
if ever to be cowed doth argue infirmity and abjedneft of ^^^^!. 
fptfit^ it is in this cafe ; wheal we have all the reafon and 
dbligatioii in the world to be mod courageous and refo- 
lute, to fear no colours, to make our party good againil 
all dppoiitiofi; when we have the greateft neceffity to 
engage us, and the greateft advantage to encourage us to 
hold out ftoutly ; the greateft neceifity, feeing all that we 
have, our life, our falvation, our eternal weal doth lie at 
ftake; for it is not a vain thing for you, iecaufe it is yourDevLUxnu. 
l^e: the greateft advantage, for that if we will, we are*^' 
invincible, and afTured of an eafy vi6lory, feeing we take 
part with God, and have Omnipotency on our fide 5 fo 
that we ^an fay with David, The Lord is my helper, Jpfal. cxviii. 
will not foar what man can do unto me: The Lord is ♦^yHcb.xiii.e 
light ami my falvation, tvhomjhall I fear f the Lord is /AePfei.ivi.ii! 
Jirengtk of my life, ofu)homJhall t he afraid f il'a^Wh"; 

There is not indeed, to thofe who are under God's J<^'- «• «• 
fpecial proteftion, and confide in him, any thing in nature ifa*. nxi 10. 
iti^y formidable or terrible : it is his peculiar attribute to^^" **^*' 
be ihe mighty and terrible One; he recommendeth bkn* Num. ziv. 
felf to us as onrfear, that is, the fpecial obje£k of it; we^'^^t^s* 
therefore do facrilegiouily wrong him, by fearing any a Cbion. 
other thing in fuch cafes of competition, and when we are "/. ^y.\^, 
concerned to fear him ; whence then we are prohibited to '• 7- 
fear the greateft powers in the world; Fear not ^/tem Deut. vH. ' 
which kill the body, (if God permit them,) btU are not aJfc^j^^jj: ^^• 
to kill the foul : hut rather fear him who is able to rf^roy Pf.lxxvi.7, 
both iody and foul in hell. iVVaTa!' 

ff^Ao, frith St. Peter, is he that will (or that can) AflrmxH. 10. 
V^ \fy^ b(s followers of that which is ^ood ?— wheirfore 26%8*' 
he not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; butjanc^ '^** •««»«^ 
tijy the Lord God in your hearts, (by a pure confidence in 1 Pct. iiu 
himO ^3, 14. 

In fuch e&fes> we (hould be ready to aocoft the greateft 
potent£tt^s in terms like thofe of the three brave youths in 
DMiel; O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not carejid to osi/ier^Dan.ru. !6, 
ihee in Ms mutter. fT it be fo, our God whom weferve is ^^* ^®« 
nbk to deliver us from the tmrnmg fiery fivrtiaie, and he will 
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SERM. deliver us out oj thine hand, king. But (however) if not, 
^* be it known unto thee, king, that we will not ferve thy 
gods, nor worjhtp thy golden image which thou haft fit jip. 
And if, in imitation of fo worthy an example, we fhould 
defy the wrath of the greateft kings, demanding any finfol 
compliance from us, how poor a thing is it io fear the 
difpleafure of forry companions enticing us to the like? 
how much more (hould we defy all the crew of heilorly 
ruffians and huffing braggadocios ? 

While wicked profane men are fo bold and flout in im- 
pugning goodnefs, we fhould be courageous in defenoe of 
PcoTixxviii.it, The righteous is as bold as a lion. 

The fear of God (the which is moft reafonable and pru- 
dent, and confident with the bravefl courage) fhould ex- 
clude the fear of men; the which is no lefs vain than 
bafe ; the which indeed doth involve the wUdefl boldnefs, 
and mofl raih foolhardinefs in the world, pufhing us into 
the moft defperate adventures that can be ; while by fin^ 
ning we incenfe the mofl dreadful anger, we invade the 
moft formidable power, we incur the mofl horrible dan- 
gers, we run headlong into the jaws of death and he]ji ; 
fuch a mixture there is of bafe cowardice and mad auda- 
city in pra£dces ifTuing from that principle. 

3, Men commonly do negleft the open practice of virtue 
^ut of care to decline envy ; for ill men feeing others en- 
dowed with worthy qualities, which they want ; perform- 
ing good deeds, from which their infirmity or pravity doth 
hold them averfe; entitled to commendations, rewards, 
and advantages to which they cannot afpire, and whereby 
they feem to eclipfe their credit, or impair their interefl, 
or expofe their unworthinefs j cannot look on fuch per*- 
fbns without an evil eye, or without conceiving in their 
:heart malevolent grudges at them, which they will be apt 
to vent in fpiteful pra6tices, endeavouring to fupplant or 
blaft their virtue; men are apt to envy the favourites of 
]£^^. God, as they are of princes. Nor indeed doth any thiing 
^^^^ more powerfully ipcite men to hurt their neighbour than 
o>mcm- fuch mal^ty, being edgfi4 by that anguifh which their 
B^. ^m!^^^ ®y* ^^* *^^ ' ^® ^^^ which envy, and it? naifchiev- 

ii. 9. 
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ous efFefls, men commonly are tempted to withdraw its SERM; 
caufe, their own virtue, that its bright luftre may not ^^ ^' 
wound the fight of fuch neighbours. 

But thus to appeafe envy by deferting virtue is very 
fond and abfurd. For, 

Shall I caft away my beft goods, becaufe another would 
not have me to enjoy them ? fliall I be terribly fick, to 
cure another's diftempered fancy? Ihall I render myfelf 
miferable, becaufe another doth not like to fee me happy? 
becaufe he doth want charity, muft I forego innocence ? 
becaufe he doth not love me, fliall I hate myfelf? to pleafe 
him merely, without bettering him, to eafe him of a 
wholefome fmart, fliall I difpleafe God, and abufe myfelf? 

Would he' not be a filly man, who being envied becaufe 
he feemeth a favourite of his prince, would, to gratify 
fudi enviefs, offend his prince? No furely, this is too 
fond a regard unto any man's bafe difpofition, this is too 
great a gratification of an enemy's pleafure, this is too 
flavifli a depreflion of a man's felf : rather let him fret, let 
him torment himfelf, let him inflift a juft punifliment on 
his own uncharitable and unworthy humour; whereby 
perhaps he may be reduced to difcem his folly and cor- 
reft his fault. 

Would any man upon fuch terms part with his eftate, 
mar his bufinefs, flur his reputation, or purpofely play the 
fool? would any man become poor, infamous, or con- 
temptible, becaufe to be rich, to be profperous, to be ho- 
nourable, to be wife, are invidious things? Much lefs 
fliould a man upon that account negle£i his duty, thereby 
betraying his foiil, difcarding the love and favour of God, 
deilroying the fatisfa^on of his confcience, and forfeiting 
his hopds of felicity : damages and miichiefs comparable 
to which all the envy and fpite in the world can nowife 
bring upon him. 

If we would avoid envy, we fliould not do it by incur- 
ring a worfe evil, and' rendering oiu'felves cohtemptiUe 
for unworthinefs ; we fliould rather damp it by modefty, 
humility, an inoffenfive tenour of life. 

We {faould furmount xXy and quafli it bycoiiflant blame- 
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SEAM, lefs converfation : the which will kill the envious or the 
LXVL envy. 

An unqueftionable virtue wiU flop the mouth of detrao- 
tion, and drive envy into corners, not daring to (hew itfelf 
againft it. 

4. A common prindjde, from whence negleA of duty 
and commiffion of fin in vifible converfation doth fpring, is 
a fear of infamy and reproach, whereto the ftrid pra6dce 
. of virtue is liable ; men not enduring to bear the odious 
ceniures, the foul imputations, the ugly charafters^ the 
fcurvy epithets, and opprobrious names, wherewith the 
bold and fpiteful enemies of goodnefs are wont to afperfe 
and brand its faithful adherents. 

To be deemed weak, credulous, fuperftitious, formal, 
timorous, nice, fqueamifh, fcrupulous, ftrsdtlaced, con* 
ceited, affeftedy crofs, furly, morofe, froward, ftubbom, 
pertinacious, proud. 

To be termed a foppifh fimpleton, doting on fpecola- 
tions and enilaved to rules ; a fantailical humouriftj a pre- 
cafe bigot, a rigid ftoic, a demure fneakfby, a clowmih 
fingularift, or nonconformift to ordinary ufage, a ftiff 
opiniatre ; a man of a pitiful narrow fpirit, pent up within 
a finall compafs, confined by principles, fettered by laws, 
living in bondage to his confcience. 

Thefe and the like harfli cenfures, foul reproaches, and 
abufive feoffs, even all which invention quickened by 
envy, choler, rancorous fpite, and aided by the malicious 
Pfal. Ivii. fiend, can fuggefi, wherewith the profane crew of men 
®' *' ufualiy do confpire to daub and perfecute thofe who re- 
fiife to comply with their unconicionable extravagances 
land impeties, men can hardly brook ; and thence to (hun 
them yield up all, crofs their reafon, proflitute their con* 
fcience, violate all their obligations ; chooiing rather to 
be juftly reproachable for bad a£tions, than unjuftly re* 
proached for good. 

But with fuch a perfon, who is thus diverted from his 
duty, let me expoftulate. 

Doft thou well to regaard what imbridlfed tongue out of 
ar wanton mind and corrupt heart do fputter and loom? 
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Shall thy praftice dqiend cm their loofe wit or licendous SERMv 
talk, fo that thou muft do nothing which they (ball not be ^^^^ 
in humour to commend ^ ? 

Wik thou renounce all wifdom, abandon thy beft in* 
tereft, forfeit thy happinefs, to decUne a fquib or a flurt <^ ? 

Would not he be a ftark fool, who would be railed or 
jeered out of his way in tra?^ out of his bufinds in traf- 
fic, out of his eftate or real intereft upon any occafionj 
and is he not evidently far more fuch, who will be flouted 
<mt of his duty, out of his falvation, out of any fpiritual 
advantage ? Was not the pra<9:ice of David more advif^ 
able, who faid, The proud have had me in derifion; yet have Pi'&l* cxix^ 
I not declined from thy law P 

David, a great king, a man of fii^lar codiiage and gal- 
lantry, a glorious hero ; yet even him did bold and bafe 
people deride. Whom will not profane impudence affail ? 
whom will not they attempt to deter ifoona goodnefs ? 

Art thou'ib Mind as not to difcem whenoe at cometh 
that they difparage virtue ? that is, from their extreme 
Taiiity and rathnefs, which move them to fpeak any 
Uiifig without confideration or difcretion ; froin their (^leat 
naughtiiiefs and weaknefs, their bdng bewitched widi 
pleafure and befotted wdth vice, which engageth them to 
take part fo furioufly wkh them; from their malignity 
and fpite againft that which crofieth their fond humouns 
and erorbitant lufts; from their pride, which fweHeth 
againft tbofe who by <)ontrary ppaftice diflfent from their 
foHy, and reprove their wickednefs, and eclipfe their re- 
pute 5 from their envy, which repineth at thy appearing 
better and happier than themfelves, thy excelling them in 
true worth, thy enjoying that fatisfaftion which thqy 
wanti ^y attaining that bldfed hope to which they can- 
not arfpire : and feeing that their reproaches do iflue from 
fuch principles, wilt thou regard them? 

Afe their words any flander, who bei^g profeffed ene- 



b Nihil ^cft tarpius, quam fapientle vftam ab infipiemium fermonc pen- 
^ duid de te alU loquantur, ipfi videant. Scipio apud Cic, in Sbmn, 
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SERM. mics of goodnefs do naturally impugn it by the readieft 
/^.^^^' ^^^^ ^^®y have, a virulent and petulant tongue «*? 

Can their dirty language, befpattering good things, al- 
ter their nature, or render that diihonourable and odious^ 
which in itfelf is moft excellent, moft suniable, moft ve* 
nerable, moft ufeful and profitable ^P 

Is it not indeed a commendation of virtue, which ihould 
encourage us the more to like it, to honour it, to embrace 
"A^^mf. it, that vain, wdld, diflblute perfons, diftempered in their 
"Aww ^^* D^ds, notorioufly void of difcretion, of integrity, of fo- 
s Thcff. iii. briety, do pretend to vilify and difgrace it ^? 
Ant. Hi. §. -^^ their commendation is of no worth, fo their reproach 
*• is lefs confiderable. 

Doft thou not difparage thine own judgment by heed- 
ing theirs, or fufFering it to be of any confideration with 
:thee in the condu£i of thy life s ? 

Doft thou take them to be ferious in this, or to fpeak in 
.good earneft, when they reproach virtue, and flight the 
; plain difhates of reafon, the clear light of natural con- 
fcienee, the exprefe commands of God, the apparent con- 
icems of their own foul ? they who are fober in nothing, 
how can they be ferious in this, why fliould they feem 
judicious in fuch a cafe h? 

Is it not evidently better to be flandered by giddy, 
lewd, ungodly v^rretches, who mind not what they lay, 
..nor care what they do, whofe judgment therefore can 
.fignify nothing ; than really to deferve reproof, and thence 
certainly to incur blame, from all ftaid, fober, confiderate, 
wife, and virtuous perfons, who judge advifedly and up- 
. rightly about things »? 

^ Ob'^its paSkas rdhf trwultuug Weuveut vifdfitim, Ifid- Pehif* Bp. \u 9ao« 

«XAir^/«». Greg, Nax, Oratj-^defede Conft,) Ant, viii. §. 1. 
f Mails difpliccre» laudari eft. Stn, Excerpt, 
Non poteft bonus non efle, qui bonis placet ; nee minus valicfum argutnen- 

tum mihi videtur, quod bonus fit fi malis difpliceat. Bern, Ep, 348. 
t GLuanta dementia eft vereri ne infameris ab infiimibus ? Sen, Ep, 91 • 
^ Moverer fi judicio hoc facerent, nunc morbo faciunt. Sen, Esec 
* Ego cum a noftro Catone laudabar, vel reprehend! me a caetcris fiicile 

patiebac4 Cic, de Oraf^' 
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Is it not better to undergo their fevereft cenfute and SERM. 
moft biting feoffs, than to be condemned of folly and I^XVI. 
bafenefs by thy Own mind, and reviled by thy own con- 
fcience ? 

Is it not infinitely better to be unjuftly defamed by men^ 
than to be difreputed by God, expofed to moft difgraceful 
condemnation at his bar, and thrown into that ftate of Dan. xil. 
everlafting ignominy ? ^' 

Is it not more tolerable to hear fuch language^ than, 
having violated our duty and broken Grod's commands^ 
one day to hear that difmal fentence, Go^ ye curfed, into M»tt. xir. 
everlajiingjire^? *** 

It is a glorious infamy which one fuftaineth for the fake 
of righteoufnefs ^ 

Even heathens, with whom glory was the moft ample 
reward and fweeteft fruit of virtue, yet do enjoin that we 
fhould prefer confcience before it ; and that we fhould ra- Ant v. §. a. 
ther gladly embrace infamy than forfake virtue "*. ig. 

It is the lot of all good men (for probation, exercife, 
and improvement of their virtue) to be perfecuted, at leaft 
in fome times, as when St. Paul faid. All that will live ^t\m, in* 
godlily in Ghri/i Je/us mii/ljuffer per/ecution: and furelyXa^^jy, 
he that fincerely loveth God would even defire occafion of ja. ^^ 
fuflering fomewhat for his fake, in teftimony of his faith- 
ful affection : but what more tolerable perfecution, what 
more eafy martyrdom could we wifli, than to belaflied by 
a fcurrilous tongue ; or rather to obferve the ears of 
others to be infefted with the buzzes of detra£tion ? what 
is this but a little air ftirred in vain, but a mere found or 
blaft of wind, importing nought to him that doth not 
mind it, or will not be affeAed with it ? the which furely 
'to a found heart and pure confcience cannot be very fenfi- ■<■ 
ble ; a man muft have a froward temper, or a tender ear, 9"'^ ^"Jj' 
whom a Kttle fach creaking or grating noife doth muchverbametu. 

cntc? 

K Tu ergo plus oppit^ria times quam torjnenta ? &c. Bern. Ep, los. 

1 ^quiiHmo animo ad honeftum conAlium per mediam infamiam ten* 
daniy &C. Sfn,Ep. 81. 

"» Non vis effe juftus fine gloria ? at mchercle faepe juftus effe dcbebis cu 
infamta. Sen. Ep. lid. 
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SERM. V0x; all Us force U broken, all Us piifchief is feine$ed 

LXVL eafily, by negleA or contempt. 

' " It is in a manner more commendable to fuffer for b^g 

good, than for being a Chriftian ; a truer martyrdom to firfr 

fer for the temper, than for the name of Cbrift; for doing 

well, than for profefling trutib. 

Who indeed had ever been good, ifi any notable de* 
gree, if fome had minded the opinion or the difcowfe of 
fuch men, whom in all tinier the gceiat adveriary of gopd- 
nefs 9xA maligoer of our welfare hath excited jto deter 
men from virtue by thup abufing it ? hath it not ever h^n 
the portion of good men to fuffer in this kind"*? 

Was not our Lord himfelf, were not his apoftles, w^re 

not all the prophets of old, were not all the heroes in 

goodnefs of all times thus purfued with obloquy ? what 

vile impvtation, what name of reproach can be devifed, 

wherewith tbe fpiteful world did not befmear them »? 

*j?Sx!T«*-rT ^^^ W&^Q they much difturbed at it? were they anywife 

Btmr^iii- difcouraged Otr fcwed by it f ronj their duty ? No 5 th^y ra- 

Hcb.x.33.^^^ find fatiafa^on and delight in it; U rather M 

brighten their mind and ftreaagthen their rftfgjutipn^ it 

b^gat a pliant and triumphaat difdain pf fuOh injuni^, en*^ 

livening and animating them in their career of dulty ; thfy 

dj^ embrace reproach for righteoufnefs not only with 

content, as their proper lot and portion from iGod's proi- 

A6k8 ▼. 41. vidence, but with joy, as thdir fpecial glory and happineft 

10. ' * ' {^TBOi divine goodnefs ; feeling it naoft true what our Mafter 

.EiHsxiiif taught: Bleffed are ye, when rnen Jhall revile ypu, <i«^ 

Matt'.TiiJ^W7&y oil maTmer of evil agmri/i you falfely, for my 

Luke vi. yi^g. Bleffed are ye, u/hen men^-^Jhall reptomh you, Kind 

mjl out ynur name as e^%l,fir the Son ofmm'jsfkhef AflA 

1 Pet IT. according to Su P^tcr, & ovs5i$«r^6. If ye he reproMfiliedfor 

*** ihff name of Chryi, (that is for oonfcionably difch^rgieg 

my Chriftian dniXy,) happy are ye; for thefpirit ^f gfory 

n Jer. xx. 7. WaJ. xliv. 16, 17. Ivii. 3, 4. cxix, 51. Ixix. 10. Job xii. 4. 
Wifd. V. 3. 

• *lS.fA^fnyfMMf xoi ftMfiyetv itu^av iX«^«y. Heb. xi. 36. Jicb. xii. 3* 'Ap«X#y/- 
wetff^BU» 2 Coc, vi. 8. A^tf "iilins xeu itrifi.M$, 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Provide Things honeft in the Sigki of all Men. 373 

Mdof Godr^ftethdnyou: en thtir p&rt he is eviljpoken SERM. 
ofi but on your pari he is. glorified. hXVJ. 

In fine, it is all reafon, and it is the exprefs command of ^ 

God, that io fuch cafes we fhould not regard the ceniures 
or the reproaches of any mortal; it is a part of duty to 
defpife obloquy, to expofe and lofe reputation for God'«. 
fake. For, Hearken, faith he, unio me, ye that know If. li. 7, s. 
righieq^fnefs, the people in whofe heart is my law ; fear ye 
not the reproach of men, neither he ye afraid of their revile 
ings. For the moth Jhall eat them up like a garment, and 
the worm Jhall eat them like wool : but my righteoufnefs 
fkall be for ever, and my falvation from generation to ge^ 
neration. 

5. Men commonly decline the public pra£Uce of duty 
out of aSe^tion thereby to be deemed more honeft and 
fioc^re, diT to decline (he fufpicion of being hypocHtical. 

A% this is the moft obvious and ufual calumny where^ 
with diflblute people do charge good men; fo to men of 
graierous ^fpofition it is of all cenfures moft poignant, as 
moilcroffiti^ their tempQr; according to which as they 
hate to be^ fo they can hardly endure to l>e counted or 
caUed diflemblers; whence often they choofe rather to 
(&Mn indyififerent to goodne&, than zealoufly affected to it ; 
they leather wave fome points oi duty, than, for the per- 
formalize of them, expofe themfelves to that imputaUont 

But this proceeditig is very unteafonable. For, 

What can be more.^bfurd, than to be really and noto-r 
noufly bad, (as whoever omitteth his duty is,) to prevent 
afuraaife of being fuch? or to be truly worfe than we 
ihould be^ that we may not be deemed worfe than we feem? 

How can we mon^ gratify the enemy of our falvation, 
than by appi^ving ourfttlves in truth to be what he would 
falfely challenge ujS to be, mockers of God, arid traitors 
to our oiRhi foul ? 

Is itBOt a vain tbitig t^ regard that kind of cenfure which 
it is impoffible for any man to efcape, upon other termi^ 
than of being very nau^ty? for wicked men will never 
fail to load thofe with this chaige, who will not .comply 
with their follies, and run with them to the fame excifs ofi Pet. iv. m 

VOL. III. T 
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S BRM. fioty or are any wife better than themflidves ; it is inevitable 
LXVJ. for a ftaunch man not to be itigmatized for a;hypocrite by 
"^ them. 

2 Cor. i. 12. We have certainly more reafon to be fatisfied with the 
1 John 111. ^^j.g confcience and fenfe of our own integrity, than to be 
moved with the prefumptuous ailertiohs of any wretch 
devoid of juftice or charity : his cenfure^ being plainly in- 
jurious and contrary to all rules of equity, which prefcribe 
that no man ihould judge of things unknown or uncertain, 
is utterly defpicable. • 

1 John iii. The teftimony of God, (who is greater than our hearts,) 
i^Theff. ii. perfe6lly knowing our fincerity, may abundantly fupport 
4- . us ; it is a great wrong to him for us to value the rafh 
Col. iii. 23. fufpicions of men, when we are fecure of his knowledjje, 
Eph.vi. 5. yjfj\iof€eth all our works, and trieth our liearts ; who hath 
4. faid, that if we commit our way to him^ and trufiin him, 

Pf. xxxvii. he will bring forth our righteottfnefs as the light, and our 
*» ^' judgment as the noonday. 

It is certainly better to be called hypocrite by ihen for 
doing our duty, than to be treated as a hypocrite by God 
for neglefting it ; for all thofe who upon any account do 
Matt. xxiv. violate God's laws, (hall have their portion with the hypo* 
crites in that difconfolate place, where is weeping and 
gnafhing of teeth. And good reafon ; for indeed by thus 
avoiding hypocrify, we really do incur it ; by feeking to 
preferve an opinion of fincerity, we forfeit the reality of 
it ; by the pra£dce of difavowing the fear of God and care 
of goodnefs, we do conftitute ourfelves certain hypocrites 
and impoftors ; diflembling our thoughts, fmothering our 
confcience, deluding our neighbours with falfe conceits of 
us, feigning that indifference which we have not, pretend- 
ing to aft without regret or remorfe, which we cannot 
do ; feeming otherwife than we are, fignifying otherwife 
than we mean, doing otnerwife than we judge fit, or like 
to do ; that is, if we be not (lark infidels, or utterly void 
of confcience. 

This is hypocrify turned the wrong 'fide outward, dif- 
guifing a man in a fouler ihape, and ugliet^ gai^b^ than that 
which is natural and true. 
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And if :we compare the two hypocrifies, (that of pre- SERM, 
tending confcience which we. want, and this of denying LXVI. 
confcience which we have j that of feeniing better than * 

we are, this of feeming worfe than we may be,) this in 
nature may well feem ipore vile, in tendency more dan-: 
gerous, in effect more mifchievous than the other. ' 

There is in both the fame falfehood, the famejprevari-: 
cation, the like contempt and abufe of Grod 3 but the hy- 
pocrite of whom we fpeak doeth worfe things, more di- 
reAly wrongful to God, more prejudicial to goodnef^^ 
more hannful to the world* 

The fpecious hypocrite, counterfeiting goodnefs, and 
having a form of godlinefs, without the power and reality 
of iiy doth yield to God fome part (the exterior p^rt) of 
his due honour and refpeA ^ but the fneaking hypocrite, 
difowning goodnefs, doth apparently defert, flight, and 
affront God : the ojie ferveth God with his face and his 
voice, though his heart he far from him} the other doth 
not fo much as faerifice a carcafe of obedience to him: 
that may bring fome credit And advantage to goodnefs, 
ftreijgthen its intereft by his vote and countenance ; thig 
by not avowing it doth affuredly weaken its reputation and 
caufe : that hypocrify, as fuch, is a private and fingle evil, 
whereby a man doth indeed prejudice himfelf, but doth 
not injure his neighbour, yea, may edify him by the ap- 
pearing (which in this refpeO; is the fame with the real) 
goodnefs of his example 5 but this hypocrify is a gene- 
ral mifchief, a fcandaJous evil, a contagious peftilence, 
whereby a man not only harmeth himfelf, but wrongeth 
many others, feducing them into diffolutenefs, infefting 
the world with bafe indifference to good, and eafinefs to 
comply with fin. 

It is indeed a fad thing, that God and goodnefs fhould 
be deferted upon this account; that moil men fhould be 
fp imcharitable, fo imjuft, fo imprudent, as to fufpeft all 
good men of hypocrify ; as if it were incredible that any 
man fl>ould heartily love or fear God, (when it is rather 
ftrange that any man fhould do otherwife }) that any man 
to $ood earneii^ or otherwife than in pretence and for 

T Q, 
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8ERM. finifter refpeSts, (hould embrace mtue, (when it is manrel- 
liXVL jou» that a reafonabte man ihotdd declkie it ;) Uiat fo 
""""""""""^ inany, of themfelves iiiclinable to goodnefs^ Ihould be fo 
weak as to be deterred from it bjr fo vain an appreteiifion ; 
and that the name of hypocrify ihould dnhre awuy piety; 
that it (hould become defirable, that hypocrites mi^it 
abound in the worlds left reli^on both in truth and (hew 
(hould be difcarded. 

In Grit, we may otherwife fupprefs this odious imputa- 
tion than by deferting goodnefs; we may denionifarate 
ourfelves ferious and (incere by an inflexible adherence to 
it in the continual tenor of our prance ; and el^)iecially in 
fome inftances of duty, which are hardly confiftent with 
hypocri(y : for no man can hold long ii4 a ftrained pof^ 
twtti no man will take much pains, or encounter great 
di^cultieSj or fuftain grievous hardthips and a{&i£tions, 
crbfs his appetites, forego gahis and honours, for that 
MattxxiiK which he doth not heartly like and love i he may coun- 
^^' teifeit in ceremonies arid formalities, but he y^ han% 

feign humility, meekhefs, patience, contehtednefs, tisih- 
perance, at lealt uniformly and conftantly; Even the pa- 
tient enduring this cenfure will confute it, arid wipe off 
the afperfion of hypocrify . * 
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SERMON LXVII. 



PROVIIffi THINGS HONEST IN THE SIGHT OF 

ALL MEN, 



2 C6r« viii. 21. 

Providing^for honeft things, not only in thejight of the 
Lordf but alfo in thejight of men* 

6* Another great impediment of good convjerfation SERM. 
before men is a defire of feeming courteous and civil. LXVII. 
Men ufually conform to finftd prafiUces, becaufe they 
would not be held clowns, rude and diftafieful in convet- 
fation ; they would not give offence to their company, by 
dafhing with their humour; by preferring their own 
judgment, aod feenung to be in their own conceit wifer 
aj^id better than thpfe with whom they converfe ; by pro- 
vokii^ them to thin^L they are held fools or wpife, by 
fuch non-compliance. 

This is an oidinary fnare to eafy and ingenuous natures; 
bu^ the ground of it is very unreafoziable : for although 
in matters |0f ^diffeience^ where duty and fin do not fall 
into confideration, to be limber and du6tile as can be, 
(w;I^9h is the temper of the beft metal,) to have no hu- 
^npur of op own, or to refign up all our humour to .the 
will. of. (0)iir company, to copdefcend unto, and compqrl 
wi^ my.tl^jii^i to ndfe no faftion or Rebate, but pre- 
|<?n^y ^o yidd tp t^^ fwayixig vote \ to lecome all things 
f0 -^ ^^t^ Jp ^ re^^ icomplailance^ be wifdom and goo4 
^fW^fe f^9^ ?^S^ ^^ nature, good underftanding, 
^^f^ l^j^^^ifffij il d^n^tiy ^ei^tie and obliging quality : 
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SERM. Yet where duty is concerned, where finning or not fin- 

LXVII. ning is the cafe, there courtefy hath no room \ there it id 
vain to pretend any engagement to complaifance. 

For furely it id better to be held uncivil, than to be un- 
godly ; it is far better manners to offend any number of 
men, than to be rude with God, to clafli with his plea- 
fure, to offer indignity and injury to him : there can be 
no competition in the cafe ; no fliadow of reafon, why 
we fhould difpleafe God to pleafe men. 

As it were more civil to offend ten thoufand boors 
(peafants) than to affront our king; fo to offend ten thou- 
fand kings than to affront our God were in policy more 
advifable, and in equity more juftifiable : fo the royal 

Kal. cxix. Pfalmifl did judge ; for, Princes, faid he, did Jit andfpeak 
againft me, hit thyfervant did meditate in thyjlatutes : fo 

Matt.x.i8.Mofes, fo Samuel, fo Elias, fo Jeremy, fo Daniel, fo the 
three noble children, fo the holy Apoftles did conceive ; 
who being perfons otherwife very courteous alid gentle, 
yet had not that conflderation of mighty princes, as not 
rather to approve their confciences to God, than to com- 
ply with their pleafure; how much lefs fhould we, upon 
presence of courtefy toward inferior perfons in ordinary 
converfation, tranfgrefs our duty ? 

Our own interefl in fuch cafes is too confiderable to be 
facrificed to the conceit or pleafure of any men : our fal- 
vation is no matter, wherein formality of refpeft fhould 
intervene, or have any weight; to gain or forfeit our 
eternal happinefs is no bufinefs of <:H)mpliment or cere-i 
mony : it were a filly courtefy for a man to wait on his 
company to hell, a wild point of gallantry to be damned 
in complaifance. , 

* Who would take himlelf to be obliged in good matiriers 
to hold on the round in a cup of poiran;'to leap down 
after thofe, who, from blind inadvertency. Or wilful per- 
yerfenefs, tumble into a gulf, to giifli/oi* ftabHindielf in 
conformity to fome defperate folk ?' Miich lefs eari ^'man 
be engaged out of any fuch fegard {ill COtttpKance with 
tbe miftake, weaknefs, qrpravity of others) to Infeur ^uill^ 
to provoke divine wrath, to cxpofe his foul to utter rbiiij 
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to undergo a damage^ for which all the world canootSERM. 
make any reparation or amends ? LXVH, 

Is it not far better to difguft than to gratify thofe, who 
have j(b little confideration of our welfare ; who indeed 
are very difcourteous and heinoufly rude in offering to 
tempt us unto fin, to defire a compliance therein with 
them; to expeft from us, that we (hould adventure fo 
much for their vain fatisfa£tion ? 

Indeed to gratify fuch perfons were great and noble 
courtefy : but really to do it, we ihould not go this way ; 
for this is a fpurious courtefy, rather confpiracy and trea- 
chery, than courtefy. 

It is in truth, at the bottom, great difcourtefy (involv- 
ing much unkindnefs, real abufe, unmerciful inhumanity 
and cruelty) to fecond, to countenance, to fupport or en- 
courage any man in doing that which manifeftly tendeth 
unto his great prejudice, to his utter bane. 

It is the trueft civility (implying real humanity, ge- 
nuine charity, faithful kindnefs, and tender pity) to ftand 
off in fuch cafes, and, by refofing (in a modeft, gentle, 
difcreet manner refufing) to concur in fin with our friends' 
and companions, to check them, to warn them, to endea^ 
vour their amendment and retreat from pernicious courfes j 
to exerciie that compaffion toward them, which St. Jude 
calleth pulling them out of tliefre. Jud.j2s, 23. 

In fuch cafes to repel them, yea to reprove them, is the 
greateft favour we can {hew them ; it is not only fafe for 
ourfelves, but kind to them to obferve St. Paul's precept. 
Have no fellowjhip with the unfruitful works of darknefs, Eph. v. u, 
hut rather reprove them; for which deportment, whenever '• 
they come to themfelves, and foberly refleft on things, 
they will thank and blefs us ; and it will happen as the 
Wife Man faith. He tlmt rebuketh a man, afterwards JkallPTov.Txvnu 
find miore favour than he that flattereth with his tongue. ^^' 

In fine, if we throughly fcan the bufinefs, we (hall find 
that commonly it is not abundance of courtefy, but a de- 
fied of charity, or ;of confcience, or of courage, which 
dUpofeth ua .to refewednefs, or to concurrence upon fuch 
oocafions, in regard to unallawable pradices. 

T4 
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SEAM. 7* Another fnare which catcheth and holdeth m in 

I4XVII. open pra£^ice of fin, or negle£t of duty, is deference to the 

' opimon, authority, cuftom, or exaaapk of others ; to the 

commoQ opinion, to the authority of great and leading 

perfons,.to the fafluon of the world, and preval^at huaioojf 

of the age. 

A a»an (not confulting or not confiding in his owji xea-» 

fon) is apt to credit the vogue, to defer a kind pf voaera- 

tiou to the general fentiments of men, (efpecially of njen 

qualified,) apprehending that allowable or Jtok^aUe, which 

men comnpionly by their pr9;£lice ft^m to approve* He 

is prone to fufpefl: his own judgment of i»ifiaJte, when it 

doth thwart the opinion of fo many; and hardly .can bl^ve 

the heart to oppofe hisfingle appreh^ifion againiiib ejoax" 

mon notions. 

— iiios Dc- The commonnefs of fin, and multitude of offendears, doth 

™.?c'*^' in a manner authorize and warrant it, dotji at leaft feem 

juv. Sat, to excufe and extenuate it. 

A man eafily concedteth himfelf fafe ewugh,. while hp 

Eccius.xvi.^s in the herd, while he walketh in the road, when be 

^^' bath the broad coverlet oS general ufage to &roud him 

fcom blame : he doth at leaft fancy ooofoIatiQii in und^- 

going a doom with fo many. 

But upon many accounts, this is a very i^ladous and 
dangerous ground of prad;ice. 
Ant. ix. 18. For multitudes are no good authors of opinion, or 

' ■ guides of praAice. 
Argumcn- Wife men have ever been apt to fufpeft that t^ b^ bad, 
tttSbaf^w! which is n^ft commonly admired and afFefted. 
de rn.h. a. Nothing is more vulgarly naied, than the injudiciour-* 
nefs,the blihdnefs, the levity, temerity, knd giddinef^ of 
the vulgar; temper, inclination, appetite, interBfl; aad the 
like perverting biafes, ha«e moft foray on.thmn.; any Jpe- 
cious appearance, any iUght motive any light xiisaiout 
doth ferve to perfuade them any thing, !to drive tisntmi^Y 
whither. 

AH ages ha^e .deplored the paucity of wife joid gwd 
men ; the genuine <KfciplcB of our Imi, effA/ons ^f wip- 
dom have cyci hetn fm/Ulus gr^^ afmttU^kj joiurliocd 
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hath told us, that fVide is the gate, and broad is ihe way^ S£RM. 
that leadeth to deftru6iion, and many there be which go in ^"^V"- 
thereat. Mau. vii. 

Wherefore popular ufe is no good argument of truth luj^^^ 
or right; nor can yield any warrant or any colour for 34. 
infringing God*$ law: no plebifcitum can be of force if^^^'aaf^* 
againft it. 

Crod never did allow the people to exempt themfelves 
-or us from jbheir loyalty, or obedience to his lawB ; they 
are univer&Uy obligatory ; he hath commanded all men tB abm zrii. 
repent ; he hath threatened that otherwife alljkall peri/h; Lukcxiii.a. 
and that tribulation and anguijh Ihall be upon every foul o/*Rom.iz.i2. 
9nan that fd(^eih evil. Rom. a. 9. 

He by expreis prohibitions hath obviated all fuch pre.^ 
tences and pleas ; ThoufluUt not, faith he, follow a muUi" Exod. zzUi. 
tude to do evil; and, Say ye not a confederacy — ««^rR^|,n.xii.g. 
fear ye the^ fear^ nor be afraid, (fear not to diflent and ^ not con- 
iabsoStfrom ihe way of this people.) And, Iffinners entice this world. 
thee, (how many foever they be, though it be ajinful na* ^Vh ' "' 
tion, a people laden with iniquity, a feed <f evil doers,) cmr 15. Love' 

Indeed if we confider it^ it is fo far £rom excufing fin, if. viii. u). 
that it is an aggravation thereof, that we therein C0n(piaeifa,^'/4.^^' 
with others, and tJbe moce the worfe : to oppolb God 
fingly is not quite fo criminal, as to join with a rout in 
hof^ty zxA rebellion againft him ; for hereby God's au* 
thoiity is more (haken^ and hia honour more rudely vio* 
lated ; hemby we do not only iain ourielves, biit contri- 
fattte to the £n of others, encourage them to it^ and up* 
hold them in it by our patncHiage. 
. Hereby we becosiie ac^eflary to tiie dc^generacy and 
geneial apo^y of the age. 

Hereby we do join our fofpes to pull down God^s judgr 
^DlettbB on our country, axid :by promoting general oonrup* 
taot inAuoe general vengeanoe. 

.!|1ie niultitilde of finn^rs is fo £ar from ihekeripg anjr 
one ftom wrath,- that k furely di^weth it upon aU; totc^ ' 
ing ifae Alnqghty not oidy for the afieition oi hia own 
authority, an4 vindication of Ins fionomr, hut for die good 
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SERM. of the people, and purgation of the world, to pour forth 

^XVII. remarkable vengeance. 

l(a. i. 95. For example ; In the time of Noah did God Jpare the 

awa^^SuP^^^^ tt^^W, when allftejh had corrupted its way upon the 

dfofs. earth, did that Have off God's wrath, or ftop the deluge? 

?Pe'Jii."' ^^^ ^* ^^ grievoufly provoke him, it did in a manner ne- 

Gcn. vi. 7. ceiEtate him to deftroy man from the face of the earth ; 

9 Pet. ii. 5. bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly. 

Did the number of finners in Sodom prevent vengeance 

3 Pet,ii,6. on them? was it not that which did condemn them to an 
overthrow fo difmal, pulling down fire and brimftone on 
them ? 
What was the reafon of that woful captivity, into 

Jcr. vi. 88. which Ifrael was carried ? was it not becaufe they were 
all grievous revolters; and had fo generally confpiied in 

Jcjr. y. 1, wickednefs, that the Prophet could fay. Run ye to and 
fro through thejbreets ofJerufalem^ and fee now, and knew, 
andfsek in the broad places thereof if ye can find a man, 
if there be any that eocecuteth judgment, that Jeeketh the 
truth, and I will pardon it ? Was it not this, which 

Jer.v. 29. did wring from God that ientence> Shall I not vifitfor 
thefe things P JhaU not my foul be avenged onfuch a nation 
as this P 
When the cafe is fuch in any community, as it was iii 

ira.1.6. Ifrael, when God faid. From the fole of the foot even to 
the head there is no foundnefs in it, theft judgment is ne- 

Ifa. i. 7. ceflary,.and it muft afTuredly follow. Your country is de- 
foiater^thsn God, his patience being tired, and his ^od- 

lia. i. 34. nefs unfupportably abufed^ will cry out. Ah, I wiU eafe me 
of my adverfaries, and avenge me of mine enemies. 

God as Governor of the world in difcharge of his^o^ce, 
for clearing his honour, for aflUringhis majefty,>out of 
-regard to public good, for the £dety and welfare, oi his 
fubje&s, is concerned to chaftife notorious, fcandalous, 
and infe£tious fin: he may referve private fins for the final 

1 Cor. iv. doom, when the hidden things ofdartknefs Jhall be. bnought 

^^* to Ught, and the ceunfels of hearts manifefiad, and all 

things ihall receive juft reward and recompeafe ; ha% it 

18 expedient to puniih public fins publicly: they who 
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declare their fn as Sodomy with outrageous impudence, SERM. 
are Kke to find a puniQiment like that in a common ven- LXVIL 
geance. ifa- »»♦ 9* 

We (hould therefore in fuch a cafe be the more careful 
of our converfation, more fhy of finfiil compliance with 
others, for preventing public calamity ; for that our iingle 
piety and innocence (or the goodnefs of a Few) may fave 
our country, together with ourfelves, from wrath and ruin j 
feeing it is the gracious method of Grod in regard to a 
few righteous men to fpare the reft, to releafe a nation 
from deferred punifhment; for if in Sodom had been 
found ten righteous perfons, it had efcaped that horrible Gen. 
deftruflion; and Ifrael in Hezekiah's time (although in"'"-^^' 
a very great and general corruption of that age) by a few 
good men did avoid the like doom ; according to that of 
the Prophet, Except the Lord of hojls had left unto us a ifa. i. 9. 
veryfmall remnant, wejhould have heen^ as Sodom. m.iii.2-2> 

The righteoufnefs of one Noah did fave the race of 
mankind from being extinA. 

The zeal of one Phinehas did ftop that plague, which 
had devoured Ifrael: Phinehas, faith Godhimfelf, ihefon o/'Num. xxv. 
Eledzar, hath turned my wrath away from the children ofl^i cyI. 
Ifrael, while he was zealous for my fake among them, that^o, 
I confumed not the children of Ifrael in my jealoufy.' 

If there had been fuch another public patron of piety, 
at the time when Ifrael was fo feverely puniflied by deU- 
verance into captivity, it would have obftru6ted that la- 
mentable event; God himfelf fo teftified; for, I fought, "E^ttk^zxA, 
faid he,J^^r a man among them, that would make up tke^^' ^^' 
hedge, andjiand in the gap before me for the land, that I 
Jhould not deftrdy it : but I found none. Therefore have I 
poured out mine indignation upon ^Aei»;-— and. Bun ye to Jer, v. i. 
anrfyro,-(feidhe 3,gain,) feek if ye can find a man^^in Jfe- 
~rufalem,-^dnd i will pardon it, 

' Wheirdfore, befide regard to our own welfare, a confi 
xleration of 'public good, charity toward the world, a 
compaffion of our country fhould withhold us from con- 
fpiring in common tranfgreffions, or ojpiiSons of duty. 

If we fin with all, wp muft fuffer with allj nor will the 
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SER.M. having {o much company m fufferii^g yield;9ny true com-^ 
LXVII. fort to us : Socios hafmijffe doloris (to l^ave compfuiions in 
Godwin forrow) is in itfelf a pitiful folace, and an imworthy onp, 
not orerfee (avouring pf inhuman malignity; for pur fellows will bear 
zii 17. ^^*no ibare with us^ or take off any thing from the burden 
of pur pains^ which will be e(|ually to them and y^ ex- 
treme. ' 

Can it be ^my ponfid^rable {epsb^S^ifm, that w^ are fick 
of an epidenpical difeMe^ th^ fw^epeth away midtitudes 
abovt U6 and ;^Hh us ? 

Is it better for xm& party that the whole body 1^ pver- 
^readwUh a 7ioit9a3ie lerprofy ? that its fellow members 
are. tortured with, grievous aj^guiih ? 

Can the ibrqfl: pa^is of our brethren cure the achiiogs of 
our hearty afli^age the pai^gs of pur ponfcience^ or (laokthe 
copfimui^ ila;mes beneath ? 

What advanti^e can we enjoy from going down to 
hell m a troop ? what eajfe {hall we find there irojai h&ng 
enoompafled with the doleful grpans^ the piercing {hrieks^ 
and difmal l^owliiiigs of fellow fufferers in that infernal 
dungeon? 

Ah» I ^ili it npt rather augment pur pains to hear the 
fom Qpmpli^s^ <he iier^ accuiatiQns, the defper^te 
curfes pf tbof$, .wjbp^ our Qpmp]iance b^ih .eng^ysed, o^r 
encovragod^ m cpufirmod and jl^ka^^ed in t^ wi^^ed 
praftice, .which did thcp'9' tbf^m mtfy that di^nfplatejc^? 

8. ^pAher principla (n^ar pf kin tp the former) is a 
difllke of fii^gulflidyty and folitu^^ f t^pgj^ither with the poi^r 
iequenoes and imputatipns .usually clje^vmg diereto. 

^Qne would not be a ^^an by him^f ; if> b^ g^ed o^ 
to be hooted U as a kiiwl ^of prq^i^, tp be\df^eii^ ,jp 
tatep^yBgan,t,.Qdd, hwmPI;p^?J fwtft(^cBfir^pn, c^^ce^ts^^ 
hia own jOfdnion^ addid^ to hif <W^F^y>?9i^g4<?pg^ 
himfelf a liberty of crofSng 4nd ppjii^f^iq^^iipg ,pr COff^^^fJ^L- 
ingihe ^firid; thenofpiire hp ru^^m^ ^^ffi^> 

c(mipil^g/!ii^th its finfiil <Q)iApn^, ^ m^^^ ^^S^S^ ^* 



« He is grievous unto us even to behold : fot bis life is not lilceothsr inen's« 
faii'wtiysareofaaothef.fiiQUolu SVifiL ii. l ^^9* 
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Bat this is a Vain principle ; for really to be Angular is ^^|^^'- 
no favdt, to be held fo is no difgrace ; it is rathier in many ^^ ' 
cafes laudable and hdnourdble ; and if in any, moft rea- 
ibhably it is in thii. 

Do^ not fihgularity or paucity increafe the price and 
eftimatioh of every valuable thiiig? What maketh a jewei 
but rarity ? what but that maketh a diamond more pre- 
eiotla than a p6bble ? 

Do not men for fingular emihency in any art, (kill> fa- 
cidty^ endowment, gain credit and renown? What recom- 
mSTnided to pbftifcrity the names of ApeUes, Praxitde^, 
Phidks, but excelfing in their art beyond the ordinary 
rate? what gave to Demofthenes and Cicero their efte^fn^ 
but a fingular knack of eloquence ? to what did Alex- 
ander and Caefar owe their fa^e^ but to. an extraordinary 
valour? whence got Socrates fuch a name, but from his 
fingular wiTdbm? whence Fabricius, Ariftides, Catb, but 
firbih thfeir lingular integrity ? 

< Why then ihould it be a difcouragement or reproach 
to be fingcdar or extraordinary in the nobleft of all facul- 
ties, that of living weD, in the moft excellent of all per- 
feftions, that of virtue ? 

Th i^rtftk a imm is hcai^ capable of a gr^eater commen- 
dation than this, that he is Angularly good 5 that he fur- 
pdifeth ihe vulgar le'v^l, and mounteth near heaven in the 
divitiieft qualities ; that no bad example or fafhion hath 
b^n able to feducb or corrupt him: tfiis ftioldd render 
him to be moft highly eft^iemed, and mo^ dearly cheri(h- 
ed, as a choice ornament of the world, as a moft ufeful 
inffrtmient df gbpd to mankiiid* 

rt were ddirable that virtue were more common in the 
WoWd; but fur6ly its being more rire doth rjBuder it more 
itdzti&rablb, more iHuftridus, ihore glorious. 

Her^cal viirtue is therefor^ ftieh, becaufe fo few do 
attain or can reach it; 

■ ^ pauci quos aequus amavit 
Jupiter ^ 
A few, who by fpecial affiftance of God's grace, and* by 
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SERM. extraordinary refolution^ dofixnnount the obfiades which 
LXVII. are fet againft it. 

' It was well faid of St. Bernard^ To le good among good 

men hath Jafeiy, but to he fuch among bad men hath alfo 

praife; (a man will be faved by that, but be fliould be 

commended for this;) that hath as much facility as it hath 

fecurity^ this is of as much worth as difficulty^. 

Indeed if we confider the nature of things^ or confult 
the hiftory of times, we fhall find that virtue muft be, and 
ever hath been, liable to this imputation ; it is commonly 
fo hard and hazardous to be good in any notable degree, 
that few will take the pains, or undergo the hardfhips re« 
quifite to attain or exercife it. 

Hence the beft men (who are fuch, not accorduig to 
the blind conje£lure of men, but in God's fure efteem) 
1 Pet. ii. 9. are an eleft, and peculiar fort of people, a few choice per- 
fons culled out of a great lump of thofe, who either rejed 
religion, or embrace it only in verbal prqfelBQn or formal 
fliew. 

Hence it hath bewi the obfervation, and complaint of 
all times, 
•Juv. Sat. Raritjuippeboni. 

xUi. 28. Hence the inoft renowned men for goodnefs, and who 

by God's fpecial, care have been reoonmiesided to us as 
patterns thereof, have been very fingidar in it | and their 
fingularity did much enhancej the price of theahr goodnefs. 
Gen. V. 22. It is faid of Enoch, that he walked with Gorf; but it 
feemeth with fmall or no company befide ; other^wife it 
would not have been fo particularly recorded of him. 

Noah was content to be a man by himfeif, a preacher 
of righteoufnefs agabft the vogue, and a pra^ifer thoneof 
Qcn. vii. i. againft the ftream of his whole age 5 for thee (laid God of 
him, that is, thee alone) have I feen righteous before me in 
this generation. He was nq lefs fingidar in bis goo^neis, 
than in his falvation. 

b Inter bonos, bonus cfTe falutem habet^ inter malos vero et laudem ; illud 
tantae fiicilitatis eft, quanta et fecuritatis; boc tantse virtutis, ^uantae etdiffi* 
cultatis. Bertt'Ep,. Z5» 
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Abraham had no Qommon qualities^ which moved God SERM • 
to pick him out, and feparate him from the reft of man^ LXYIl. 
kind, (to fingle him from his kindred and country) to con- GcnTxiTT 
fer fpecial graces and bleilings on him. 

Lot bad his righteous foul vexed with the filthy conver* 2 Pet. ii. 7, 
fation of the wicked, which did inclofe him, yet fo that he 
did retain a fomid and clear integrity among them. 

Job had this teftimony from Crod, examining Satan con- 
cerning him, Haji thou confidered my fervant Job, thatJoh'ue. 
there is none like him on the earth, a perfeSi and an up-- 
right man, one thatfeareth God, and efcAeweth evil P 

What was the refolution of Jofliua ? did he value being 
fole or fingular in his pra£iice ? No; for, propounding to 
his people whether they would choofe God or not, he 
told them that however it were, although all of them 
fhould forfake Godj he was refolved to ftick faft to him, 
not regarding' their practice; But, faid he, as for me andJolh,xxir. 
my houje, we will ferve the Lord: that indeed was nobly ^*' 
refolved ; it was a refolution worthy of fuch an hero, to 
ftand alone in fo gpod.and wife a choice againft his whole 
nation. It was a refolution fuitable to that his behaviour, 
which he exprefled in thefe words. My ^brethren, that Jo{ti,xiv.9. 
went- up with me ^nade the heart of the people mek ; but I 
wholly followed the Lord my God ; in regard to which his 
comrade Caleb, bdug of the fame fpirit with him, is 
called a man of another Jpirit ; different from, and above Numb. xiv. 
the mean fpirit of his fellow^. ^' 

What was David? wash© not a man by himfelf ? was he 
not like one, of whom £he poet faith, 

Egr^um faQdumque viram ii cemo^ bimeQibri juv. San 

Hoc moDftr»m puero> vel fcetee cprnparo mulae \ **"• 

So he telleth us, /, faith be, Q(m become as it were a 
* mmfier unto many, but myfure trufi is in thee. •A wondcf 

Did Elias, to flmn the imputation of fingularity, orini^^/^, * 
regard to common praftice, fwerye from his faithful ad-^ «»«• *i- 
berence to God's fervice, although he did pafGonatdy re-*E» f\tfi * 
(ent, and bewail, his cafe? No, for I have, faid he, beeni'^f"' . 
very jealous for the Lord ofhqfts; for the children oflfrael 10. 
hwue forfaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
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SER'M.Jlain thy prophets with the /word ^ and I, even I only ^ am 

LXVII. i^j'^^ Qfi^ theyfeek my life, to take it away. 

Um.iii.u. What was the cafe of Jeremy ? I, faith he, was a deri-- 

Jhn to all my people, and their Jbnjg all the day : yet did 

Jer. i. IS. he maintain his integrity, and was a defeneed city, and an 

Murusahc-^^^ pi/far, and a brazen waU againft the whole land; 

again/i the kings of Judah, againft the princes thereof, and 

againft the people of the land. 

What was the oonditfon of our Lord ? was not he <ni« 

Luke ii.34. jMMv oyTiAffy^fKfVQy, a prodigy Jpoken againft by all ; againft 

A^'iy^sy'.'^h^^^ I'oM Herod and Pontius Pilate/mth the Gentiles, 

If. Utii. 8. atul the people of IfraA were gathered together}, who trod 

87. ' ihe wine'prqfs alone, and of the people there was none with 

John xvi. ff^, ^jjQ jjj Ijjg ufg ^^ regarded by few, and at his 

Matt. xxYi. death (when he yielded his great atteftation to tnith and 

^^' *^- i^htcouTnefs) was deferted by afl ? 

What was the ApoiUes' conation? were they not fin- 

Aas xzviii. gular men } were not they heid a fe&, everywhere fpoken 

3 Cor iv 9 ^£r<i^^!^ and impugned with ail viudi^ioe of fpirit and rage? 

Heb. X. as! were not they made a JPeSlacle to the world, to be gazed 

I Cor. i. 26. ^ ^^ j,^ ^^ reproach ? did not they (a few, fitaple, 

poor, w^ak folk) in doftrine and pra&ice crofs and con- 

trcd the wodd, confuting, reproving, oondemtmig the 

generality of men, of error, of folly, of wickedndTs ? 

It can therefore be no juft blame or reafonable difepu-' 
ragemtot to appear fingular in the pradke of virtue. 

Such a Angularity is no good argument of fond con- 
cdtednefs, of wilful humour, of arrogant pride. For, 

Can it be fond conceitednefs to follow the ^yi^tes of 
the beft reafon,to obferve die advices of the wifeft men 
in all times, to follow the direfiion and eonduA of infinite 
wifilom *, to embrace that, which in moft cafes natural 
light, conmion fenfe, and continual: experience do ap- 
prove? is It not wiidnefs to do otheirwife, though all 
Ihoulddoit? 

Can it be wiKul humour to hold feft our beft im^p^ft, 
ow trueft comfi»t, our eternal (alvation ? is knot rather 
fo> to Don^y with a perverfe generation ih Tunhhig hdai- 
long^to their own ruin ? 
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Can it be pride or arrogance to acknowledge our SERM. 
Maker, to be loyal and dutiful to our heavenly Sovereign^ LXVII. 
to fear the Ahnighty God, to fubmit to his will, to trem^ ' 

ble at his word, to be afraid of his judgments, to fhun his 
fierce anger and fevere vengeance ? 

Is it a bad ambition to feek that honour and inunortat 
glory virhich God doth offer, to fliun tliat everlafting 
ihame and contempt which he doth menace ? 

Is it not rather monftrous prefumption and enormous 
vanity to confort and confpire with rebels againft God's 
law, with defpifers of his grace ? 

In fine, when the mod men are foolifh and vain, when 
the world is depraved and diilblute, it is neceflary that the 
beil reafon fhould be called humour, and the wifeft men 
ikould be deemed extravagant ; that the beft things fhould 
be flighted, and the beft perfons reprefented with odious 
charaAefs : but hence to renounce wifdom and goodnefs is 
abominably abfurd; as if we fhould therefore put out our 
light, becaufe it is night about us, or in deep winter 
fbould put off our clothes among the wild Indians. 

9. Of affinity to the foregoing principles is this moft 
plaufible apology for fmothering our confcience,. namely, 
a prudendal apprehenfion, that we fhall not conae pff well 
m openly avowing and abetting goodnefs, fo as to do any 
good or fervice to it thereby; but fhall thereby rather 
work prejudice and diflervice to it* 

The age (will fuch a wife man fay) is incorrigibly de- 
generate; wickednefa is not only bold and impudent, but 
even outrageoufly infolent ; fo that to appear ftrifiUy good 
is a kind of fcandal, to pretend confcience for our rule of 
a^n is to be ridiculous, to patronize duty is to provoke job xU. 4. * 
fcom and obloquy, %o mention religion is to proftitute and 
profane it, to concern God in our doing is to expofe his 
moft &cred and venerable name to irriiion and foul abufe : 

Such is the pofhire of things, that of all the feds and 
&£kiDns which divide the world, that of Epicurean fcpm- 
ers and. mockers is become the moft formidable; with 
nUfilaiiifiil pride infultipg and vapouring over the profeffors 

VOL. III. u 
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SERM. of religion, perfecuting all fobemefs of mind and llaunch- 
LXVIl. nefs of manners with a fierce rage and a kind of fatanic 
zeal/ 

The ftate of the world being like to that when the 

Pfal. xciy. holy Pfalmift cried out, Lord^ how long Jkall the tvickedy 

fii/i. X. s. ^^^ hng Jhall the wicked triumph? how long Jhall they 

utter and Jpeak hard things, and all the wwkers of ini- 

quity boqft themfelves? 

In fuch a cafe, is it not feafonable to obferve our Lord's 
Matt. vii. 6. advice, not to give that which is holy unto dogSy nor to cafi 
our pearls before f wine] (not to expofe good dodriiiQ and 
holy praftice to fcurrilous and fenfual people, who will 
iharl and bark at it, will fcorn and trample on it, will bite 
and tear you for it?) 

Is it not then wifdom rather fairly to retreat, widi- 
drawing our virtue into a fafe retirement, than by openly 
contefting for it againft overmatching forces to hazard its 
being baffled and abirfed, its being trampled on and tri- 
umphed over, by fcomful pride and malice ? 

In fiich a world to oppofe impiety, what is it but at- 
tempting to flop a torrent, to allay a ftorm, to gape 
againft an oven, to blow againft the wind, to kick againft 
the pricks ? ' • 

But if this cafe be rightly weighed, it rather ftrong^y 

may engage us to an open profeffibn and pra£dce of the 

ftrifteft virtue, than excufe us from it. 

Eph. V. 15. St. Paul doth enjoin us to walk accurately, not as fools, 

hut as wife, redeeming the time, for this reafon, iecaufe the 

Phil. ii. 15. days are evil; and that we fkould he hlamelefs and kaifm^. 

lefs, the ferns of God, without rebuke, in the mid/i of a crook* 

•(or hold- ed and perverfe nation, fliining among them as lights in the 

•Eli^tf^«^) ^o^'^j ^^^ ^holding forth the word ofHfe. 

And great reafon for it j for the worfe the world is, the 
-more need there is of good patterns to inftirud: and guide 
it, to admonifli and excite it to goodnefs. 

If the days are evil, it is high time that we fhould ap- 
ply dur beft endeavours to the mending of them* ' 

If virtue be fa near loft, or fo quite gone frdm aoum^ 
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us^ it is needful that we ihould prefejitly feek to recover s^Rnf 
or to retrieve it<^. LXVII ' 

If goodnefs be fo hardly prefled by oppofition, then ' " 

hath every good man the more reafon to appear ftre- 
nuoufly in its defence, the more are we engaged to haften 
with all our might to its relief and fuccour from irre* 
coverable opprefiion. 

Every one fhould labour to raife a bank ag^nft that 
inundation, which threateneth to overflow and overwhelm 
all. 

Shall we endure to fee the adverfary of our welfare to 
carry all before him without any oppofition or obftruc- 
tion ? Shall we fufier iniquity to enjoy a quiet reign, to 
root and fettle itfelf in its ufurpation, to raife itfelf a title 
of long occupancy and prefcription againft goodnefs ? 

Is it not then more generous to avow our friendfhip to 
virtue, and to abet it in our patronage, when it is under 
the hatches, and crietb for our aid ? is it not vile trea- 
chery in fuch a cafe to defert it ? 

Is it not gallant then io rejijijin^ and check wickednefs, 
when it is fo high and rampant ? 

Who will not be virtuous (or endeavour at leaft to ap- 
pear fuch) when virtue is in fafhipn and requeft ; when it 
iBouriiheth in reputation, when all the world doth counte- 
nance and abet it ? who will not (hun or difown wicked- 
nefs, when it is commonly odious and defpicable ? who 
will not help the Lord agaiiift weak adverfaries, j^j^^ ^ ^3^ 

JBut to embrace virtue upon greateft difadvantages, to 
difclaim vice in its triumphant profperity, this is indeed 
brave and mafculine* 

He is a worthy man indeed who can keep the field 
among fo many flout enemies, who can fland upright in a 
crooked generation \ who can defpife the fcom, defy the 
rage, bear up againft the impudence and malignity of 
vain, bafe, wretched men, combining to fupplant and 
extirpate goodnefs. 

Nor have we reafon in proceeding thus to defpair of 

^ %)caa juTeiU8*-m ea tempora natus ta, quibos fQimare aniiQUin «xpedia)' 
coaftaatibfis ezemplis. Tae, Ann, 16, 

V 2, 
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SERM. good fuccefs; we need not fear thereby to expofe thi 
LX II. cy^dit^ Qf endanger the intereft of goodnefs. For, 

How can we fail of profpering in the maintenance of 

God's caiife and fpecial concern? Although men may 

commonly defert him, yet doth he not utterly forfake 

tllem, or ^ve over the government of the wprld ; he may 

let the reins lie a little loofe, but he doth not put them 

out of his hands ; his power cannot be abated, his ptovi* 

dence can never fleep ; though he is fo patient in fuffenng 

wicked men to provoke him, yet he will not hejlack in 

affifting good men, who take his part, and undertake to 

maint£un his honour; afliiredly he will help them, who 

^help him againft the mighty • 

DeuLzxui. In this fervice one will chafe a thoufand, and two put ten 

Jofti. xxiii. thoufand to flight; one David will knock down never fo 

JO. 'many Philiftines reproaching God's name ; one Phinehaa 

3, ' win reprefs the petulancy of a whole nation \ one Jeremy 

Jcr. XV. 20. fliall be a brazen wall againft a whole land ; God will 

Jcr. i. 19. make it good to fuch an one. They Jhallflght againft thee^ 

**• ^^' but iheyjhall not prevail againft thee ; for I am with thee, 

faith the Lord, to deliver thee. 

One fober man in defence of virtue is able to difcomfit 

all the Heftors, the huffing blades, and boifterous ruffians 

in^ the world, attacking them with found difcretion and. 

fteady refolution: for all their braVery and confidence, they 

Jam. iv. 7. are eafily mated; and being like their fire, if you refft 

them, they will flee from you: a prudent, feafonabk; 

fmart check will <jua(h their fpurious courage and giddy 

audacity. Their contempt of goodnefs is but feigned; 

they cannot really for their hearts defpife it; there is 

(lamped on their fouls and confciences fuch a refpeft, 

fuch an awe thereof, which they cannot quite rafe out : 

wherefore if you brifldy reprefent It to them, and chaDcngc 

their reverence to it, they cannot but fuccumb, their own 

mind and confcience joining to back your reproof; fo that 

if you cannot reclaim them, you (hail however Fe|>refs 

Jer. XX. n. them ; if you cannot correft' their vice, yoii ihall yet con- 

1 P€t. ii. ' fbund their impudence ; For^, fdth €t. Peter,, it is the 

**• will of God, that with fvell doing ye may put 'to JUenci the 
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ignorance offooli/h men; and. Having a good confcience, SERM, 
that, whereas they Jpeak evil of you, as of evil doers^ they I-XVII. 
may be ajhamed that falfely accufe your converfation in 1 Pet. iii. 
Chriji. 16- 

It IS only Ineaking, or a timorous pretence to virtue, 
which they contemn; but they wUl admire thofe who 
ftiffly adhere to it, and ftoutly maintain it. 

We (hall therefore expofe virtue, not by frankly avow- 
ing it, but by faintly (linking firom it, when occafion re- 
quireth an open acknowledgment and exemplary practice 
of it. 

If the world is fo very bad, it will not be worfe for 
our attempt to better it j it will be fo much at leaft better, 
that one therein hath that worthy purpofe. 

It was bad, when Noah preached righteoufnefs to it. 

It was bad, when Elias was fo zealous for the Lord of 
hofis. 

It was bad, when Jeremy was derided for declaring 
God's will and exhorting to repentance. 

They were very bad times, when all the Prophets did 
ftriye fo eameftly to reclaim men from their wickednefs j 
being reproached and perfecuted for doing fo, but not . 
deterred from doing it : the refentment they had of the 
badnefs of times did not niake them abandon the means of 
its recovery from it. 

The whole world did lie in wickednefs when the Apoflles 1 John v. 
did undertake the reformation of it. *^' 

In fine, if men generally upon fuch accounts of defpair- None call- 
ing prudence negle^ to own goodnefs, what muft theticc,nor 
confe<}uence be ? what, but that piety {hall be cafliiered, a»jy plead- 
that virtue (hall be difcarded, that confcience ihall be truth— 
quite exploded and exterminated from the world? that'^**^'***' 
cpnfequently an horrible deluge of various mifchiefs, a 
general prevalence of lewdnefs and luxury, of fraud anid 
violence, of fa£lion and tumult, a violation of all faith 
and friendfhip, a diffolulion of all order and . peace will 
jCMfue? 

Ai^dwbat 4nuft ^rpw upon. this ftate of things? what 
but another flopjd of judgments, and woful yengeance ? 
' ' u 3 
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6£RM. when God's patience hath been tried to the utmoft, and hb 
LXVIL goodnefs tired with bearing fuch a load of abominations, he 
Jcr. V. 29. will be forced to cry out, Shall I not vijltfor thefe things f 
lu. 17!* ^^^^ '"'^^ my foul he avenged on fuch a nation as this ? 
Stultacali- ' lo. Another priticiple of difpenfing with confcience in 
vcS'imf- P^'^^^ duties and converfation before men, is a kind df 
tatapni- perverfe wifdoni, or fubtle craft, afTefiting the name of 
ctTo^. discretion. 

iii. p. 143. Men fee there are divefs inconveniences attending the 
profeflion of refpeft to God and confcience in all their 
doings ; that the world may diflike and difefteem them, 
that divers perfons will hate, malign, reproach, and per- 
fecute them for it ; that they may chance to be crofled in 
their defigns^ and lofe profits or preferments thereby; 
therefore they deem it advifabte to declitie it in open 
view, making up the defeft by adoring and ferving God 
in private* 

Thus they think to falve all, by maintaining a neu- 
trality, and compounding the bufinefs, yielding an open 
conformity to the world, and refetving a fecret regard to 
God ; finning publicly, and privately repenting ; retaining 
their credit, quiet, eafe, pleafure, with their confcience 
and peace of mind ; affefting fome piety, but avoiding the 
Oal. V. II. fcandal of it. 

They would hold fair with both fides ; fo that neither 
the world {hould perfecute thein for croflSng its humour, 
nor God punifti them Tor tranfgreflSng his will. 

They drive a fubtle trade, hoping to gain on all hands, 
both the benefits of the other, and the advantages of this 
world; to fave their foul, and ferve their worldly intercfts 
together: 

This they would believe a point of fpecial wifdom, 

Ecclcf. vii. prefcribed by Solomon : Be not righteous overmuch, neither 

*®' ^'" make thyfelf overwlfe;for why fhoulde/l thou defiroy thy- 

felfP Be not overmuch wicked^ neither be thoufooli/h : why 

fhoulde/l thou die before th^ time ? 

But this rooking trick, to hedge thus and fave flakes^ 
(o play fafl: and loofe, to dodge and ftiuflfle with God, God 
doth not like, nor will fufFer himfelf to be gulled with it. 
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He will not be iatisfied with fuch a mongrel^ partial^ S£RM. 
and halting fervice, Ij^JVlt. 

He will not allow \xs to withhold that half of his fervice 1 Kings 
(the external^ vifible part thereof) which is moft honour- *^***'^^* 
able to him^ and moft beneficial to our neighbour. 

He cannot endure a double hearty or a double face ; one 
looking upward to heaven, another downward to the earth*. 
He exa&eth from us an integrity of heart and perfec- 
tion of obedience; that we (hould love him with our 
whole hearty that we (hould be perfeit with him, that we 
(hould walk uprightly^ not defle&ing to the right hand or 
left from our duty. 

- He will not endure that we (hould hold amity or cor- 
lefpondence with his enemies ; particularly with the worlds 
the frienddiip whereof he hath declared incon(iftent with 
his favour ; and that it is a fpiritual adultery to impart any 
of our afle£lions to itj according to that of St. James; 
Ye adulterers and adulterejffes, know ye not that thefriend^ Jam* «v. iii, 
Jhip of the world is enmity with God P Jo that whofoever 15, 
wiU be a friend of the world becometh the enemy of God. M^nTT* 
We may (hift as well as we can in the world, provided 19. xvii. * 
that we hold innocence^ and do not confpire with it pj,*^^^ ^,^11^ 
againft God, by violation of our duty to him^: Be u/j/i xxxviii. 
as Jerpents, innocent as doves. Matt. x. 16. {as lambs^ pia. [^ ^^ 
Luke X. 3.) 

They reproach good men as fuperititious ; who art 
afraid of invi(ible powers; who let go things in hand 
(prefent interefts and pleafures) for a reveriion and hope. 

As if God's word were not fufficient fecurity ; as if we 
may not as well rely upon things confpicuous to reafon, as 
tho(e which are obvious to fenfe. 

If Chriftianity be plainly falfe, they (ay well ; but if it"^:;^^^ ... 
be true, very abiurdly ; yeaif probable, very imprudently; a. 
yea if poffible, not wifely. 

• Pfel. xii. a. Jam. i. 8. iv. 8. 3 Chron. xii, 33. 1 Tiro. Hi. 8. A'yXmn* 
PfaL xxxviii. 37- Their heart was not whole with him. (O. Tr.) Dcut. xviii. 
13. Job i. 8. Pfal. xliv. 18. cxix. 51. 3 Chronl xxxiv. a. Job xxiii.U. 
Matt. vi. 34*. Luke xvi, 13. Aiw) »yfUts. 

f Rom. XVi. 19. X»^f tit r« Aym^ip, antptiMs h tSs ri tuuuv, 

U4 
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296 Provide Things horiejl in the Sight of all Men. 

SERM. They charge confcientious men with timoroufnefs, 

^^^^^' faintheartednefs. 

It is timoroufhefs or blkmeable fear to dread thiiigs 
without reafon^ things nowife formidable^ which cannot 
hurt us ; fuch a timorous man is he, that out of fear rf 
men, (of difpleaiing them, of fuffering by them, of their 
reproach,) &c. tranfgreffeth his duty. 

But to fear God is wifdom, fobemefs, duty, virtue ; it 
is handfome and honourable, becoming our nature, our 
condition 5 the paffion of fear was chiefly put in us for 
this purpofe, as its bed ufe. 

Is it courage, and not rather madnefs to provoke, to 
refift, to challenge, to cope with the Almighty ? is it cou- 
rage to throw one's felf down a precipice, to leap, into the 
infernal lake ? is it gallantry to dare trai!iigreis all reafon 
and fobriety ? is it brave to be wild and fenfelefs, &c. ? 

It is true courage to refift and repel fin aflaulting a man 
with whatever advantages ; to dare to do well, although 
vain men deride, and fpiteful men hate us for it. 

It is a kind of martyrdom to be ill ufed by the world 
for adhering to his duty; and he hath a ihare in that, 
Bleffid are they, whojufferfor righteoufnefs. 

Matt. X. 39. In fine, it is a vain prudence to be thus politic with 

^4;S» «^* God I whereby we fliall lofe the whole, or that part which 

«^yiUrixWiiis invaluable, out of prefumption to fave a fmiall inconfi- 
derablepart. 

Gal. V. 11. If this be priidence, then, as St. Paul &ith, is the offence 

^u'f,t:''''ofthe crofsceafed. 

Phil. iii. 8. Then our Lord prefcribeda foolifli condition. 

Then were the ApoiUes very imprudent, who deferted 
all, and fuffered fo much for their confctenee; b^il^ con- 
tent to fecure their fpirituial intereft, dnd to obtain the 

Luke X. 4^ eternal rewards of piety; choofing the better part, u/hich 
could not be taken from them* 

Jam. iii. 13. What the true wifdom is in fuch cafes St. James hath 
told lis : ffOio is a wife man, and endued' ubUh knowledge 
among ydu? let himjhew out of a good converfation his 
works with meeknefs of wifdom. 
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SERMON LXVIII. 



OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 



Psalm cxlv. 9. 

The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over alt 
his tvorks. 

± HE goodnefs of God is a frequented theme j to many SERM. 
perhaps it may feem vulgar and trite; fo that dtfcourfe LXVIII. 
thereon, like a ftory often told, may be naufeous to their 
ears : but in truth neither can we fpeak too much upon 
this moft' excellent fubjed, nor ought we ever to.be weary 
in healing about it ; for it is a fign that the palate of our 
mind is diftempered, if we do not with delight and auc- 
tion reliih any mention of divine igoodneis. Yea> the 
obfervation of men's common pradice would induce us 
to thiiik, that either this point is not fo well iknown, or 
but little believed, or at leaft not well oonfidered and ap- 
plied. For how could we be fo void of love to God, >of 
gratitude toward him, of fedth and hope in him, were w« 
thoroughly perfuaded, did we ferioufly confider, that he is 
fo exceedingly good toward us ? How can we be fo i]> 
fenfible of the benefits we enjoy, fo diftruftful of 'finding 
fuccours and fupplies in our need, fo diffiitisfied and dii^ 
contented with what befalls us, if we conceive and weigh, 
that all things do proceed from, are guided and governed 
by immenfe goodnefs? How alfo, if men have fuch an 
opimon of Godimprefled on their minds, comes it to.pafs, 
that they are fo little careful to refemUe and imitate him 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



agS Of the Goodnefs of God. 

SERM.J in kindnefs, bounty, and mercy to one another ? How Is 
LXVIII. j^^ j^ gjjg^ ^j^^^ ^g jQQ^ powerful argument to all manner 
of good practice, and the mightiefl aggravation of fin, if 
well known and pondered, hath fo little force and efficacy 
upon us ? From experience therefore this argument may 
feem fcarce fufiliciently inculcated. We may add, that 
difcourfe upon this attribute* (which above all other at- 
tributes doth render God peculiarly admirable and ami- 
able) hath this fpecial advantage beyond other difcourfes, 
that it doth, if our hearts confpire therewith, approach 
mod nearly to the formal exercife of the inoft high and 
heavenly parts of devotion, praife and thankfjpving; that 
it more inunediately conduces to the breeding, the nou- 
rifhing, the augmenting in us the beft and nobleft of jnous 
tedious, love and reverence to God; truft and hope in 
him ; willing refolutions to pleafe and ferve him ; whence 
it is confequent, that we cannot too much employ our 
thoughts, our words, or our attention upon this point. 
Befides fo much reafon, we have alfo good example to 
countenance us in fo doing : we have the precedent of 
the holy Pfalmift refolving to make it his conftant and 
Pf.lxxxix. Continual employment: I willing, faith he, of the mer- 
cies of the Lord; with my mouth will I make known thy 
Pfel. cxlv. faithfulnefs to all generations. And, Every day will I 
llefs thee J and I will praife thy name for ever and ever ; 
(that bleiffing and praifing God, the context ihews to have 
confifled efpecially in the declaration of Good's great good- 
Pbl. xcii. nefs:) and. It is a good things faith he again, to give 
^> ^* thanks unto the Lord, and to Jing praifes unto thy name, 

thou mqfl'High: to fhew forth thy lovingkindnefs in the 
morning, and thy faithfulnefs every night. Such were bis 
intentions, and fuch his judgment about this practice; 
arid we find him in efTea true and anfwerable to them; 
every fong of his, every meditation, every exercife of de- 
votion chiefly harping upon this firing; and he eamefUy 
wifhes that others would confent and cdnfort with him 



, tin^ruf ii'mrmrUf Nax, Orat, 36. 
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Of the Gbodnefs of God. Hg^ 

therein; he eameftly exhorts and excites them thereto : SERM. 
thai men would praife the Lord for his goodnefs^ and for LXVIIl. 
Tm wonderful works to the children of men! Praife M^pfai. cvU. 
Lord, give thanks unto the Lord; for he is goody for his *• ^** ^• 
mercy endureth for ever. That one example might fuffi- 
ciently authorize this praftice ; but we have innumerable 
others, and thofe the higheft that can be, to encourage 
and engage us thereto ; even the whole choir of heaven, 
whofe perpetual bufinefs and happy entertainment it is to 
contemplate with their minds, to celebrate with their 
voices, the immenfe goodnefs of God; They have, asRcv. iv.s* 
it is in the Revelation, no reft day or night, from perform*- 
ing this office. Such is the fubjeft of our difcoiirfe ; the 
which bur text moft plainly and fully expreffes ; afferting 
not only the goodnefs of God, but the univerfal and 
boundlefs extent thereof; The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies (or his bowels of affeSiion and pity) are over 
all his works. And that God indeed is fuch, we (hall firft 
endeavour to declare, then ihall briefly apply the confider* 
ation thereof to praftice. 

That God the Lord, and Maker of all things, is of him* 
felf, in regard to all his creatures, efpecially to us men, 
fuperlatively good, that is, difpofed never without jufl: or 
necelfery caufe to harm us, and inclinable to do us all pof- 
fible and befitting good, the univerfal frame of nature and 
the conftant courfe of Providence do afford us fuflScient 
rcafon to conceive, and moft frequent, moft exprefs tefti^ 
monies of holy Scripture do more fiilly demonftrate. 
There is no argument from natural effefts difcernible by 
us, .which proveth God's exiftence, (and innumerable fuch 
there are, every fort of things well ftudied may aflbrd 
fome,) the which doth not together perfuade God to be 
'very kind and benign ; careful to impart to us all befit* 
ing good, fuitable to our natural capacity and condition : 
and unwiHing that any confiderable harm, any extrenn4 
want or pain Ihould befall us. (I interpofe fuch limita- 
tions, for that an abfolute, or univerfal and perpetual 
(exemption frorn all kinds or all degrees of inconveiiience, 
an accumulation of all forts of appearing good upon us. 
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3^0 0/theGcodnefsofGod. 

SERM. doth not become or fuit our natijral ftate of being, or our 
LXVIIJ. j^j^ jjj perfe£lion among creatures ; neither, all things 
being duly ftated and computed, will it turn to beft ac- 
count for us.) The beft (no lefs convincing than obvi- 
ous) arguments, afferting the exiftence of a Deity, are 
deduced from the manifold and manifeft footftegs of ad- 
mirable wifdom, (kill, and defign apparent in the general 
order, and in the particular frame of creatures ; the beau- 
tiful harmony of the whole, and the artificial contrivance 
of each part of the world 5 the which it is hardly poffible 
that any unprejudiced and undiftempered mind fhould 
conceive to proceed from blind chance, or as blind ne- 
ceffity. But with this wifdom are always complicated 
no lefs evident marks of goodnefs. We cannot in all that 
vaft bulk of the creation, and numberlefs variety of things, 
difcover any piece of mere pomp, or dry curiofity ; every 
thing feenpus to have fome beneficial tendency ; according 
to wjhich it. confers fomewhat to the need, convenience, or 
comfort of thofe principal creatures, which are endued 
. with fenfe and capacity to enjoy them. Moft of them 
have a palpable relation to the benefit (to the fubfiftence 
or .delight) of living creatures j and efpecially in an ulti- 
niate relation to the benefit of man; and the reft, al- 
though their inunediate ufe be not to our dim fight fo cUf- 
cemibl^, may therefore be reafonably prefiuned in their 
natural defignation to regard the fame end. Whereforp 
as upon confideration of that ample provifion, which is made 
in nature for the neceftary fuftenance, 4^ence, and re- 
lief, for the convenience, delight, and iatisfa6lion of every 
creature, any man, who is npt carelefs or fti^pid, may be 
PCil. civ. induced to cry out with the PMp^ift, Jjord, how mani- 
fold are thy works! in wifdom haft, thou madethefn all : fp 
may he with no lefs reafon and grofxnd after, him porp- 
K. x«iii. nounce and acknowledge; ^he earth is full of the good- 
ffiLio! ^^ ^^ of the Lord: The earth, O Lord, is full. qf, thy n^erqy: 
«?»"• *• Thy mercy is great unfo the heavens: Thy n^ercy is great 
ixv. 11. above the heavens. It is indeed becaufe divine gf>pdn^ is 
«»"• *• freely diffufive ai^d communicative of itfelf ; b^ufe eflen- 
tial love is a£dye and fruitful in beneficence; becaufe 
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Of the Goodnefs of God. 301 

higheft excellency is void of all envy, felfifhnefs^ and tena- SERM. 
city, that the worid was produced fuch as it was 5 thofe LXVIII. 
perfeftions being intrinfical to God's nature, difpofed him ' 
to beftow fo much of being, of beauty, of pleafure upon 
his creatures. He openeth kis hand, they are filed u/t/APC cir. as. 
good : it is from Grod's open hand, his unconfined bounty 
and liberality, that all creatures do receive all that good 
which fills them, which fatisfies their needs, and fatiates 
their defires. Every pleafant objeA we view, every fweet 
and fevoury morfel we taile, every fragrancy we fmell, 
every harmony we hear; the wholefome, the cheering, 
the ufeful, yea, the innocent and inofFenfive qualities of 
every thing we do ufe and enjoy, are fo many perfpicuous 
arguments of divine goodnefs ; we may not only by our 
reafon colledt it, but we even touch and feel it with all 
oiu- fenfes. 

The like conclufion may be inferred from the obferva-" 
tion of divine Providence. Every fignification, or experi- 
ment, whence we may reafonably infer that divine power 
and wifdom do concur in upholding, managing, and di- 
recting the general date of things, or the particular affcirs 
of men, being well examined and weighed, would afford 
reafon apt to perfuade, that the Governor of the world is 
gracioufly aflfefiled toward his creatures and fubje6ls. The 
general prefervation of things in their natural conftitution 
and order; the difpenfing' conftant viciffitudes of feafon, fo 
as may ferve for the fupply of our needs; the maintaining 
fuch a coUrfe of things in the world, that, notwithftandiog 
the greet irregularity of will, and violence of pafiion in fo 
many petfons ; jtt men do ordinarily (hift fo as to livc^ 
tolehtbly upon earth in peace and fafety, and enjoyment 
of competent accommodations for life ; with the aids and 
confokitions ariiling from mutual fociety ; the fupports, en- 
couragements, arid rewatds of nrtue many times in a 
ftrartge manner ftdminiflered ; the reftraints, difappoint-^ 
ments, and feafonable chaftifemcnts of wickednefs, efpcci- 
ally v^bto it grows- exorbitant and outrageous, unexpect- 
edly intervening, with the like paflages of Providence, 
wifl, to him that (hall regard i/ie works of (he Lord^ am/ff**^^** 
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SERM. the operation of his hatids, Efficiently declare as the other 
LXVIII. glorious attributes, (wifdom, power, and juftice,) fo efpe- 
cially the goodnefs of him, who prefides over the world ; 
afluring that he is a friend to the welfare, and diflikes the 
mifery of mankind. He that ihall well obferve and con- 
^ iider how among fo many fierce and hardhearted, fo 
many crafty and fpiteful, fo many domineering and de-^ 
vouring fpirits, the poor and weak, the fimple and harm- 
lefs fort of people do however fubfift, and enjoy fome- 
what, cannot but fufped that an undifcemible hand, full 
of pity and bounty, doth often convey Uie neceflary fup- 
ports of life to them, doth often divert imminent mifchieb 
from them ; cannot but acknowledge it credible, what th^ 
holy Scripture teacheth, that God is the friend, and pa- 
tron, and protestor of thofe needy and helplefs people,^ 
Wal. xiv. 6. redeeming their foul from deceit and violence, as thj5 
ixxihiat' Pf^^ift ipeaks ; that he is, as the Prophet exprefleth it, 
Ifa. XXV. A^ajirength to the poor, ajirefigth to the needy in his di/irefs, 
a refuge from theflorm, ajhadowfrom the heat, when the 
llq/i of the terrible ones is as a Jiorm again/1 the walU 
He that fliall remark, how frequently, in an unaccountable 
way, fuccour and relief do fpring up to juft and innocent 
Tfal. perfons ; fo that in a whole age, as the Pfalmift obferve<^ 

, XXXVII. 25. ^^^j^ perfons do not appear deftitute or forfakenj how alfo 
iniquity is commonly flopped in its full career, and then 
eafiiy receives a check, when its violence feemed uncon«- 
trollabl&i^ how Ukewife many times the world is refcued 
from confufions and diftraftions unextricable by any vifi- 
ble wit or force; with other like occurrences in huinan 
affairs ; muft admit it for a reafonable hypothefis (fit to 
render a caufe of fuch appearances) that a tranfcendeqt 
goodnefs doth fecretly interpofe, furthering the produo^ 
tion of fuch effeSs ; he muft upon fuch obfervation be 
Pfai. iviiJ. ready to verify that of the Pfalmift : Verily there is a rc» 
"^*' ward for the righteous ; verily there is a G<Hi that judgeib 

the earth. St. Paul inftru&s us, that in paft times (ths^t 
ABa xiv. is, in all generations from the beginning of things) God 
*7* did attefl hifnfelf to be the Governor of the. world : How ? 

Ayo^oiroMPV, by his beneficence; giving to men Jhowers from 
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heaven, and fruitful feafons^ filling their hearts with food SERM. 
and gladnefs : competent evidences, it feems> thefe were LXVIII. 
of his providence, and withal (fuppofing that) certain de- *— ~ 
monftrations of his goodnefs : although fonie have abufed 
this kind of teftimony, or argumentation, fo valid in itfelf, 
unto a contrary purpofe ; alleging, that if God ruled the 
world, fo much wickednefs and impiety would not be to- 
lerated therein; that ingrateful and evil men could not 
fo thrive and flouriih ; that more fpeedy and more fevere 
vengeance would be executed ; that benefits would not 
be fcattered among the crowd of men, with fo proniifcu- 
ous and undiftinguiffaing a freenefs. But fuch difcourfes^ 
upon a juft and true account, do only infer the great pa- 
tience and clemency, the unconfined mercy and bounty of 
our Lord ; that he is in difpofition very different from pet- 
tifh and impatient man, who, fhould he have the reins 
put into his hands, and in his admini(h*ation of things 
ihould be fo often negle£led, croffed, abufed, would foon 
overturn all things; and, being himfelf difcompofed 
with paffion, would precipitate the world into confufion 
and ruin. 

Things would not have fubfifted hitherto, and continued 
in their orderly courfe, but by the moderation of an im- 
menfe goodnefs ; by that 



magni cuftos clemeotia mundi. ClaucL 

It is by the Lord's mercies that we (we, the whole body of Lam. iii. 
finful men, fo guilty of heinous provocations and rebel- ^*' 
lions againft our Maker) are not con/umed. And what 
ag^ Grod in the Prophet fpeaks concerning Ifrael, he Hpf, xi. s, 
might have apf^ed to the whole nation of men: How 
Jhalt I give thee up, Ephraim * howjhall I deliver thee. If 
raelf how Jhall I make thee as Admah ? how Jhall Lfet 
thee as Tiehoim ? I will not execute thefiercenefs of my an- 
ger, Lwill not return to de/iroy Ephraim; for I am God, 
and not man. The reafon (for I am God^ and not man) is 
obfervable; implying (upon parity of reafori in the cafes^ 
concerning that one nation, and concerning the body of 
meo) that it is an indulgence and forbearance above, if 
not contrary io the tenaper of man, and even beyond hu- 
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SERM. man conceit, whereby the (late of things here doth ivSo&ik^ 
LXVIII. and is preferved from ruin. 

""""""""""^ Thus nature and thus Providence do bear witnefs con* 
ceming the difpolition of God. As for Scripture^ there is 
nothing either in way of pofitive aflertion nsore freq^iently 
inculcated, or by more illuftrious examples fet forth^ ainl 
made palpable, than this attribute of God. When God 
would impas't a portraiture or defcription of himfelf to 
Exod. his deareft friend and favourite, Mofes ; the firft and chief 
lineaments thereof are feveral forts, or feveral inftances of 
goodnefs; he exprefles himfelf Merciful and gracious^ 
bn longfufferingy and abundant in goodnefs: {Mercifid: El 
C3irn racftum) a God ofpityingj or ftroog in pity 5 that is, moft 
apt to commiferate and to fuccour thofe who are in need 
or diftrefs. Gracious, that is, ready both freely to forgive 
wrongs, and to difpenfe favours. Longfuffering, or &/I-* 
gus irarum, that is, not foon moved, or apt eafily to con- 
ceive difpleafure 5 not hafly in execution of vengeance, or 
venting his anger in hprtiiil effeds. Abundant in good- 
nefs, that is, not faring as to qtiantity or quality, either 
in the multitude or magnitude of his favours, but in all 
-refpefts exceedingly liberal; conferring willingly both 
Pfei. very many and very great benefits* Such did CJod re- 

dn*8* &c P^f^*^^ himfelf to Mofes, when he defired a fuller know- 
ledge and nearer acquaintance with him, than ordinary 
means afford. The fame charafter in fubftance we have 
often repeated, and fometimes with advantage of empha- 
tical expreffion, well deferving our obfervation andoregaitl; 
Joel ii. 13. as when the Prophet Joel faith, that God is penitent, or 
Midah vii. forry,for evil inJliSied; and Micah, that he deltghteth in 
Nch.ix.17. wiercy; and when Nehemiah caJleth him a God of par^ 
1^8.'^"* cfowi; and when Ifaiah reprefents him as waiting (or 
feeldng occafions) to be gracious: and all this in tibe-^Id 
Jeftament, where God feems to lodk upon man with a 
lefs ferene and debonair afpeft. Indeed, as thatdiljpenfii- 
tion (fuitably to the nature and condition of things luider 
it) doth fet out God's mercy and- goodnefs> with efpeoial 
relation to this prefent world, or tempoml eftate f fo-the 
New one niore abundantly dlf^ys his more ^excellent 
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cax^ and love of our fouls; his great tendemefs of our fpi- SERM, 
ritual and eternal welfare. It is all of it in its nature and I^XVllI, 
defign but as it were one entire declaration of the to xP^' Rom. ii. 4 
f Jv T»u 0«w, (the beneficial difpofition, the benignity, or 
bountifulnefs of God, as St. Paul telle th us ;) it is a rare 
projeA of divine philanthropy 5 an illuftrious affidavit of 
God's wonderful propenfity to blefs and fave mankind; 
mantfefted by the higheft expreffions and inftances of love ^ 
and goodnefs that were poffible. (For his not fparing his 
own Son, the exprefs image of his fuhjlance^ the deareft 
ohyeGt of his infinite love, th^ partaker of his eternal na- 
ture and glory, but delivering him up a facrifice for our 
oifences; his mod earned wooing our bafenefs and un- 
worthinefs to reconciliation with him, and admiffion or 
acceptance of his favour ; his tendering upon fo fair and 
eafy terms an endlefs life in perfeft joy and blifs ; his fur- 
nifhing us with fo plentiful means and powerful aids for 
attaining that happy ftate — how pregnant demonftrationsRom.v.21. 
are thefe, of unfpeakable^oodnefs toward us ! whence) 
The ordinary titles in this difpenfation attributed unto 
hina, are, the God of love and peace ^ of hope, of patience ; a Cor. xiii. 
of all grace, of all c&nfolation ; the father of pities, rich in "pJt.v! 10. 
mercy, full of bowels; love and goodnefs itfelf Thus doth Eph. ii. 4. 
the Scripture pofitively ailert God's goodnefs ; thus it di- 1 jokn'iv. * 
re^y reprefents and defcribes his gracious difpofition to- ®' 
ward us. And as for examples, (which muft ferve as to 
illufirate and explain, fo alfo to verify and aflure matters 
of this nature,) if we carefully attend to God's ordinary 
proceedings with men there recorded, we (hall find this 
^pofition very confpicuous in them. Who can recount Luke tI. 
the number, or fet out the value of thofe inftances where- fg^^ind umo 
in God's goodnefs is exprefled toward fuch as loved him ? the un- 
oi his. admirable condefcenfion in drawing them to him;and"to'tho 
of the affectionate tendernefs, with which he conftantly e^ii. 
embraced them ; of his merciful indulgence toward them, 
when provoked by their untowardly behaviour; of his 
kfiod aec«^>tance, and munificent recompenfing their en- 
d^tvours to pleafe him ; of his deep compaffionating their 
voLp III. • X 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



3o6 Of the Goodnefs of God. 

SERM. fufTerings ; of bis vigiltuit carefiilnefs over them^ and over 

LXVIIL all their concernments ? Methinks the higheft expreflkms 

"""""—^ that language, affifted with all its helps of metaphor and 

refemblance, can aiford, are very languid and faint in 

comparifon of what they ftrain to reprefent, when the 

Pfai. goodnefs of God toward them who love him comes to be 

Pfai. ciii. exprefled : As the heaven is high above the earthy fo great 

ii» 13. ,'^ f^lg jfigrcy toward tliem that fear him : Like as a father 

pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth them that fear hifn: 

fo David ftrives to utter it, but with fimilitudes far (hort 

of the truth. If any will come near to reach it, it is that 

Deat. in Mofes and Zechariah, when they are compared ^o the 

xxxii. 10. apple of God's eye^ that is, to the moft dear and tender 
Zcch. \u %, '^^ ^ , , 1 . 

part, as it were, about him. 

John XV. We find them often ftyled, and ever treated, as friends 
^^' and as children ; and that in a fenfe tranfcending the vul- 

XX- 7. gar fignification of thofe words ; for, what friendfliip could 
endure, could pafs over, could forget, could admit an en- 
tire reconciliation and reeftabiifl^nient in afTeftion after 
fuch heinous indigniues, fuch infidelities, fuch undutiful- 
nefs, as were thofe of Adam, of Noah, of David, of Peter? 
Who would have received into favour and familiarity a 
ManaiTes, a Magdalen, a Paul ? Who would fo far extend 
his regard upon the pofterity (upon fuch a pofterity, fo 
untoward, fo unworthy) of bis friend, as God did upon 
that of Abraham, in refpe£t unto him? What great 
prince would employ his principal courtiers to guard and 
Pf^j„i^ y^ferve a poor attendant, a mean fubje£t of his? Yet, The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them ; and many inftances we have of 
thofe glorious inhabitants of heaven by God's appointment 
{looping down to wait upon and to perform fervice to the 
fons of men* But upon examples of this nature, being 
iiumberlefs, and compofing indeed the main body of the 
facred hiftory, (it being chiefly defigned to, reprefent 
them,) I ihall not infift ; I fhall only obferve, for prevent- 
ing or fatisfying objeAions, (yea, indeed, for turning them 
to the advantage and confirmation of that which, we 
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affert^) that even in thofe cafes, wherein God's higheft SERM. 
feverity hath been exercifed^ when God hath purpofed to LXVIll. 
exhibit moft dreadful inftances of his juftice upon the mod 
provocative occafions ; we may difcem his goodnefs emi- 
nently (hewing itfelf ^t that even in the greateft extremity 
of his difpleafure, in his afts of higheft vengeance^ mercy jam. ii. 13. 
doth xetTctxaux,^^^ '^S xf/drsw^^ (as St. James fpeaketh^) 
ioq/i itfelf, and triumph over juftice: that God^ as the 
fun^ (to uie Tertullian's fimilitude^) when he feems moft to 
infeft and fcorch us> doth even then difpenfe ufefol and 
healthful influences upon us<^. Even^ I fay> in the moft 
terrible and amazing examples of divine juftice (fuch as 
were the ejefting and excluding mankind from Paradife ; 
the general deftruftion in the deluge; the exfcinding and 
extirpation of the Amorites^ together with other inhabit- 
ants of Canaan; the delivering Ifrael and Judah into the Vide Cbryf. 
Afiyrian thraldom^ the final deftrufidon of Jerufalem, to- 21°^'68.^'* 
gether with the difperfion of the Jewifli nation over theoptime. 
world, and its fad confequences) we may (not hardly) 
obferve particulars, more than favouring of great mercy 
and goodnefs. 

I. That (in moft of thefe cafes, in all according to fome 
account) God was not moved to the difpleafure produftive 
of thofe effeAs but upon very great confiderations. That 
he did not feek advantages, nor embrace all occafions; 
but was incenfed by fuperlative degrees of iniquity and 
impurity, (fuch in their own nature, and much aggra- 
vated by their circumftances,) fuch as rendered common 
life inconvenient and infupportable to men; made the 
earth to ftink with their filth and corruption ; to groan 
under the burden and weight of them ; to pant and la- ^ 
hour for a riddance from them. 

** TtHTM ^tXavB^^wirut n rtfMJ^i*' utm yk^ lyti TH^»fAtu »«X«^(jf riv Oc«f. Na^, 
Orat, 38. 

Wfmtf ttmi rti9 ^Kmf^^vrimv. Ckryf, 'AdS^ . f • 

^Tunc maxime eft optimus, cum ttbt non bonus; licut fol tibi ctiam 
quando non putu optimus et utilit, &c. Ttrtull. in Marc, ti. 4. 
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SERM. a. That God did not upon the firft gfimpfes of provo- 
LXVIII. cation proceed to the exjccution and difcharge of his 
wrath^ but did with wonderful patience expe& a change 
Ifa. zuu in the offenders, waiting to be gracious, as the Prophet 
fpeaketh; affording more than competent time^ and means 
more than fuflicient of appealing him by repentance; 
Touchfafing frequent admonitions^ folicitations^ threaten- 
ings, moderate corrections^ and other fuch proper me- 
thods conducing to their amendment and to their prefer- 
ration. 

3. That the infliftions themfelves, how grievous fo- 
ever in appearance, were not really extreme in meafure) 
not accompanied with fo acute torments, nor with fo lin- 
gering pains, nor with fo utter a ruin, as might have been 
inflicted; but that (as Ezra, in refpeft to one of thofe 

«z. ix. 13. cafes, confeffeth) they were lefs than their iniquities de*- 
Ff. Uxviii. ferved. That, as it is in the Pfalm, He did notjiir up all 
^•' his wrath; which would have immediately confumed 

them, or infinitely tormented them. 

4. That (confequently upon fome of thofe premifes) 
the afHiCtiohs brought upon them were in a fort rather 
neceflStry than voluntary in refpeA of him; rather a na- 
tural fruit of their difpofitions and dealings, than a free 

Ezck. xviii. refult of his will 5 however contrary to his primary inten- 
xxxfif 11 ^^^^ ^^^ defires. Whence he no lefs truly than eameftly 
Lam. iii. difclaims having any pleafiire in their deaths that he of*, 
not. xiii. 9^^^^^ ^ilii^gij/f or grieved the children of men; and 

charges their difafters upon themfelves^ as the fole caufes 

of them. 

5. That farther, the chaffifements inf)i£ted were whole- 
fome and profitable, both. in their own nature, and ac- 
cording to his defign <i J both in refpeft to the generality of 
men, (who by them were warned, and by fuch examples 
deterred from incurring the like mifchiefs ; were, kept 
from the inconveniences,- fecured from the temptations, 
the violences, the allurements, the contagions of the pre- 
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fcnt evU ftate; according to that reafon alleged for pu- SERM. 
nilhments of this kind: All the people Jhall hear, and fear y LXVIIT. 
€md do no more prefumptuoujly^) and in regard to the fuf-i>eut, xvil, 
ferers themfelves, who thereby were prevented from ^8. 
proceeding farther in their wicked courfes*; accumulating 
(or trecfuring up, as the Apo(Ue fpeaketh) farther degrees Rom. K. s» 
of wrathf as obdurate and incorrigible people will furely 
do: (fFky, faith the Prophet, ^o«W ye be Jiricken anylfa.i. 5. 
more? (to what purpofe is moderate correction?) Ye will'^^^^' ^^* 
revolt more and more.) That he did with a kind of vio- 
lence to his own inclinations^ and relu&ancy, inili£i: pu- 
nifhments on them. O Ephraim, how Jhall I give thee upy Hof. xi. s. 

Ephraim ? Yea farther : 

6. That, during their fufferance, God did bear compaf*^ 

fion toward them who underwent it. His bowels j as we ifa- ixiH. 
are ioldy founded and were troubled; his heart was turned^Qf^'j^^ 8, 
within him; his repen tings were kindled together; in a//Jcr. xxxi. 
their ajffli&ions himfelf was afflifled; ^he remembered^ and Gen. vl. 3. 
confidered they were but diift; that they were but flejhy^^^^'^^\'^^ 
(that they were but of a weak and frail temper; that they 14. ixxviii. 
were naturaHy prone to corruption and evil,) and did^^* 
therefore pity their infirmity and their mifery. 

7. That God in his wrath remembered mercy ^ (as the Hab, iii. % 
prophet Habakkuk fpeaks,) mixing gracious intentions 

of future refrefliment and reparation with the prefent 9f."' ^'' ®' 

executions of juftice. I know, laith he in the pro- Jcr. xxlx. 

phet Jeremiah, the thoughts that I think toward yow; i^-"*"'** 

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expe&ed 

end. Behold, I will bring health and cure, I will cure 

them, and will reveal unto them abundance of peace and 

truth. And, For a fmall moment, faith he again in ifa. Hv. 7. 

Ifaiah, have I forfaken thee ; but with great mercies 

will I gather thee. And, Ye Jhall be comforted con- Ezck. xiv. 

cerning the evil that I have brought upon Jervfalem — ^» ^^' 

and, ye Jhall know that I have not done without caufe all that 

1 have done in it, faith the Lord ; (he faith fo in Ezekiel ;) 



lu^ifiUMs. Ckiyf, torn. viii. p. 99. 
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SERM. without caufe, that is, without a beneficial defign toward 
LXVlll. them, 

8. Laftly, That he always (ignified a readinefs to turn 
from his anger, and to forgive them; and upon very equal 
and eafy terms to be fully reconciled to them ; according 

Pf. da. 9, to that in the Pfalm, He doth not always chide^ neither 

will he keep his anger for ever ; but upon any reafonable 

overtures of humiliation, confeilion, and converfion to 

' him, was ready to abate, yea, to remove the effeAs of his 

Pfid. xcix. difpleafure : Thou wqfi a God that forgaveji them, though 
thou tookeji vengeance of their inventions. 

Thefe particulars, if we attentively furvey thofe dread- 
ful examples of divine feverity forementioned, (the great- 
eft which hiftory acquaints us with, or which have been 
(hewed on this theatre of human aflfairs,) we may obferve 
moft of them in all, all of them in fome, either pkunly 
exprefled, or fufficiently infinuated by the circumftances 
obfervable in the hiftorical narrations concerning them; 
fo that even the harflieft inftances of God's wrathful deal- 
ing with fome men, may well ferve to the illuftration of 
his mercy and goodnefs toward aU men ; may evince it 
true, what our Lord affirms, that God is xfJ^^^ '**^ ^*" 

Lu)cevi.85.$ffot;^ xoH ffovij^ouf, kind and beneficent even to the mq/i in* 
grateful and unworthy perfons. To make which obfer- 
vation good, and confequently to aflert the verity of our 
text (that God is good unto all, and merciful over all his 
works) againft the moft plaufible exceptions, I (hall exa- 
mine the particulars in the following dilcourfe. 
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SERMON LXIX. 



OF THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 



Psalm cxIv. 9. 

The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all 
his works. 

1 SHALL now more particularly cOnfider the feveral in- SERM. 
fiances before mentioned. LXIX. 

L The punifhment inflifted on mankind for the firft 
iranfgreffion containeth in it much of depth and mydery^ 
furpaffing perhaps all capacity of man to reach ; its full 
comprehedfion being by divine wifdom, I conceive, pur- 
pofely concealed from us 5 fo that I cannot pretend tho- 
roughly to explain it ; and (hall not therefore fpeak much 
about it. 

This indeed is clear, that God did in his proceedings, 
occafioned thereby, intend remarkably to evidence his 
grievous refentment and indignation ag£un(t wilful difo- 
bedidnce; yet in the management thereof we may ob- 
ferve, that, 

I. After that provocation (in itfelf fo high, and liable to 
fo great aggravations) * God did exprefs his refentment in 
fo calm and gentle a manner, that Adam, though abafhed 
upon the confcience of his feult, was not yet by the v6- 
hemency of the reproof utterly difmayed or dejefted. 

X4 
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SERM. 2. God ufed great moderation in the infli£tion of this 
LXIX. punifhment; mitigating the extremity of the fentence 
Gen. a. i7J^^y decreed and plainly declared to Adam^ (that, in 
cafe of his offending againft the law prefcribed him, he 
fliould immediately die,) for notwithftanding his forfeiture 
that very day of life, God reprieved him, and allowed 
liim a long life, almoft of a thoufand years, after. 

3. God did not quite reject man thereupon, nor did 
withdraw his fatherly care and providence from him, but 
openly continued them ; infomuch that immediately after 
the curfe pronoimced upon our firft parents, the next paf- 

Gen.iii.9i.fage wc meet with is, that unto Adam and his wife did 
the Lord God make coats, and clothed them. 

4. Although indeed man was by his fault a great lofer, 
and became deprived of high advantages } yet the mercy 
of God did leave him in no very deplorable eftate, limply 
coniidered, as to his life here ; the relics of his firft eftate, 
and the benefits continued to him, being very confiderafole; 
fo that we the inheritors of that great difa(ter do com- 
monly find the enjoyment of hfe, with the conveniences 
attending it, to be fweet and defirable. 

5. The event manifefts, that while God in appearance 
fo feverely puniflied mankind, he did in his mind referve 
thoughts of higheft kindnefs toward ua ; even then de- 
figning not only tp reftore us to our former degree, but 
to raife us to a capacity of obtaining a far more h%h 
pitch of happinefs. While he excltided us from a ter- 
reftrial paradife here, he provided a far better celeftiai one, 
into which, if we pleafe, by obedience to his holy laws, 
we may certainly enter. So that in this of ajl nuxft 
heavy inftance of vengeance, God's exceeding goodnefs 
and clemency do upon feveral confiderationi moft clearly 
fhine. 

II. The calamity, which by the ^neral .dek^ did 
overik)w the world, was not (we may confider) ibnought 
upon men but in regard to the moft enormous offences 
long continued in, and after amendment was become def- 
perate : not till after much forbearance, and till men were 
grown to a fuperlative pitch of vtdckednefs, by no fit means 
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(by no friendly warnings no iliarp reprehenfion/no mb- SERM. 
derate chaftifement) corrigible; not until the earth was LXIX. 
become (efpecially for perfons of any innocence or intc- "~""~"""** 
grity) no tolerable habitation, but a theatre of lamentable 
tragedies^ a feat of horrid iniquity, a fink of loathfome 
impurity. So that in reafon it was to be efteemed rather a 
favour to mankind, to refcue it from fo unhappy a ftate, 
than to fufier it to perfift therein. To fnatch men away 
out of fo uncomfortable a place, from fo wretched a con- 
dition, was a mercy ; it had been a judgment to have left 
them annoying, rifling, and haraffing; biting, tearing, and 
devouring; yea, defiling and debauching each other; and 
fo heaping upon themfelves loads of guilt, and deeper ob- 
ligations to vengeance. The earthy faith the text, was Gen. vi. 
corrupt before God^ and the earth was filled with violence. "' ^*^' 
God looked upon the earthy and behold it was corrupt ; for 
allfiejh had corrupted its way upon the earth $ whidi uni- 
verlal and extreme corruption had not in probability fprung 
up in a fmall time; for, 

Nezno repente fuit turplflimus,— — 
is true not only of fingle men, but of communities ; no 
people, no age doth fuddenly degenerate into extreme 
degrees of wickednefs ; fo that the divine patience had 
long endured and attended upon men, before the refolu- 
tion of thus punifhing them was taiken up; the which 
alfi) was not at firft peremptory and irreverfible, but in 
God's defign and defire it was revocable ; for the world 
had a long rq>rieve after the fentence pailed ; execution 
was deferred till Noah's long preaching of righteoufnefs, 
and denouncing of judgment in a manner fo notorious 
and fignal, (not by verbal declarations only, but by the 
vifible ftrudure of the ark,) could prevail nothing toward 
their amendment, but was either diftrufted or dilregarded, 
and perhaps derided by them. For, as St. Peter tells ub, 
they were di/hbedient, when once the longfuffering of God^ Pet. iii. 
watted in the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing ; 3 petji. 5. 
that is, (as is collected by feveral interpreters from the 
text' of .the ftory,) during no lefs than oiie hundred and Gen. ▼!. a. 
twenty years; a competent time for their recoUeding 
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SERM. themfelves^ and endeavouring by amendment of Hfe to 

LXIX. prevent the ruin threatened to come upon them. Yet 

notwitbflanding that, this obfUnate and incorrigible difo* 

bedience did fo much difpleafe God, as tlmt in confidera- 

Gen. Ti. 6. tion thereof God is faid to have repented that he made man 
on the earthy and to have been thereby grieved at the heart: 
yet did he fo temper his anger as not utterly to deftroy 
mankind, but provided againft its total ruin, by preferv- 
ing one family as a feminary thereof; preferving the h- 
ther thereof (queftionlefs by a fpecial grace) from the 
fpreading contagion, infpiring him with faith, and quali- 
. fying him for the favour, which by him he defigned to 
communicate imto the world; the reparation thereof, and 
reftoring the generations of men. So that alfo through 
this paffiige of providence, how difmal and dreadful foever 
at firft fight, much goodnefs will be tran{|)arent to him 
that looks upon it attentively. 

III. In the next place, as to that extermination and ex- 
cifion of the Canaanites, which car.ries fo horrible an a|^ 

Lcvit. xviii.pearance of feverity, we may find it qualifiable, if we con- 
fider, that for the nature of the trefpafies, which procured 
it, they were infuiferably heinous and abominable : moft 
fottifh, barbarous, and bafe fuperititions, (cruelty and im- 
purity being ei&ntial ingredients into their performances 
of reli^on, and it being piety with them to be exceed- 
ingly wicked,) and in their other prance moft beafily 
lafcivioufnefies, moft bloody violences, oppreflions, and 
rapines generally abounding. So that for thofe men 
themfelves, who were by turns, as it happened, the aa- 
thors and the objefts of thefe dealings, it could not be 
defirable to continue in a ftate of living fo wretched and 
uncomfortable- Impunity had been no mercy to fuch 
people, but rather a cruelty; cutting them off mufi needs 
be the greateft favour they were capable of, it being only 
removing them from a hell here, and preventing their de- 
ferving many worfe hells hereafter. Even te themfelves 
it was a favour, and a greater one to their pofterity, 
whom they might have brought forth to fucceed into tbrir 
courfes^ and to. the conibquences of them.j wh<m they 
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would have engaged into their wicked cuftoms, and theur SERM. 
woful mifchiefs. They were not fo deftroyed from the ^^^^' 
land^ until it grew uniniiabitable in any tolerable manner, 
and itfelf could not, as it were, endure them any longer, 
but (as the text doth moft fignificantly exprefs it) didfpueu^tt, xviiu 
them out ; being like a flomach furcharged with foul or^*' 
poifonous matter, which it loathes, and is pained with, 
and therefore naturally labours to expel. Neither was 
this fad doom executed upon them till after four hundred 
years of forbearance ; for even in Abraham's time God 
took notice of their iniquity, then bom and growing.; 
and gave account of his fufpending their puniihment^ 
becaufcj laid he, the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet Gen. xv. 
full, (that is, was not yet arrived to a pitch of defperate **■ 
obftmacy and incorrigibility :) while there was the leaft 
glimpfe of hope, the leaft relics of any reafon, any regret, 
any fliame in them, the leatt poffibility of recovery, God 
flopped his aven^ng hand : but when all ground of hope 
was removed, the whole ftock of natural light and ftrength 
was embezzled, all fear, all remorfe, all modefty were 
quite baniihed away, all means of cure had proved inefr 
feAual, the gangrene of vice hJad feized on every part, 
iniquity was grown mature and mellow; then was the 
ftroke of juftice indeed not more feafonable than necef- 
(ary ; then was the fatal fword the only proper remedy ; 
then fo with one ftroke to cut off them, and their fins, 
and their mifchiefs, and their miferies together, was an 
argument no lefs ftrong and clear of God's merciful good- 
nefs, than of his juft anger toward them. 

IV. The like account we may render of God's judg* 
ments upon the people of Ifrael. If we confult the Pro^ 
phets, who declare the ftate of things, the fa£ts, the dif- 
pofitions, the guilts, that brought them down from hea- 
ven, we (hall fee, that they came upon account of an unl- 
v^rlal apoftafy from both the faith and prance of true 
reEgion; a d&gp corruption {like that in the days of Gibeah,yio{, zi. 9. 
as the prophet Hofea fpeaketh) in mind and manners; an 
utter perverting of all truth and right; an obftinate compli-. 
ance with, 01: emulation of, the moft. abominable practices 
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SERM. of the heathen nations about them; an univerfid apolbff, 
^X^X. I fay, from God and all goodnefs ; a thorough prevalence 
of all iniquity. Hear the Prophets expreffing it, and de- 
Jer.v, I. fcribing them. Jeremiah; Run ye to and fro through the 
Jhreets of Jemfalem ; fee now, and know, and feek in the 
broad places thereof y if ye can find a man, if there be any 
thai execuieth judgment, thatfeeketh the truth; and I will 
If.xxly. 5. pardon it. Ifaiah; The earth is defiled under the inhabit- 
''^' ants thereof; hecaufe they have tranfgrejfed the laws, 

changed the ordinances, broken the everlq/iing covenant: 
Ah finfvl nation ! a people laden unth iniquities, a feed of 
evil doers; children that are corrupters! They have for* 
faken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Ifrael 
undo anger; they are gone away backward, &c. Thus do 
thefe and other Prophets in a like drain defcribe in the 
grofs the date of things preceding thofe judgments. And 
Rzek. ixii. in Ezekiel (in divers places, particularly in the 8th, but 
efpecially in the 22d chapter) we have their offences in 
detail, and by parts (their grofs impieties, their grievous 
cruelties, extortions, and oppreffions) fet out copiouily, 
and in moft lively colours. And as the quality of their 
provocations was fo bad, and the extenfion of them fo 
large, fo was their condition defperate; there were no 
means of reniedy left, no hopes of amendment ; fo was 
their forehead covered with impudence, their heart hard- 
ened with obftinacy, their minds deeply tinAured with 
Jer.xui. habitual pravity and perverfenefs : Can the Ethiopian 
*'• change hisjkin, or the leopard hisfpots P then may ye alfo 

do good, that are accu/iomed to do evil, faith Jeremiah con'- 
ceming them. All methods of reclaiming them had 
proved friiitlefs; no favourable dealings, no gentle ad- 
monition or kind inftru^on would avail any thing ; for 
Ifa. zzvi. it is of them the prophet Ifaiah faith, Let favour bejhewed 
'^* to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteoufne/s. No ad- 

vices, no reproofs (how frequent, how vehement, how 
urgent foever) had any efife£fc upon them.. Almighty 
God declares often, that he had fpoken unto them rifing 
Jer. uv. 4. up early, but they would not hear nor regard his fpeech ; 
ii!\o.^^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^y ^^^^9 ^^ refiife, but defpife, loathe, mock, 
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and reproach it^ {turning their lack upon him, pulling SEBM* 
away their Jhoulderyjiijfening their neck, and flopping their ^^^* 
ears, that they fhould not hear;) that he hadjpread out Zech.Yiu 
his hands all the day long to a rebellious and gainfaying^' . 
people; to a people that (with extreme infolence andimmo-ag, 30. 
defty) provoked him to anger continually to his face. Nor^^^jJ^ ^' 
could any tenders of mercy allure or move them : IfaidToxyu le. 
(God faid it in Jeremiah) after all thefe things. Turn ^ntol^l'^^^lJ'^ 
me; but Jhe returned not* Amend your ways and your 14. xviU. 
doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the 
Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced 
again/l you. Repent, and turn yourfelves^from all your 
^^^^fgreffijons,fo iniquity fhall not be your ruin ; and innu- 
merable the like overtures we have of grace and mercy to 
them; all which they proudly and perverfely rejected, 
perfiiling in their wicked courfes : they even repelled and Jer. xi. 3t«v 
filenced, they rudely treated and perfecuted the prophets Matt'^ii. 
fent unto them with meflages of kind warning and over- 37. 
tures of grace \ fo obftru6ling all accefs of mercy to them* '^ ' ^'"* 
felves : They fay to thefeers, See not ; and to tlie prophets^ Ifa. xxx. 
Prophefy not unto us right things : fo Ifaiah reports their ^^' 
proceeding. fFhich of tlie prophets did not your fathers Aaavii. 52. 
perfecuteP fo St. Stephen expoftulates with them. Nei- 
iherwere gentler chaftifementsdeiigned for their corree- 17, ict ' 
tion and cure anywife available ; they made no impreffion ^ x^' "*• 
on them, they produced no change in them : In vain, faith Jer. ii. so. 
Crod, I have fmitten your children, they have received no 
corre&ion. And, Thou hq/i fmitten them, but tliey have Jer.r, 9, 
^t grieved; thou hq/i confumed them, but they have re^ 
fufed to receive corre&ion; they have made their faces 
harder than a rock, they have refifed to return. And, The\S^\x^\z. 
people iumeth not to him thatfmiteth them, neither do they 
fiek. the Lord qf Hqfts. Unto this xon-aprtciMs »lf air»Xew»^ Rom. ix. 
this perfea fitnefs, (as St. Paul fpeaketh,) this maturity^** 
of defperate and irrecoverable impiety, bad that people 
grown, not at^ once, and on a fudden, but by continual 
^eps of provocation, through a long courfe of time, du- 
^^S that divine patience fparing them, and by various 
expedients ftriving.to recover them. This confider^tioa 
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3i8 6fthe Goodnefs of God. 

SBRM. is frequently infifted upon^ efpeciatly in the prophet Jere- 
LXIX. miah: The children of Ifrael and the children of Judah 
Jer. xxxii. ^^^^ ^^h ^^^^ ^^ before me from their youth : Since the 
80. yii. 25. day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt 
,' * * unto this day, I have evenfent unto you all myfervants the 
zn. IX. 7. prophets y daily rijing up early j and fending them ; yet they 
hearkened not unto me, &c. Well then, after fo imawy 
hundred years of abufed patience, and unfuccefsfiil labour 
to reclaim them, it was needful that juftice ftiould have 
her courfe upon them : yet how then did God inflift it, 
with what mildnefs and moderation, with what pity and 
Nch.ix. 81. relenting? Neverthelefs^ fay they in NehemJiih, /or thy 
great mercies fake thou did ft not utterly confume them, nor 
forfake them ; for thou art a gracious and merciful God. 
Ezr. ix. is.And, Thou haft punijhed us lefs than our iniquities de* 
Hof. xi. 9. fervcy doth Ezra confefs. I will not execute the fercenefs 
of my anger, doth God himfelf refolve and declare in 
Hofea. So mild he was as to the meafure of his punifli- 
ing; and what compaifion accompanied it, thofe patheti- 
Hof. xi. 8. cal expreffionS declare : My heart is turned within me, my 
Jcr. xxxi. repentings are kindled together. Is Ephraim my dearfonf 
^^' is he a pleafant child? for fince I f pake againft him, I do 

eameftly remember hintjiill: therefore my bowels are troU' 
ifa. Ixiii. 9. bled for him. In all their affli&ions he was qffliSted, &c. 
We may add,^ that notwithftanding all thefe provocatiotos 
^ of his wrath, and abufings of his patience, which thus ne- 

ceffitated God to execute his vengeance; yet even during 
the execution thereof, and while his hand was fo ftretched 
forth againft them, he did retain thou^ts of favour and 
intentions of dcring good, even toward this fo ingrateful> 
ifa. liv. 7. fo infenfible, fo incorrigible a people: For afmall mom^t, 
faith God, have I forfaken thee; but with great mercies 
j€r: xxix. w^' I gather thee : I know the thoughts that I think to* 
II. xxxiij. K;ard you, faith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not if evil, 
to give you an expe^ed end. Now diefe things being fe- 
rioufly laid together, have we not occafion and ground 
fufficient even in this inftance, no lefs to admire and adore 
the Y^'onderful beni^ity, mercy, and patience of God, 
than to dread and tremble at his juftiqe ? 
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Of the Goodnefs of God. 3 19 

^ V. As for the laft fo calamitous and piteous deftruc- SBRM. 
tion of Jerufalem, with the grievous confequences thereof, ^^^^y 
as we might apply thereto the former confiderations, fo 
we (hall only obferve what was peculiar in that cafe; that 
God difpenfed fuch means to prevent it, (to remove the 
meritorious caufes thereof, obftinate impenitency and in- 
credulity; refifting the truth by him fent from heaven 
with fo clear a revelation and powerful confirmation ; de- 
fpifing the Spirit of God, and the diftates of their own 
confcience ; bafejy mifufing divers ways, and at laft cru- 
elly murdering the Son of God ;) fuch means, I fay, God 
did employ for the removing thofe provocatives of venge- 
ance, which, as our Lord himfelf faith, were fufficient Matt. «. 
to have converted Tyre and Sidon; yea, to have preferved^** 
Sodom itfelf ; fo that our Saviour could with a compaf- 
fionate grief deplore the imfuccefsfiilnefs of his tender af- 
fection, and folicitous care for their welfare, in thefe paf- 
fionate terms : How often would I have gathered thy chil' Matt. zxiH. 
dren as a hen gathers her chickens under her wing, hut ye^^* 
wtmld not! That St. John the Baptift's (harp reproofs, his 
powerful exhortations, his downright and clear forewam- 
ings of what would follow, {Even now, faid he, t/ie axe t5Matt. iii. 
laid to the root of the tree,) attended with fo remarkable^®* 
circumftances qf his perfon and his carriage, (which in- 
duced all the world about him to regard him as no ordi- 
nary man, but a fpecial infhnment of God and meflfenger 
from heaven,) did yet find no effeft confiderable: the 
Pharifees and Lawyers, thofe corrupt guides, whofe au 
ihority managed the blind multitude, defeating the counfellAskt vii. 
4f God toward themfelves, as St. Luke fpeaketh, (that is, ^®* 
defeating his gracious purpofe of reclaiming them from 
difobedience, and confequently of withholding the judg- 
ments imminent,) they reviled the perfon of that venera- . 
ble Prophet; He hath a devil, faid they: they (lighted Matt.zi. is.. 
his premonitions, and rejected his advices, by obferving 
which, thofe dreadful mifchiefs, which fell upon their re- 
bellious heads, might have been averted. We may add, 
that even thofe fearful judgments were tempered with 
mixtures of favourable defign, not only to Uie community 
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3«o Of the Goodnefs of God. 

SBRM. of mankind, (which, by fo remarkable a vengeance upon 
LXIX. the perfecutors of our Lord and the fcorners of his doc- 
""""""""■^^ trine, was converted unto, or cOTifirmed in, the Chriftian 
faith,) but even toward that people whom it ferved to 
convince of their ^errors and crimes; to induce them to re- 
pentance, to provoke them unto the acknowledgment 
and embracing of God's truth, fo palpably vindicated by^ 
him. So that I might here apply that paifage of St. Paul^ 
(if not directly and adequately according to his fenfe^ yet 
Rom. zi. with no incongruous allufion at leaft,) Have theyjiumbled, 
*'• that they Jhotdd fall ? (or, was there no other deiign of 

God's judgments upon the^, but their utter ruin?) ftij ye- 
vo«TO' No fuch matter J but through their fall falvation 
came to the Oentiles, for to provoke them to jealoufy (or 
emulation.) And, in e3e£):, as our Lord in the midfi of 
his fufferings did afFeAionately pray for God's mercy upon 
them, as the Apoilles did offer reconciliation unto them 
all indifferently, who would repent, and were willing to 
embrace it ; fo. were fuch of them as were difpofed to 
comjJy with thofe invitations, received to grace, how 
deeply foever involved in the continued guilt of thofe 
^ enormous perfecutions, injuries, and blafpheniies ; as par* 
J Tim i. ticularly St. Paul, that illuftrious example of God's pa-- 
tience and mercy in this cafe. So that neither by this in- 
ftance is any attribute of God more fignalized, than his 
tranfceodent goodnefs, in like manner as by the former 
inftances, and in analogy to them by all others, that may 
be affigned. By all of them it will appear that God is 
primarily and of himfelf difpofed to do all fitting and pof* 
fible good to men, not to voSaSl evil more than is fit and 
Dt lujurr, necefikry ; that God is indeed optimus ex naturce proprie^ 
CMrms, c. ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ according to property of nature^) althou^^ 
jujius ex cauftB nece//itate, (fevere from the neceffih/ of the 
capSi) as Tertullian fpeaketh. To afili£t men (either fome 
men fingly, or whole focieties of men) may be fometimes 
ei^pedient upon feveral accounts ; for vindicating the e(- 
teem* and fuppqrting the intereft of goodqefs^ which may 
by impunity be difgraced, endamaged, endangered} for 
thei difbrimipation of good and evil men^ in an obfervaUe 
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Of the 0oodnefs f)f God: 321 

maniter; tot tlie encouragement and comfort cf the good, SERM^ 

the redu^on and amendment of the bad ; for preventmg I'XIXi 

thft rcontagion, and flopping the progrefs of iniquity^ ' r 

whereupon greater guilts and worle mifchiefs would 

enfuei^: it maybe as necellary as (harp phytic to cure 

public or private diftempers ; as an inftrument of rous* 

ing us out of our finful lethargies ; as that which may 

caxxfb iis better to underftand ourfelves, and more to .re- t 

meniber God ; as a ground of fearing God, and an in- 

dpeement to believe his providence. For thofe and many 

fuch purpofesy to bring upon men things diftaftefiil to '^ 

fenfe may be very requifite; nor doth the doing it anywife 

prejudice the truth of divine goodnefs, but rather con^ 

firms it, commends it, and advances its juft efteem. - 

It would be a fond indulgence, not a inafe kindnefs; a 

cruel, rather than a loving pity, to deal otherwife. InWifii.V*i9.. 

fine, we are to-confider, that aU the mifchiefs we undergo, JJ^'^^^ * 

God doth not fo much bring them on us, as we do pull Hitr. Dfi« 

them on ourfelvesi^. They are av^alpara flrij/xara, affe&ed,^ 

or Jelf-chofen mifchiefs; they are kmuL ^Kan^inucrei xfoeupi<r9* 

cbf, ladjprouts of our free choice, as a Father calls them; 

they ar^, as another Father faith, ixBtrhav Kuxmv axoC^-M . / 

hcyoifeiy the iinwilling off sprues of wilful evils; they are 

the certain refults of our own will, or the natural fruits of 

our ai^oiis; actions, which (however God defire, advife, 

comnxand, perfuade, entreat, excite) we do will, we are 

cefblved to peifenn. We in a manner, as Salvian faith ^, 

d^ forte God to do whatever he doeth in this kind; violently 

plucking down vengeance on our own 'heads; compelling 

the Und and merciful Lord, againft his nature and will, to 

qffliSl rui^ not fo much as giving him leave to Jpare us, 

God vehemently difclaims himfelf to be the original Miferotnoa 

finecjuran- 
ti Deo crc- 
^'Brfh Omi, Qaod-3>cus non eft canfii mali, eleganter et pulcbre de<Un>u8. 

r^fut^mii* Ckrj/, tono. viii. p. 100. 

> Nos yim Deo facimut Iniquitatibus noftris ; nos nolentera ulcifci cogi- 
mus. Deus «i|im pius et miiericon cft^ et qui neminem velit peri re, vel . 
Mere, &c. Sah. lib. ^. et 8. 

VOL. III. y 
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$ii Of ike G6odk^t ^f Gddi 

Si^ltM. ckofe^ to defigii, (acdbrdiag. to abfolute of pftmaiy bf^ 

LXIX« testion,) to*ddfire> to delij^t in 6ur griefs or oiir niin* Jhi 

Erck, xviii. ' ^^^^^ fiHh the Lord, (and furdiy when God fwears^ we 

do.uziiU miay belidve'that he is yetyfertousj) I have no ipleqfiire in 

^^* the death' rf the n/icked, iut thai the wicked iurn from his, 

Dcttt.xxz. way, and Hoe.. I call heaven to record f his d^ ogain/ltf^u^ 

^^* that 1 have fit life and death htfdre (yon: therefore choofk 

ijLm.iii.3d, life. He^th not affliSi wiliUjtgiy^nor grieve the iihildrem 

of men. Heivould have all men tolefavedi and to 'eome 

to 'the knowledge of the trUth. He 'tvould not have mtg 

Vfi^u\^-p)erijh, but ikat aUJhouid come to repentance. He rnkd^ 

not deaths Tiar hath' he pleafure in the defituSiionfof the 

Km^. God th^n^if we may beliete h!im>.i»].fiot the firft: 

author of our calaautieB. :Who then? He^tdyU u^ him*' 

Hoi:xiii.9.1el£: OlfraHytkou ba/hde/hroyedt^lfr tAouhqfifiUlen 

J^'.rl^5.' by* thine awri iniquity. Your fitis have uiithhoiden .good 

Ifa. liiT. ^.^thingsfromyoii. Our iniqmiiesylike.the wind,-Jiaveriaien 

Matt. xtiiU'us awayi -How often would T htiv'e gaiheted yoUf^lmt rfe 

^^' wo%Ud not J The defigns and the ehdeayou^s of God -do 

tend to ourwelfare dnd.falvauoii ;: it id cmr wlAlAand Our 

addons 'Wfaicfa only piocure. our- niinj:// iVmc/^, that^ afr 

Wifd. i. 12. the Wife Man MiJ^jfeekdeath in Ihe-erfvriof ovr lift, -em$ 

puUuptmoiarowkfblves'deftruBion^ So thirty taronelade 

this part > o£ our difcourlb^ even^ thofel pafla^ of proyi^ 

detice^ whi6h at firft -.glimpfea^peiEu: moft opppfitefoc. dif^ 

ad?antagitiu8 to the goddnefs o£GodV'(odr'to<ovfr;0{«aio» 

atKl belief 'concerning it,) do, being weIl-fifted>!noi)iiJfe 

prejudice it, btit Mther feiVe io cotrdbor&te\alnd)niagmfy 

it.* • •• ^ •. . . • • . ■ 

I (hall only ikrther briefly tench (or mtfaer biit^nhen^ 
tion) the nfes and efle^, to* the producing whidi, £be 
' donfideration of God's goodnef^ 'in fo ^ksioifbld'Waya^ 
declared^ fhould be applied. 

I. It ihoidd beget in m. bearjty Ipve: and «reyei[en<ie 0- 
ward God, in regard to this attribute fo excellent and 

, k St. Chryfoftom in divers places doth iniift upon the gcicidili^fs or6d9'm 
making and threatening hell itfelf. ^ 

T^f fia^tXttKs WMtKarrcf, 4 riis ytinnt iituXn' hiMvv^f dM k^i- m/ytAl^ 
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amJaWe In itfelf, lb beneficial and advantageous to us. iSEftlifl 
Whatcin fre efteena, what can we love, if fo-admirabte I»XIX; 
goodnefsdoth not affeft us ? How prodigibufly cold and 
hard IS that heart, which cannot be M^armed and foftened " 

into affeflioTt by fo melting^ a confiderati6n ! 

a. It fhould produce, as grateful fenfe in our hearts, fo . 
real endeavouri^ of thankful obedience in our lives. It 
ftotJd make us walk worthy of God^ to nil well^leqfing, Col, i. lo* 
hrhtging forth fridt in every good work; taking heed of 
doing as did Hezekiah, of whom it is laid, that Ae ren-* a Chron. 
dered not according to the lenefit done unto htmyfbf his^^^^^*^^* 
heart was lifted up ; therefore was wrath upon him ; that 
we may not have that expoftulation* juftly aj^lied unta 
us, J>o ye thus requite the Lord, O foolijh people tnirf^"^'*""* 
unwifef 

3. It fhould engage us the more to fearCrodj comply- 
ing with ^the ■ Prophet's adrrlOnkion, Fear the Lord andHoCVu. i. 
Jw gdo5rtg/r; considering that untiniation 6f the Pfidmift^- 

There is fjrgivenefs with thte^ that thou may eft he feared •yVi^X.cxxr.' 
obferving that ^advice 'of Samuel, Only fear the Lord, ««rfi'sam. xiu. 
Jhrvehim f for confider iBhat great things he hath donefor\^^* 
you. ' For that indeed nothing is nwbfre terrible than goibd- 
nefff flighted, and patience abtifed. 

4. It fhould humble, afliame, and grieve *iis>f6r having* 
crdfl&ef and bffetided fiich eiceeeding goodtiefi^ tod merey. 
It ft6uld caufe us gi^efitly to deteft^ our fifis, vi^ch-'lle' 
underlb'hfeinous an aggravation ;' to be deeply difplealed' 
with tmrfelves, who have fo uii worthily Committed them.- 

5. It (hould therefi>re render us Waty and vigilant' ; . 
ag^Alft the commiffion 6f any fin; that is, of incurring 

the guHt of fo eilonhous- ingratitude and bafenefs ; 'making . 
us cautious of doing like thofe, of whom it is confeflfed in . 
Ncheniiah; TAcy did eat , and iuere filled^ and ddighted'^^^^T^* 
fherfifiliks 'in thy great goodnefs .• neverthelefs^ they w^e^^* 
difBhedi&nty and rebelled againft thee, and cqft thy laws 
hhifid^thtir back. 

6. It ihbuldallfobreed and noiirifli in usfaifli and hope' 
in God. F6r what reafon can we have to: diflruft of fo 
great goodiiefsj that he will rdufe to h^Ii^ us in ouir* 
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9Rilitf >. need; that he will fail in accompUfhipent of bia pron^ie^ j. 
LXIX> that he will withhold what is convenient for us ? It (houM 
Vid. Chrrf. preferve ufi from defpair. What temptation can we have. 
Md Thcod. to defpair of mercy, if we heartily repent, of our mif- 
p* 6a.opti- doings, and fincerely endeavour to pleafe him ? 
me ct fufc. y^ i^ (hould upon the fame account expite us to a free 

Matt, viu '' ./.*.«,; « «nii 

11. and conltant exercife of all devotions. For why moiud 

, : : we be ftiy or fearful of entering into fo friendly and 
^vourable a prefence ? why ihould we be backward from^ 
having (upon any occafion or need) a recourfe to him> who. 
is fo willing, fo defirous, fo ready to do us good } whai 
ihould hinder us from delighting in oblations of bl^ng 
and praife unto him ? 

8. It ought to render us fubniiffive, patient, and con-, 
' tented under God's hand, of correftion, or trial, as, know- 
ing t)iat itcannpt be without very juft caufe, that fuch 
goodneis^ feeipeth .difpleafed with us ; that, we are the 
chief caufes of our fuffering, or ourwant ; fo that lye can 
Xam. UL have no good, caufe toirepine, or complain,: for, JFherefore 
®*' doth th^ living man complain f Jinee a man (fvifiFers) jTor the 

Jer. v^ 35. puntjhmenl <f Us Jins; fince it is ourjns. that, mthhold 
gaod things from us; fince ajfo we confidering this;. attri- 
bute may be aifured, that all God's difpenfations do. aun.' 
and tend to o^r.goDd• ■■.'■..'' \ .. \ 

, 9» It fhpuldalfo><in gratitude toward God, and Imitatipn 
of him> engage us to be good, kind, and bountiful^ placard 
able, and apt to forgive;.. meek and gentle^, pitiful^ and. 
Luke vi. affe£tionat<p toward qur brethren ; to. le good qnd merciful^ 
1 John m. OS our hecwenly Father is mjerciful, and benign even tpward 
*^: ^ ... the wicked and ungrateful; to he^hhid unto one anolSer, 
J a. full of bowelSy forgivirtg one anqfherf, as God for Chri/F$ 

i'?^''^^'9^'fake hath forgiven us. : . ': ; \ 

lo. Laftly, we ought to have, an » efpecial care of ]per- 
yerting tbi&.exceUent truth by miftakes and yalp ppsfump* 
Jude 4. tjons ; that we do not turn the grgce of ^od ifito wanton^ ^ 
nefsj or occafion of licentious pra£tice. Becaufe God la 
very good and mercifiil, we mull not concejive hin^ito be 
fppd, or flaqk> pr carelels; th^t he is apt to indulge ua 
\i^ fin, or, to connive at our prefumptuous tran%reffioa. 
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Of the Goodnefs of God. 3 2$ 

of his laws* No ; timou r« aya^», { aya^if, ^ it.io'oiroiniplay SERM. 
{the haired ofwickednefs is confequent upon goodnefs even LXIX. 
asjiick, as Clemens Alexandiinus faith,) God, even as he ""~-~^ 
is good, cannot, but deteft that which is oppofite and pre- 
judicial to goodnefs ; he cannot but maintain the honour 
and intereft thereof; he cannot, he will not endure us to 
dilhonour him, to wrong our neighbour, to fpoil our- 
felves. As he is a fure friend to us as his Creatures, fo he 
is an implacable enemy to us as impenitent rebels and 
apoi^tes from our duty. The wicked, and him that Pial. xi. 9« 
loveth violence, his foul hateth. As he is infinitely be- 
mgn, fo he is alfo perfeAly holyj and of purer eyes than to Hab. i. is. 
behold iniquity. He is not a God that hath pleafure tnPfal.y.4,5. 
wtckednefs, neither ^^U evil dwell with Am. Thefoolijk 
JhaU not Jiand in hisfght; he hateth all workers of ini^ 
quity. tf is face is againft them that do evil. Finally, as pfai. zzxiv. 
God is gracious to all fuch as are capable of his love, and ^^* 
qiuilified for his mercy ; fo he is an impartial and upright 
Judge, who will deal with men according to their defer ts, 
according to the tenor of his laws and ordinances ; ac- 
cording to his immutable decree and word : fo that as we 
have great reafon to truft and hope in him, fo we have no 
true ground to prefume upon him, vainly to trifle, or 
infolently to dally with him. 

But I leave this point to be farther improved by your 
meditations. 

Grant we hefeech thee, Almighty God^ that the words 
which we have heard this day with our outward ears, may 
through thy grace lefo grafted inwardly in our hearts, that 
they ' may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to 
the honour andpraife of thy name, through Jefiis Chrift our- 
Lord. Amen. 
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SERMON LXX. 



NO RESPECT OF PERSONS WITH PQD. 



\ Rom. n. iiV 

For there is fi6 refpeSiofperfins with ^Gink 

SERM. JLT is an ordinajy cpnceiv growded on a iupc£$cial:yie«r 
^^^' oS things, that Almighty Gf^ djfpen&th hia gift^ with 
gr§at inequality, and dealeth v^ry partially wit^ fm^; 
heing lavlfh in bis hounlby tp foine, but fpari^g,them|itto 
oth^st; flack and indulgent >ii> casing fomertp aocou^t^ 
h^t rlgorouss and fevere in jiad^ne^ttp.ward othi9FS« - 

Which imagination often hath 'inflti^nge Upon theaffoor 
iions and th^ anions of meaj fo that hence fame piei^ do 

Pf.lzziii. 6. highly prefume, others are much difcouraged: fome are 
^t to boaft. themfelves fp^ial darlings and, fiavoiMrite^^ of 
Heaven; others are tempted to complain of their hwg 
quite -defeited, or negleSted thereby. 
. , But \vti0ever more <:aiiefuUy \^ obfearve. things, a^ 
wdigh them with good confidei^on, flu^ fin^ this;t;p>.be 
a great miftake; and that in truth God diftributetH'^hi^ 
favours with very equal meafures : he poifeth the fcales of 
juftice with a moft even hand ; fo that reafonably no man 

Jobxxxi.6.{hould be exalted, no man fliould be dejected in mind, 
upon account of any confiderable difference in God*s re- 
gard towards him, and other perfohs; the which is 
clearly difcovercd by God, or merely dependeth on his 
will and providence* 
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J9d lUJ^eA ofPerfans with God. ^*r 

The advantages, which one man hath above another, SBRM. 
Ilekig eftimated morally, in reference to folid fUicity and ^^^^^* 
content, are indeed none | or are not abfolutely made by 
God, bi:^ framed by men unto themfelves. For, 

God is indifierently afie^ed toward perfons as fucb, 
nakedly and privately confidered $ or as divefted oi- moral 
conditions, qualifications, and a^ons s he in his deding, 
whether as benefadx)r or judge, purely confidereth the 
reitfon and exigency of things, the intrinfic worth of per- 
fons, the real merits of each caufe ; he maketh no arbi^ 
trary or groundlefs ^criminations \ he neither loveth and 
favoureth, nor loatheth and difcountenanceth any perfon. . 
imaccountaUy ^ hed^th utterly difclaim partiality, or re*^ 
fpe6b of perfons, as a calumnious afperfibn on him, and a 
fbandal to his providence. 

Such in holy Scriptures he reprefenteth himfelf, upon 
various oecafioAs; declaring his perib£fc impartiality, and 
diat nottung-befide the right and reafon of cafes doth 
fway with him ; all other confid<erations bei^g imperti- 
nent and infignificant to hiip. For inftance. 

It is declared, that he hath no partial refpe£k to nations; (Rom. z* 
for the piety of Job, an Edomite; of Melchifedeck, a"-'"'^^^ 
Ganaaaite; ci Jethro, a Midianite; were very pleafing 
to him : he favourably did hear the prayers and accept 
the alms ' of Cornelius, a Koman foldier; whereupon St. 
^ter made, this general refledion : Of a truth I permve A6b x. 34» 
thta Godis no re/pe&er ofperjbns ; but in evety nation hi^^* 
ikai'fearetk himi and w^heih righteoufnefs, is, accepted 
wHhhim. 

He^ is declared not to regard the external profeffion of 
true religion, but real pra^ce^ acicbrding to it : He> ren^ (G«i. t. s. 
dWviA, faith St. Paul, to e^ery^ num according t6 his^{\l[^ 
deeds'^ribulationand angui/h upon every Jbul of man that Col m. ik 
doeth ewlyofihe Jew Jtrft, and alfo of the Gentile ; but^^^l\^^ 
gUrpf honour, and peace to every man that wtfrketh g^d^ /o (<• i^^»^ • 
the Jew fvrfi^ and a^o to the Gentile: /or, addeUi the , 
Apoftlcj aiSgning the reafon of this proceeding, there is no 
^t)!l of perfons with God. 

He is faid not to re/pe£i faces, or any exterior ai^>eaKr 

Y4.. ' , : • . ;,-.• • 
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^ , ; NoReJpe&x>fPerf6fi$Ujil1iQkd. 

ABRM, aiuiesi however fpecious in the eye, of the ^orldj^c- 

"LXX. cording to tb(it.fayiog of God to Samuel^ at the cbdiee.of 

I Sam.xvi.I^*vi<i before his brethren) Look not on his countenance^ or 

t' on the hMgkt qf hisjiature^ lecoufe I hove refufed ,hifnjs 

far the Lord feet k not ai man/eeth ; for mor^ looheth on the 

outward appearance ; hut the Lord looheth on the heart. 

. It is expreffed, that he hath no refped to the outward 

eftate or worldly rank and dignity of meai but diat 

.princes and pea&nts, mailers and fervants, the hpnourable 

^r wealthy^ and the mean or poor^ are of equal i^onfider^ 

Job zzxiT. ation with him ; He^ &ith Job, accepteth not theperfons of 

wua,vi. i^p^inceSi nor regardeth the rich more tlutn the poor ; for they^ 

are all the work of his hands ; and St* Paul biddetb 

Epi^- vi. 9. mafiers to deal fairly with their fervants, knowings fidth 

85.^. u' h®^ '^^' yoM^ Mqfter is alfo in, heaven; neither iB there 

reJpeSi ofperfons with him. 

We are taught, that he doth not regard even the moil 
iacred offices, or more worthy accjompliihments of men^ 
in prejudice to the verity of things, or equity of the cafe ;. 
for hence St. Paul maintaiueth his refolute behaviour 
toward thofe great pillars of religion, St* P^ter.apd. St. 
<tfal. ii. 6. James ; Of thofe who feemed to hefomewhaty u^h^jjhever 
they were, it maketh no matter to me : Qod accffU^th no 
man's perfon. 

. It is frequently inculcated, that he hath -no oonfi* 

deration of any ^fts, of facrifices, of fervices prefi^ted to 

• him with iiniiler intent, to compound for fin, or excufe 

from duty, to pervert juftice, or palliate wrocg ; accordii^ 

Deut.z.i7.to that [declaration of Mofes, The Lord your G^ is God 

ffgods^and Lord of lords, a great God^ a. mighty^ <|j|i a 

terrible, which regardeth not perfons, nor taheth rewards 

aChfon. and that] charge of king Jebofliaphi^t to his judgeSi i^i 

?"*• ^' the fear of the Lord be upon you ; take heed, and do. it j, for 

there is no iniquity with the Ijord our God, nor t^eSi.of 

Ecclw. per/ons, nor taking of gifts* And, Do not thiniffyi^.tji^ 

?2^* 3 jjj Hebrew wife man, to corrupt (binot) with gifts ; for JucH 

tt.lxTi.3. he will not receive; and trujl not to unfightei^usfatfriz 

laZ'^V^ f^^ i f^ ^^ ^^^ ** J^dgCy and with, him is- ^. r^f^i^ 

AmotT. ofperfons. 

91,33. "^ '^ •' 

Jcr. Ti* so. Mic. vi. 7> 8. Hof. vi. 6.) Rom. ii. i|. / 
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.Ua IteJpeB of Perfons wiih GoS, gjp 

' In fine<^ it ib often generally declared, that Gfod impar- SERlrf. 
tialiy difpenfeth recompenfes, in jnft proportion, accord- ^XX.^ 
ing to the deeds of men: He, fidth Su Paul, that rfo^'A^^JTmTalT 
wrong, Jhatl receive for the wrong which he hath done, and 
there is no refpe& of perfons: And if, faith St. Peter, ye i Pet. i. 17. 
call upon the Father, who without refpeH of perfons judgeth 
iiccording to every man's work, ptifs the time of your fo^ 
jimming here in fear. 

There \a nothing more frequently aiferted, or more fe- 
limifly urged in holy Scripture, than this point, that God 
will judge and deal with men, not according to his abfo^ 
lat^ antecedent afieftions, but according to their own 
works, or the tenor of their pra£tice, duly fcanned and 
eftimated by the niles of juftice; fb that the really better 
man will certainly prove the happier, and the worfe man . * * 
{ball be the more wretched : He will reward every man, Mattl^. ^a. 
faith our Lord, xori r^v wpSfiv mnw, according to his pracr ^^^ .. ^ 
tice : Every one, fidth St. Vsixjl^jhall receive the things done Heir, iu : 
fit his body,wfis ri tfya,fuitahly (in juft proportion) to his^^'^^^^ 
works; and each man Jkall receive tSsw /^ladov, his :Qwn^<>>^^'^^:^* 
wages according to Ms own labour; and then praife (or a iJ!' ^^"*^' 
due taxation) Jball be to every man from God: Behold^ L**":.^^* \ 
.Audi he in the Revelation, I come quickly, and my reward 1 CqcW. i. 
is' with me, to reeompenfe each man d; ri airou ipyw Irr^i, ?^^- ****•- 
as his work Jkall be. . Ji^^s^ 

WberdFore by facred teftimonies it is abundantly mani- '^^' 
jeft, th^ impartiality is a divine attribute and perfe&ion. 
<if Godi; the which (for our greater fatisfa&ion, and'farr 
4her illi:dbration of the point) may be alfo evinced by divers 
argoBtients, fome proving that it muft be fo, others ihew«- 
idg that it is fo ; fome inferring it a priori, from the prime, 
nlioft avowed attributes of God's nature, and from his reg- 
ulations to :menj others aij^uing it a pofteriori, from prin- 
•dpal inftances of God's proceedings and providential dif*- 
penfaUons toward men. 
; Ofthefirftforta^thefe: 

I. God is impartial, befcaufe he is perfe^y wife, and 
|)ienc0 doth truly ef&oate perfons and thingSL. 

Wifdom doth look evenly, with a free and pure, (an in- 
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539 ^NaJUfpe/Q *of Perfms mthO»L 

.SQ{tM.-diffiimnt aod.uncomipt) eye upon all tliii^gi; af^iiehctnd- 
IX^. jpg and efliseimng each as it is in itfelf ;:mak]|ig>np<4ii* 
ftki&ion where.it riindetli none;; not >prderring one' thing 
befonevanother^ without ground of difference in them. It 
doth not fix a vahiation on its obje^, but aoknowledgetli 
it^ and taketh\ it for fueh as it is. in themfelves*^ 

Wher^fiDTe God. cannot have any blind affisiftion <»* 
fondnefs toward any perfon grounded on no reafixi^^ or 
upon any unaccountable pmjodice^ No perfon can feem 
amiable; or odious ; tafaan^ who is not in Imnfelf truly 
•fuch. -' / 

' Thiis argument is often- ufed in Stature-; and: to sflfiMe 
ius^dfthis truthy itis tkeqe fife^entlyafllnnedy that God 
' dothifearck the heattSy doth try tbe-fiiirits^ doth wieigilr the 
iSim. ii. a&ionaofineh: Tie Lord^ laid Hannab>.t^<ij6(M2a^Aiiotf»^ 
Pk6y«zTf; ^^^9 ^^ hi A^ a&iomi are weighed : AU the wajfs of 
3« manj fiutk Solomon, are clean in his own eyes; hU the 

P&Lxi\4. Lord wdgheth the fpinis : His eyes}, &ith the WahmA, 
Jcr.xu 3CV beholdy his eyelids try the ckUdifen^ pf mem Ai^d^ O Lord 
xjuiti. ^ ^^^ faith Jeremiah, that jndgeji righleonjly^ that Ifiefi 
Jer. xjuOi, the r^s audihe heart^-^^^Thine eyes are open upon uli the 
^^ ways of -the- f one of men, to give every one according^ to his 

Jen snu ways^ and accerding to fhejrmt of his d^gs ': [I the Lord 
^^ Jearehthehear^ I try the reinSy to give every manaecording 

to his ways, and according to the fruit of his -dtrngs."] 
' 2. Qod cannot be partial, becauie^ he is perfedly righte- 
tmsyjuft^ and holy. Tiiis reafon adjoined t0 the foriher 
<lothniakeupa-eompletedemonftratijDn; foppartiaditydoth 
|>roeeed ekher from blkidnefs of n^nd^ or &om petverfe- 
-nefii'of will; be, therefore, whohathboth ane^saiS^faiow- 
Jedigeof thmgs, and a perfeft re^fcitudeof wiU^ 6afi noi^fife 
be partial ; the one enabling him to jndge, the other ii^ 
pofidg him- to aflc»S:' things a? theyare and deferred- to 
«0eein and loff^ that which is inde^ worthy andiimlf'; 
to defpife and diflike that which i»defpieable and^OcBcAift';; 
to have no opinion or affection toward ti'perlbn, a]^fti«bded 
irq^all qualifications ; fuoh an- one being ho ipeeial- ob- 
jeA of a wife and jifeft<eitiier. e(leem^ or oontempt,' lovt&^or 
hatred* 
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JSfe. jl^efi ofP^fm with Gid. ^t 

At» tbdfe: caufes are always ihfepajrably cbnnefile^ (for SEBM. 
wha%i8 Jufin^s, bm a difjpofition of will tb fbHow, with^ . J^XK 
out (fefledion, the diotates of wifdbit^ ?) fo the efieS moft 
neceflarily follow; aocording to nuinberlefs teftimonies 
m Scripture^ importing^ that The righteous Lord laveihP^y^ui', 
ri§hieo%ifnef$^$ ' h9U th^ mc^ed^^ and himihat hvetk violence, xixiu.^^^ 
his foul hatethr The eyes of the Lord are upon. the righte^^^^ 7- 
ofiSr-^t thefdce of the Lord- is- ugaif^ ihem that do eml. pfai. xt. 5. 

3. Qod i& intpartial^ becaliife he is infimtcly gwat and]^^**^^.^^ 
potent; whence alt creatures are: in the fanke-degteedn- 15, 1 6. 
feripT) at the. fame diftanoe remote fVbm hizn; allare 
i^qoaUy at hiftdifcmlionand difpolal; he hath no need'Of 
a^-: what tbei^ore (hould iodine him to regard one 
hofoie^ aaO.thi^y excepting oaly gobdne&i wherein he sde^ 
light^th ? < So the Wife Man di£sourfeth> i% itufi islLord Wifd. ▼!. 7. 
of ultjhailfear noiwmn*s perfon,- neither Jhatt he ^Jictni in 
awe : of anjf ^ man^s greatne/s ; for ht. h&ik viaAb ; the fmail 
andgreat^and carethfor all. alike, So.Mofes did imply, . 
Theljord'^fiiis God is .God of gods, ^md .Lord" of hrds^ a Deut. z. 17. 
great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardetJ^-noi 
Pl/^f9^' 

4. . God ia impaitial^ becfliufe he ia immenfely good ahd £xod. ziir^ 
benign; both intenfively in the de^gree^and e^ttenfiMely as Numb, xin 
to the>obj«^ of bis^ goodnefs y fo th&t he &voiiretht all l^^- 
equailjy^ becauf^'all thoroughly^ fo far as may'welFbe >ae»- 5/15. cni.' 
C0|di^ to their cpndilionr and capacity ; whence if tlffire ®- ^*^^' •* 
b^.any diifereoce or defe&, the ground thereof ia not in .... 
his nature or will| but m, the< different >qualifieatidna%^ 
Cjpeature&. 

Tfae^ ;is ^ d<^uUe gOodne& or Jove of Gdd j one^aUb^ f 

,lut% pf:ecedilig aH regard ta^perfonal quafiti^ or vdeeda^ 
tfa^oliifK,ix>iidiMQ>1Me^ and ednfeqaent on fpedal r^acds: 
m both tfaefe Godcis^ impartial $ for the firfl:. is general and 
unconfined, according to that of the Pfahnifly 7%9'9L<ird «Pf.cxIv.9. 
gpodti>aUr^ndhis}mefciea dre over^eMMs wo^ksi andlihofe *^* 
jTayinga in theiGofpel^' Heis^^khid kaiio the unthatiijul mdUxVtvuzb, 
io th^^eUU: HemakelhJkis\f%i»'Ao:ii^on'ihe'evilmtd o^Matt.T.45. 
It^ good^^ ^md:Jind^h\rain ioriihe jif^ and on tkewij^ *' - 
The fecoiid ia grounded <^ fpecidJ xeafpria ^f die cftfe^^ ahd 
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53* NoJtefpe^ (ifPer/onsmihGwi. 

.SSRM. adapted to the rules of juftice demanding it; accorcKng 
liXX. whereto, The Lord is rich (in mercy) toward all thai caU 
Rom. z. It. ^^ ^'^* He wUlfuyil the defire^ of them that fear him^ 
Pf'CxlY.iB.and preferveth all them that love him. . 
cxIt.19,30. In the firft there is no difierdice; in the Tecond thedif 
xSau.' IS. ^^'^"^ '^ made by ourfelves^ being fouikled in pur vo^ 
luntary demeanour. 

5* God is impartial toward all perfons, becaufe he hath 
the fame (natund and orij^nal) relations toward all. 
I. He is the maker and father of all ; according to that 
Mai. tt. 10. of the Prophet, Have we not all one father f Hath not one 
BpheCiT. 6. God created usf uhd that of the Apoftle, There is one God 
and Father ofall^ who is above ally and through ally afidin 
you all : he therefore hath the lame parental kindnels to- 
ward ally the fame tendemefs for the good of each; he 
is not capable of that imperfedion, which is obiervable in 
fome parents, to be fond and indulgent to fome children 
Pirov. zsiL above others ; but in his affe^on the rich and po&r^ as 
.'• the Wife M«i faith, do meet together; the Lord is the 

maker of them alL 
Job xjuuT. Hence Job did colleA that God accepteth not the perfons 
^^' of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor ;• for, 

faith he, they are all the work of his hands. 
Job xzxi. • Hence the fame holy man did infer, that he was obliged 
M, 14, 15; ^ j^ fairly with his own fervants, for that God in judg- 
ment would confider their cafe no lefs than his, upon this 
Job zui. account, for. Did not he that made me in the womb, make 
^^* him ^ and did not onefajhion us in the womb f 

Hence the Wife Man, who imitated Solomon, did ar* 

wifiL vi. 7.gue an equality of gracious providence toward all; He 

hath made thefmall and the great, and carethfor all alike. 

. a. God is die conmton Lord of all; and therefore is 

icencemed to proteft all vidth the like care, to govern dll 

with the fame equity. 

Hence St. Paul gathereth, that Grod is indifer^ntly wll- 

. ling to (hew mercy and difpenfe bleffings to all piedple; 

■ to confer the means of falvation, and to accept pious en- 

Rom. iii. deavours, without diftin£tion of Jew or Gentile; Is he, 

faidi hei the God of the Jem only P Is he not alfo of the 
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No Itfi^A ofPerfons with Qodi ^ 

GmtilesP And, There is ihefiefore no difference heiwisen s\StVLTA^ 
the Jew and the Greek; fen: the fame Ijord over all is rich LXX. 
unto all that call upon him. . RortTaasu 

Hence the fame Apoftle doth urge matters to be juft 
and kind to their fervants ; for that God, as the common 
matter, hath an equal refpe^t to both ; knowing that yot<nEphcf. vi/ ' 
Mq/ier alfo is in heaven y and there is no refpeii of perfons^' 
with him. 

3. God is the Saviour of all ; defiring and defigning that 1 Tim. u. 
(dl menjliould befaved, and come to the knowledge of the *®! "' *• 
truth; being willing that no man Jhould pert/h^ but that^Pcum.9., 
alljhotdd come to repentance. 

Wherefore out of philanthropy and love to mankind h^ 
fent his Son to be the Saviour of tlie world; to give him-- Tit. li. lu 
felfa ranf^for all men^ to /a/fe death for every man. 14. * - 

And what greater inft^ice could there be of perfeA Im- ^"^ »*• • 
partiality? John ill. 17. 

So by reafons from the principal attributes and relations J*^^.^'^^ 
of God his impartiality may be deduced: the fame alfo 19. 

i . ' 1 Tim ii ft 

may be declared from his proceedmgs and dealings with ^^^^ {^^ '^* 
ffl^n. For, ; 

. I. God h^th prppofed to all men indifferently the iameciein.P»d. 
terms and conditions of obtaining his love and favour, of |* ^* 
enjoying his bounty and mercy, of obtaining rewards and 
felicity from him. ■ _.. 

'■ The fame laws :and rules of life are prefcribed to al) 
perfons, as men, and as Chrittians. 

The natural dilates of reafon, the precepts of holy 
Scripture, the grea,t moral duties of religion, by obfer^- 
ance whereof God's favour is retained, and falvation af-. 
fured, are of general concern and common obligation to 
all without exception. 

God hath not framed one Law, oft- one Gofpel, for 
pijiices and great men, another for peafants and meain ar- 
4fans ; he hath not chalked out one way toward heaven 
for the rich, another for the poor to walk in; but all, 
high and low,, rick and pooryone with nnother, are tied toPfaKxlit. 
obferve the precepts of piety, of charity, of juttice, of^ 
tenpperance,- fobriety and chaftity, of modefty, hum^yj 
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SEAM. ^'^ patience ; none, great or fmalJ, eanothcrwife, thaii'%y 

LXX. proceeding in the conHncm road of virtuous praftifce,*ar- 

Mfttth «fii. "^® ^^ bappinefs. He that doeth the will df my ' Father 

ai. thai is in heaven, Jhall enter into the imgdorh ofheatren, 

Matth. zix. If tkou wilt enter' into^ life ,' keep the commandments: 

Lukl'xiiL' -Ewn&r*i through thejirait gate: Bleffed are they that do 

34. his commandments, that- they may have right to the tree tf 

Pfa.xxxiv.^^^^^ To them, who by patient continuance in urelUdoing 

Revwxsii* Ji^k glory and honour and immortality, eternal iifevnUhe 

Horn. ii. 7. conferred : thefe are the grand infallible maxinis, the 

fisted irrev^Me decrees, expreffing the general dtity*attd 

doom of mankind, according to the eternal reafon of 

things, and the declared will of God Almighty, our fo- 

vereign governor and judge. 

John xy. Whoever it is, that will pleafe God, that will have his . 

**• love, that wSl be happy by his grace, mtift -humbly ftib- 

mit to God's will, muft faithfully obey God*s law^, mutt 

carefully wdk in God-s way ; from this courfe there can 

be IK) -exemption,' no di^eftfation, no fpecial priyilege^for' 

. . raiiyTperibn' whatever. 

As all men naturally, by indiffoluble bands *bf'obl%a-' 
don, are'the fubjeftsand fetvants; of God; To^God incfif- 
penfably and inexcufably doih require the fame loyalty 
attd'fidelity> the fame diligeoce, the fatrie reverertiie'ftttfn* 

all. . • ; ' ; • ^ 

. * Gr«armen^'fometimes may live, as if thiy conceited 
themfelves free from the obligation^ wMeh Hnd other' 
nien; &i if they had not fouls (as we poor mortals have) 
to he faved^ or Vere' to belated in fome other way ; as if 
obedience to the cBf^e laws* doth not touch them, hut 
oWy doth belong to the commonalty ; as *if they had* fe- 
cial indulgence to live in pride, ' luxury, and 'iloth,^ might 
warrantably praftife injuftice, oppteffioh, revenge ; might 
cum -privilegio be lewd and lafcivious, withhold thcSr 
debts, take God's name in vain, negleft' demotion knfl' the 
fcrvice of God : but in thus" doing they much abuTe them- 
fdves ; for tbeyno Tefs than others are obnoxious to guilt 
and to pumfhment, for fuch mifdemeanors agaihft the di- 
vine laws. In truth, if there be any difference in the cafe. 
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It IB Hxiy this; that they^ in all e<}aity, ItigfAitdty^ mi SBRSt 
gisdtud^ ^obliged* u> a mom Arid, more faithJFiil, utabrt ^^^^ 
diltgeo^t obiervance of God's latrs ; they being more in- 
debted to God for bis fpecial bounty to tH^w; -they bav- 
'mg larger ^taletits a^ advantages -coiximitted to their trtift^ 
tbdrdeportment ibdDg of higher cbtife^foence^ 'iufd moft 
influbntikl'ion the worM, they being- liable to- render ttn 
aocoGoit' according to that juft rule, ZJn^o wbimmuch t>Luke»i. 
given, of him much Jhall be requmd; whence their fciii-*®* 
nency of oovscHtion doth not excufe thebifmm coimirvon 
dudes, bat doth advance their obligsudon, will aigjgra^^^ate 
thdr negleft, will ^ inflastie their Teokoning, 'will plunge 
diem deeper into^ wofiil "ptmifliBient ; according to that of 
tile Wife'Man, jiJhf^judgm^tfltaU he to them that ttreWM^f^ y, 
in idghpiac^s; fw ^^mercy wiU fdWi pardon the mmni^^^ 
Imt mighty ^numJlMl be mighiUy'i<mnmied^ 

2. All perfons have the fame means^ the fame aids, tho 
fame ifnppopis afforded to tktm, ' for ability to pet^rm 
their dutyy and attaiti'thdr happindTs. 

TheVdid of>God>'Ut ihelight of heaven, doik indif^ 
ferendy^ihhxeto^all nlen^ for in(hia£biag their mMda, iw 
iis^iTig thek'^t9£tjfie,\f or guiding^ th^^ ^ 

offmce. 

iirhe'<fif(iiie>grace is everat; haiid^ i'eady>to afl^ all diofcf 
trfio'&icek«^y)and fcrioufly^ do ia|>ply tb^mfelvesto&rv^^ 
Qoi.: • ^ .■■■ •• • ••^' ^ •••• .■ 

Seafotiable comforts ar& never w^tming to fupport thole 
wfao^ine^ tfaeniy and Who in their difitefsfedctbem frbm 
^GfO^^^hp heiiA^th ths broken in h^ 

wounds; fo that when the poor man crieth, /A^ Lorrfj^TxloLiv/o. 
kemtkltmyhndifavSih h^ out of his troubles. 

fFhe iml^eriai ^(dod Spirit of God (the fountain of lights Cor.xH. 
dsAfviitioxn^'of'IpmVasi power apd/ftiisngth, of cob£b(Uticm ^' 
2ttfd joy) ^n teotnn^iimcated ^or^ng to the needs 6f meii,- 
^ eitir^miles' of bccaton ; pi^^ting them'by dire<^i»n 
to *ibe it^l wiy, by tdclaimbig theni l^oii ill c^dtf^/by 
oi^tingfk th6|ifi>^od tb^ghtd ahd'good>ddSi^9 f <^u)cki^ 
^g^\)fdrr gd(!^ itfbluiiimsj a^^ 
^im 5 fetiabKftgH'tem to'rrfift. t^*iptatio^&, ^nd to comba*^ .J- 
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3Sfi'> Nq Ag/J^ of Perfi>hs with Godi 

SCRM. ^itb thdr fptritual ^verftriea;; to fucb.beft piirpdfet iSi^ 
LXX. holy Spirit is given to dl in needful feafdns and xneaiures y 
tukc xi.18. efpecially to thofe who do earhefily feek it, do faitfafully, 
ufe it, do treat it well. 

. 3. God hath provided, and doth propofe to all men the 
lame encouragements for obedience, the fame puniihments 
Sot trtofgreffion; the which being the fame in kind do- 
only differ in degree, proportionaUy to the good deeds or. 
b|u) demerits of perfons. 

God hath appointed one heaven for all {nous and vir* 

C6l. iii. 11. ^^^^^ perfons, of what nation, of what rank, of what con^ 

iCor.ii. 9.dition foever they are; he hath prepared tkoje things, 

tuhkh eye hath not Jeen, nor ear heard, nor heart of man 

^ Tim* It. conceivedyfor all thai love him. For a// that have fought 

^ ** the good fight y and kept the faith, and love his appearance, 

the Lord, the rigkteous Judge, hath laid up a crown of 

righteofkfnefs. 

Luke zxii. Immortality of life, an unfading crown of glory, a king* 

^'* dom that cannot be fbaken, unfpeakable joys, endlefs bfifs, 

God. hath covenanted and promifed to all his faithful fer« 

lamts; to all who in his way pleafe to accept and em- 

Iter.xzii. brace them; hMkM, He that wiHeth, let him lake of the 

water of life freely : and what greater rewards could 

there be affigned ? What f 00m is there for ipartialky^ 

where all are capable of the fame equally great, becauife 

^att. viii. in a manner immenfe felicity ? Many, faith our Saviour, 

tukexiii. Jhall come from the eq/l, and from the we/i, and from the 

^' north, and from the fouth, and Jhall ft doum with Ahro^ 

.' . ' ham, and with Ifaac, and with Jacob, in the kingdom of 

. heaven. 

Lazarus, the poor beggar, {hall reft with the iUuftrious. 
Mbfes, and die noble Daniel, vidth Davidi and Hezekiiab, 
and Jofiah, and all pious princes, in the bofom of Abra- 
ham. ^ The poor fi(hermen, the painful tentrmakers, the. 
fon^ publicans, (hall reign together with Conftantide, and 
Theodofius, atid all thofe good princes, who bd.v€^ &ilb- 
fully ferved God, and promoted his glory.. The rich, 
iTim. vi. well uiing th^r Wealth, may obtain that ftate, tfedfuring 
It^e xii. yp l^ thernjilves a good foundation again/tthe time to come, 

M'. xvi. 9. 
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thai they may lay hold on eternal life : Ae poor, contfif&t- SERM; 
edly bearing their condilion^ have a good title fheretoy LXX. 
expfefled m thole words, Bleffed be ye poor, for yours is '^Lukevuao, 
kingdom of God, 

. On the other himd, the &me difraal punUbmetvfs are 
threatened fio all prefumptupus, contiunaeioud, and impe^ - 

Ritent tran^refibrs of God's lawy however dignified, op 
diftinguiihed ; be they princes or fubjeda^ noble or bafe^ 
wealthy or indigent; the fame unquenchable fire, the 
fame gnawkig worm, the fame weeping, and waiUng, and 
gnaihing of t0eth; the fame utter darknefs; the fame 
bunmig lake of brimflone $ the fame extreme difcotifolate 
anguifli is referved for them all : Depart from me; Go yeMatu vH. 
curfid into eveflefting fire, will be the doom pFO«oun<JedJ^*j^*^^*- 
m aU the workers of iniquity ; Indignation and wrath^^i. 
tribulation and cmgui/hy will be upon every foul thai doethg^' **' ®* 
eviL 

No r^ard wiH be had to the quality of men m this 
wdrfd; for therieh man, who was clothed in purple im^l Luke xvi, 
fine hneh^ and fared fumptuou/ly every day, was not ex^jam^y. 1, 
cided froili hell aad torment: there is a Tophet ordmned^^^^^*^^* 

If T TT . 33 

ofdii even for kings; mighty menjhall be mightily ^or- vvifd. vi. 6,* 
vmiedy^ if they have m^tily fi^nedr 

'Eye& prefent encouragements of virtue in this life, the 
jo]n»^and c^&forts of God's holy Spirit, the j^veet d^fes 
of ^iritual xSonfolatioil in devotion^ the peace of God, and 
d^ious f4^e oi bis love, the cheerful fati^f£l£^ion of a 
good co^ifcience, the joy in believing God's tfuthj? and 
bppki^fer ik^GOmpUihment of Us- promiie% the delight in 
obe^iiBi]^ God's comnaaytidments, the bleffing of God upof» 
good undeiftaku^, and hscppy fticcefs thefein,^ the eo-Pf. zzivu; 
^peraiiou of all things^for good to them who kve' God, the^'^^ *'^|?: 
jfi^ly o£'all. wantSy and fatirfa&ion of all defires,^ fheas. 
experimental aiforanee of God's conftant prote&ion- and^g ^u'vii. 
graciotis providence over thofe who fear him dsA tcuft'. in 4.xxziv.io. 
hiiB, (aGCording to nomberlefs. declaration^ anfd (Mroikiife^ 
m holy Scripture,) are indifferently difpenfbd to all, who 
(hall ufe the means to attain them, in way of confcientious 
pradice. 

VOL. III. z 
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SXIIM. As correfpondeatly the temporal difcouragements from 
^^^^' fin (erofled^ difappointments^ vexations^ miferies) are with- 
Pf. xi. 6. ^^ exception allotted to all tranfgreffors of God's law, 
ixxiii. 19. according to many denunciations therein. - 
ifa. xiviii. 4- The impartiahty of God doth appear from his uni- 
^^•^^^"•^^•verfal providence, carefully watching over all and every 

perfon, difpenfing good things to each, according to his 

need, without diftin£Uon^ 

' Is any man in extreme want ? his liberal hand prefently 
PCcw. 9. doth reach forth a fupply; for, He fatuJUth the long- 
PCciXr.ie.ing foulf and JiUeth the hungry foul with goodnefs^ He 

openeih his hand, and fatisfieth the defire of every living 

thing. 

Is any man iii diftrefs ? the Lord is ready to afford re-* 

lief; according to that repeated burden of the 107 tb 
*[• 7i'ff Pfalm i Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and 

13, 19, lis. , ^ , - *^ 

xxxiv. 6. hefaveth them out of their diftrejfes, 

cxlvii.^6. '^ *^y ™^^ engaged in fin and guilt ? Ite is patient and 

ciii. 8. longfuffering ; not pouring forth his anger, not with- 

ixxviii. 38. holding his mercies ; letting his fun arife and his ihowers 

defcend upon the moft unworthy and ungrateful : this he 

doth fo generally, that commonly by^ apparent events it is 

not eafily difcernible to whom God beareth fpecial fa- 

Ecci.ix,i,«.yQur; according to that obfervation of the Preacher, No 

man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is btfore 

them ; all things coming alike to alL How then can any 

man complain of partiality in him, who exercifeth fo un- 

confined bounty, clemency, and patience ? 

Pf. cxivi. 9. If there be any confiderable difference, it is only thw> 

ix. 9. that God hath a peculiar care of the poor, the afflided, 

the opprefled,. the helplefs and difconfolate, who do moft 

need (and thence are moft induced to feek) his fuccour 

and comfort ; being alfo ccmimonly better qualified to re* 

ceive them ; as is frequently declared in Scripture. 

It is true, that God hath his particular finends, his fa* 
vourites, his privados, whom he doth ffi^ially rpgaid-and 

^ Bonus omnipotens ita curat univcrfos tanquun fingulos, ita fini^los 
Canquam folos. Aug. Con/. 
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cdiitilenaiice ; upton. whom he cohferreth extraordinary SERM* 
boons and graces; namely, thofe who do love, who do_J^^2_l— 
fear, who do truft in, who do honour him, who do obey 
him; concerning whom it is faid. We know that all things ^Q^,y\\\^ 
work together for good to them that love God: and, TAe^J- 
Lord preferveth all thofe that love him: There is no wantxxxL 23. 
to them that fear him: He will fulfil the defire of 'A^"*cxlv7i^J 
that fear him ; he alfo will hear their cry^ and tvill fave 
them: The Lord redeemeth the foul of his fervants, andxxxiv.33. 
none of them that truft in himfliall he defolate: Them /Aa^ 1 sam.ii.30. 
honour me^ I will honour: The Lord hveth the righteous :pf,ci\vlB, 
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his earsxxxW.is. 
are open unto their cry : Ye are my friends^ if V^ ^^ wAa^-Johnxv.u. 
foever I command you. 

But evidently there is no partiality in this ; for he doth 
not favom* them irrefpeftively as^perfons, but as in juftice 
fpeci^iy qualified for favour; friendihip, dutifulnefs, reve* 
rehce toward him, being the higheft virtues, and arguing 
a mind endued with 4ifpofitiohs (with equity, with -inge^ 
nuity, with gratitude, with fober wifdom, with love of 
truth and goodnefs) 'whtch demand a corre{|>ondence of 
love and refpe£t from God himfelf . And as we do not hold 
a man partial, who beareth a fpecial afFe6iion and regard 
t0 thofe, who exprefs good- will, who deal kindly and 
fairly with them, who ferve them faithfully, and pay them 
due refped: ; fo neither is God partial, if he doth fpecially 
blefs good men upon the like accounts. 

Efpecially confideiing, that God doth not fo favour 
mere pretenders, who profefs to love and honour him, 
but do not love true goodnefs ; fond, fuperftitious, hypo^ 
critical people, who call. Lord, Lord, but praftife ini- Matt.vii.M« 
quity 5 who think to pkafe him by aifeAed fervices^; who t]^^'^^^]'^*®' 
court and flatter hini with their lips; vvho vvould bribe Matt, xy.9, 
him with their gifts and facrifices. Matt!'xvfs. 

5. All Chriftians, without diftin^iion, have the iame il- 
loftrious relations and honourable privileges, the moft 
great and glorious that can be imagined. 

Of what greater honour is a paan capable, than to be 

8 % 
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8ERM. adopted into the blood royal of heaven^ t& be eaUed to be 
LXX. one of the fona of God? Ye are aU the fans of God h/ 
{CoUiuu.lf^^ w Okt^ Jefus. God fent forth his Son, bom of a 
OdVdH iMifliim» thai he might redeem tt«— and that we might re- 
S8. W. 4, 5! eeive ike adopiion of fans. 

Rom. viii. ^,j^^ «rfT«^r dyim^r Behold, faith St. John, what lave 
iJohn iiLi. the Father hmth given us, thed wejhenld be caUed the fans 
John i. 12. ^j f,^ jy^^ .^ ^ privilege, which God hath given, which 
G«xl. iJ^ Chrift hath purchafed for us all. And whomever received 

Mtt^ he gave them ^wmfUw roAt^v, (this power^ this jniii^ 

lege^ thia advantage,) that thejfJhotM become thefms ofOod. 
To what higher dignity can any one pretend, than to 

be heir of a kingdom, by the moft io&lliblie affurance that 

can be ; by covenant, by promife of God ? Such are aH 
Rom. viii. ^od Chriftiaiis, God's duldren; for ^fims, then hehs, 
^, j^, y^ fiuth the Apoftle, heirs of God, coheirs with Chrift: hcin 
Tit.iit.7. of God's kingdom; for, Hearhen^ mp behved bteihren. 
Jam. li. 6.* ^th St. Jaines ; Hath not God chofen the pear ef this 

wertd, rich in fmith, and heirs of the hingdemy wbick be 

hath promifed to them that love him f 
Matt.zxv. Inherit the kingdom prepared forrffou* 
Luke zii. ^^ ^^^i liitleflock ; it is youT Father's good pteefiira to 
33* gi^s you a kingdom. 

Luke uii. I Ofppoiot unio you a, kingdom^ as my FoAer hatk ap* 
^^* fainted untn me* 

To what higher pitch can the moft amfattiouf, fmA 

afpire, than to be a Idbig ? 

Such, Stw Joha faxdai, that our Lgord hath confiiluted 
Rev.i.6, 9.evety good Chriftian; pariSfkers, not of & caisal^; an 
1^'r^^, iy. ^avUily, a tttuporal kii^om^ (whtch is unftabl^ k fkb^ 
.IS- , jeA to various^ chanoes and trofles, eannot.eQdiirt kng^ 
sPeTi. u.or laft any confiderobk tiiousy) but itf a fpicittial^»ceMn}v 
'i^zii as ^^ ^c>P<^ kingdom^ whink eanmai: be Jkahen ^ which hath 
m^ifiitfrtf. continual reft, peace, jay* 

1 Theff. ii. w&acB by God ealled mto. hb Umgdom and gSbrjf^-^ 
Co'ui.i3. imn/baiedmio the kingdom^ his own. dear S^ 

To he the brathreo) cf Chaifi;;. inho ia thft fiMCin^ 

liord (^fl^oryy Ximg ofhrngSyond^Lo/rd of lords.., . 
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I9 it not a ccyifiderable honour to be the frieods id oUr SERM*. 
Lord ? So is every poor foul, which hath the confcience LXX, 
to fenre him faithfully j for, Ye are wy friends, if ye do Johnxv. 
whatfoever I command you* ^^* 

All are citizens, iree denizens of the heavenly c(^i)inoa«Phii.iii.26» 
WiWlth; trvuirfMT«i to* «y/«y • Hcb. xiii. 

• 20t XII. 33* 

5. All men are liable to the fame judgment, at the fame Eph. h. 19. 
uibiMwI, before that one impartial, inflexible Jud^, who|^,^*/^' 
cannot be corruptod with gifts, or dazzled with ihewr, oras.) 
n)<>ved by any finifter regards* 

AH perfpns muft ftand before that b^ upon equal 
ground ; without any advantage ; according to that repre^ 
fentation of St. Johq; I/aw the deadpfmall and great, a^.i%, 
fiand before God, and the heoks were opened — and the dead '^* 
were judged oHt of thoje things whieh were wriiieM in the 
bo^ks, according to their works. 

The greatejl ntonarqhs, the mightieft pot^tates, the 
moft re^Qiiibtftbk warriors, and fuccefsfol cpnquerors, (the 
men, who made thfi earth to tremble, that did ^^okekimgTiLtvf . if# 
d,oms,) that made th^ world as a wildernefs, 0nd dffiroyed^^' 
the cities thereof^ who afieded to qfcend into heamn, and v. ia» 14% 
to exalt his throne above tkeftats ^ God, to afcemd ahove^^' '^'^ 
the heights of the clouds^ and to he like the Moft High^ 

There ffaall they ftand bare and divefied of all tbei^ 
phantaftry ; their fplendid pomp, their numerous retsnue, 
their guards, their parafites. r 

No confideration there mil be had of their windy titles, 
of th^r gay attire, and glittering pomp. 

No refped ^11 be ha4 to the dread of their name, to 
the fame of their prowefs ; to that l^mrtouf glory, for 
which they ^fettled n^uikind, and overturned the world; 
thmr a^ona wiU be ftriSdy fcanned acoonfing to the rules 
tf God's law and common eqmty. 

They vill be put to anfwer for all the violenees and , 
outrages, for all the fpoik and rapines, for all tbe'bkieiL 
mi Oti^gbteors, for all the ruins, dev^aftations, and defo- 
h^Mai^ their cruel ambition hath oauiedi for ^ the 
hfi ^^ have e0CBniilted» and all the mifehiefs tbejf 
hj^Q^QM. 

23 
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SERM. 'fhey who now have fo many flatterers and adorers, 

LXX. lyyili not then find one advocate to plead for them. 
*^ Thus it may appear that God is impartial. 

But there are divers obvious exceptions againft this- 
do6trine. As, 

Olj. I. Is it not apparent that the gifts of God are *f- 
tributed with great inequality ? 

Doth not one fwim in wealth and plenty, while another 
coucheth under the burden of extreme want and penury ? 
Are not fome perched aloft in high dignity, while 
others crawl upon the ground, and grovel in defpicable 
meannefs ? 
Luke zvu Are not fome clothed with purple and fine linen, and 
19, 20. yjj^^ delicioufly every day ; while others fcarce find rags to 
cover them, and lie at the door begging for relief ? 
• Do not fome thrive and profper in their affairs, while 
others are difappointed and crofled in their undertakings ? 
Was it not truly obferved of fome perfons, (and thofe 
rfal. zYii. leaft deferving good fortune,) They are inclofed in their 
Job xxlVV ^^^f^^ — Their eyesftand out withfatnefs\ they have more 
— «ii. 6. than heart could wijh ^ 

iSbfi! 16. And whence doth this difference come, but from Grod's 
1 Cor. iv. 7. hand ? Who, as the Apoftle alketh, maketh thee to differ 
from another, but God, the difpofer of all things ? 
To this exception I anfwer ; 
Rom. yiii. I* That temporal things are fo inconfiderable, that they 
]^/. fcarce deferve to come into the balance, or to be com- 
yA^iri i» puted ; for they have but the fame proportion to fpiritual 
gcJyi^^i J,, things, as time hath to eternity; or a finite to an infinite; 
which is none at all. 

What partiality therefore is there, if God in mercy and 

patience beftow on bad men a farthing in the temporal 

\M\L.t\\.^A.confolatipns of this life, (if the univerfal Father give a 

Ff.'xvii* iaS^^ portion in this life to untoward children,) while he 

referveth infinite millions for his obedient children ? 

a< The goods of fortune commonly are difpenfed not 
by a fpecial hand of God, but according to the general 
courfe of pro^adence : and what partiality is^ he guilty of, 
who fcatt^reth iilbney into a crowd of poor people; fi"^ 
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though in fcrambling feme get more than other; and SERM. 
often the worft (bemg moft bold and fierce) do get moft ? ^^X. 

5. Indeed the receiving thofe gifts is no iign of God's 
%>ecial' regard; as the Preacher well obferved; j^ 7»a7tEccief. tx. 
knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them.^'^' 
Ml things come alike to aU; there is one event to the 
righteous and to the wicked. 

4. Grod^ as St. Aufiin faith^ purpofely doth fparingly 
deal thefe things to good men, and freely beftoweth them 
on bad men, to ihew how little we ought to value them ; 
how much inferior they are to fpiritual goods. For furely 
he would give the beft things to his friends, and the worft 
to his enemies. . 

5. Even temporal ^s are difpenfed with a very evcii • 
hand ; for if, barring injudicious fancy and vulgar opimOn, 

we rightly prize things, we compare the conveniences and 
inconveniences of each ftate, it will be hard to judge 
which hath the advantage. 

Wealth hath more advantages for pleafure ; but it hath 
alfo more cares, more fears, more crofies, more dangers, 
more troubles, more temptations. 

It hath more plenty; but withal it hath lefs fafety, lef$ 
eafe, lefs liberty, lefs quiet, lefs real enjoyment. 

Set the diftradion of the rich man's mind agiunft the 
toil of the pooreft man's body ; the naufeous furfeits of 
one againft the griping hunger of the other. 

That which really doth conftitute a ftate happy, con-^ 
tent, may be common to both, or wanting to eiljber, as 
the perfon is difpofed. 

6. The goods of fortune are not purely gifts, but taints 
depofited in truft for God's fervice, for which a propor- 
tionable return is expe6led ; fo that he that hath lefs of 
them, hath a lefs burden to bear, and an eafi^ account to 
render^ 

7. Many gifb are not difpenfed with perfonal regard^ 
but for public good; and therefore all have an intereft in 
them*. 

The wealth,^ the power, the reputation, the profperity 
of a prince, of a nobleman, of a gentleman, are not.hi^ 

Z4 
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S£RM. bujt 1^3 neigbhour's; for gprnnan^ for proteAing, for 
LXX. eqcottmguig, for affiffing whom, they are conferred: th^ 
H^prld not being able to fubfift in order and peaxze with- 
out fubordiniUe rankfi^ and without anfwei^b means to 
nudntain them. 
Luke i. 79. Obj. a. It IS Apparent, that God diipenfeth his grace^ 
Eph/i^.'jg'the light of knowledge^ and means of falvation^ very un- 
^' ^-... oqiiaUy ; fome nations liying in the clear funihine of the 
I Pet. iv. 3. Grofpel, while others Jit in darknefs and the Jhadrnv of 
4eath; whole nations being detained in barbarous aid 
bmtiih ignorilnce* 

To anfiver this exception fiilly would require much dii^ 
courfe 3 it being a dark and difficult point : but briefly we 
may fey^ 

X. That God difpenfeth meafiue^ of grace according te 
A juft^ yet infcrutable wiiidom, knowing what nfb will be 
miide thereof^ and what fruit men will bear. It may 
therefore be a favour not to difpisnfe light to them^ who 
are not prepared to embrace and improve it weU. 

^. No man can tell what God doth in preparation, and 
what obftru6tions are made by n^en to his grace« 

3. As lower means of grace ar^ confi^rsed, fo propor*- 
tionably lefs returns are expe£^^. 

4. How hard foever it may be to defcry the reafbn of 
God's proceedings in this cafe, yet afluredly it is juft) 
and our ignorance of it Ihould not prejudice the belief of 
thoie general truths, which are fo plainly declared, con* 
cerping the univerfal be|iignity and impartial ^uity of 
God. 

Obj. ^. Is it not in hcdy Scripture fometimes aflerted, 
that Gpd doth a£k arbitrarioufly and abfolutely ; difjpepfi* 
ing his bounty and mercy without legaid to any quality 
in men, or deed committed by them, either in whqle, or 

Rom. ix. in proportion God faith, I will have mercy on iMm I 

Matt.xz. ^^^ ^^^ merey^T^^^andy If it not lawful for me to do 
15. what I will with mine own P 

Is not a plain inftance of this dealing alleged by fit. 
Rom. ix. Paul conpemiag Jacob and £j&u, thftt i^re the children 
^U IS* 13- ii^e fom, or had done either good or evU, Gqd £ti4j The 
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eider Jkallfewe tie ytmnger ; and in regard thereto, in the S E R If , 
Pn^)het^ Jbcfl* have I loved, but Bfm have I hated P ^^^' 

We aafwer briefly, that 

Sueh expreffions do import, not that God aAeth aUb- 
lutely in the thing it&lf, but quoad nos$ not that he 
adsth mthout reafon, but upon reafons (tranfcending bur 
capacky, cht our means to know it) incomprehenfible orRom.xi. 
undifcemible to us; not that he can give no account, but is ^^' 
not obliged to render any to us; that the methods of his 
providence commonly are inlcrutable $ that his proceed- 
ings are not iiibjefi: to our examination and cenfure; that 
his a^ing doth fufficiently authorize and juftify itfelf; that 
it is- high prefumption and arrogance for us to fcan, fift, or Rom. ix. 
ccmteft, or cavil at the equity or wildcMn of God's ailing. *®* 

That God 4loth not a£k according to neceflity, but is 
free in difpenfing his mercy, and applying it to any per-* 
fon^ fo that they have nothing to challenge upon account 
of their own deferts or works ; but muft refer all to his 
mere bounty. 

However, there can be nothing in thefe myfteries of 
predeftination and providence, which really doth fubvert 
an aflcrtion fo often clearly exprefled, and fo well ground* 
ed in reafon, or the coniideration of God's nature, attri- 
butes, ordinary way of acting, &c. 

Whatever expreffions are repugnant thereto in found, 
whatever inftances (depending on occult caufes) in appear- 
anqe do crofsit; it yet muft ftand, that God is impar- 
tially meroiful, benign, juft. See. 

Ohj. 4. Had not Jeremy, St. John Baptift, St. Paul, (ifa. xliz. 
abfolute favours and graces conferred on th^fn, who were]^^^'^ ^ 
fanQifiedy and feparated from the womb to be prophets Lake i. 15. 
andapoAks? ^*'""- 

BeJ^. Th^ favours were in deiign not lb much parti*^ jer. i. 10. 
eular and peribnal, as general and public ; thole perfons ^^|^ ^^^ 
being railed up by God upon occafions as needful inftru* xhn, is. 
mentis {deSt vsffels) of his providence, t^ inftruft men, and 
tip veduce them to God ; fo that God^ in vaifing >;p (uoh 
extraprduiary pevfons^ did exprefs his oommqn goodnefs 
to. mankind* 
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SERM. The like may be faid of that fpecial &vour^ which wa» 
LXX. vouchiafed to the holy Virgin, who was xt;^«p«TWfirfcij, and, 
xm^t 9ux<^ i&^d among women, for the general good of mankind* 
«r«Ail»n. The confideration of this point is very ufeful, and may 
' difpofe us to many forts of good pra£dce. 

I . No man fhould prefume upon God's dealing with him 
more favourably than with others, as if he were a darling, 
or favourite j that God will indulge him in the commiC^ 
fion of any thing prohibited, or in omiffion of any duty. 

No man (hould indulge himfelf in any thing, upon a 
conceit, that God will indulge him, or overfee his errors ; 
and that, in this fenfe, Hefeeth not iniquity in Jacob. 

%* No man ihould be puffed up with conceit, that God 

hath a fingular regard to him. For all fuch conceits are 

groundlefs and vain ; in them men do miferably delude 

themfelves. 

No man can otherwife found any alTurance of God'& 

i John iii. fpecial love to him, than upon a. good confcience ; teftify-r 

'9> «i. jjjg^ ihat he doth fincerely love God, and endeavour faith-t 

fully to obey his commandments* 

3. No man fhould defpsdr of God's favpur ; feeing God 
hath no particular averfation from any; but every perfon 
bath the fame grounds of hope. 

If we can buckle our hearts to obferve our duty, we 
may be fure to be accepted. 
G«n. iv. 7. ythou doeji welly Jhalt thou not he accepted? 

4* No man (hould be difcouraged for his condition, ox 
fortune; fince in allotting it to him Grbd had no disfavour^ 
nor did intend him ilK 

God hath no lefs regard to him, than to perfons of the 
moft high, wealthy, profperous ftate« 

j. No man fhould repine, murmur, or complain of 
God's dealing, as if he were unkindly ufed, more than 
others ; for there is no fuch thing. Grod dealeth alike 
kindly with all« 

6* No man, upon account of his rank, wealth, or 
woddly advantages, fhould boaft or pride himfelf; feeing 
thenc^ he. partaketh no more than his meaneft and poor«» 
eft neighbour, of the principal advantage, God'a &voar. 
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7. No man, upon fuch accounts, fliould defpife his SERM, 
neighbour, the brother of low degree: for upon thefe ac- I^XX. 



counts it appeareth, that the Wife Man faith truly, that jam. i. 9. 

He is void of wifdom who de/pifeth his neighbour ; ^^i^g p, J* "^"'la 

no man can be despicable, whom God regardeth ; feeing xi v. ai. 

Crod^ as Elihu faith, is mighty^ and defpifeth not any; fee- Job xxxvi. 

ing the meaneft perfon ftandeth on equal terms with thef/j^^^ j| ^x 

greateft in the eye of God. 
8. Great men (hould not take themfelves for another Quommfa- 

fort of creatures, or another race of men than their poor !JL?!fl"" 

neighbours; that the world is thdrs, and all things ^x^yyuLue. 

for them j that they may do what they pleafe ; that they 

are exempted from laws, which oblige others; for in 

moral and fpiritual accounts they are upon a level with 

others* 

They are but fellow-fubjefts and fellow-fervants with 

others ; all accountable to the fame Mafter. 

9. Superiors hence (hould be moved to deal fairly, 

gently, and courteoufly with inferiors; feeing thefe are 

their fellow-fervants, equally confiderable as themfelves 

with the great Mafter of the family. 

This is the ufe, to which St. Paul applieth the con- 
fideration : 

MqfierSy give unto your fervants that which isjiift and Col, iv. 1. 

equal, knpwing that ye have a Majier in heaven »"-ult. 

Ye 'majier Sy do the fame things unto them, (that is, beEphef.vi.9. 
confcientioufly good to them, as they are faithful to 
jon,) forbearing threatening; knowing that your Majier 
alfo is in heaven, neither is there re/peii of perfons with 
him. 

ID. This confideration (hould preferve us from fuperfti- 
tion, or thinking to pleafe or fatisfy God, win his favour, 
or appeafe his difpleafure, by uncouth ways, which heJ 
hath not prefcribed to all men; to corrupt him by our 
facrifices and oblations ; our flatteries, glozings, col- 
logiiings with him ; fo that he will indulge us in any bad 
thing, or excufe^us from our true duty, in regard to thofe 
aflTe&ed fervices. 

. We do- herein but abufe ourfelves 5 for he will not ap- Colotf. n. 

Mic.vi.79S* 
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SEEH. prove or accept us upon any other account^ than pf dif- 
USX. charging our duty^ being truly righteous and good* 

^ I J. It is matter of eoipfort afid fatisfeftion to a man, 
who is confcious of hiii Qneerity, that (whatever bis c(ma- 
dition and circumftanoes be) God wiU have a fair regard 
thereto^ and will not rejeft him. 
Job xui. it was fp to Job ; D^th mi God fee my WQjfSy qni, coimt 
* all my Jleps f- Let me be u/eigh^d in an even b^hnciy 

that God may kww my integrity^ 
Jim. ii. 1,9. 12^, The confideratipn of this point ihould keep us from 
xxviiLai. partial refpefts of men. 

No^ to admire the ftate of great men^ npr to yield 

them undue deferences, (in prejudice to meaner perifons, 

^^f*^" .''"inaking greater difference than there is ^npund for,) not 

Matt, xxh! ^^ flatter or humour them in an immoderate meafi^^fe^ pr 

eL' mmI W^^f^ming manner. 

^^^0Mr»J This is that which St, James doth urge in his feoond 
LeviL^^'x. chapter, as a very unequal thing, 

15. ' We ihould imitate God ; we ihould coniider that our 
^iVg. ^^' Ppiwons and aflfefltions ihould reiemble his. 
ProT. xxiv. As in exterior judgment no refpe& i^ to ^ bad to the 
xxviii. 21.' riph above the poor; fo neither in the interior juc^gment 
or eileem of our mind ; to which St. James fepn)eth tP 
Jam. ii. 9. apply the law j ffye hgtve refpeS to perfons^ ye commit Jm^ 
and are convinced $f the Iqtw (is trqnfgreffhrs. 

13. Thii ihould keep us from envying at tbpfe wh9 
have ippfe wprjdly advantages. 

14.. It (hoi4d keep us from being o6knded, or fpapda}* 
i0e4» or perverted into falfe notions of God, upon poca** 
fion of any myilerious points, or hard expreifions impoatt^ 
ing ab&lute and arbitrary proceedinga of God> in pred^f- 
i4natio|i or providenee. For however they «fe to be nn^- 
derfiopd, they cannot derogate from the mp^tiitA gpp4- 
n^fs end juiHce of God- 

15. This cpnfidera^ft ibould e^giige us ie94ily «i pty 
4Tie leipc^ and reverence tp pmc^s^ u> npniplAralesj to 
jfjl pwr fuperiprs- 

For hence we fee, that the reafon why we Hrf (M^* 
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grandeur of wealth or power^ (things of fmall confidera- SERM. 
tion with God;) but it ftandeth on a more folid ground^ LXX. 
their facred relations to Grod^ as his reprefentatives and 
officers; who in his name and behalf do adminifter juftice^ 
and proteffc right and innocence^ encourage virtue^ main- 
tain order and peace in the world. 

Though God doth not favour their perfons as rich and 
i^^b^y % y^t he regardeth his awn cbara^r imprinted on 
them ; he regardeth his honour and intereft concerned in 
their refpe^ ; he regardeth the public good of mankind^ 
which they are conftituted to promote: he confiders them 
as the miniflers of his kingdom, and inftruments of con- 
veying his benefits to mankind. 

Whence he giveth falvation to kings; he by his law^ 
and by his providenoe^ doth guard and fecure them from 
violence^ from contempt^ from difiefpe£t. 

In honouring them^ we honour the authority of God^ 
aod the chani^^er df ^vinity ftamped on them; we ierveiUiQ.xiv.4. 
otufelxea^ forwhofe &ke they are conftituted,. for whole ^'**^'**^'' 
good they watcb« 

It may alfo eiigi^ us the more j^adly and fully to 
yield them their due refped:, to confider, that their condi- 
tioft ia not invidioiM^ or their caie better than other 
men's ; feeing they are accountable to God £or the. advan- 
tages of it ; fedog tba^ God baibb no regard ta them upon 
account o£ tbat greatncrfsi which dasffaleth oi» eyes; iedng 
thayt for aU the burdens they fuftaii^ for all the^ caxes thejr 
tikc^&a aU the pains they ^idare^ion our good and pub^ 
Ue fetvice, dxey can receive fo inconfiderable a recomi* 
peafefiMnn u& 

FinaUyji it (hould ei^^pge us to be very care&d of our 
ways^and diligent in our obedience; femg there is no 
ether way^ poffible. of pleafing; God,, of gaming hisr lavaar 
and friendihip, off appeafing Ids di^l^afur^i. of ftanf^iyig 
upigiti, and. coimng off well m his jiidffnent > thia is> St. 
P^ieif a infineniOy with which I GCHwhideir 

If ye call on tJie Father^ who without re/peSi of perfons i pw. i, if. 
judgeth according to every man's work, pqfs the, time of 
your fojxiuming here in fear n 
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SERMON LXXI. 



tH£. DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED. 



I Tim. iv. lO. 

The living God; who is the Saviour of all men^ 
. efpedally of thofe that lelieve^ 

S^KM. X HERE are two points of dofikrine here plainly aiferted 

^^^^* by St. Paul, which I (hall endeavour to explain and to 

apply : one, that God is the Saviour of all men; another, 

Ihat he is peculiarly the Saviour of the faithful^. For the 

firft, ' ' 

God in many refpefts may truly be conceived and called 

the Saviour of alt men ; for the word fave doth in a large 

deception denote the conferring any kind of good; as 

implying a removal of need, or indigence. Whence God 

P(ai. xzzvi. is the Saviour of all metii as the univerfal preferver and 

Old Tranfl. upholder of all things in their being and natural ftate, aa 

and the it is in the Plalm : Thau, Lord, fave/l man and beq/i, or, 

or ri;^!!^'^' ^3 ^^^ general benefaftor, who is good to all, and whqfi 

vol. cxlv. mercies are over all his works; who maketh hisjuri to rife 

Matt. V. 45. t/pon the good and bad, rains upon the jufi and vnjnfiyis 

iMVtyuzb, kind axiA benign even to the ungrateful and evil: or, ba 

the common affiftant, protestor, and deliverer o£ all men, 

who in need or diftrefs have recourfe unto hinx for fucr 

cour and relief, according to what is laid in the Pialms ; 



rfr» i%*r«r«y. Naz» Orat, 26* 
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The Lord is a refuge Jor the oppreffed, a refuge in times o/* SERM. 
trouble. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon ^^^' 
him. They cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and Aepfai.u. 9. 
faved them out of their diftrejfes. CTlvi.7*ic 

In thefe kinds of fenfes, efpecially refpefting natural and cvii. 13, &c* 
temporal good, it is njanifeft that God is the Saviour ofoU^o!^^ *'* 
men. But that he is in this place termed fuch in a higher 
fenfe, with regard to mercies and bleffings of a more ex- 
cellent kind, and greater confequence, (to mercies and 
bleilings of a fpiritual nature, and relating to the eternal 
Hate of men,) may from feveral confiderations appear. 

I. For that according to apoftolical ufe the words Sa* 
i/tour. Save, Salvation, are wont to bear an evangelical 
fenfe, relating to the benefits by our Lord Jefus Chrift 
procured, purchafed, and difpenfed, concerning the future 
fiate of men. 

a. For that queftionlefs St. Paul doth here intend God 
to be Saviour of the faithful in this higher fenfe, and con*> 
fequently he means him in the fame fenfe (although not 
in the fame degree and meafure, or not altogether to the 
fame efFefts and purpofes) a Saviour of all men. 

3. Becaufe it is plain, that in other places of Scripture^ 
like and parallel to this, fuch a fenfe is defigned. A&^ 
where, in this very Epiftle^ we are enjoined to pray for alliTimAU 4, 
men, for this reafon^ For, faith St. Paul, this is good and 
acceptable before God our Savieiur, who would have all men 

to be faved, and to come to the knowledge (or acknowlec^-* 
ment) of the truth*, where (Fwr^p 4f^> ^he Saviour of us, 
feems to denote the Saviour of us as men, (that interpre- 
tation beft fuiting with the argument St. Paul ufetfa^) 
however it is exprefled that Grod is, according to defire or 
intention, the Saviour of all men, in reference td their 
fpiritual and eternal advantage ; as willing that all men 
ihoxild embrace the GoJ[pel; which is farther moft evi-* 
dently confirmed by the words immediately following; 
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Chri/i Jefus. 

4. Becaufe, according to the tenor of Scripture, and 
the analogy of Chjriftian doftrine, St. Paul's aflertionr 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



$Si The DoSrine afUnherfal Redemption 

SEcKM. thus int^reted is true^ aft our fubfcquent difcourfe may 

iTim. i. 1. 5* I m^ht add^ that the living God in our text may 
ii. a. very well be underftood and expounded to be our Lord 
TM. K.' 10, Jeful^ buEifelf > not only ad partaking of the divine nature^ 
la. liiv 4. i^^i as exhibited in the Gofpd^ the Word iacarnate, who 
iTim. iii. ftS' fuch may ieem commonly by St» Paul to be ftyled^ 
iJ^„ 23 Gflrfowr Savimr; God mmifefied in thejlejh; God, thai 
Rom.iz. s.purchqfed the Church with his own blood ; Chrifl^ who is 
ot/er aU^ God Ikjfedfor evermore. However it from the 
premifes is fufiiciently apparent^ that Grod's being the Sa-- 
vio/ur 9f all men doth relate unto our Saviour Jefus his. un- 
dertakings and performances for the ialvation of all men ; 
fince Qod in a fenfe evangelical is no^ otherwife faid to 
ifive> than in eoneurrence with what Jefos did undertake 
and perform ; than as defigning, ordering, accepting^ pro^ 
lieiGUtihgy alid aCcompliihing our Lord's perfomaances ; 
Jefus being the conduit through which all evangelical 
mercies and bleffings are^ irota God conveyed aad difpenf-* 
Eph.i.3,6.ed to mankind* So that God being ^Ae Sauiour of rMm^ 
kind, is either dire&ly aad immediately^ or by equiva^ 
leoce and in confequence, the fame widi Jefus being the 
$aviour pf all men • 

That our Lord Jefu» is the Saviaw of all m^ ; or that 
the. moft fignal of his (aving performances do in their na* 
tttie and their defig^ refpe£l sdl men, as. meant foe,, as 
conducing and tendii^ to all men's ialvation^ ]rea and as 
in their own nature (fuppofing men's due and poffibk 
conramince with them) efie&ually pyoduAive of tbeiv fal* 
valfiotti; thai, I &y^ thia ancient, cathcdic' point of do^rine 
(die wfaicdx we pcofefe to believe, when witb the Church 
we fiiy in the Mcene Creed— ^Ao/or f#^ mew^xmifor wp 
fidmiiiony came down from heaven, and. the whieb ^- 
tfioubitly our Church in its Catecfaifinj in the Mi&iftltuioa. 
of Boptifiao^ and m the Camfivumon, doth moft evidently 
tei escpre&ly deckoe itfelf to embrace) is yerf tni6> 
many fiill and clear teftimonies of Scripture^ do^ ffae^ 
teny rsfliDiiis gnaunded on Sa^tuiie da provei tbo. which 
we $iaU firfl: teauch> and tbsn fwtber both iUitftta^ ftK4 
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enforce the truths by declaring upon what accounts^ or SERM. 
in what refpe&s our Lord is the Saviour of all men ; as ^^^^' 
alfo by an application to prafiice^ declarative of its ufe* . 
fiilnefs and fubferviency to the purpofes of piety. For 
immediate tefiimonies : 

I. Jefus is called the Saviour of the world; who was 
fent and came into the world to fave the world ; whofe 
chief performances were defigned and direded to the fal- 
vation of the world; We have heard and known, faid the John iy. 49. 
men of Samaria, that this is truly the Saviour of the worlds 
the Chri/i. We havefeen and te/iifiedy fdth St. John, that 1 John iv. 
the Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the worlds **' 
(that world, of which it is faid. He was in the world, and John i. 10. 
the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.) 
And, God fent his Son into the world, not to judge (or no/Johniii.17. 
to condemn) the world, but that the world by himjhould i^john v. 33. 
faved, (that world, whereof a great part he in effefl. would ^^ *• '**• 
both judge and condemn for unbelief and difobedience, Rom. xlv. 
he did come primarily upon intent to fave.) And, The]^^^^ ^ ^^ 
bread which Ifhall give is, faith he, myflefh, which I will John vl su 
give for the life of the world. And, Behold, faid the Bap- John i. 29. 
tift, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fins of the 
world. And, God was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto 3 Cor. v. 1 9, 
him/elf, not imputing their offences,. (axih St. Paul, to the 
worlds which otherwife he exprefleth by rei x&na, by Aim Coloff.i. 90. 
to reconcile all things unto him/elf. And, He is a propitia- 1 John ii. 3f 
tien not only for our finsj but for the fins of the whole 
^orld, {the whole world, in contradiftinj^on from all 
Chriftians, to whom St.. John j^>eaketh in that place of 
his Catholic Epiftle ; that x&r/ttoj !)io$, of which he faith in 
that fame £pi(Ue, noo-fi^os JXo; h r^ irowipm xsItc^, the whole 1 John. v. 
world lieth in wickednefs.) In aU which places that the *^' 
world accorduig to its onHnary acception (and as every 
man would take it at firft hearing) doth fignify the whole 
community of mankind, comprehending men of all forts 
^ qualities, good and bad, believers and iniSdels, (not in 
& new, unufual fenfe, any fpecial reftrained world of fome 
perfons, particularly regarded or qi^fied,) will, I fup- 
fofe, fsafily appear to hini; who fhaU without prejudice or 

you %iu A a 
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SEHM. partiality attend to the common ufe thereof in Scripture^ 
LXXI. efpecially in St. Jobn^ who moft frequently applieth it as 
to this, fo to other cafes or matters. 

%. The objeft of our Saviour's undertakings and inten- 
tions is defcribed by qualities and circumflances agreeing 
unto all men. All the fons of Adam are by difobedience 
in a loft condition, (loft in error and fin, loft in guilt and 
Mau.xTiii. condemnation, loft in trouble and mifery ;) and. The Son 
^^' ofman, faith he himfelf^ came tofave, to avoXcoXo^, that 

Rom. iii. which wtLs lo/i, (or whatever was loft.) All men havejin^ 
^^' nedj faith St. Paul, and are fallen Jhort of ike glory of 

J Tim. 1. God; and, li is a faithful faying, faith the fame Apoftle, 
^^' and worthy of all acceptation, that ChriftJe/iiS came into 

Rom.v. 8. the world tofavefinners. God commended his love to us, 
^^ ' "* '* that we being yetfnners Ckri/i died for us. All men na* 
turally are weak, and wicked ; arc in a ftatc of atiena^ri 
Rom. V. 6, and enmity toward God: and. Even when we were with- 
^^ outjifength, in due time Chrifi died for the ungodly: When 

we were enemies, we were reconciled to God iy the death of 
1 Pet. ui, his Son : Chrift once fuffered for fms, the righteous for the 
**• unrighteous. All men have fouls atid lives expofed to. 

Lukeix. 56. mifery and ruin : and. The Son of man, fo he affure^ us, 
came not to de/iroy,but to five the fouls {or lives} of men, 
Thofe prop6fiti0ns in fonn, refpe£ting ah ^definite objed^ 
are according i6 vulgar ufe equipollent to thofe, wherein 
the bbje£k is exprefied uhiverfally. However, 

3. They are mteipreted by otbers> exprefled in terflii 

as generd and compiehenfive as can be; fuch -as^ theft 

itim.iv« ti&xts contain: The living God, who is the Savimrof aU 

*®' men, efoedally of the fait^l, (of all men tiniverfaJfy, fiot 

iTim.ii. 4> only of the laitlif ol, though chiefly of thetiu) Gdd 6Ur 

*' ®* Saviour would have- all men; to lefuMl ; Hrii ike mtdi* 

ator of <Sod'knd mm, who gme himfelfa ranfdmff^ ttU 

Rom.xi. men; God hath fhut itp all mek under J^; tk^lte-n^ghi 

^ Cor V f^^ ^^^ nponalL The love ojf Chr^l &mfift:^»mh'Us, 

14, 15. ' judging ihis, that if one^diedfcralti 'ihm fmdtt tM; 

md he died for all^ thai ihiy vM Umf'mmj^H^ MlMTtif 

tbemfilves, hiii to him that ^dkd ^ them^ isnd fbf^^^UgiM 

Tit. ii. n. Thejaving gface of God hath appealed to all men^ (or th^ . 
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grace of God, which is faving to all men, hath appeared, SERM; 
ijreipivri ^ x^P^^ "^^ ®^^ ^ (rwrfjpiog mSuTiv av^pcforoij.) He tajied J^XXI. 
death {<m\p itavros) for every man. He is the true lights Heb. n. 9, 
that enlighterieth ei)ery man coming into the world. Which j^^^.^ ^^ 
propbfitions do fufficiently determine the extent of our 
Saviour's faving performanced. 

4. Farther yet, to exclude any limitation or diminution 
of thefe fo general terms, (at leaft to exclude any limita-^ 
tion in regard to all the members of the vifible Church, 
which are or have been incorporated thereinto,) it is ex^ 
J)refled, that our Saviour^s undertakings did refpeft even 
thofe, who (by their own default) might lofe the benefit 
of them, and who in effeft (hould not be faved. For, of 

thofe falfe teachers, who introduced pernicious herefies, it a Pet. n. u 
h iaid, that they denied the Lord who bought them ^. And 
St. Paul implies, that by fcandalous example a weak hro'^ 
therefor whom Chri/i died, being induced to fin, might 
be deftroyed. And by thy knowledge Jhall the weak bro* 1 Cor.viii. 
iher perijhffor whom Chri/l diedP And, Do not, faith he^^'^ ^^ 
again, by thy eating deftroy him, for whom Chrift died* is. 
And the Apoftle to the Hebrews fignifies concerning 
apoftates, that they do trample upon the Son of God, and! Heb. t. 29. 
pollute the blaod of Chrift, by which they are fanStified. 

5. The fuppofitiott thereof is the ground of duty, and 
an aggriavation of fin. 

Thus doth the holy Scripture in terms very dire£t and 
exprefs declare this truth, indeed fo clearly and fully, 
that fcarce any 6ther point of Chriftian d6ftrine can al- 
lege more ample or plain teftiinony of Scripture for it; 
wh^ce it is wonderful, that any pretending reverence to 
Scripture fhould dare (upon confequences of their own 
deVifing) to queftion it; and many reafons confirming the 
fame may be dedticed thence. 

i, cThe impulfive caufe, which naoved God to defign 
the ifending oui^ Lord for to undertake what he did, 
is expreffed to be philanthropy, or love to mankind: 

^ V» illis, q<ii aa6toxeiii piopriae falufis negaverunt. Amhr. Pf. xxzix. 
« Gi^ Naz. feith of Julian^ X«i^ r»r# ^<^^«$ "X^h^ en 3/ ttCrU rir«r*. 
Athm, Orat* 32. 

A A^ 
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SERM. Buif faith St. Paul, when the kindnefs and love of God our 
LXXI. Saviour unto man appeared — according to his mercy hefaved 
Tit. iii, 4. us. Godfo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
•H^iX«i«^^«#. Son, God hereby commends his, love unto us, that we^^MS 
T^i^ff hfimt yet being fnnersy Chrift died for us. It was not a particular 
f h' i* 16 f*^'^^^^^® ^^ affection, (fuch whereof no particular ground 
Rom. V. 8. can be affigned or imagined,) but an univerfal (infinitely 
Ephef. u. 4. ^^ ^^^ abundant) goodnefs, mercy, and pity toward this 
eminent part of his creation, funk into dillrefs and lament- 
able wretchednefs, which induced God to fend his Son 
for the redemption of mankind. 

a. God declares himfelf impartial (mod partictdarly) in 
this cafe ; that as all men in regard to him (land alike re- 
lated, and are in the fame condition, fo he proceeds^ with 
indifierent afie£iion, and upon the fame terms with all* 
He is equally the Lord and Maker of all men ; and all 
men are equally involved in guilt, and expofed to ruin j 
upon which grounds St. Paul inferreth, that . as to God's 
regard of man's falvation, there is no difference between 
Jews and Greeks; and by parity of reafon there can be 
none between any other forts of perfons, antecedent^ to 
Rom. ii.i I.God's merciful intentions. There is, faith he, no rejpe& 
of perfons with God, (as to preparing the capacities and 
means, to propounding the terms and conditions of fal- 
Rom. iii. vation, for about thefe he difcourfes ;) for. Is he, faith 
^•' the Apoftle, affigning the reafon of that aflertion, the 

Rom.x. i2.Go<i of the Jews only, and not of the Gentiles? No: 
There is no difference,* faith he, (f Jew and Greek, for 
there is the fame Lord of all, being rich (rich in meray 
.and bounty) unto all that call upon him} that is by 
^confequence fimply unto all ; for St. Paul implies^ that 
God therefore provide^d that all men fhould haye the 
means of calling upon him . imparted to them ; for tb^t, 
how fhould they call upon him without faith ? Bniho^ 
fkould they believe without preachers? and howjhould (here 
be preachers, if they were mt^t fent P Whence he infer? 
(againft the fenfe of thofe Jews, with whom he ^^utes) 
that it was neceflary that the Apoftles fhould havie a com* 
Rom.iii, xnilTion to preach unto all. And, The righteoufnefs (f 
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i^iried nnd explained* 3 j7 

Chd In/ the faith of Ckri/i is manifefted unto all, and over S£RM. 
all that believe ; for there is no difference ; for all have LXXf . 
finned J and comejhort of the ghry of God : the relation of 
Ood is the fame to all men^ (He is the God and Lord of 
all;) the ftate and need of all men are the fame; there is 
therefore no difference^ excepting that confequent one^ 
which compliance or non-compliance with the conditions 
oflfered unto all doth induce. It is true in this refpe^ 
what the Wife Man faith^ 6 varroov Wv^^ 6jxofeo^ irpovoiiWiAl. vi. 7* 
vifi iroofToov He, that is Lord of all^ careth (or provideth) 
for €dl alike ; and what Clemens Alexandrinus fays, as to 
this particular. All things lie equally for all from God; Jo 
that no man can complain ofhim^\ as partial to fome, and 
deficient to others^ 

3. We may obferve^ that the undertakings and per- 
formances of our Lord are for nature and extent compared 
with thofe of Adam, (who was iwo^ ra jtteXXoiroj, a type ^om^n 14. 
of him that was to come;) as Adam, being a reprefenta- 
tive of mankind, did by his tranfgreffion involve all men 
in guilty and fubje£t them to condemnation; provoked 
God's wrath, and drew the effeAs thereof upon us; 
brought all men under the flavery of fin, and neceflSty of 
death ; fo was our Lord the proxy of mankind, and by 
his performances in our behalf did undo for our advan- 
tage, what the former did to our prejudice ; by his en- 
tire obedience expiating the common guilt, fufpending 
the fatal fentence, pacifying God's wrath, reducing right- 
eoufhefs, and reftorlng life to all that would embrace 
them ; fo doth St. Paul at large (in the 5th chapter of 
his Epiftle to the Romans) propound and profecute the 
comparifon; clofing his difcourfe thus: Therefore as byKom,r,is. 
the offence of one man judgment. came upon all men to con^ 
demnation ; fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift 
came upon all men toju/iification of life* As guilt, wrath, 
and death forementioned, were the fruits of what Adam 
did^'falling upon all ; fo pardon, grace, and life, were (in 

' . *■ Tlm^t «r«Mr» Um m7tm wtn^ «« OiS, »*) Mf oJWf mfu/tftit' Clem, AUn, 
Strom, vii. p. 901. 
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358 The Do&riM of Univer/al Redemption 

£ERM. defign) the effeAs of what our Saviour performed relating 
^^^^' unto all. Yea, the fiuooe comparifQn St. Paul feems to in- 
timate in hi9 febond Epiftle to the Corinthians^ where he 

2Cor.v.i4.falth, that if one died for all, then are all m^ dead; that 
is, Chrift's dying for all men, implies all mei> in a ftate of 
condemnation and fubjedion to death ; and that inference 
fuppofes the performances of the^f/J andfecond Adam to 
be in their nature and primary eStSis coextended and 
commenfurate. The fame St. Paul feemeth in exprefs 

Rom. iii. terms to lay. Ml men haveftmed^ and are fallen Jkort (or 
are deftitute) of the glory qf God; being j^fti^fied freely by 
his grace {or favour) by the redemption that is in Ckrijl 
Jefus. (All men are justified, that is, according to God's 
Seivourable intention and defign.) Yea, the very rcafon, 
why God permitted fin and death to prevail fo univerfally 
18 intimated to be his defign of extending a capacity of 

Rom. zi. righteoufnefs and life unto all ; fo ^t. Paul tells us : God 

^^' hath {hut up all men under fin, that he might have mercy 

upon all. And particularly, that by virtue of Chnft's 
performances*death is abolifhed, and immortality is con- 
ferred upon all men, St. Paul mpft e^prefsly teac^eth us ; 

1 Cor. XV. For, faiUi he, as in Adam all die, fo in Chrift fhall all be 

3 Tim. i. made^ alive* 

^' .1 obferve that Profper (an eager difputant about points 

38. ' ' allied to this) feveral times confefifeth, that Chrift may be 
moft rightly affirmed to have been crucified for the re- 
demption of the whole world, efpecially upon two ac- 
counts, fqr his true fufception of human nature, and for 
the common perdition of all 9uep in th^ firft man^:. we 
have touched the latter ; let us add, that 
4. Our Saviour afluming our nature, and partakiiig of 

Phil. ii. 7. pur fleih, being made in the likenefs of' men, and found in 

ii,*,^*v'"'yq/ftw« as a man; yea, endued with the pafiSons and infir- 

Gai. iv. 4. mities of man's nature, expofed to the tribulations and in- 
conveniences of man's life, did thereby ally hio^ielf, and 

Heb. ii. 14, pUt ou a fraternal relation unto all men* Forqfmuch», &ith 

11|13»16. 

^ Cum itaque re^ffime dicatur Salvator pio totius mundi redemptione 
crucifies, propter Tcram naturae humaiue fufceptionem» et propter com- 
rounem in primo homine omnium peiditionem, &c. Pro/^, ad.OoL c. 9. 
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qfferied and explained* 3^59 

the Apofile to the Hebrews^ as children (the children he SERM. 
means of the fame father^ or brethren ; ag the tenor of LXXI. 
his difcourfe makes evident) are partakers offlejh and 
bloody he alfo himfelf likeunfe took part of the fame; that 
is, grac^onfly deligning to become a brother to the chil- 
dren of men^ he affiimed all that was proper to man's na- 
ture. God, faith St. Paul, made my iSvo^ av^pmaiy, ^A^AaszTii. 
whale nation or race ofmen^ dwelling upon the face ofthe^^' 
earth, of one blood; and of that one blood our Saviour 
was pleafed to take part, entitling us thereby to. a conian- 
giunity with him^; and it was a title of Us, which he 
ieemed to affed; and delight in, the Son of man. HeHeb. u. 11. 
being fuch did ianfiify our nature, by the clofeft conjuncr 
^tion thereof to the divine nature, and xendering it more 
than a temple of the Divinity ; he dignified it^ and (as Heb. u. 7$ 
that Apoftle intimalietb) advanced it above the angelical ^^' 
nature by an alliance to God himfelf; he thereby not^Tim.ii. 5%. 
only became qualified to mediate between God and man, 
and capable to trania£l that great bufinefs of man's fal- 
vation ; but was engaged, and in a manner obliged to do 
it ; for as he was a man, he furely was endued with the 
beft of human affe^ons, univerfal charity and compaf- 
fion, which would excite him to promote the weliare of 
all ; as he was a. man, he was fubjed: to the common law 
of humanity, which obliges to endeavour the common 
benefit of men. As he was a brother m relation, fo he 
could not, he would not be otherwife in afTe^on ; he is 
not to be conceived deficient in performance of the office^ 
fuitable to that condition. That good- will which he re- Matt y. 44. 
quires us to bear toward all men indiflferently, good andAasx-as! 
had, friends and enemies, he queftionlefs did bear himfelf 
in.the higheft degree, and to the utmoft extent ; the ge*- 
neral beneficence, which in his converfation and practice 
he did exprefs, doth fignify how large his defires and in«^ 
tentions were in regard to the welfare, of men y fo that we 
may thence well aver with St, Ambrofe : Incamationis Ambr. de 

•^ Parad. 8. 

- ' 'H ir^imkn^ vnt ra^«f ht U«Xir tw kiytw pwu Kvfut Swrmf mXk». ftSiXX»» 
IXu^ifmns 9* n yiMftifn <r«^ rif kiyu irdwnt mt^f^Mrimvif &c. Atham, c. Art. 
Orta, iii. p. 385. 
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360 The DoBrihe of IJ^niverfal Ademption 

6ERM. Dei myfierium efi tmiverpaefalus creaiur^e; The mydery of 
4JCXL QqJ^s mcamaiion doth rejpe6i thefalvationofatl mankind^ 

according to his defire and deiign. 
Rer. XV. ii. 5. We are taught that our Lord hath by \Asfaving per- 
Aas X. 36. formances acqtdred a rightful propriety in, and « title of 
1 Cor. xi.3. dominion over all men living?; to him is committed the 
18. ii.%7"* governance and proteftion of all mankind, as the reward 
itH"""'* ^**^^ ^'^ ^® ^^ ^"^ fuffered for its fake. He is cdled the 
Heb. ii. 8. Lord of all men ; and the head of every man. It is fkid 
John xvii. ^*^ ®^^ ' ^^^^^ ^V *** Father are given into his hand, and 
3. y. aa. put under his feet; iha,t power. is given him over all flefh ; 
Pfia.cz.^7. ^^^ ^'^ authority is given him in heaven and earth; all 
judgment is committed to him. Which privileges, rights, 
dignities, are declared to have been procured by the virtue 
of his faving performances, and purchafed by the price of 
Kom.ziv.9.his blood. For, to this end, faith St. Paul, Chrifi both'died 
and rofe again, and revived, that he might be the Lord both 
of the dead and living, (or might exercife lordihip over 
both the dead and living, Jvet xai vtxpm xa) l^dvrcov xu^i- 
1 Cor.vi.ao. etJcrp :) and. We are not our own, (faith he agdn,) we are 
Heb. ii. 9. bought with a price: and. We fee Jefus,for thefuffering of 
death, crowned with glory and honour, that by the grace of 
God he might tqfte death for every man, (or, for the fiiffer- 
ing of death, that by God's grace he might tafte death 
for every man, crowned with glory and honour; for there 
Phil. ii. 8,9, feems to be fuch a traje£tion in the words :) and, He was 
^•^' ^* obedient unto death, even to the death ofthecrofs; therefore 
hath God exalted him, and given him a name above every 
name. Subjeftion then and redemption, as they have one 
ground, fo they are implied to have the fame extent; as 
every one. muft call Chrift Lord, fo he may call him Sa^ 
viour; therefore his Lord, becaufe his Saviour. And fince 
Chrift hath got an authority over all men, a propriety in 
^very man ; fince he hath undertaken to govern and pro- 
tect the world, he queftionlefs, as a prince of incompara- 
ble benignity and clemency, doth ferioufly intend and dc- 

^w^mt irmvtn tturivy $usi iytmZ%a irmfrmt }m rS Xi*^f*^^^ iritrW«»f ». Ati. Oraf, 
Q. in Arr. 385. 
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qffirted and explained, ^6% 

itt the beft welfare of all his people 5 it furely cannot be SfiRM. 
a fmall benefit to the ccnnniunity of men, that they arc LXXI.- 
his filbjeds 5 the objeds of his princely care, and of his ■ 
mercy.-— —Ki^SfTMi rnv irufuir&nonj Sxtp xo) xa^xci xm) xup/cp Clem. 
wairraif ywnfu^tf coor^p yiip Ipv, 11;^) rm ftJv, tow V «. H<pp*'^"J*^"* 
laketh care of all, which doth become him thai U Lord of 
all ; for that he is indifferently the Saviour of all, faith 
Clem. Alexand. 

6. We are commanded to pray, intercede, and give inm^iu 
thanks (indifferently) for all men, even for heathens and '' *' 
perfecutors ; as for the obje&s of God's benevolent affec^ 
tion; whom he would have to hefaved^ and to come to the 
knowledge of his truth; expreffing our charity in conform- 
mity to the unconfined^ goodnefs of God. Very good 
reafon (argues St. Chryfoftom) there is why we fhould 
pray for all men ; for if God doth will the falvation of all 
men, we, in imitation of him, fhould will the fame ; and 
if we defire it, we fhould pray for it ^. Upon which fcore 
the Catholic Church hath conflantly and carefully obferved 
this precept; fo the learned writer de Vbcatione Geniium'' 
mflures us : i Which law of fupplication, faith he, the devo^ 
iion of all prie/is and of all the faithful people doth fo oh^^ 
jerve, that there is no part of the world, in which fuch 
prayers are not folemnized by the Chriftian people.- The 
Church 'of God doth therefore fupplicate, not only for the 
Saints^ and the regenerate in Chrift, but alfo for all infi^ 
delsyandmemies of the crofs of Chri/i; for all idolaters, 
all peifecutors, all Jews, heretics, and fchifinatics* And 
Profper himfelf : ^ Setting qfide, faith he, that di/iin&ioni, 

t« itmf rag mhri$ i^X^t ^ttdhmy SiXi tut) rv' 1 1 21 Biyius, tvx»* Chryf<^» 

* Quam legem fuppUcationis ita omniam facenlotaray et omnium iide- 
lium devotioj conoorditer tenet, ut nulla pais mundi fit, in qua hujufmodi 
orationes non celebrentur a populis Chriftianis. Supplicat ergo ubique Eccle^ 
lia Dei non folum pro SanAis et in Chrifto jam regeneratis> fed etiam pro om* 
nibixs-infidelibus, et inimicis crucis Chrifti, &c. 

^ Remota eigo difcretione, quam divioa fcientia intra fecretum juftiti^ fiue 
oontinety iinceriffime credendum atque profitendum eft Deum velle^ ut omneft 
homines falvi fiant ; iiquidem Apoftolus, cujus ifta fententia eft, folicitiffime 
praecipit quod in omnibus Ecclefiis piifiime cuftoditur, ut Deo pro omnibus 
Ixuninibus TttpplicetUT* ^rtf, adOhj,ViHemt:%^ 
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362 The DoStrihe of Uhiverfal Bedemption 

SERM. which the divine knowledge contains within thefecret of his 
LXXI. jufiicey it is mqft Jincerely to he li^elieved and profejfedy that 
■~~"""" God wills that all men Jhall he faved;.Jince the JpofUe, 
whafe fentenee that is, doth mojl fQlicitaufly enjoin^ thai 
which is in all the Churches moft pioufly obferved, that 
God Jhould be implored for all men. So doth he atteft 
the common pra^ce> and declare the ground, thereof. 

7. For which pradice^ and for the confirmation of its 
ground^ (God's ferious willingnefs and defire that men 
fliQuld be faved^) we have the pattern of our Lord himfelf 
praying to his Father for the pardon of the worft of men^ 
his murderers ; which as it demonftrated his charity, to* 
ward them, fo it argues that he was their Saviour, for that 
othenyif<^ he knew they could not be in any capacity of 
having pardon. His praying for them imphes the poffi- 
bility of their receiving for^venefs ; and fuch a poffibjlity 
doth prefuppofe a difpc^tion in God to grant it, and con- 
fequently a fatis&^on provi4ed, fuch as God requires and 
accepts, and which (hall avail. to their benefit, if toward 
the application thereof they perform their parts. 

8. Inde^ it is not eafy to conceive, how we can heartily 
pray for pardon, .or for any other Heffing, either for our* 
felves or for others, without fuppofing Chrift to be aur 
Saviour and th&rs; without fuppofing God placable and 
well affiled towards us and them in Chrift, upon the 
ai^count of his performances andfufferings in our aqd their 
behalf. We ar^^ to offer ^p ajl our devotions in the mane 
of Chrift, an4. for hi» iake muft implore all mercies^and 
bleffings from Qodj wh|oh how can we do ferioufly and 
with faith, if we may reafon^bly queftion whether Chrift's 
merits do refpe£t us, and confequently whether they can 

iTim.u.8.be aviulable in our behalf? / will, ddth Sk Paul, that 
men Jhould pray in every place, lifting up pure hands, 
tijithout wrath or doubting : which precept how can any 
man obferve ; how c^ any miui pray with calmnefs and 
confidence of mind, who is not afiiired that Chrift is his 
Saviour^ or that God for Chrift's lake is dii|)ofed to grant 
his requefts 2 But this point we may be obligied to profe- 
cute fomewhat £Eurther m the application* 
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9. Eidier our Saviour'^ performaBces do refped: all SERM. 
men, or fome njen (the far.grea^eft part of xpen) dp ftand LXXI. 
upon no other terms^ than thofe of the firil creation^ or 
rather of the fubfequent lapfe and cop^eoinatipn ; being 
fubjef£t to an extremely rigorous law^ and an infallibly 
certwi guilty and cpnfequently to inevitable puniihment ; 
being utterly fecluded from all capacity pf mercy^ and 
having ho place of repentance left unto them^ (the placeA6i8 v. 31. 
of repOTtarice being a moft fignal part of Chrift's pi^r- ^^^^ "*^' 
chafe ;) fo that if any fuch xpan ihouldj according to the 
proportion of his light and abilityji perform what is agreci- 
Bb\0 to Grod's la^^ doing w^hat is poffible to him (this 
may be fuppofed^ for v^hat is poffible to a man he may 
do, v^hat is poffible is poffible) in order to his faly^- 
tion, he notwithftanding fhould be incapable of apy 
mprcy, favour, or acceptance* But, befide that it js ^x- 
prefsly faid, that God did Jhut up all men under fin, th,Qfi Rom. xt. 
h^ might have mercy upon all; and that we are pU^Idy^^■ 
enough inforpied, that our Lord did reverfe the firft f;^t§l 
fenti^nce, and hath, as the mediator between Gpd and man, 
evacuated all former covenants by eftablifhing a new onf, 
(for if any former covenant had been good, th^e futd hem Ht^Mn.7' 
no place fought for a new one, as the Apoftle to ijie IJf^- 
brews difcQurfeth) — beiides thefe confiderations, I {ay, ai^ 
befide that fuch fuppofitions do not well fuit to the nature 
of God, and do not well confift with the tenor of h\s 
providence; God pofitively and vehegaently difclaitnethAasxviu 
this rigour of proceeding ; he both under I^aw and Gpi^l^' 
declares himfelf ready to admit a^y man's repentant; 
yea, eamejftly invii^es all men thereto \ yea, grievoufly ejj- Ez«k. xM. 
plains and expoftulates with ja&a for npt repenting ; yea> 
not only lays it, but fwears it by his own life, that he dfi- Ezck. 
fires any wicked man fllo^ld do it ; he ftrongly aflferts, he jf"i".* 3/;. 
eameftly incidcates, he loudly proclaims to all his readi- J**<^- ^" •• 
nefs to pardon, and his delight in fhewifig mercy ; the ' / / 
riches of hSs good^efs and forbearance and longfuflfer- 
iog* He declares, that he will exa& an account of 'man, 3 Cor. vUi. 
according to proportion, anfwerable to their willingn^fa to ^^^^ ^^ 
do what they could j and to the impmvements of thofe ss. 
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364 The Do&rine of Vmverjal Redemption 

i^ERM. talents (thofe meafures of light and ftrength) which they 
LXXI. had, or might have had ; that whoever is h eXaxktp iris-o^, 
Luke xix. ^uthful in ufing the finalleft power^ (hall be accepted and 
17. xvi. 10. rewarded. He reprefents hirofelf impartial in his judg- 
Ads z. 34. ment and acceptance of men's perfons and performances; 
** any man, in any nation, his fincere, though imperfefi:, 
piety and righteoufnefs being acceptable to him : the final 
ruin of men is not imputed to any antecedent defeat lying 
in man's fiate, or God's will, to no obftacle on God's 
part, nor incapacity on the part of man, but wholly to 
man's blameable negled:, or wilful abufe of the means 
conducible to his falvation ; no want of mercy in God, or 
virtue in the paffion of our Lord, are to be mentioned or 
thought of; infidelity (formal or interpretative) and oblU'- 
nate impenitency, difappointing God's merciful intentions, 
and fruftrating our Lord's faving performances and en- 
Jtfbaili. 19. deavours, are the fole banes of mankind ; Here, faith our 
Lord, is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darknefs rather than light, becaufe their 
John v.94i deeds are eviL And, IJpeak thefe things, that ye might 
^^* lefaved; but ye will not come to me, that ye might have 

Matt, ssiii. life. And, How often have I willed to gather thy children, 
^^' as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, but ye 

would not! Of the Pharifees and Lawyers our Saviour 
LakeriL laid, that they defeated the couffel of God toward them^ 
®®' felves, (^3rnja-«» t^v /SsX^v ©f» ug imrrvs,) the counfel of 

God, who deiigned to bring them to repentance by the 
inftru£Uon and exhortation of St. John the Baptifl. Our 
Saviour invited many to the participation of die Gofpd^ 
Uk. xzv^ 6. (that great feqft of fat things to all people, as the Prophet 
Ifiiiah calleth it;) but they wotdd not come, fidth the 
text : he iterated his meflage, but they carelefsly negle&- 
Matt. xzii. ing it (a/u^Aago-Avrf $) went away, one to his farm, another to 
^ ^* his merchandife, and the reft took hisfervants, and intreated 
Mattxiii. them fpitefully, and flew them. Th^fower (our I«oriI) 
*'* **• did fow in the^M {the world) the good feed of heavenly 
truth ; biit fome would not admit it into their heads or 
hearts; from others temptation bare it away; in others 
worldly cares and defires choked it ; our Lord ipake the 
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qfferted-and explained. 565. 

moft convincing words^ fuch as no man ever fpake> fiich SERM.- 
as drew publicans and harlots into the kingdom of hea- LXXI. > 
Y&[i} he performed moft aftonifliing works, fuch as never johnvii.. 
the like were done, which were fufficient to convert Tyre *^- ?^- **» 
and Sidon, yea to have preferved Sodom, but without ef- Matt, xxi.* 
feA; fuch were the invincible obftinacy, the grofs ft^pi-johnviUi 
dity, the corrupt prejudices, and perverfe affe&ions of his v.44.zii.43. 
auditors and fpe6lators, upon which caufes oiu* Lord J'^^* *^'' 
chargeth the inefficacy and unfuccefsfulnefs of his endea- Matt. zju. 
vours for their falvation. So doth St. Stephen call the 14] 
Jews, unto whom the Gofpel was offered, hard-necked^ tt^- A£bYii.4i, 
circumcifed in heart and ears; fuch as did always rejfi Me**^"*' *^' 
Holy Spirit. St. Paul gives the fame chara6ter of them, 
and afligns the fame caufe of their reje£ting the Gofpel. 
And of the Jews of Antioch it is faid, that they did 
thrufi away the word of falvationy judging ihemfelves ttw-AaaxiU. 
worthy of everlqfting life, (that is, difdaining to embrace*** 
the overture of everlafting life made unto them.) And, 
Defpife/i thou the riches of God's goodnefs, and forbear^ Rom. Ik 4. 
ance^ and long-fuffering ; being ignorant that the good- 
nefs of God leadeth thee to repentance? So St. Paul expof- 
tulates vdth the incredulous Jew. And, How, faith theHcb.ii.3. 
Apoftle to the Hebrews, Jhall we efcape, if we negle6t fo 
great falvation? So do our Lord and his Apoftles ftate 
the reafon of men's mifcarrying in this great affair 5 figni- 
fying all requifite care and provifion to be made on God's 
part for their falvation; and imputing the obftruftion 
folely to their voluntary default of compliance with God 
in his conduct: and management thereof. 

Neither are the dealings and declarations of God to* 
ward thofe who lived under the Law and Prophets, im- 
pertinent to this purpofe y they are applicable upon con- 
fideration of parity in reafon, or likenefs in cafe. 

What remonftrances concerning the gentlenefs, kind-/ 
neft, and equity of his dealings, what exprobrations 6t 
their ftubbomnefs knd ftupidity God did anciently make 
to Ifr^el under that particular difpenfation, (which yet in 
tendency and in reprefentation may be deemed general,) 
the iame he might now ufe toward all mankind/under 
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SERM. this untverfal economy, wherein God hath given to hid 

LXXI. Soriy the heathen for his inheritance^ and the utmojl parts 

Plal. ii. 8 of the earth for his pojjejfioni whe^by all the kingdoms of 

Rev. xi. iiiQ world are become the kingdoms of the Lord, and his 

Chfi/i; which hath ereded an unconfined kingdom of 

grace ; to which all men in defign and of right are ful>- 

jeft ; in refpeft to which every nation is in obligation and 

l&iiv. 4. duty become the people of God. IVhat, faid God to 

them, could I have done more to my vineyard than I have 

done f P/herefore, when 1 looked for grapes, did it bring 

Hot xiii, 9 forth wild grapes f Ifrael, thou hq/i dejlroyed thyfelf; 

Ifa. ixv. a. but in me is thy help, I have fpread out my hands all the 

te°vH lai^^y /on^ to a rebellious and gainfaying people. Ifpake 

unto you rifing up early and fpeaking, but ye heard not ; I 

Prov. i. 34, called J but ye drifweted not ; I have called, and ye have rc- 

*^' f{f^d; I havejlreiched out my hand, and no man regarded. 

But ye have fei at nought all my counfel, and would none 

Ifiu Ixv. la. of iny reproof When I called, ye did not anfwer ; when I 

E^i*'* tiJP^^^^ y^ ^^^ ^^^ hear ; but did evil before mine eyes, and 

Jer. vi. 10. did choofe that wherein I delighted not. And, Behold, 

(heir ear is uncircumcifed, and they cannot hearken; behold, 

the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach, they have no 

ZetAi. y'lu delight in it. They refufed to hearken, and pulled awa'ff 

^*'"' the Jhtmlder, and Jlopped theif ears, that they Jhould not 

hear; yea, they made their hearts as an adamant fione, lefi 

they Jhould hear the law, which the Lord ofhojls hathfent 

in his Spirit. Which paflages, with many others of the 

fike importance that occur, do imply the large extent of 

God's merciful ifitentions, and the competency of the 

meatis, which God affords for the falvation of naen; that 

hJb ^ants Ii0,affe6tion or inclination to fave them ; that he 

fieglefits no meatus proper for effefling it ; that ht draws 

them into the Way leading thither by ferious aiid eameft 

ihvxtition, direfts theiri by ueedfiil light iand ihftruffibn, 

excites them by powerful argutnents and perfuaiioiis ; 

DeFaiid.8.and as St. Ambrofe fpeaketh. Quod in Deo fait, oftendit 

oinmluis, quod omnes voluit liberare: Godjhewed to aO, 

that what wai in him, he did will to deliver (6t lave) all 

men. Whence he may truly and properly be caQed the 
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BenefE6^or and SaVio\ir> even of thofe, who by their wil- SERM. . 
fal malice or negle£t do not obtain falvation K For in re- LXXIv 
fpeft to the fame favours, which are exhibited and ten- •—— *^ 
dered to them, he is the Saviour of thofe, who by heark- 
ening to God's call, and complying with God's defigh; 
by well ufing the means vouchlkfed, and performing the 
conditions required, do finally attaiil falvation. 

If it be faid, that thefe tranfa6tions do refer only io 
God's own pedple, <)r to thofe otily, unto whoih G6d 
pleafed to difpenfe efpecial revelations of truth and over- 
tures of mercy; that we therefore cannot thence infer 
any thing concerning the general extent of God's defign, 
or the virtue df Chiift's performances in refpefik to all 
maiikifid; we may to this fuggeftion rejoin, that by ob- 
ferving the manner of God's proceedings toward them, 
unto whom he opefnly declareth his mind and will, we 
may reafonably cdlfeft how he ftandeth affefited towar* 
Others, ^d by what iiiles, or upon what accomits, he 
dealeth with them ; taking in the analogy of reafon, and 
parity or difparlty of the cafe. As to God's affefition, it 
i« the fanie every where, agre^ble to that nature^ which 
incllneth him to be gtod'tc ally and merciful over all Ai^pial.caln 
ir^ature^y as the Pfalmift tell$ us ; unto which difpofition^* 
his providence yields atteftation; for i^t ofjLdgrvgov of^fVAasxiv. 
ktiffhy Ayaitm^uMi he did not leave himfetf mthctui tefti^^'^* 
fnd^pi doing gdod to aU^ as St. Patil telld us i aldioug;h hei 
doitli tiot difpdflfe his favours in the fame method, or cEr- 
^Sover his meaning by the &me light, or call all men to him 
with the fame vokse And language. 

Nfeither t<ras mankind ever left deftitute of that divine 
^flfiife, ^hich,'as the gooid writer de Vocatione Qentium 
fsathy never denied itfelf to any ageSy with the fame virtue^ 
in different meq/ure, with an unchangeable coujifel, and 
multiform operation^ So in one place; and in another, 

^ -«^«'«X0^jUi»«f fura tiir^iuliuts Sri wmrrm t» Us mvrif KiuipTtt M fttrnjff 
^m a^ffAfmf m^ahnu*^* JBa/, in pf. vit. 

i Gmia Dei AuUis fecnlig fe negavit, viitute ana, quantitate diverfa, con- 
ci^to inooauttutabiliy opere multiformii ii. 5. .^ 
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$68 The DoSbfine of Unh/erjkl Sedmpiion 

SERM. ^Therewas always^ faith he, di/penfed to all men acevtm 
LXXI. mecjure of if^ruBion Jrom alovcy which, although it came 
from a more occult andjparitig grace, did yetfuffice to feme 
for remedy, to all for teftimony. 
• Comparing the different ftates of men, we may fubfti- 
tute with St. Paul', for the law of revelation engraved 
upon tables, the law of nature written in men's hearts y 
for prophetical inftruSiions, the di£tates ofreafon 5 for audi- 
ble admonitions and reproofs, fecret whifpers of grace, 
and checks of confcience j for extraordinary infiahces of 
Aasziv.17. divine power, the ordinary works of the creation, {ly 
which God*s eternal divinity and power are difcemible;) 
for thefpecial and occafional influences of providence, the 
common and continual expreffions of divine beneficence ; 
then allowing for the difparity (as to meafure of evidence 
and efficacy) in thefe things ; and as to the reft, the cafe 
is the lame. If one part hath means more clear and for- 
cible, yet thofe which are granted to the other are not 
Aa$ zvii. void of ufe or virtue ; by them all men in all places may 
Rom. i. isy^^* ^^^' l^Aap/y they may feel him and find him; yea 
ao. may, as St, Paul impUeth, be able to know God, and in* 

S-'ai/ * duced to ferve him; to thank him, and to glorify him in 
fpme meafure ; in a meafure anfwerable to fuch light an4 
ftrength ; no more doth God require, for no more will he 
reckon with them. If their helps be deemed more low 
and fcanty, their duty in proportion is lefs high, and their 
account will be more eafy. Enough certwnly they hjave. 
to excufe God from mifprifion of not having provided 
Rom. L ao. competently for them, to render thena, if they do not weft 
ufe and im{)rove it, inexcuiable ; and wjbat they hav^ is an 
effeft of God's mercy procured and purchafed by their 
Saviour. But of this point we may have Qccafipn after- 

*^ Adhibita eft femper univeiflft hominibus quaedam iapernsi menfium doc- 
Criatty qutt etli occultipris parciorifque gratis fuit> 'foffecit tamen c|uibufdam 
id remedtum, omnibus ad teftimonium. 'iU 15. 

^ Rom. ii. 14« ]5» . 

— -Nolli nadoni hominum bonitatis fuse dona fubtiaxic> ut propheticu viv 
ces^t prscepta legalia couirincerentar in elemeatoruiu obfcquiis^ ct leilimo* 
nils accepifle. De Foq. O, i. 5. Rom. 1. 19. 
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ward to fay more ; I (hall now only add, that this fug- S £RM» 
geftion, well confidered^ may afford another argument to ^^^^' 
confirm our doftrine ; which is this. 

io» If our Lord be the Saviour of all thofe to whom 
God's truth is declared, and his mercy offered ; or, if he 
be the Saviour of all the members of the vifible Church ; 
particularly if he be the Saviour of thofe, who among 
thefe, reje&ing the overtures and means of grace, or by 
difebedience abufing them, (hall in the event fail of being 
faved, then is he the Saviour of all men. But our Lord id 
the Saviour of thofe perfons ; and therefore he is the Sa- 
viour of all men. The ajfumption we aflayed to fhew in 
the laft aigument ; and many exprefs teAimonies of Scrip«* 
ture before mentioned eftabUfli it; the common ftyle of 
Scripture doth imply it, when in the apoftolical writings 
to all the vifibly faiUiful indifferently the relation to Chrift • 
as their Saviour is affigned, an intereft in all his faving 
performances is fuppofed, the title of a-«^o/x<yoi and o-sa-coo-- 
fibffvoi (with others equivalent, of juftifiedy fan&ijiedy rege-- 
nerated) quichenedy 8cc.} are attributed. And in our text 
God 13 faid to be the Saviour chiefly rm vi^w, of the 
faithful; which word in its common acception denotes 
all vifiUe members of the Chriftian communion. And for 
^ its confirmation we adjoin ; the Apoftles at firft, and the 
Church ever fince after them (except fome heterodox 
people of late) have profefled readily to confer holy bapr 
tifm, and therein to difpenfe remiffion of fins, together 
with other evangelical graces and privileges, to every 
man profefiBng his faith in Chrift, and refolution to ob- 
serve Chrift's law, upon this fuppofition, that Chrift is the 
ScEviour of all fuch perfons, and by his falutary paffion 
hath pufchafed that remiffion for them ; although the 
^ difpenfers of thefis graces could not difcern what decrees 
Grod in bis fecret providence had pailed upon thein, or 
what the event {hou|d be as to their final ftate; yea al- 
though according to the judgment of prudence they could 
not but Qonceive, that all fuch ibo^ not be faved, but 
that many of them fhould be of thofe, who (as the Apoftle 
to the Hebrews fpei^eth) would rfrau/ lack unto perdition, w«^* »• 3^. 

VOI« III. B b 
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6£RM. ^^^ (^^ St. Peter implies fame might, aad would do) 
LXXl. would forget the purgatk>n^ which they had leceiTed of 
'"^ their fins. That in thus doing the Ghurch proceeds iipon 
aperfuafion that Chrift is truly the Saioour of all its vifi- 
ble members^ duly admitted and incorporaled therdnto^' 
the thing itfelf plainly fignifies; the tenor of its'pFa&ioe 
makes palpable ; the forma of fp^ecfa ufed in its holy ad- 
miniftrations (of prayers^ of ikcraments^ cff exhortations) 
do fuppofe or exprefs. For how can eacb menaber-fii^y 
be aflerted in holy baptUm to be waihed from faisSnS^ and 
fandified to Grod> and made regenerate or adopted' into 
the number of Ood^s children^ and made partaker of 
ChriR's death? How can thank%i¥if^ in> the -common 
name^ in moft general terims^ be offered up for Chrift^ 
faving performances ? or the holy bread and cup beim*- 
parted to each communicant, as fynibols and pledges of 
Chrift's charity and mercy lotrard him? How xan^ every 
Chriftian.be infiigated to obedience in gratitude ta Chrift ; 
and thofe who tranfgrefs Chrift's laws, i^lmided for 4hek 
ingratitude toward him; their rejecting, or renomkdng, 
defpifing, or abufiiig him ahdhis falvation? How caii 
fuch things be faid and done with anytnith't or oon^ 
fiftency ; yea without forgery iind niockery, if every b^ 
tized Chrifiian hath^ not an intereft in/ our Lord's per- 
formances ; if Chrift be the Saviour only of aa' uncertaih 
^uid unknown part in the Church ? Thii confiderstion^of 
the Church'^s praAice hadb made ^en the moft 'V^emedt 
aflertors of St. AuQm's dodrine^ (ftrained to tfaehigheft 
pitchy) in the more ancient and modeft tixties> fiolfyao 
acknowledge this pbfition; that Chrift is tbeRedeomer^^ 
every member of the vifibleChtunch^'a^ appears by this 
Anno s^ft. remarkable decree of the Council, of . Valentia tt Frame^ 
(confifting of the biftiops of three, p^vinces^ fsraiirertof 
Godfcalcus-s opimons.) ^We alfiarda beUeue iifk^finntg 
U be heldy thai all ike multitude if the fakhfmlpMlgglfe'' 
generated by water and the Holy Spirit^ and Aeu6ffJimlf 
tTKorporated intot the CHitrihy and aeeordmg io ike &p^fi^ 

^ Item firmilBme teDendii^.cr^Mii'u84^&o.'liss>raJ . i ■ 
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Ucal'do&tineuhiapihMiddnip.lhe deafk ^ Chri/l, is ity his SERM, 
blood wajhedfrom ih^finfk . Beca^fe there. eoijd be qq ^XXT. 
true regenemtioii; unll^ -thet^ were ina4e: alfo a true re- 
demption; finee ki the facrament» of the CburQb tl^ere 19 
90thih^ ei^ty^ (or Vain,) nothing ludificatory; b^it all 
thovoughlj true> a<id fupported by its own very- truth 
anet^.fincenty^ . Y^t that out ;of the. very company of 
b^ftvers aad the pedeeined, ipme am^ eteni^lly iayed^ 
becaufe by Grod's grace they faithfully abide in their 
redemption^ bearing the .Lord's fpeech in their hearts, 
fie that perfeveres to the end Jhall be faved; and that 
otl^rs, becaufe ^ey would not abide in the falvation of 
the fiiith, which they at firft received, and did rather 
choofe to fruftrate the grace of redemption by evil doc- 
trine or life, than to keep it, do nowife arrive to the ple- 
nitude of falvation, and to the perception of eternal beati- 
tude. It is then a catholic and true do£trine, diat at leafl 
Chrift is a Saviour of all appearing Chriftians ; and fup- 
pofing the truth thereof^ I fay that by confequence he is 
alfo the Saviour of all men. For it appeareth thence, that 
the defign of our Saviour's performances did not flow 
from, or was not grounded upon any fpecial love, or any 
abfolute decree concerning thofe perfons who in event 
Aall be faved ; fince according to that fuppofition it ex- 
tendeth to many others; wherefore it proceeded from 
God's natural goodnefs, and common kind afledion to- 
ward naankind 5 from the compaffion of a gracious Cre- 
ator toward his miferable creature, whence all men are 
concerned and interefted therein. Why God's merciful 
intentions were not explicitly declared and propounded to 
Socrates and EpiAetus, as they were to Judas Ifcariot 
and Simon Magus, is another queftion, which we may 
^erward in fome manner affoil; at prefent, it fufllices to 
%» that the overture of mercy made to fuch wretches 
doth argue God's kind difpofition and good intention to- 
ward all men; fo it did in St, Ambrofe's opinion; who 
%s, that our Lord ought not to pafs by the man who 
ftould betray him, that all men might take notice, that in 

B b a 
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37 a The DoStrine ofVrnverfal Redemption ajferted ffc. 

SERM. ^^^ choice even of his traitor, he did hold forth a pledge 

LXXI. or mark of all men's being to be laved". 

But the truth of this do£bine will ferther appear by the 
declaration and furveyal of thofe refpeAs accordUng to 
w^hich Chrifi is reprefented the Savour of men, as alfo by 
confidering how ufeful and conducible to piety this doc- 
trine is, as miniftering grounds and obligations, encou- 
ragements and motives to the practice of moft confid^r- 
able duties required from all men. But thefe things muft 
be'referved to another occafionw 

" Et ideo nee proditurom debuit piaeterire, ut adTcrterent omiics», qnod itk 
elcflione etiam proditorts fui fenfandorum omnium infigne piatendit* Amh, 
dt Parad, 8. 
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SERMON LXXII. 



THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED. 



I Tim. iv. lo. 

The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, 
ejpecially of thofe that believe. 

X HAT our Lord Jefus is the Saviour of all men, we SERM. 
have before firoin plain teflimonies of holy Scripture, and LXXII. 
from fome arguments grounded there, allayed to (hew. 
The feme will be made farther apparent by confidering 
the refpeds according to which he is fuch 5 and thofe we 
may firft confider generally and in the grofs, then furvey 
them more particularly and diftinAly. 

In general we may fay, that our Lord is the Saviour of 
all men, for that he hath rendered all men falvahiles, ca- 
pable of falvation ; and falvandos, defied to falvation. 
For that he hath removed all obftacles peremptorily der 
baning men from accefs to falvation, and hath procured 
competent furtherances to their attwiment of it. For 
that he hath refcued mankind out of that dead and de^- 
fperate condition, wherein it lay involved; being the bread John vi.aa. 
of God, who kath defcended from heaven, that he miglu 
give life to the world, as he faith of himfelf. For that he 
hath performed whatever on his part is necefiary or fit in 
order to falvation, antecedently to the acceptance and 
compliance with thofe reafonable conditions, which by 
God's wifdom are required toward the inflating men into 
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574 The DoBrine of Unherfal Redemption 

SERM. a full and immediate right to falvation, or to a complete 
LXXIl. and a£lual fruition thereof. He made the way to happi- 
Luke iii. 5. Q^fs plain and paflable ; levelling the infuperable cliffs^ and 
filling up the chafms^ and rectifying the obKquities, and 
fmoothing the afperities thereof, as the Prophet foretold ; 
fo that all men, who would, might conveniently walk 
Luke iy. 18. therein. * He fet the do5rs of paradife wide open, fo that 
w^%t^ who pleafed might enter in 5 all the bonds and reftraints 
r/)N— . ppdcr which naen-lay,^ he fo far loofed, that any mitti 
might be free, who would concur .to iiis own liberty and 
enlargement. All the protection, aid, and encouragement 
which was needful toward obtaining falvation, he afforded 
and exhibited to every one, that would embrace and make 
ufe of them. In refpeft to. which performances he might 
be jufUy efleemed and tn!dy called a Saviour , although all 
men do not in effeft become laved. . For the eflimation and 
denomination of performances are to be grounded upon 
their own nature and defign, not upon events depending 
upon the contingent and arbitrary behaviour of meix- As 
he that freely offers a rich boon is no lefs tP be accounte4 a 
benefa£lor and liberal, altho^h his gift be rafiifedjrtb^ ii 
it were accepted ; as he that opens the prifoii is. to be ^10<1 
a deliverer, although the captiye.will pot go forth;, as be 
that minifters an effectual remi^dy, although the j^tiesit will 
not ufe it, deferves the honour and thanks due tP ajhyfi" 
cian; Ho b oisr Lbrd in- regard tp what ^c ha1|h perfbnned 
for men, ahdoflfened to them, (being fuffipi^pt to prQyf&t 
.their mifery, and promote their hapfii^efs^Jj-tpbe worthiJly 
deemed, and thankfully ack^oWle^^^, their Satitof^r^ al- 
though not all mena^.yea although npt one >ma» ihould .-le^ 
Aas XV!. cdve the defigned benefit^ Accordiii^y ^ff>9i^y pbi^pve* 
]ukry'^>- -that in the Scriptu)«-ftyle, tbpfc pf^jJ^B^.af^ fiid tq-}^ 
'^l**iT'^ faved, ^ho are ^tily in a.way tpw^rd fcltvaticfn,. althpu^ 
1 Cor. i.'is.theydonotiarriYe thither jaiid thc'^<san» e^nducj^ to 
^![-^f/- faavation are ftgd to feve, alth^ijgh their ^e^. may. he 
94. (defeated $ {^wlifMvai an4 'a:e0:4of/«#wi are iQvms f«^pUc^ to ^ 

f Tim!V*9.*Ghriftiane^^ and Gbrift^is ^/rci<fHiyl^lhaht^h'j^^ 
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and /oi/i is (aid to hAvefaved ikem, although (bine of S£RM. 
them tklf Mrwvwff have believed in vaiuy or to no effefk, IjJLjuI. 
fior&king and renouncing their faith; and bapiifm favesi Cor.icv. 
them who partake it, although being waihed^ they return ^it* iii. s. 
to their wallowing in the mire. And as our Lord i9 * ^^' »"• 
fe termed a Saviour in refpeA to them, who are, by faith <) pet. ii. 
and adnuffion into the Church, put into a more near ca- ^^* 
pacity ^ (alvation, as St. Paul fpeaketh : hyyvnpov ^y ^ 
oMrupiff,^ oTf liriffuff-ff^fy, (A^tc; ti our falvation nearer than Rom. xiU. 
«/Ae» fiv believed ;) fo is he in refped of all thofe, who are/ ^* 
i^ any capadty thereof, although a more remote one. 
• But let us now view more nearfy and diAin£kly the re-. 
%e^ in which he is a Saviour of all men, or the particular 
bendSts and advantages conducing to falvation, which by. 
Us. performances accrue to mankind; for wofAvokt^ Ti}yCiem.A}ex» 
ffwci}p/ielv thr&e^ X*p'^*' ''^ «i^fa«r(fn|Tr, In v^ many ways "S- ^i- 
ks l^/ioweth falvation upon all mankind, as Clemens 
Alexaadrinus %)eaks^ 

1; Our Lord is the Saviour of all men, as haying effe£t- 
^ that 'Almighty God (who upon great provocations was 
juftly di^leatbd and angry with man, who had averted his 
bxst, and withdoiwn his &vour from mankind, whom our 
qx>ftafy and rebellion had rendered a ftranger and an 
enemy to us) -bath depoCed his wrath toward mankind^ 
hathconoeived a kind affe&ion to it, doth caft a favour- 
able afpeA upon it; being thoroughly reconciled and 
made a friend thereto by our Saviour's mediation. TAiiMatt. Hi. 
ulfi^. beloifed Son, w ^^Mni^oi, in whom I have heen^^'^^^'^^* 
well pteqfedy was jthe Atteiiatiop given from Go4 to pur 
Lonl; the meaiiing whereof in regard to men, di^ holy 
ohoir of ai^ls did interpret, when af(er <;he gladii;»nie 
report of hb lordly {t^^ great joy, wbichjhould be to allLnktW. 10, 
people,) th^ fai^ Qhfy be to God on high, on earth peace, **' 
good^will iiowardfnen^ Which St. Paul farther declkretb, 
wheu:heL&itfa, that by hkatSiw^M, God pleafed to recon-Coi. i. ao, 
qile vnto^htmfdf all tbk«9> ^pon eajrtb, and in heavfcn ., ^P**' *' *^ 
mid wfaenbeiaith^ Thai Godwds in Chr^lneeonciling the^Cor.^.ig. 
mMdjuHtQ,hkm^i^^t imputing th^Jins* A^d» fFhen we.BDm.v.10^ 
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SERM. «'^^^ enemies f fdith he again, we tuere reconciled to God by 
LXX1I. the death of his Son : When we were enemies ^ that implies 
""■^ God antecedently to any man's converfion to have beeti 

appeafed, and become favourably difpofed toward all 
men, or toward thofe whom St. Paul fpeaketh unto, as 
men ; fo the reafon of the cafe doth import, and fo the 
analogy which St. Paul immediately after propounds 
between the refults of Adam's tranfgreffion and our Sa- 
viour's obedience (as to provocation and r^onciliation, to 
condemnation and abfolution, to the intents of bringing 
death and life upon all men) doth enforce. Whence it is, 
that God declareth himfelf now to bear an univerfal good- 
will to mankind, that he doth earneftly deiire the ^wel&re 
of all men, and is difpleafed with the ruin of any man ; 
1 Tim.ii. that he would have all men to lefavedj and to come to the 
2*Pgt iij^g Anoa;fcdge of the truth, becaufe >Aer^ is one Mediator beh 
Hch,vi 16, tween God and man; that he would not have any peri/k, 
^^' but that alljhould come to repentance ; this he affirms, yea 

(for the confirmation of our faith and our confolation 
^zck. therein) he in the Evangelical Prophet fwears it. As Hive, 
'faith the Lord, I have no pleafure in the death of the 
wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live. 
So far toward our falvation is done, God meets us half 
way; he is reconciled unto us, it remains only that we 
be reconciled to him ; that we hearken to the embaSy 
5 Cor. V. 20. from him : Be reconciled to God. 

%. Jefus is the Saviour of all men, by fatisfying the 
divine juftice, and repairing God's honour in their behalf. 
The £floyal and ingratefiil behaviour of man bad fo 
wronged, fo endamaged, fo cUfhonoured God, (had fo 
abufed the goodnefs, difparaged the wifdom, iliighted the 
power, impeached and (lurred the authority of his Crea- 
tor, had fo prejudiced all the rights and interefts of 6od,) 
that by the divine wifiiom it was thought fit, that he 
fhould not be reiloredinto a capacity, of mer^y and faifiour, 
without a fignal compenfa^on made, and an exemplary 
pumtfament undergone, whereby the right of God JQiooM 
confpicuoufly be aflerted, his love of goodoefs ai^d ^£flit^ 
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ajpgrted and explained^ $J7 

of ytriekednefi (hould be remarkably demonitrated^, and SERM. 
every creature in heaven and earth ihould be folemnly I^X.XIL 
admoniihed of its duty; of the reverence and obedience 
it owes to the great Creator, of the heinous guilt and 
horrible mifchief it incurs by offending him. Such a 
compenfation man was nowife able to make, or fit to 
undergo fuch a puniihment: our Saviour therefore, out of 
infinite pity and charity, did undertake both<?v by aPhil. ii. 7. 
voluntary condefcenfion putting himfelf into the low and 
Veak ftate of man; fubje£ting himfelf unto that law 
which man was obliged unto, and fuffering the pains 
which man had deferved. This he was pleafed to do in 
man's behalf, and in our ftead ; and God was pleafed to 
accept it as fo done. <^Hi8 incarnation (or exinanition of 
himfelf^ as St. Paul calleth it) was an ad: of that high duty 
and goodnefs, that it in virtue furpafled all the obedience, 
which all creatures were able to render; that it yielded 
God more fatisfadion and more honour than the joint 
endeavours of all the world could confer. His with fo Vide CyrilU 
intenfe charity and cheerfiilnefs fulfilling all righteoufiiefs conc. p. 
dM far more pleafe God, than all our mod exa£fc obedience '^®; ^'", 
could have done; his enduring bitter pains and difgracesi&vi^^i^f^ 
(confidering the infinite dignity of his perfon, his near"^"'*^* 
relation and deamefs to God, his perfe6b innocence and 
reAitude, yea his immenfe charity, contentednefs, and 
patience) more than countervailed the puniihment due to 
^the fins of all men. Such a payment was more than 
ferved to £feharge all our debts, (it ferved to purchafe an 
overplus of graces and bleflings ;) fo rich a price was more ^P^- v. 3. 
than fufficient to ranfom all the world from captivity ; fo Heb. x. 10. 
goodly, fo pure, fo fweet, fo precious a facrifice might'*' "' 
worAily expiate and atone all the guilts of men. * ^*'* *• *'' 

Athatu inArlau. Orat, W, 485. 

(^^^/» in Johau. i. 14. 

^ 'H tttm^MH irmfurtm rw ri-n^^t i^arnVv Xvr^cf K»i mrinms wmtm '0mm^m 
y^n>» Athan, ad Adelph, Ep, 
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578 The Do&rine of Vniver/di Redempikn 

8ERM. * Now if we inquire what our Saviour did redeem^ the 

LXXH. confideration of what he paid may, as Su Atrftin teXh^^ 

Attg.inPf. ^^P ^^ irform us; Qaofriiis quidemteritP' Fidete quidde- 

zcv. deriiy ei inveniie qidd emeriti Do ye fsekj faith he, what 

he boughi'P See what he gave, and find whai he hovght. 

However, cthot as the value and fufficiency of bur Lord's 

peifonpandes, £> tfae.defign and'effeS: thereof did reach fo 

fisu: in regard toinan j tint his 4^arity was no iefs exten- 

five than his pecfdnnaace was complete, for our good, the 

Jo^n L 39. holy Scripture teaches .us. For, He is the Lamb of God 

thai takeik away ihejins. of the 'wortdj faith the Baptift. 

lohnTi. 51. Andf The Imead, iaiih he, which I gave i^ myfl^ which I 

I John ii. 3. witl give for ihe l^ of the. woridi And, H? is d pfopiiia" 

iion, faith St* John, y»r our fns; and riot only for our 

iTim.u. Jins^butfor thejms of the i0hole t&orld. And, He is the 

*• meduitf^ of God and man^ who gave himfelf {kyrlhm^v (mif 

^&fV0v) a rafifonhf ih the iiead, wdfor all men^ faith St. 

Heb. ti. 9. Paul. Aad| He tajkd death for eUerp om, faith the 

John xt.M>. author to the Hebrews. And, He w^ that one Man^ 

nTi*;!* y^^^9 ^ ** vrsji expedient, did die for the whole nation of 

3Cor.v.i9»mefiu Ands God was in him, recoHciUng the world to him* 

M^iii. lyJ^y^Wt imputing Jheir^ns. And, He came, into the' world, 

fiot to condign the morld, but that th^tOorld might by him 

l^m.Y* IB. fie faye4s (or freed from condetnnatioinO And^ As by the 

offence, of one man judgment came up6n all men tq comefeoi* 

nation^ fo by the rightedufhefs of one, metq/ came upoH all 

t<^ juftific^i^l^ pf iifo^ The end we Jee of our Saviour's 

p^i^iprpidnces. w^, that he mijght wipe oS th0 guilt <tf fi^ 

^oi^ all ncianiind^5 that he Biught tevfer£p the coddemhatio^ 

pai&d thereup^joi: a}id that be mi^t irensb9ve the puniih* 

raent due thei^t9; or, ihat^ abfolvingthe 6rft man's fin^ 

he might \9^^ it 9wayVfr<»n the 'whole race^ ^ St^ 

Athanafius fpeaks. 

Rom. iu. Ail men havefnned, and com&ykort (or^afe deftitute) of 

*^' '*• the glory of God j being juftified freely by his grace, by the 

. « Mil ^uvfuiiift i< MfMS «A.ff IXfT^ti!^' tp yii^ h Afd^m^ '^'^f ^^ w^ 
9$Hi f$«9*ytfnff i uiTifairtQ'P^^Mtn, Sec, Cyriil, Cat. 19» 

tHpaff. • ♦ V .V 
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affirtedmi explained. $f$ 

redemption that is in Chrift Jefus. Chri/i hath redeemed us SERM. 
from the curfe of the law^ being made a wfefor us^ He LXXIJ. 
waxlfom^ under the law, that he might redeem thofe u/hichQ^^m ,3^ 
jM^re under the law* He thai. knew,n9jm wasmade^,^^-^ 
(wjEis pumihed and de«dt with a» a finner,) that we might ^u 
lemode^ the righteofifnefs of God in (lim, (that we might 
be capable of being 6fteemed and. dealt with as rigbteoas 
by God upon his account.) So that the refult is, divine 
)aiHce being fully fatisfied, and the ho]:lDur of God fully 
rep^ufed, (in regard to all fins paft and future,) the n^outh 
of .y:engeanee being flopped, the claims of death and hell 
boikig ip^yjBpuated, that general fentence of condemnation 
(pafled. Ut>Qti aU Uie fens of Adam) is fufpended, death 
ce^fe^ to fAgA by any juft power, qr inevitable neceffity 5 
(it , IS, as St« P^ul iakb, aboliihed or abrogated as to any 3 Tinh. i. 
lawful rights or neceffary force it hath ;) the rigour and ^ j,j ^^^ 
jfevexityrc^ that law, which upon pabc of death exa£teth i«. 
jHoft puiidiual obedience, (and which co^fequently dodi 
ex|>Ofe all men to unavoidable condemnaiion^) is tern* 
pi^rod and abated, a foundation is liud for the fliewing 
HMuncy^ and granting paidon. In refpeA whereto, 
. 3. Oitir Lord ift the^ Saviour of all men, as having in the 
befeaUF pf mankind tranfaAed and ratified a new covenant, 
Af^ neceflary lor, and very conducible to, the falvatioh of 
,ipaxdund ; whereby falv^on is made attainable^ and jis 
reaUy .tendered unto all,, upon feafible and equal conr 
^lions. According to ,the purport, whereof upon any 
.map. (however ilained or loaded with ^Jg^ guilt of iroft 
Jieinons^tr^a^greiSons) his embracing the overturea there- 
j^fjf confentiog to, and complying With the, terms p*0- 
,po)pdc^ tlv^rein^ that is, fipperely beUeHog; and fericmfly 
vefG^f^^it^i ratumiiig to Gp<l with hieaity : dsfires and 
eat^ft arefoliitiaas to ferve him i G<A is ready to di%dnfe 
,i9^r^ and pardpn^ and i^^n^di^tely l^Qeiveth the perfon 
into grace and favour with him ; yea, the man continuing 
to perform a futhful, though imperfeft, obedience, an 
'obedfence'fcritable to mati*s natural infirmity a:hd frailty, 
and proportionable to the afiiflances afibrded him ; God 
farther promifeth to beftow ineftimable bleffingsand re^ 
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5^. The DoSirine 6f^ Uninerjal Re^kmption 

SERM. wards of joy and happinefs. That covenant which -the 
LXXIL prophets unplied of old, when (befide and beyond what 
Ha. i. ifi, the Jewiih law did import) they preached thus : fVq^ 
you, make you cleaity put away the evil of your doings, 
Uii.i. 18. ceq/e to do evil^^though yourfns be as/carlet, they JhaU 
be as white asfnow; though they be ted as crimfon, they 
lia. It. 7. JhaU be as wool. And, Let the wicked man forfake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Ijord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
EzdK.zvui.aiMl to our God, for he will abundantly pardoni And, J^ 
^^* 4he wicked man unll turn from all his fins that he hath 

committed, and keep all my Jiatutes, and do that mbich 
is lawful and right, he JhaU furely live, he JhaU not die, 
. (fo God in Ifaiah and Ezekiel declareth his intention to 
proceed with men, avowing that way of his to be mofi 
equal. and iair.) This is that covenant which our Lord 
commanded his Apoftles to declare and propound to all 
MaAxvU mankind; Go ye, (aid he to them, into the whole world, 
and preach the Go/pel to every creature; that Gofpel ac- 
Lukcxxiv. cording to which, as it is exprefled in St. Luke, repent- 
ance and remiffion offns ought to be preached in his nam^ to 
aU nations, beginning at Jerufalem; in refped:To which, St. 
Aa«v.8i. Peter fays, that God hath exalted out Lord to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to grant repentance to IJrael, and remiffion 
offns; {to grant repefiiance, that is, as the Apoftle to 
the Hebrews and Clemens Romanus fpeak, jt^rraevo/a^ riwov, 
room for repentance, or capacity to receive pardon upon 
Phil. iv.8. repentance; concerning which covenant that Cleniens, 
(the fellows-labourer of St. Paul, and whom Clemens 
Bmufuitim. Alcxandrinus calleth an Apoftle,) in that excellent, admi- 
^**^' rable, and almoft canonical Epiftle to the Corinthians, 
which, as EufeUus and Jerome tell us, was anciently 
•Etw^Mfmts publicly read in moft Churches, hath thefe remarkaUy 
Eufeb. full and clear expreffions ; sLet us, faith he, hokjleadfq/tty 

Tw, 7« hit rn9 n/»trifMV ^mrn^mv U;(^«S^cy, «r«yr) rSf »i^f$f ^urmjuimt X^ 

ytuf furmMimt vivrf tUnfn i ^i^vinrr r$4S fiit^^iitstg linr^m^wmt W mvrw* CUM* 
4uiC9rmii. . . 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



affkried and explained. 38 1 

upm the Mood of Ckrift, mdlef us fee how precious to God SBRM. 
his blood w, which being Jhed for our falvaiion, did bring ^^XXIJ^ 
the grace of repentance to the whole world. Let us at ten-- 
tivehf regard all ages, and obferve that in every generation 
the Lord granted place of repentance to them who would 
turn unto him* This is that new and better covenant y efta* 
bliflied upon better promifes, (cancelling all former^ ex- 
cepdonable, imperfeft^ and ineffe&ual compa£is, referring - 
to man's intereft and duty,) about which the ApofUe to 
the Hebrews difcourfeth^ and whereof he calleth our Lord Hth. vHi, 
the Mediator and Sponfor; in regard to which St. Patil^;ii*2^\*;j,^ 
calleth him the Mediator between God and man^ plainly 93. 
declaring all men to have a concernment and intereft there* ^ °^* " * 
in ; for this iuppofitton he ufeth as an argument proving 
God*is univerfsd defire of man's converfion and falvation : 
tVho would have all men to be favedy and to came to thei Tim. ii. 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one**^' 
Mediator between God and Tnan, the man Chrift Je/usK 
By virtue of which covenant it is, that any fuch degrees of 
love or fear toward God, fuch as men are capable of, are 
available, any righteous performances, fuch as our weak- 
nefs can produce, are acceptable, any honeft endeavours 
^ receive countenance and encouragement; and that, as 
St. Peter obferved, in every nation he thatfeareth God, amf Aat x, d>, 
worheth rigkteotfnefsy is accepted by him; although his 
fear of God be not fo intenfe^ or pure; his righteoufiieis 
not fo exa£t and unblameable, as according to extremity 
of Uw and duty, they fhoiild be. Frcnn which covenant 
fo far is any man, according to God's intention and de- 
fire, from being excluded, that all men are feriouilyin^ 
vited, vehemently exhorted, eameftly entreated to enter 
into it, and to partake the benefits exhibited thereby. 
Every man who feeleth himfelf to want thofe benefits, 
^iiA is defirous of mercy and eafe fronqi the guilt and bur- 
den of his fins, may come and welcome, ifo, every oneVbi. \v, 1. 

k Qao dido oftenditur nullum hominem fecundum naturam efTe polla- ' 
turn, fed afequalitcr omnes ad Chrifti Evangcjium provocari. Hier, ad Aug, 
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389 The DoArine o^ Vmveffai Bxdemption 

5ERM. that Mrfi^h^ eonurye to thk waders ste the Efm^elic^ 

.LXXUn Pn^ct pFiMikiiii^;'.aa«i> Jtf &ny.mmi4hifjte^hy.yt: hm 

John vii. comeiO' nte and dnnh, drieth our Ij^rdi.BXidf (Sameip'me 

^* all ye ihai are weary imd heavy laden* audi Unli giw^yon 

96. * re/i. {^vre. mitrtr> Come all to me i all men tfaemfore^ 

faith Origen, who irom the nature of fin do laJxmr^aitd 

are burdened^ are called to that reft; ^hkh i&iwitb^ Ae 

3 Cor. y. Word of Godi.) Aild^ la ChriJPs mtine^ faith 3<- PM^tt•o 

are ambqffadors, as^ though God bjf us entreaUtk :.. we*.pray 

you for Chri^sfake^ be ye reconciled to God / ihe .pttrport 

of which GEnbafly, together with its e)ctent,: he otheirwhere 

thuis exprefleth, rdbvy tBw^«7yf^Xffi roi; .aiVdjpflSro<$ vwi xat^ 

A6b zTii. rocxjs (jitT^afowy He now, proclaimeth to oilmen every where 

that thi^,Jhould repent ; h^ confequently holds forth to;aU 

the benefits annexed to repentance. But of this' we fpake 

foniderly, . > ...» 

4. Our Lord Jefuis is tke Saviour 0/ all men, m having 

purchafed and procured for 'themx^ompetentaids^ wJieoeby 

they are enabled to perform the. conditions required, cf 

them in order to theiF Mration'; to jacquire a.fufficieal 

Cph. ii. 1. jqiawieAge'of their, duty/ to fubdnc- their badtinrfiiiatkOTS 

Rom. Tii. tend lufts^ to withftand. temptations; or^hneflyy wliefi^ 

e\^ T 8 ^^ ^^^ enabled fbocerely to repent <if their fii^^'and wir 

3 Cor; m d> ceptably to perform their due ^bedie^fce. . Tbeiti3lth..€f 

^Pec. 1. i9,^|^g point, taking in^ the. confiderajtioh of ^mahi's neural 

fiate, may by gaod> confequence be inferred. from kibe 

•o Mrk •;- truth of . the points: fovegoih^» If men!;a^ jUai^urQ^y fo 

^2pJ^t ''dead intie^flesr/andlfinsv fo enfl&ved.lin;^fald;imder^£n,; 

^'^"'*' V-fo very pcone to evil^ and asreife to.^gCKid; ^jidftrli^ mi 

Max. Tyr. 43limd^.that :they oanndt- well dxEoem what they ftii^d.d(ft$ 

Diff. 23, fy leomipt and we^,.. that 'they ^oannot peri^^fvijwh^ 

they know and Gonfe& .to be good, (as St.. PjE^^k aUrmfith 

men to be,) ind confequentlyare of tbemf^lyos.xsvli^f^ 

to perform the duties acceptable, to God ^^. and nToqmfite 

> n«»nf h §! ifB^Mint Itk rh* ^nit kfiM^iat ^a mwrtSvnt jmJ m^rtffiim 

^ Si Deus non operatur in nobis, nuUius pofiumus efle pardcipes virtutis; 
fine hoc quippe bono nihil eft bonum, fine hac lace nihil eft lucidunif fine 
bac fapientia nihil fanum, fine hac juftitia nihil reAum. Dt Foe. Otmt, i. 8. 
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^fetttfdand explained, 3% 

by his appobtment towaid • their falvation^ then eidier SERM: 
our Lord bath provided for them a cornmuBication of ^^XII; 
grace fufficient to couBtervail or furmount that natural 
impotency, or all .his defigns for their good Ire impcrfeGt 
or-inconfiftenty (aiming at.aa ead^ without proving requi^ 
ike means, or removing ncceiTary obibniftions,} aiid his 
performances, whereby^ tliefofiementioned b^iefits were 
procured, do prove . inefie£tual and fruitlefi. For -God 
being appeafed, and become weUr<af&£ted to man^s falva^- 
tion, (hrine juftice being fatisfiedi the rigour of law being 
mitigated, repentance being made available^ and an obe^ 
diie»ce, agreeable to mah's frailty, becommg abeeptabl^ 
with all other the immediate r^ults of our Saviour's 
trania£tions for man, would fignify nothing ia'regard to 
him, who ftill lieth under a neceffity of finning, or im 
inability of perforlning that which is indifpenfably exacted 
from him toward a complete enjoyment of thofe benefits 
and favours. In vain is the debt piud, and the bond canr 
celled, and the prifbn, fet open, and liberty proclaimed!, 
and the prifoner called ford), if be be not himfelf able 
to jcnock off the fetters which detain him> and there is no 
help afforded, by which he may do it. But. our Lord : 
hath furely laid his. defigns more, advifedly, and>haith 
profecuted his worl^.tnoje perfeftly . WhereiFore we may 
fuppdfe that a Codjipetency. of grace and ^^piritual affiAaiice 
is by virtue of our Saviour's performance^ really imparted 
to every man, quaKfy^g him to do what God Teqiiiiet^ 
and is ready to accept frpm.him in. order to his welfare; 
that our Saviour hath fent abroad his Holy.Spintj^ (tibat 
fountain of all true goodnefs^ of all fpiritual Ught, ftrength^ 
and comfort,) like the fun, to ihine, lo^ warm^ to difpehfe • 
benign influences oyer the. wotid; jslthoughil ihincth not 
to brightly andvigprpufly, and its pr^e9C^.is^jnot fo yifible 
and fenfible in one place ^M anpjtheri which Holy Spirit> 
as it is in its eflenc^oi^tuprefent, foil ia Jil&ewifein itsTA^IjW 
energy incefilantly working (in r€*ft)na^?le «tt^ni^s» right |]|;"'?5^ 
manner, and fit $^afpn, a(f wifdom prdenrth) upon, the ••f^*/** 
minds ai|d affisiflions Of tner^ ihfufing good thoughts nnd^^^S!^ 
motions, impreffing arguments and motives to good prac o^'^i^^ 
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384 The Do&rine of Univerfal Redemption 

8ERM. tice> cherifliing and promoting good purpofes, checking 
XiXXU. \^^ defigns, reftraining and reclaiming firom bad courfes« 
Our reafon^ however aided by extorior inftruaion and 
excitement^ being unabk to deal with thofe mighty temp*- 
tations, oppofitions, and difconragements we are to en- 
counter with, he hath given us a wife and powerful Spirit, 
" to guide and advife us, to excite and encourage us, to 
relieve and fuccour us in all our religious praAice and 
fpiritual warfare. So that all deliverance from the preva- 
lency of temptation aiid fin we owe to his grace and affift^ 
ance. That to thefe purpofes the Holy Spirit is plenti- 
fully conferred upon all the vifible members of the Chrif- 
Joeiu. 38. tian Church, we have plainly declared in Scripture 5 it 
"' "* was a promife concerning the evangeUcal times, that God 
would pour forth his Spirit upon all flefli } the collation 
Jer. xxxi. thereof is a main part of the evangelical covenant, (into a 
Ezek xi. Participation of which levery Chriftian is admitted,) it 
19. being the finger of God, whereby God's law is imprefied 

J J*, •^*^' upon their inward parts, and engraven in their hearts,^ 
a Cor. iii. (as the prophets defcribe the efFefts of this covenant.) 
And the end of our Saviour's paffion is by St, Paul de* 
Gal. iii. i4.clared to be, that the hleffing of Abraham might come unto 
ike Gentiles J through Jefus Chrifi, that we might receive 
the promife of the Spirit by faith ; that is, that becoming 
Chriftians we might partake thereof. And the apoftolical 
xniniftry (that is, preaching the Gofpel, and difpenfing the 
2 Cor. iii. privileges thereof) is therefore ftyled, Siajcoyift wevjEMcro;, 
Hd>. vi. 4 ^^ ^ifiift^ of the Spirit, And the tq/iing of the heavenly 
*• g^fif ^^ partaking the Holy Ghoji, is, according to the 

ApoflJe to the Hebrews, part of the charader of a vifible 
a Thcff. ii. Chriftian, (fuch a Chriftian, who might voLpMrea-eh, faU 
nwofyy as he fuppofeth, exArecrudfy the Lord^ and expofe 
him to Jhame :) and St. Peter makes reception of the 
Holy Ghoft to be a concomitant or coniequent of bap- 
Aa»ti.aa, tifm^ Repent ^ fdth he, and be bapihced every one of you, 
*** in the name of Jefus Chri/i^for the remi^on of^ns, and ye 

fhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghofi; for the promife 
j^b. i. 13. (or that promife ojf the Spirit, whiefa is called th0 Spirit of 
promife peculiar to the Goipel) is untfi you^ and to your 
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aj/erted and explained. 385 

vHildren, and to all that are afar o/f, even as many as the SERM. 
Lord our God Jhall call: (that is, the Holy Spirit is pro- LXXIL 
mifed to all, how far diftant foever in time or place, who 
fliall be invited unto, and (hall embrace Chriftianity ;) and 
accordingly, St. Paul fdth of Chriftians, that God accord- Tit. iii. 5. 
ingio his mercy hathfaved us, by the laver of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Gho/i. And, Know ye not, f^th » Co'- «"• 
he to the Corinthians, that ye are the temple of God; and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you P (that is. Do ye not 
underftand this to be a common property and privilege 
bf Chriftians, fuch as ye profefs yourfelves to be ?) And 
the union of all Chriftians into one body doth, according to ^ Cor^xii. 
St. Paul, refult from this one Spirit, as a common foul 
imparted to them all, inanimating and a£tuating the 
whol^ foody, and every member thereof. For by one Spi- 
rit, we are all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gen- 
Hies, whether bond or free, and have been all made to drinh 
of one Spirit. And it hath been the doftrinc conftantly 
with general confent delivered in and by the Catholic 
CImrch, that to all perfdns, by the holy myftery of bap- 
tifm'duly initiated into Chriftianity, and admitted into the 
communion of Chrift*s body, the grace of the Holy Spirit 
is doinfaiutncated, enabling them to perform the con« 
ditions of piety and virtue which they undertake j and 
continually watching over them for accomplifhment of 
tbofe purpofes ; which Spirit they are admoniflied not toEph. iv.po. 
refift, to abufe, to grieve, to quench ; but to ufe it well, 7. 
and improve its grace to the working out their falvation.^^*^'"*^^* 
Thus much concerning the refult of our Saviour's per- 
formances, in this kind, in refped: to the community of 
Chriftians, we learn from the holy Scripture and eccle- 
jBaftipal tradition interpreting it ; whence we may difcem, 
that the communications of grace do not always flow 
from any fpecial love or abfolute decree coiipeming men, 
but do commonly proceed from the general kindnefs and 
mercy of God^ T>y our Lord procured for mankind 5 and 
confequently we may thence coUeft, that fomewhat of 
this nature is to the fame purpofe;^ from tl^e fame fource, 
9nd v^n the fame acc(»mt, alfo granted and difpenfed 
VOL. jii^ .9c' 
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SERM. to others. Unto ChrifiianB Indeed this great benefit (for 

l^^^^^' the reward, the eccoumgeineiit, the Aipport of their takh; 

and for prcnaotigg thek obe^enee, who aire in a neaiier 

Rapacity and more immediate tendency to falvatibB) is in 

a jnore pkntifol meafiire, and a more o<Mi%iCuon» mtancr 

difpeafed $ bat that» befides that di^eniatifin^ thene b^re 

. been other {not to plainly fignified^ or coKprefily pfomfle^ 

y«t really imparted) isomaiuincationd of gniee# in ^tne «f 

Eph. ii. 8. pijr Saviour's merits^ there are {befide the nuiin teafiMi 

Luke zziv*. alleged^ infeiriog it from our Lord'e being die Soirioar of 

Matt xvi. ^ ^tm} diineis good indacesftenta to believe. Tor wr^n 

n. thofe Chrifiiam, to whom vpoii thdr Mth Ihe Holj Sfi^ 

John xTi. ^ ^^ pFomUed and beAowed^ are by previons operations 

1 Cor. zii. iof Ood'a gtaoe (opening thehr mini$^ ineUmig thtar faoirt^ 

and teonperk^ thctir ^S^fibip^e) indwaedio ^embiaoe Ckn* 

fiianity> faith itfelf being a ffii of Cod, tmd a frwt of dir 

Holy S|Hrit. And before our JSavionr'a «omuig aU good 

^ men have tbei^eby been ui^m6lied and ' efttbled to do m^Sl* 

^And before any fpeoial^-ehr^aiiofi made^iMr aBy-paTticufaHr 

covenant ^eisa^^, (belope the inebfure (of a partieniar 

people or <?httr£d)9 the ponfinemenl: ef God'a n^iaraioolinary 

pre&nee and providence lo o«ie fflace^) dimiegnuae ap» 

peai^ rdifiufed over (evend imtioofi^ b^fiog waAdbfeA in 

guidUig tand 3»oving vam to good^ und witbdsawing them 

from •e^ ; neither is there neafon wivjr iiidi an ^fforopm^ 

tion iof ^peicieA graces and bleffings (open i^Kcial oeafiMu) 

Tfnto feme (honld berooneeived ito iimi or C9tttra& <3tid'a 

general lafyK)^, lor to iwithdraifv' hia •ondinafly grooea fioaa 

Eph. ii. 4, others. God iwtAy {{svho U '^h^^ios hf ihiso^ nick in incray ^ 

yea, bath mtpSsi^fxAii ^hm» x^'^ tm&Jj^e lichn .^ 

grace) ia not fo poor or pariSmoiMRia, tiiait hoingiiberai ltd 

(i»ne fhovM wnds(r him Upmaiog tonwd *aihen^4 Ua 

* Ex quQ perfpicuum fit na«tura omuibius ineiTe Dqi ^otitiaipy nee quem- 
quam tine Chdft(f nafci, et non habere femina in Te faptendse, juAifise, leli- 
qoarumque virtatum. -Unde tnulti dbfque Mt, et Evangelio CbriiliTd fa- 
pieRteria^untiiiiq«a^velian6ley &e. W^.lnOMUt.'u 

^ Seoundum -Scriptviram credirpus etpitfiune conlitemur, quodnuxiquain 
univeriitatt hominum divinse providentiae cura defuerit. Quem lipet exoos^ 
turn libr populum fpecial^bus ad pietatem dircxerit inftitutis, num tanoien na- 
tifini hmnmum bonitatis fus dcHTdtlab^uaxit^ ftc. D4 ficat, O^ritA, fil 
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gs?|c§ 19 npt liJfLe Ujc fea, wh^pl^ if it pverflour upon ow SERM. 
fyas^ jaav^ tl^^xeiotp refits from ^|iptb^ 5 if it gro^^^p ^XXII. 
i|^ 9m plftOi^r flawft l?W>Wfi (haUower ip appther. j^^ th^Mic. ii. 7. 
i^»«< e/* ff^ i^rdM^^itme^ f iXl^^, qwftion in Micahi* ' 

wcrther qu?8ipn ii^ Ifeffth • No; Tk^ Lard's hand %$ not^'^' *• 
Mm^9^% ihqi if mnn9t fs^vfis nor big e^r ImvVf that it 
cqnn^t kmr ; ^^t ^j ^% in any p}ap(» I hp i# nP l^fs abje;, 
119 left t^Y A»n )^e (^vi^r wa»> \o afiqr4 help to Jiis poor 
preaturp^ wb«mvw it i^ 06^4^4 Qr pppqnw^* A? ther9Gcn.«.3. 
wr^s cf <^4 <ui Abime^pch ifmong tl^i? PJiiliftirnw, wbom"^*'®' 
Ood by fp^iftl wi^rping detierred f?oxa ppmn^iSon of fin; 
a diviiip M^lphife4§ck aniong fliQ C^mwiitf^^} ^ di&p^t 
pd bow^ Jetbro ii| Midianj a v^ry religious ap4 . vir-r Exod. xylii. 
twW9 Job in Arabia; who by powpiyii^S ^i*l^ Qo^"^ 
gmoe^ ([)id f vi4e^c^ tb|S cppomimicatiQii tbar^f in ffs^v^ral 
Iiaci09» J 1S> it i^ »ot unr9a(p$iptbJi9 tp ftipppfc^ tb^ l^e caufe 
mwy altbQUgh w/* cawot by Wp ittt^ftatipn certify Qon-r 
G^qiing tJtm p^xtU^ul^ ^fli^s thereof. W(9 may at l^di^Ka^'Uu^* 
di&em a^d fli^w ve^ .oop%i<?jiQtts fqotftpp? pf <Uyinft|,^^'*^^;J. 
©«59> .wpN^Ving in l^rt, w>4 pi«4wing np 4efpicaWe fruity ^^- ««* sf^- 
^ Q)9i4 virii^e, (of jja^pQ %nd bpwfty, tenjpeiance a^d fo^ ^/!i'; ^/^*. 
bri«ty» bf^nigRity mA boupty, o^ui^g^ and conftancy in 
worthy enterprifes, meekness, patience, modefty, pruden^O) 
aid diffi0tipn^ y^, of pi^ty and divPtipR in fome mann^r>) 
^^ wmm PWPn^i Whfefe if w^ dp upt ajloyr to havQ 
b^^ j^ ^ jffX9^ fp conjplet?, ^ tp inftate thp perfqnii 
fp4fl«4 Wljh IthiPIP, i^r pmSifer^ pf thfffljj i^ Gpd's ta- 

VMr^fMr tp\biwg Jfe»m W fijyatipa'^s y^t thpfc qualities 
^ fl^i^W (in 4we«t or in ipatt^ a)t l^aft, fp goocl aa4 
^ ppufplTiqaHa ^ |jrQ4'§ te«y) W® «W )m^y dwy to hay© 
b«W ^^ 8?ft^ qf <?p4> ftn4 tbP eff§^ of divine grax?i9 1 
they at leaft themfelves acknowledged fo much ; for. Nulla 

^ Morti^pp Vitan^ ^1^e|faNre j^4q<l^ aeterpaix) cppfeffp nop ^pffu][i^. Pr</. 
ptr in Coilai* cap. 36. 

NejGr^9 yj; pi?pi|? #^ ^iqw) a|flatia djviup ^p^Hiiip fuit. Cie. de Naf, 
Dtorum xufuhjin* 

C c a 
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388 The Do^ine of Vnwerfal Redemption 

T YY^'-^^^ D«) mens bona eft. No mind is good without God, find 

^ 1 Seneca o; and, ©»i« (lolpat fctlvercu vrapayiYWfiAfi ^ «fw^ 

els votfPLylvrrm, Virtue appears to proceed from a divine dif- 
penfation to them who partaie of it, fiud Socmte»Pr and, 
A* oipig-M f6<r$ii, Aftf iaSi]ri}<ri/xoi W p^erploi t^j ixpag ipenis trp&j 
rijy tvp^ttniy fjox^pieof xet^^mpft^M-fMvm, iiovireu ^ayotvis-e 04» % 
fyXXvprropog t?; eri rei hirtqa Tdt xpshroo powrig xei X«*gfl^»y/«f * 
The left natured fouls being c&nftituied in the middle be* 
tween the higheft virtue aid extreme witfkednefs, do need 
God to be their fuccourer and nfftjiant in the inclining and 
leading them to the better fide ^ faith Max. Tyr. xxii; St; 
Auftin himfelf, who feems the leaft fafvoiirable in bis 
judgment eonceming their a^ons and ilate, who csdls 
their virtues but images and ihadows of virtue {iionverasi 
fed verifimiles) fplendid fins ; ackilowledgeii thdfe virtu- 
—Del do- ous difpofitions and deeds to be the gifts of God, to be 
130. Aug. laudable, to procure fome reward, to avail fo far, that 
they, becaufe of them,' fliall receive a more tolerable and 
mild treatment from divine juftieei which things con- 
fidered, fuch perfons do at leaft, by virtue of gva6e im- 
parted to them, <} obtain fome part of falvation, or an im* 
perfefl: kind of falvation, which they Q,we to our Lord; 
and in regard whereto he may be eaUed in a fort Aeir 
Saviour. - ./ 

But although the torrent of natural pravity hath -ptd^ 
vailed fo far, as that we cannot affign or nominate any 
(among thofe who have lived out bf the pale) who eef- 
tainly or probably have obtained felvation, yet dc^h it 
not follow thence, that a fufficient grace was wanting to 
them. The moft univerfal pr^ice contrary to the' intonts^ 
of grace doth not evince a defeft of grac^. For we fee 
that the fame caufehath in a manner univerfaillyoverbbrne 

• Sen. Ep. 73. - 

— -Quse fecuncram jaftitiae regulam non folum Titoperare non pofiUmus, 
fed etiam merito refteque laudamus. Aug, de Splr, et Ltt, ca.^ 27. 

P Plat. MeAon. ad finem. 

4 Tolerabilius puniantur. Minus FabriCms qiiam Catilina punietur, ^^c. 
-non vcras virtutes habendo> fcdii veris rirtutibas non plurimum dcviando.. 
Aug, 
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and defeated other means and methods defigned and dif- SERM. 
penfed by God for the inftru£don and emendation of man* LXXII. 
kind. — — — 



. God^s Spirit did long ftrive with the inhabitants of the Gen. vi. a. 
eld world: yet no more than one family was bettered or^^. 
faved thereby. God by his good Spirit inftni&ed the If- 
melites in the wildemefs, as Nehemiah faith> yet noNeh.iz.3o» 
more than two perfons did get into Canaan : that people 
afterward had afforded to them great advantages of know* 
ledge and excitements to piety, (fo that God intimates, that 
he could not have done more for them, in that regard, than 
he had done.) Yet, There is none that underftandethy or/eekt i^'^* v* .^• 
e/A o/Jf^ Go£2, was a complaint in the beft times. The^Pa* 
gans had the means of knowing Grod, as St. Paul affirm* Rom. i. si* 
eth, yet generally they grew vain in their imagmations, 
and their foolifh heart was darkened; from which like 
c^es and examples we may infer, that divine grace might 
be really imparted, although no etk& correfpondent to its 
siain defign were produced* Neither, becaufe we cannot 
allege any evident Inftances of .perfons converted or laved 
by virtue of this grace, (this parcior occulttorque grathy 
more /paring andfecrei grace, as the good writer de Voca^ 
iione Gentium calls it,) are we forced to grant there were 
none fucb ; but as in Ifirael when Ellas faid, the children 
of Ifrael haxe forfaken GoJCs covenant , thrown down Ai^i King;s 
altarsy andjlain his prophets with the/word; and /, lonly^^^* ^** ^®* 
'Om left; there were yet in Ifrael, living clofely,7^^» 
ihoufand knees, who had not bowed to Baal : fo among the 
generations of men, commonly overgrown with ignorance 
and inqpiety, there might, for all that we can know, be 
divers perfons indifcemible to common view, who, by 
complying with the influences of God's grace, have ob- 
tained competently to know God^ and to reverence him ;; 
fihcerely to love goodnefs, and hate wickednefs ; with an 
Jioneft heart, to obferve the laws of reafon and righteouf* 
nefs^ in fuch a manner and degree which God might ac- 
cept; fo that the grace afforded might not oiAy Jufficere . 
omnibus in te/iimonium, (fuffice to convince all men,) but 
quibufdam in remediwn, {to corre6i and curefome,) as that 

CC3 
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350 The DoStriiie of ifniverfai Redemption 

S EH M. writer de F6c. G^L fpbaki. ' Tht cohfidfefirtidft of God'i 
LXXIl. nAttife AAd provktettoe doth fenre IFartfe^i- to perfUade {he 
Pfal. cxlv. truth of this aflertion. If God h^ rich in mercy and 
^' bounty toward ail his ereiathres, a^ ifilch, (ancl ftrtSh he 

fi^4\iettUy affttts himfelf to bte,) if he bfe all^prcfait and 
all-pi-ovidetit, ad h^ cettaiiily is, hdtv fcan we fconfe^iv^ 
hita to ft^hd as an Urtboilcertied fpeftatof of t^hit ifl^n do, 
in afi&irt of thii conlfe^hcc ? That hjb fliduW bfe prfefeht 
beholding men to run pVecipitahUy ftitb dfeTperate taMf* 
diitfs and ihlfcaniag6i, V^^ithoUl ftlfiWhg to ftay 6r ob- 
ftma them 5 fthi^ling With thdr Vice^ arid ftflUei, "mtti- 
o^t afibfding them ahy relief or furtherance ; aflknlted by 
ftfdiig temptations, without yielding iny fuppdrt or Rife* 
cbur; panting d^er reft and eaife^ wilhbUt vbuchfefing 
fome guidance and dffiftanCe toward the bbtaiUihg them ? 
HoSv can he fee men invincibly ferrihg arid inefvitabiy lift-' 
tiing, without making good what thfe Pfalmtft Ikys of 
Pfal.xzv.8.him! Gmd and upright is the Lotdy therefdre ivill M 
teach finners in the way ; to withhold his grace iti fiich 
cafes, feemeth incohfifteAt with the kind and compaf- 
floAate hatiit^ of G6d, eli)ecially fttch as ^otyit ifends, 
bfeing reconbiJed to ubankind^ by the Mbdiafo'r ofXhd inii 
ihen, Chrijt Jefus. He dfo, that ife fo boUUliful and in- 
dulgent toward all men m regard td their bodies a^d tefti- 
Pfal.cffi.4.poral ftate; ivho preferve^h ikdr life from deHmSHoh, 
who ^rbteSfeth th^m Continually frorii danger aAd ihif- 
cxlv. 16. fehieJF; who op&neth his hdhdy and fatisjieth the 3^tks of 
cvii. 9. in^ living thing; who fatisjieth the longing font, am 
fitkth ikk kmgry fM with gdodnejfsi ^o, as St. Patd 
Aasxiv. l^akfe^,^lrfA rneh's hearts withfitdd uWA gladnefs; h it 
*^' Hkely th&t he fliouW altogether neglcft thfeir ^irft^al V<^6t 

fare, and leave Iheir fbiils uttierly dt^ftitute of all fuftenatace 
df comfort 5 that hte fhould fuflffer th^m to He fatally i65r- 
pbfed to eflernaidftath juid ruin, without offering kny meahs 
of redi^efs br recovery? To conceive fo of Cod, feemfed Veyy 
uft*eifonable even to a Pagan philofophet : t>o you ihiiik, 
Mw.Tyr. ftjth Max. Tyriufe, iMt divination^ poetry y aiHd Jicck like 
ikingSy nYe by ^ihe irt/piration ihfinuated iHto ni^^sjhuis, 
Md that vhiik <fb ±ueh better, ahd fi) much iaxer ^ &hig) 
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i$th0wwk of moral art? 'You kamforfooth a wwrthy con^ SBRM. 
^ 0^ Gody ivho take him to be liberal in beftowmg mean I^XXII. 
thingSy andjparing of better things. He that, as St. Paul A6U xvii. 
laitb> giveth to aU men Ufe^ breath, and all things, wSl he^^* 
witbhold from any that beft of gifts, and moft worthy of 
him to ^ve> that grace whereby he may be able to ferre 
hup, td preife hjiUy to glorify him, yea, to pleafe and 
gratify him ; to iave a creature and fobjcA of his ; the 
thing wberein he (b much ddighteth ? From hence alfo, Aas xiv. 
thiMt God hajth voucfaiafed general teftimonieg of hia good- w u tgl 
iief»% indboem«Kl8 to leok. hini^ fiootft&ps whereby he may^^* >^* 
\^ di&oyeDed and' knoim, a li^t of reafbn and law of 
nidtte written upon men's hearts; attended with iatisfac** 
ttoiiSf and checks of confcience ; fo many difpoiitions to 
l^nowledge and obedience^ as St. Paul teacbeth us$ we 
niay colle£l that he is not deficient in communicating in- 
tmor aflifiaooes, i»'omoting the good ufe and unprove-» 
ment of tfaofe talents ; for that otherwife the beftowing 
them is frufiraneous and ufelefs ; being able to produce 
te good eife& ; yea, it rather is an aiigum^>t of uiddnd^ 
Ofifr, being apt only to produce an ill effied: in thofe upon 
whom at ia conferred ; an aggravation of fin, an accumu-* 
lation of guilt and wrath upon them. 
' If it be iaid, that having iuch grace is hiconfiftent with 
the want of an ^qdicit knowledge of Chrift, and of faith 
i9 Mm ; why may not we iay, that as probably (fo St* 
QirySoAmn, vid. Mont, jipp; h) moft good people before 
our Lord's coming received grace without any fuch 
knowledge or ftith; that as to idiots and infEuits, our Sa* 
viour^s meritorious perfonnances are applied (in a manner 
unknowable -by us) without fo much as a capacity t« 
know or believe any thing; that fo we (to whom Gkxi's 
jiidgiQeiits tare infcrutable, and his ways unihvefligable) l^m. xi. 
know not how grace may be commfunicated unto, and 
Chriflfa merits may avail for oth^ ignomnt perfons ? in 
refpe£k to whom we may apply that of St. John; TA^Johni. 5. 

c c4 
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S£RM. light Jhineth in darknefs^ and.the darknefs comprehended it- 
• not. However, that fuch perfons may have a grace, ca— 



pacifying them to arrive to that knowledge and faith, tCT' 
which fuller communications of grace are promifed ; fo* 
that in reafonable efteem (ag we fhall prefently Ihew) the 
revelation of evangelical truth, and the gift of faith, may 
be fuppofed to be conferred upon all men — fo that we 
Rev. Hi. 30. may apply to them that in the Revelation; Behold, IJiand, 
n 7!f^Ti7-^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ knock } if any man will hear my voice, and 
xtft^f^f open the doovy I will come in unto htm, and f up with hintj' 
3ohnix.Ai.and he with me; (that is. Behold, I allure etery man to the^ 
XV. 22. knowledge and embracing of Chriftianity; if any man will 
open his mind and heart, fo as to comply with my folici-: 
tations, I am ready to beftow upon him the participation 
of evangelical mercies and bleffings :) and to fuchper'^ 
foris thofe promifes and rules in the Gofpel may apper- 
Lukcxi. tain; He that q/keth receivethj he that .feeketh Jmd^th ^ 
' ' to him that knocketh itjhall he opened : The heavenly Fa- 
Luke xix. f/ig^ j^iii giyQ ii^^ jjqI^ Spirit to them tttat ajk him. He 
that is h cAo^iVtif) iris-os, {faithful injhe ufe of the ,leq/i 
Luke xix. grace,) fhall be rewarded. And, To him that hath (or that 
^^* diligently keepeth and hufbandeth what he hath) Jhall 

more be given* 

And how God fometimes dealeth with fuch perfons the 
eminent inflances of St. Paul and Cornelius do (hew. But 
concerning this point I fpake fomewhat before, and have 
perhaps been too large now ; I fhall only add that £iying 
of the wife writer de Voc, Gen. A pious mind, faith he^ 
JhouM not, I think, he troubled at that queftion, which is 
made concerning the converfion of all, or not all men ; if 
we will not obfcure thofe things which are clear, by thqfe 
things which arejecret; and while we wantonly infyiupoh 
things Jhut up, we be not excluded from thofe which care 
open andplain^. Which in efre6t is the fame with this ; 
that fince we are plainly taught, that our Lord is the Sa* 

• Puto quod plus fenfus non debeat in ea quaeftione turban, quat de om- 
nium et non omnium hominum converfione generatur ; ii ea quae clara funt 
wm de his quae occulta funt obfcuremus, et dam procaciter infiftimus claufis 
cxdudamur ab apertu, &;. Lit. u cap, s. . 
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viour of all men; and it is confequent thence, that he SERM. 
hath procured grace fufficiently capacifying all men to LXXII. 
obtain falvation; we need not perplex the bufinefs, or 
obfcure fo apparent a truth, by debating how that grace 
is imparted; or by labouring overmuch in reconciling the 
difpenfation thereof with other difpenfations of Provi- 
dence. 
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SERMON LXXIIL 



THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED. 



I Tim. iv. lo. 

The living God; who is ilie Saviour of all men^ 
efpecially of thofe that believe. 

SERM. 5* Jesus is the Saviour of all men, as the condudor of 
LXXIIL all men into and through the way of falvation. It is a 
■ very proper title, and moft due to thofe brave captains, 
who by their wifdom and valour have freed their country 
from ftraits and oppreffions. So were thofe judges and 
princes, who anciently delivered Ifrael from their enemies, 
Nch.ix.37* commonly ftyled: In the time of their trouble, fay the 
Levites in Nehemiah, when they cried unto thee, thou 
keardeft them from heaven; and, according to thy manifold 
mercies, thou gaveji them Saviours, who faved them out of 
Jodg. iiL 9> the hand of the enemy ; fo are Othniel and Ehud particu- 
A^ .. 3 larly called; and Mofes fignally : The fame, faith St. Ste- 
phen of him, did God fend to be apxpyra xa< Xurpwr^if, a 
Commander and a Saviour (or Redeemer) to the children 
of Ifrael ; for that he by a worthy and happy condud 
did free them from the Egyptian flavery. And thus was 
Demetrius by the Athenians (for his delivering them 
from the Macedonian fubje£tion, and reftoring their li- 
berty to them) entitled, euepyiTvis xa) a-cor^p, a benefaSior 
andfaviour. Thus with greateft reafon is Jefus fo called, 
Hcb«ii.io.as being apx^i^yos rij^ ceorv^plas, the Captain of Salvation^ 
Aasiii. 15. (fo he is galled by the Apoftle to the Hebrews,) apxvi^i 
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?db?c^ [the Captmn of Life, a& St* Peter names hifli, th* SERM« 
difef L^adfer untd eternal lUfe,) itf>xnyM ffia^^i {the Cap- LXXIIf> 
t(iin tfoUT Faith ; he that hath revealed that faring 6ioc^ Heb. xu^^k^ 
trihe, Which is the pbWer of God to falvatioti and thefe Rom. i. 16. 
titles we have conjoined by St. t*eter in the Afts } Him AasYi ^4 
kiih Odd eacaltedf StfX'^^ *^^ a-^r^pa, as n Cdptnin And a 
Sttvioufy to give repentdnve unto Ifrtidy and refniffion of 
fins. TThis he is to us feveral ways, by dlteCBon both ift* 
ftfthftive and exeriiplary; by his proteaidh and govfem- 
khfce; by his thating ^nd quelling the etiemies of man's 
MVAtioti ; whfch things taore fpecially and completely bd 
hath p^ofthed in refpeft to faithful Chriftiahs, yet in A 
manner dlfo he hath truly done them for and tovifard all 
iftfeh ; as wd ftall diftinaiy confider. 

8. JeluS is the Saviour of all nten, vsre fay, ks having 
perfectly difc^vered and demonftrated the way and means 
of falvation ; the gmcious purpofes of God concerning 
h ; the duties required by God in order to it ; the grefet 
httlps and encdui^gements to feek it 5 the mighty detfcr- ♦ 
' nklnts fhdih heglefting it ; the whole will of Ood, and 
^Jbnceftimiftnt of man in relation thereto; briefly, all faving 
troths he liath revealed unto all men : mjfjleries of truths Coi. i. 26. 
whSfch v/ere hidden frofn ages and generations, vrtiich no ^^ *^'* 
taslty of ^nan tould inveht, no underftanding cotiM reaeh, 
no rea.fon could by difcuffion clear, (concerning the na*^ 
ttire, prbviiience, will, and purpofe of God ; the nature, 
dii^hal, aftd flate of man ; concerning the laws attd rules 
of praftice, the helps thereto, the rewards thereof, what- 
ever is important for us to know in order to hiappinefs,) 
hte SSA plainly difcblrer, and bring to light; he did with 
v^d forts of demonftration affert and confirm. The doiiig 
wlndi, i2Ls having lb much efficacy toward falvatioti, and 
beitag tl^rdinaHly fo neceffary thereto,) is often calltdjfeti^ 
ihg; lis p^rtitolarly by St. James; When he fjuith, Hi* Jam. v. ao. 
ftetf iufiis afimerfrom the tfr6r of his tuayyJhaU Jbife « 
fM fftm death. And by St. Paul ; take heed to thy 1 Tim. It. 
W€¥i^fa SofMnd^ f&rjh doing ihotJkaltf(n/e thgjklf, and '*' 
% lieatm. that ^r Lord hath thus {accoWfaig td hi^ 
^^1 and aec(n-ding torbafonabk e&tttii) Jbvei <M mtn^ 1 Cor. ix. 
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39* ^he DaSttine of Univerfal Ademption 

SERM. ^® are authorized by the holy Scripture to fay; for he is 
LXXIII. there reprefented to be the light of the world; the true 
Rom. xi. %'*^ '*^' enlighteneth every man coming into the world: 
the day ^fpring from on high, which hath vifited us, to give 
fl Tim. ill. j^^f^ ^^ ^^^^ that ft in darknefs and the Jhadow of deaths 
09fUmith and to guide owrfeet in the way of peace. By bim the 
^ba^Tm. fo^i^g grace of God hath appeared unto all men. By bun 
Luke*^* (as Ilaiah prophefied, and St. John the Baptift applied it) 
Tit. ii.'ii.' allflejh did fee thefalvation of God. Of him it was alfo 
a^lim. i. f^^^^^^> ^ •S^* P^^ teacheth us^ I havefet thee for the 
^®* ... %^^ ^S ^^ nations J that thou fumldeft be for faluation 
ABiTL^u ' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 9f ^^ earth. Coming he preached peace 'Toi$ 
^- .. [MMpeiv xtf) rtiif iyyifg {longe lateque) to them that werefar^, 
'and them that were near^ that is, to all men every where. 
Johaix. 5. While I am in the world, faid he, I am the light of the 
worlds fhining, like the fun, indifferently unto all; and 
when he withdrew his corporal prefence, he farther vir- 
tually difiufed his light, for he fent his meflengers with k 
f general commiffion and command to teach all men con- 
cerning the benefits procured for them, and the duties re- 
i^'^io*^"* quired from them ;. Going into the world, make all nations . 
difdples, teaching them to olferve all that I commanded^ 
Mark xTi. you. Going into the world, preach the Gojpel unto every 
**• creature, (or, to the whole creation : fo it ought to be.) 

Luke zziv. That in his namejhould be preached repentance and remif' 
Aon qffns unto all nations. And fuch was the tenor of 
Ads zxii. the apoflolical commiflion; Thoufhalt be witnefs for him 
IS. XXVI. fQ^Qfd qU ff^gfi^ faid Ananias to St. Paul. Accordingly, 
in compliance with thofe orders, did the ApofUes, in 
God's name, in(hu£t and admonifh all men, plainly teadh- 
ing, ferioufly inviting to, ilrongly perfuading, and eamefl* 
ly entreating all men to embrace the truth, and enjoy the 
ACtii xvii. benefits, of the Gofpel, and confequently to be faved: The 
^^' times of ignorance, faith St. Paul, God having winked at, 

^^''^'^^' doth now invite all men every where to repent: and, fFe 
are ambqffadors for Chrift; as though God did befeechyou 
by us, we pray you in ChrifVsJlead, be reconciled to Godr* 
We pray you, you as members of that world, which Gtxl 
Colof.i.s».^a» in CWfl reconcilh^ to himfelf; and. We preach 
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Chryi-^^^^wafniftg every many and teaching every man in SERM. 
all wifdom, thai we may prefeni every man perfeB in Ckrift LXXIII. 
JefuSj (or, render every man a good Chriftian.) Thus was Aa8u.4o. 
the Gofpel, according to our Saviour's intent and order, 
preached, as St. Paul faith of it, Iv irawnj tj[ xrhra tJ (nco tov 
ovgavoy, in the whole creation under heaven; thus did God Col. L 23. 
(hew, that he would have all men to lefoved, and to c(>f7ieiTim.u.4. 
io the knowledge of the truth ; whence our Lord (in re- 
gard to the nature and delign of his performance in this 
kind) is the common Saviour, as the common mafter of 
truth, and enlightener of the world, and proclaimer of John i. iiu 
God's will to mankind. 

' If now it be inquired or objected; why then is not the 
Gofpel revealed unto all men ? How comes it to pafs, that 
no found of this faving word, no glimpfe of this heavenly 
light, doth arrive to many nations ? How can fo general 
and large intention confift with fo particular and fparing 
execution ? What benefit can we imagine them capable 
to receive from this performance of our Saviour, who ftill Luke i. 74. 
do fit in total ignorance of the Gofpel, in darknefs, and^*"*''^'^*' 
the ihadow of death? How can they call upon him «nRom.x.i4. 
wham they believe iiot f And how can they believe in him , 
of whom they have not heard P 

To this fuggeftion I anfwer, 

!• That God's intentions are not to be interpreted, nor 
fa» performances eftimated by events,, depending on the 
cOTtingericy of human aAions, but by his own declara- 
tions and precepts, together with the ordinary provifion of 
competent means, in their own nature fufficient to pro- 
duce thofe effe£ks which he declares himfelf to intend or 
to perform. What he reveals himfelf to defign, he doth 
really defign it; what he fays, that he performeth; he 
(according to moral efteem, that is, fo far as to .ground 
duties of gratitude and honour, procieedings of jufl:ice and 
reward) doth perform^ although the thing upon other tkc- 
counts be not eflefibed. 

Thus, for inftance, God would- have all men to live to- 
gether here in peace, h% order, in health, convenientlyy 
eomfoTtably, eheerfully ; according to reafon, with virtue 
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9SEM. wd juftip^j and Jn the beft fta^t© toward ha;pimiB&: loi 
ixXiti. tbtfe purpQf<»« ha bath ^pdlied (hm^ with riefafQiMi.|;)lQ $|:i 
cwUie9, h^ hath engraven on their niipd^ s^ natur$kl JpiWj h© 
hath fumih^d tb#m with aU forts qf iBfirwn9»t3 an4 he^ 
opndwcibI« tQ thpfa i«4i j h§ prpoioi^ith them by 4ifp^- 
&ti<)q^ pf prpvid^¥?e^ wd, prpbably, by mt^ijal i^fluT 
enqe^ of grape > yet crftep aU thpfe wmp^ by thp per- 
vfirfenefs.and ^i^pidity of pien^ dp prove inpfib^i^al^ fo th^t 
wars^ difprdetrPf difea&^j vipe^^ iniquitj^ss fuid oppr^^)[|^ 
trpubtes and roifofk»* do poflin^pply ab^nnd in the world* 
X^kewife God de^re^, diiat i» his Phnrch, knowi^dg^.^ 
piety, peace and charity, and good.ord^r ibouU grPW mi 
SovJiih ; tQ whiph purppfe^ he ha* appoint^ teachers to 
ipftFH^, and goyemprs tQ watpb prer hi« ppppje « Im haA 
obUged eaah.nian to advife apd v^^mmiih bi^ brpther; he 
hath declared holy precepte and rules qf praiStigej be 
halh f^-pppunded vaft encpij^rag^nnpnts and re^^ardgj asd 
thi^ealtienQd dreadful pyni(bn»^t| ; he hath promj(ed m^ 
dpith afford requifitp ^Mmom j heinf imW alw^i pre-? 
1^ and ready m ^ompte thofe end# by hif gra^ s y^ 
uptwlthflanding, by the yohmtary i^le^ of ^b)^ pf 
thefe m99m, (the guides being blind# negUg^t^ wlaith^ 
fill 5 or the people being indpeile, fleg^(h> refirftftiwy j qr 
both perverted with bad affefS^pps^) ipften ig^rance, 
errpr^ >ind impiety pi^v^, k?ve i# ep<4 w4 deail, fphifins 
a^d fa^on9 a^ life i^ the ^hurph' Whi^ eyes4# ^a ^ 
to he xipnceiyed derogatory to Opfl'^ gppd-wiU md gppd 
ipjbepiupnf » o^ jtp hi§ kind wd peF^MW prpvidenpe >«>vww4 

njep ; hu^t we ^re nptwijthft^ing tP eA^ffi ^d ^ftkftpiy- 
If^ge hkQ the imhpr wd dfWM^of }j^ j^»^ thi^s j in 
5e<peft to them no left Weffing aifd pijai^ng him^ tim '^ 
they w^^ j^eeJly a^pomplifbed by n]iaa^^ oosq^fl^^ iffd 

ep^npUanee 5 he having dpne hi/j p^ \^ th^t 4u^ me^we 

fl^ naanaer which wifdpm pr/CWpts j hWBg i^ep5i f^i^ 
thue toe> ft^ when Aey are effe^f §^ Corf ib#vjug«^- 
prefsly declared, that he would havp juM fflf^p tp kPPWitf^ 

e«ihtpc^ the Qpfpd, hiiiYi^g m^ ^ ym^f^^ wojm^- 
t)m itheiierfi h^ii« fep* fprih Apoftfe^ ^ 4i^feB?N» i^ 

eirery yhefe, }wfks pbHged Wi^ry m^ Jp /^|#r hj|# fe^ 
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eodearoor U>w$Lfd the propagftti<in thei^j if by tlie SERMf 
wttht of jfideltty^ «eftl, orinduftry in th^m, to whom tbiu LXXllI, 
out 1% mtn^tdf or upon wbcwn tbi* duty i« inciunb^at ; " 

or if by the cfo-eleflbefs ^od ftupidity of thofe^ who <io not 
regard what is done in the world; or if by m^n'a volun<« 
tary ibutisng th^ eye9» or ftoppii^ their ear^, (as tb9 
Jewa did of o}d to tbe prophetical inftrudioos and adoio^ 
lAiona,) God's heavenly truth becometh not univerfaUy 
known^ it is not neafonable to impute tbie defailance to 
God« or U> coiaceive him therefore not univeriaUy to de^ 
fee and defign nion's infiru£Uon imd ftlvatipn coniequent 
tlMsieon. Let me^ for the iUufiratjon of xlm matter^ put 9 
cafe, or profiound a fimilitude. Suj^fe a great kingdom^ 
Gonfiftmg of fereral prorincea^ &ould have revolted from 
dieir fov&niga ; dafelaiming his Authority, negle^ing and 
diibbeying his laws ( that the good prince, out of hia 
^Qodnefs and phy toward them, (and upon other good 
omfidcratiotts movibg him thereto^ fuppofe the mediatioa 
ef fab own fen,) inOead of pnofeeutii^ th^m with deserved 
ntsgeanoe, ifaould grant a general pardon amd ajmnefty* in 
thttp terms, or upon thefe condykiona ; that whoeiirer of 
tbofe itbeb willingly ihould oame in, Acls;nQtv)e4ge hia 
findty and promife hitxare loyalty, or obedience to h)a lawa 
dodmaui to them, (hould be neceived iiito favour, have im^ 
panity^ enjoy *protfi^on, and obtain rewaid^ frpm him^ 
(toliher, fiDr the effoftpaiing this gmjoiom intent, fuppofe 
that he fhould appoint and commiffionate meiTengers, 
empowering and charing them to divulge the purport of 
this aft of grace to all the people of that kingdom. Ad- 
mit now^ that theie meiTepgers fhould go forth and feat 
themfdk^es only tn fome provinces of that kingdom, pror 
claiming this univerfal pardon (univerfal as to the defign, 
and .as to the tenor thereof) only in thofe, lieglefting 
others ; or that flriving to propagate it farther, they fliovild 
foe rejeifted and repeUed s or that £rom any the like caufe 
the knowledge thereof fhould not reach to fome remoter 
provinces.; it 13 pWi^ that indeed the effeft of that pardon 
would be obftrufted by fuch a -carriage of the affair; but 
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. 400 The DoSirine of Univerfal Redemption 

8ERM. the tenor of that a6k would not thereby be altered; hot 
LXXIII. would the failure in execution (confequent upon the minii^ 
fters' or the people's mifbehaviour) detraS: from the real 
amplitude of the prince's intent^ no more^ than the wilfal 
incredulity, refufal, or non-compliance of fome perfons, 
where the bufinefs is promulged and notified, would pre* 
judice the fame. It is plain the prince meant favourably 
toward all, and provided carefully for them ; although by 
accid^it (not imputable to him) the defigned ^vours and 
benefits do not reach all. The cafe fo plainly fuits our 
purpofe, that I need not make any application. The hdy 
Fathers do by feveral like fimilitudes endeavour to il<* 
luftrate this matter, and fomewhat to aflbil the difficulty.^ 
They compare our Saviour to the fun *, who fhines indif- 
ferently to all the world, although there be fome private 
comers and fecret caves, to which his light doth not 
come ; although fome ibut their windows or their e3re8^ 
and exclude it ; although fome are blind, and do not fee 
it. ^ That myftical Sun of Righteoufnefs, faith St. Am- 
brofe, is rifen to all, came to all, did fuffer and rofe again 

for all ^but if any one doth not believe in Cbrift, he 

defrauds himfelf of the general benefit. As if cme {hutting 
the windows fhould exclude the beams of tibe fun, the 
fun is not therefore not rifen to all. <^They compare our 
Lord to a phyfician, who profefles to relieve and cure all 
that (hall have recourfe to his help; but doth cure only 

Protrep. 

Haarye that are far : hear ye that are near : the tovrd it not hid to any i it »> 
a common light : itfiineth to all men ; there is no Cimmerian in the ffbrd, 

^ Mjrfticus Sol ille juftitiae omnibus ortus eft, omnibus yenit, onmiba^ 
paflus eft, ct omnibus rcfurrcxit — fi quis autem non credit in Chriflumy gc* 
nerali bcneficio fe fraudat, ut ii quis claufis feneflris radios folis excludat, 
non ideo fol non ortus eft omnibus, &c. Amb. in Pfal, cxviii. Sgr, viii. 

Si dies omnibus sequaliter nafcitur, et ii fol fuper omnes pari et sequali luc^ 
di6funditur, quanto magis Cbriftus Sol et dies verus, in Ecdeiia fua lumen 
vit» seternse pari aequalitate largitur. Cypr, Epijl, 76. 

e Nunquid non medicus idcirco proponit in publico, ut omnes ft oftcndat 
vcUe falvarc fi velint. AmW' i. torn. a. 
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tht>& who feek for remedy^ and are willing to take the SERM. 
medicine j becaufe all, faith St. Ambrofe again, do not ^^^^^I' 
defire cure, but moft do flmu it, left the ulcer ihouid fmart ' 

by inedicaiDents ^ therefore volenies curat, non ajiringit 
inviios ; he cures only the willing, doth not compel thofe 
that are' unwilling; they only receive health, who defire 
medidne d. Evangdical grace, fay they, is like a fountain 
fianding openly, to which all men have free accefe; at 
wUch all men may quench their thirft, if they will inquire 
after it, and go thereto. The fountain of life^ faith Ar- 
nobius, is open to all; nor is any man hindered or driven 
from the right of drinking it e. The covenant of grace is, 
iky they, a door Handing open to all, whereinto all have 
liberty to cniesr'*^fFhen an entrance, faith St* Chryfoftom, 
being opened to ally and there being nothing that hinders, 
feme being wilfully naught abide without, they have no 
other but thehr own wkkednefi to impute their de^ruSiion 
unto ^. 

And again he puts the queftion^ If Chrift enlighteneth 
evfiry man thaf cometh into the world, how is it that fo . 
ipany remain unenlightened P kc. To which he anfwers. 
That fffonte, wUfully Jhutting the eyes of their minds, wilt 
not receive the beams of this light, it is not from the nature 
of l^fht that thofe remain ftill in darknefs, but from the 
wichednefs of thofe who wtlJuHy deprive themfehes of th^ 
giftofU,Scc.% 

* Venit-r»ut vulnera noftra curaret, fed quia non emnes medicinam expt^ 
cunt, fed plerique refugiunt, ne medicamentis conipuo^atur yU ulceris^ ideo 
ToIente$, &c. ^mkr, de David* iii. 1 1. 

^ Patet omnibus fens vitae, neque ab jure potandi quifquam prohibeturj 
ant pellitur. Anhh, lib. 9. 

^nr^rrts Tins tJ^fiiMftf «-«c/ fiiiim Sfri^y, «M* n ^^i^ t^* •knt^* r««irfi«y A^ik-* 
Xwr^M. Chryjl in Joi, i. Homll. 7# 

^mfTttf §i» idU,itr«y itm^^tt^^mt r«v ftur^t rwrcu rat attrtms, ou *tt^ek rnv feu 
imvravs Tiff ht^s' 4 fdv ym^ X*f **t Wyr«f i«»i;^vr«M<-^-4'i{yr«f }\ ifMMf ^«fn 

voi*. in. p d 
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SERM. St, Gr^ory Nasiaasen refetnUes the grace of bafH 

LXXUL tifin (as to its commiamity and freedom of ufe) to the 

breathing of the air, to the %reading ot 1|^> to the vi- 

ciffitude oi feafona, to thedTped of the creation^ ; things 

wxA obvious and oomm^a to alL . 

If ilus anfwer do not fiaUy fiaisfjr, I adjoin fEusther, 

%. That God, befide tbatofdinaiy pvovifioJD^ is veady to 

interpofe exftraordiaarily in diibh>fing his truth/ to them 

who are worthy of fucii iavonr^ and fit to rcc^e it ; and 

that God's general defire and defign of revealing his^tmth 

to aU mtNi is very well cpnfiftentwith his ^ roi^dential (not 

only negative and penniffive, hnt evenpofititie andaiQive) 

witbholdiiig the dtfcov^ tlicsreof fiKim fome perl^Mis, yea 

ipme natiom ; for that, luither ,hia wiid&m^ goodnefs, or 

juftioe might pe]aDr^t him, that he flMOodd impart thi^t vai^ 

latiofi to fuoh peifons whom he feeth altogether in^^ 

pofed.to comply therewith, and unfit to:prc^ thereby; 

who have extremely abufed the lefler graces, and noi im* 

proved or mtfimpioved the lefler taieotei affonled thein ; 

Rom. 1. i8»detiuned inferior .truths in unri^teoufiiefs^ mnd have mt 

^^' liked to retain God in. their kMmiedgef..hBsm,da»r9bat 

juftly been. deUvei;^ up to a reprobate ienfe$ .who haw fo 

depraved their minds with wioked pi^ndsces^and ailee* 

tionsy that the truth being ofieied to^ them, ^they wovli 

certainly either ftu{»dly ne^eft it, orfoorfifliUy ]:eje&it ; 

or if admitting it in fhew, would unworthily id>i^ it; fo 

that from the imparting the means of knowing it, no 

^ory to God, no benefit to man woukLaccsue, but rather 

contempt of God and prejudice to men would enfue upon 

ira.xxx. it: there are fome perfons of that wicked and gigantic 

10. difpofition, (contracted by evil pra£tice,) that^ fhoidd one 

ofier to inftruft th^n in truth, or move them to pety, 

would be ready to lay with Polyphemus in Homer, Odj[f 

Ufiivn »«) fitri riis tens xaXwem rifcnf^ 4! ti f^h ^iXdtrtf i^rtXmSems rns im^t 
vetvrnSi \avT9tt VtiuuM rmyrn* «» iTii> XoyUkf^m vna wfi^c^it, Chrjf* m Jok, i* 
Momtl, 7. 

Na9,^ra/.40, 
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Friend, yoa are ft fool, oi: a great ftraogjBr to me, — —— — . 

Who advlled me to fear or regard the Deity. 

Or (whicb is the Ikme) with Pharaoh r IFko is the Lord, Eiod. ▼. 3«- 
iJuit IJhoitld obey his mice? I hmw not ike Lord, neither 
wiU I Ut Ifrael go, (or neither will I do as you in God^s 
name admotiifh me;) who^ like that tinhappy prince^ by Prov. u 24. 
UQ efficacy of arguments^ no wonders ctf power are to be 
t^onviBoed of their folly, or converted from, their wicked* 
nefs : fome^ like thofe of Chorami and Bethiaida, whom Luke x. la. 
not all the powerM difcouriba fpoken to tliem> all the 
nugfaty works done in them, fufficient to have 'brov^bt 
Tyre and Sidon to repentance, can induce to mind or obey 
the truth : unto wiudb fort of people (except upon fbme 
partioulaj oocafions, and for fpecial reafons) it is not ezpe*- 
di^it tihat divioe truth ihould be expofed^ We may aife 
bbfisBve how our Lovd bong aiked by St. Jude a queftion 
Uke to ours; Lord, how is it that tbowwilt manif^ tbjJelfMbn sir. 
amio m, and not to the worlds thus refolves it : Ifu man^^' 
larm me, he wUl keip mg words; and my Father wilt Iwee 
Mm, and we wSl come untn him, and make our aioie with 
itims implying the ordmary reafon of God's making a 
deference in the difeoTerses df himfdlf to be the previous 
diipfifilion askl behavicnars of men toward God; and inter-^ 
pretalipdy toward our Loid himfelf • 

That Gk)d doth commonly obferve this method (plainly 
fdifeable to divihe jufllice, wifilom, and goodhefs) to dif- 
peiife the tevdadon of his truth according to men^s dif- 
pofitioB to receive it, and aptnefs to make a fnutful and 
worthy u& of it, tcf Wing forth fruks tuorthy 0/ repentance. Matt. m. a, 
as St. John Baplift fpake ; and to withhold it from tbofe ^^""^ ^- 
who are ihdifpofed to admit it, or unfit to profit by it; we 
may from diveiss exprefs pa&ges and notable inftaaices 
(bdUe many probable indmati<Mis) of S'eriptute learn. 
We may on the one hand obferve, that thofe whom our 
Savicmr did cfaoofe to call, were perfons di^fed eafily j^^^^^ .^ 
npan his caU to comply; to forlake didr fathers andJohni. 24/ 
their nets ; to leave their receipts of cvHRom ; to relinqiufli f^!^^^ ^^^^ 

D d i* 37. 
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SERM. all, (relations, occupations, eftates,) and to follow him; 
LXXIILfiuthful Ifraelites, without guile, like Nathaniel, (that is, 
John i. 47. as is probably conjeftured, St. Bartholomew;) men ho- 
Lukc xix. neftly devout, and charitable, like Zaccheus ; that he chofe 
Matt. zxi. to converfe with publicans and finners, men apt to be con- 
Luke ▼. 31. ^"^®^ ^f ^^^ errors, and touched with the fenfe of their 
fins ; apt to fee their need of mercy and grace, and there- 
fore ready to entertain the overtures of them ; that he 
blefles God for revealing his myfteries to babes, (to inno* 
cent and well meaning, imprejudicate and uncorrupted 
perfons,) fuch as if men were not, they could in nowile 
Mitt. xYtii. enter into the kingdom of heaven, or become Chriftianf ; 
X\ al*' *** thofe poor in Jpirii, of whom is the kingdom of keavett; 
1 Cor. 1. S7. thofe fooli/h things which God cjioofes as moft fit obge£b 
of his mercy and grace ; that he enjoined his difciples, in 
their travels for the promulgation and propagation of the 
Gofpel, to inquire concerning the worthinefs or fitnefs of 
perfons, and accordingly to make tuore clofe applicaticxag 
Matt. X. 11. to them: Into what city or village ye erUer^ inquire who 
therein is worthy ; and entering in abide there. Of this 
proceeding we have a notable inflance in Cornelius, who 
for his honeft piety (correfpondent to the proportion of 
knowledge vouchfafed him) was fo acceptable to God, 
that in regard thereto he obtained, from him the revelation 
of truth in a peculiar and extraordinary manner* And St. 
Paul was another moft remarkable example thereof; who 
for the like reaibn was fo wonderfully called, as hihifelf in- 
ABs xxU. 4iniates, defcribing himfelf to have been (tfi^aniig Giif, xea- 
n.Sx/r«i.' ^^y affe&ed toward God, according to the Hghteoufneji m 
f^- the, law, blamelefs ; one that had continually behaved kim'^ 

A^migJ^if ^^^^ ^^^ g^^ confcience toward God ; who even in the 
Qai. i. 14. pecfectttion c£ God's truth did proceed with an hondl 
meaning, and according to his confcience, for which oaufe 
he laitb, that God had mercy on blm ; forefeeing l^ow 
willingly he would embrace the truth, and how earoefiiy 
promote it. We may alfo obferve, how in the A&a of the 
Ads xxyi. Apoftles, the Holy Spirit commonly dtreAed the Apoftles 
1 Tim. 1. 8. ^^ £.^^j^ places, where a competent number of peo{de were 
Luke u.6i2. well difpded to receive the truth; who were tS^oi fjf 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



Ojfferted and explained. 405 

rijv ^fnXslen r«ip[Off«^ well dijpofed to the kingdom ofkea^ SERM. 
veny and confequently by God*s forefight (Trrayftewi gly LXxIlI. 
^aofjv jRiMviov) ordained to have the word of eternal life (the^cb %nu 
TO (Tomjpiw ©•«, as it is in a parallel place called) difcovered*®- *?"• ' *• 
to them ; fuch people as the Bereans^ men ingenuous and 
tractable; who confequently entertftined the word, jmtA 
w^s irpodvj»(«f, with all promptitude and alacrity. To 
fuch perfons God fometimes by extraordinary revelation 
direfted the Apoftles to preach ; as to the Corinthians, in 
rel^eft to whom the Lord fpake to St. Paul in a vifion, fay- 
ing. Fear not, but J^eak, and he not Jilent ; for I am withxas xviil. 
thee, lecaufe woXw^ kg-l juoi X«Jj, there is for me much people^' *^' 
in this city ; much people whom I fee difpofed to comply 
with my truth. So in behalf of the Macedonians, aniq ri; Aai xvi. 9. 
MaxfSoM', a certain man of Macedonia, was in a vifion feen 
to St. Paul, exhorting him and faying, Vajfmg into Mace* 
donia, help us. Thus on that hand doth God take fpecial 
caie that his truth be n»anifefted to fuch as are fitly quali- 
fied to embrace it and ufe it well : thus is God ready to 
make^ood that anfwer of Pothinus (Bifhop of Lions, and 
immediate fucceflbr to St. Irenaeus) to the prefeft, who 
aildng him who was the Chri/Hans* God, was anfwered, 'Eaty Eafeb. v. i. 
«9^ ^*o^ yy«^j If thou be worthy, thoujhalt know; thus, as 
the Wife Man divinely faith, the divine Wifdom, a^le$ ad- Wifd.vi.i6. 
«^^ v^ic^ffTtti tiv^Sffu, goeth about feeking fuch as are worthy 
x>fher;fhewetk herf elf favourable unto them in their ways, 
jcnd meeteth them in every thought. 

And on the other hand, that God withhold^ the fpecial 
difcoveries of his truth, upon account of men's indifpo- 
iitions and demerits, may likewife very pldnly appear. 
We may fuppofe our Lord to have obferved himfelf, what 
he ordered to his difciples ; Not to give that which is holy Matt. vii. 6. 
to dogs, nor to cq/i their pearls before fwine, (not to ex- 
pofe the holy and precious truth to very lewd and fierce 
people, who would fnarl at it and trample upon it :) we 
may allow God in his difpenfation of his truth and grace 
to do what he bids the Apoftles to do : before he enters 
into any houfe, or applies himfdf to any perfon, to exa- *£|ir«;in. 
mine whether the houfe or perfon be worthy, that is, will- ^»**' *• ^^' 
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8ERM. iog to recetve hiia, and apt to treat faim wdQ ) if not, to 
liXXIlI.decUtie tbem. Our Lord, we fee^ did kave even his own 
M»tt. xiii. ooonttj, feeing men there were not difpofed to ufe him 
47> »». with due honour and regard ; feeing they were poflefibd 
with vain prejudices, apt to obftn»6t: Uie efficacy of his 
idivine inftru£Uons and miraculous perfornianoes ; ib thut 
he was not likely (accordiog to the ordinary way of di- 
yiae providence) to produce any confiderabie e0e£t to- 
wards theif converfion. He cwM noiy it is faid, ^ many 
miracles there, hecat^e x>f their unhettef; he .oou}d no^ 
that is, according to the moft juft and wtfe rules he did 
obferve, he would not do them; becaujfo he perceived 
the doing them would not conduce to any good purpofe; 
« that they were not apt to look upon diofe works as the 
0ffe£U of dtvioe power and goodneft, per&fmed for tb^ 
benefit, (for inducing them to faith and repentance^) but 
rather that the doing tliem would expofe God's mercy to 
conteiQpt or reproach, at leaft to ne^ed or difiregard. 
Hence our Saviour declined converfing with perfoqs in* 
difpofed to (thofe 4^ixo»9 who cannot ii/^it^ tA rl tpti^ 
futv9^) receive benefit by hb infiru^on BJod exam|de ; to 
Matt. «xi. grow wifer or better by his converiadon; as the Phari&es 
and Scribes ; men prepofiTefled with corrupt ofttnicnis and 
vicious afie£donS| obftru£Uve to the belief of his do&rine 
and obfervance of his laws ; and worldly perfons ; prcnid 
and felfconceited^ crafty and deceitful, covetous, . am- 
bitious, and worldly men, incorrigibly tiuAured with 
Rom.viii. that fpofi^fUL TT^g fF^xi^y camol wi/dsan tmd affe&ion; 
James iv. 4. which is enmity to God; fo that it is not fubjeB to the 
iwhnii. ^j^ qJ Qq^^ ^f ^g^ ig, inextricably engaged in the 
friendfliip of the world, which is enmity to God : to inch 
men the Gofpel would certwdy.be a fcaiKlal or a lolly: 
1 Cor. i. 23. they would never be able to rdifh or digeft the dodrioe 
of purity, felf-d^iial, patience, and the like do&rines op* 
pofite to carnal fenfe.and conceit which it teaclielli. 
Mat. xi. S5. From fuch wife and prudent men (conceited of their Hide 
wifdoms, and doting upon their, own ftncies) God did 
conceal thole heaveidy myfteries^ which they wKniU havr 
} <;oc i. ss. cie^ifed j^nd derided: thofe mnny w\fi^ a<;cording to the 
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ftejhy many pewerfal^ many nable, God did not chooTe to SERM« 
call into his churcb. Accordingly we may obferve in the LXXIII, 
hifiory of the Apoftles, that God's Spirit did prohibit the 
Apoftles paffiog through fome places, it difceming how 
unfiicc^ftil (at thofe feafons, in thofe circumfiances^ 
aocordii^ to thofe dii^fitions of men) their preaching 
would be: Paging tktvugh Pkrygia and Galatioj being Aas xy'u o, 
hindered iy ike Spirit iojpeak the word in Jfia; coming to ^' 
Mjifiuj they ajkyed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit /uf- 
ferad them noi. Moreover there is plainly the like reafon, 
why God fliould withhold his faving truth from fome 
people, aa why he (hould withdraw it from others ; when 
it is abufed or proves fruitlefs : but of fuch withdrawiog 
we hare many plain inftances, attended with the decUra* 
tion of the realbns of thbm : our Lord prophefied tfaua 
cenqeming the Jews } I fay unto you, that the kingdom of^^^xx. zxi. 
GodJhaU ie taken from you, andjhall be given to a nation*^' 
do^gr ike fruits thereof; they, whoa our Saviour would 
have g^faered them under his witigs, wilfully refdfing. 
Our I^rd charged his Difciples, when by any they were; Matt. x. 14. 
repuUed or neglefted in their preaidiing, to leave thofe 
perfims and places, Jkaking ^ the dufi from their foet, in Luke ix. 5. 
token of an utter (ik fULfm^m W oAris) deteftation and f i^^^'j; 5. 
definrtiDn of them : and accordingly we fee them prac- . 
tifing in tl^ Ads ; when they pexceived men perverfely 
eontradiAious, or defperatdy fenfelefs and ftupid, fo that 
they glamoured agailift iSae Gofpel, and tfaruft it froiH 
them, they abftained from farther dealing with them, 
turning dieir eftdeo^ours otherwhere, toward perfons of 
a more docile and ingenuous temper^ thence more fiif- 
eeptive cf faith and repentance: To you^ fay Paul andAasziu. 
Bamabas to die contradiding and reproachiul Jews, i^^g.'^^^"'' 
was necefiiry that the word of God Jhould firfi have been 
fPohsn; buifr^g you put it from you, .{or tkruft it away 
from yon, &K4tMiTi% ^Ariv,) and judge yourfelves unworthy 
^ eviriq/Ung Kfr, we turn to the Gentiles. So when the Rev. ii. 9. 
Chwt& of Ephefus was grown cold in charity, and deft* 
^xkiX hi gdod work«, God dxreatend to remove her can* 
did()i0k; or to withdraw from her that light of trulh» 
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BKRll which (hone with fo little beneficial influ^ice. It feeoi^ 
LXXIIl. evident that God for the like reafons may withhold tha 
K«)yijrifdifcovery of his truth> or forbear to intcrpofc hi*provi* 
Jf (^«rO ri dence: fo as to tranfmit liffht thithen wh^re men's deeds 
ciryJl are fo evil, that they will love darknefs rather than light ^ 
Johnui.i9.^j^gj^ their eyes are fo dim and weak, that the lig^t 
will but offend, and by the having it> hurt them ; where 
they, by the having it declared to them, will cHily incui" 
farther mifchief and mifery ; it would prove to. them but 
'atCorAu 16, iff fjt,^ ^uvary, a deadly /cent, as the moft comfortable per^ 
fumes are offenfive fometimes and noxious to diftempered 
bodies. Wherefore as where the light doth ihine moft 
clearly, it is men's voluntary pravity, that by it many are 
not effectually brought to falvadon | fo it is men's volun- 
tary depraving and corrupting themfelves, (mifufing their 
natural light, choaking the feeds of natural ingenyity^ 
thwarting God's feteret whifpers and motions, complying 
with the fuggeftions of the wicked one,) fo as to be ren- 
dered unmeet for the fufc^tion of God's heavenly truth 
and grace, which hinders God (who proceedeth ordparily 
with meh, in fweet and reafonable methods, not in way 
of impetuous violence and coaAion) from difpenfing thems 
Ife. li^vi. 8. we may fay of fuch in the words of the Prophet, Tkey 
have ckofen their own waySy and their ford deUghteth in 
Jer.T. 35* their abominations. Your iniquities have turned away 
ihefe things, and your fins have withholden good things 
BaS. in Vfkljrom you. T§ l«trr« iya^oryjfn vSuriv 6 K6pio$ lyy/^a* fuif^u^ 
****"• yoftfv U laurowj i^fMils ^ta tt^s aiLotfTM^j God doth by his good^ 
nefs approach to all, but wefet owrfelves at di/iance by fin^ 
faith St. Bafil ; and Snov auroT^aJ^«ro; irovi^p/a, inti Koi Am" 
Xn T^J X«p'To^, where there is felf-chofim or affe£iedv9ck-' 
ednefsy there is a withholding of grace, faith another Fa-* 
ttCor.iv.8. ther, {apud Cyrill. Hier.) The Go/pel, if it be hidden, 
it is, as St. Paul fays, hidden Iv rols earoXkvfUvois, in vhris 
perditiSf among lo/l men, (that is, men defperately gone in 
wickednefsy incorrigible, unreclaimable people,) m whom 
%U ri h **^ ^^ of this world (that is, as St. Chryfoftom expounds 
»^«i it, not the devil, but the good God himfelf) hath blinded 
^Ch^f, in l^ minds of them which believe not,fo that the light of the 
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glorious Go/Pel hath noijhined to them, {v&^ Sv {ru^XoHrffv; SERM. 
how then did God blind themf faith St- Chryfoftom,) o^x X^XXIIL 
infyn^-a^ §U touto, axayv not by any efficacy of his upon 
them toward that ; fie on that ; kwi a^U xa) ovyxtopritrai, 
but by permiffifm and concefflon ; for fo the Scripture is 
wont to fpeak ; 'E^aAeiy yeip cclhoi ^irlTn^trMf vpooroi, x») &vei^ 
(ko^ hiuTOUf KOTtoicnieurav rS l^fiv reL fi^wrr^pM, xei uM$ Xoivov 

/9otiAofifyoi( iikh; ak}Ji fiaXXov iv xaxt^piw^ayy xai oux av Mov* 
Seeing, laith he^. they d\fl)elievedfirftj and cott/iituted them* 
fejves unworthy to fee the myfteries, even God at Iq/i let 
them alone ; for what fhxmld he have done ? Should he 
have drawn them violently, and difcovered it to them being 
unwilling to fee? They u;ould then have more defpifed it, 
and not havefeen it. God is ever willing and ready to Lake six. 
difpenfe his mercies and favours^ but he is not wont to do^Qj^^^j^^ 
it extraordinarily, (or befide the courfe of his ordinary pro- Bom. xiu. 
vifion,) but in a proper and fit feafon, (in that xaipo; s^poV- 
hxTos, acceptable time and day offalvation, when he feeth 
men capable of receiving them;) which feafon commonly 
dependeth upon man's will and choice, or the refults of 
them. KftdoXtf yetg 6 Qii$ oKiv tou; ts of iov^ tw¥ uya^m xa) Clem, 
fb^* o^ey T^ wpo<r^xovrei Ixof 01^ SiSowiy. 'Sanijp yap If iv* 00^ -, ^q^^ 
Twf fuv, Twv S* ou* irpif ivj Srov ht^rvfiavn^ros ixets-os tlp^fv, t^v 
iwjrS himfMv Mpyio-lav' for (faith Clemens Alex, in his 
7th of the Stromata, where he clearly and fully affirms 
our prefent doftrine) Our Lord is not the Saviour offome 
and not of others: but, according as men are fitly di/pofed, 
he hath di/iributed his beneficence to all. St. Auguftme Oiwft. ss. 
himfelf fomewhere fpeaketh no lefs; or rather more : xom. !▼. 
Prcecedit aliquid in peccatoribus, faith he, quo, quamvis^^.'** 
nondum fint ju/iificati, digni effidantur juftificatione: tf/occultiffi- 
idem prtecedit in aliis peccatoribus quo digni fint obtufioTie.^^^^^^^* 
But, 

3. If all thefe conliderations do not thoroughly latisfy 
us concerning the reafon of God's proceedings in this 
cafe, we may confider that God's providence is infcrutable 
and impenetrable to us ; that, according to the Plalmift, 
as God*s mercy is in the heavens, and his faithfulnefs ^^' *"^«* 
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SERM. reacheih to the clouds; fo his righteoufhefs is like the great 

LXXIII. inountainSy (too high for our zeafon to dimh,) and his 
judgments, iroXXs) a€wiros, 3. great abyfs^ too deep for our 
feeble underftanding to £Bithoin ; that his ways are more 
fiabtUe and fpiritual than to be traced by our dim and 
grofs fight. So upon contemplation of a like oafe, a^ 
though, at it feems, hacdly fo obfeure or unaccountaUe 
as thi^y the cafe concenung God's conditional r^e&ion 
of that people, whom he in a fpecial manner had fo much 

Rom. zi. and fo long fitvoured, St. Paul himfelf doth profefs. That 
theneford although we canndt fully refolve the difficully, 
we notwithftaading without difiruft (hould adhere to thofe 
pofitive and plain declaradons, whereby God reprefcmteth 

i Pet. iii. 9. himfelf ferioufly defigning and eameiUy defiring. That M 
fnenjhoald come to the knotvledge of the truth; that none 
Jhould periflij but that all Jhould come to repentance; not 
doubting but his declared mind^ and his fecret proiri<- 
dence, although we cannot thoroughly difoerh or explain 
thrir oonfiftency, do yet really and fully con%ire. But 
no &tther ait this time. 
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SERMON LXXIV. 



THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION 
ASSERTED AND EXPLAINED. 



I Tim. IV. lo. 

The Irving God; who is the Saviour afall men^ 
efpecially ofthofe that believe. 

8. As our Saviour was fuch to all men by his do^riney SERM. 
or the general difcovery of all faving truth ; fo may he LXXIV. 
be efteemed fuch in regard to his exemplary pra£tice ; " ' 

whereby upon the open ftage of the world, and in the 
common view of all that would attend unto him, he' did re* 
prefent a living pattern of all goodnefs ; by imitating whichi 
we' may c^tainly attdn falvation. He that will confider 
his praSlcc {bail find it admirably fitted for general in* 
firudion and imitation ; calculated for aU places and all 
fbrts of peo^e ; Mted to the complexions, to the capa* 
cities, to the degrees, to the callings of all men ; ib that 
every fort of men may from it draw profitable diredioQ^ 
may in it find. a copy, even of his particular behaviour c 
for he was a great Prince, illuftrious in birth, exceUeot 
in glory, and abounding in all wealth ; yet was bom 
in ohfcrurtty, lived without pomp, and feemed to pof» 
feft nothing; fo teaching men of hi^ rank to be fo- 
ber, niild^ and humble $ not to reft in, not to regurd 
inuch^ not to hXig and cling to the accommodations 
and fliows of weridly flate ; teaching thofe of mean de* 
gree to be palient, content, and cheerful in their Ration* 
He was exceedingly \Kfife and kiK}wing, without boiuad 
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SERM. or toeafufe; yet made no oftentation of extraordinary 
LXXIV. knowledge^ of fliarp wit, of deep fubtUty ; did not vent 
high, dark, or intricate notions j had in his praftice no 
reaches and windings of craft or policy \ but was in his 
doftrine very plain and intelligible, in his practice very 
open and clear; fo that what he commonly laid or did, 
not only philofophers and ilatefmen, but almoft the 
fimpleft idiots might eafily comprehend; fo that thofe 
might thence learn not to be conceited of their fuper- 
fluous wifdom; thefe not to be difcouraged in their 
harmlefs ignorance ; both having thence an equally fuf- 
ficient inilru£tion in all true righteoufnefs, a complete 
ft Tim. til. direftion in the paths to happinefs, being thereby <ropijojx«- 
vo< fU c'eorriplav, made wife and learned to falvation. He 
did not immerfe himfelf in the cares, nor engage hii^felf 
into the bufineffes of this world; yet did not withdraw 
himfelf from the company and cohverfation of men : he 
retired often from- the crowd, that he might converfc 
'wath God and heavenly things ; he put himfelf into it, 
that he might impart good to men, and benefit the world, 
declining no fort of Ibciety ; but indifferently converfing 
with all ; difputing with the do&ors, and eating with the 
publicans; whence thereby both men of contemjdative 
and quiet difpoiitions or vocations, and men of bufy fpirits, 
orof a6live lives, may be guided refpc&ively; thofe not 
to be morofe, fupercilious, rigid, contemptuous toward 
other men ; thefe not to be fo poflefled or entangled with 
the world, as not to referve fome leifure for the culture of 
their minds, not to employ fome care upon the duty of 
piety and devotion ; both may learn, whether in private 
Iretirements, or in public converfation and employment, 
elpecially to regard the fervice of God and the benefit of ' 
men: thus was the example of our Lord accommo* 
dated for all men; efpecially conducing them in the 
hardeft and roughed parts of the way leading to blifs, the 
acclivities and afperities of duty; felf-denial, or negleft 
of worldly glory and flefldy pleafure, padence, humility, 
general charity; (hewing us the poffibility of performfag 
fuch duties, and encouraging us thereto. Through thefe 
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difficult and dangerous paflages (as a refolute chieftain of SERM, 

life) he undauntedly marched before us, charging/ beat- ^XXIV. 

ing back, and breaking through all oppofite forces, s!^\K^x^f 

enemies, all temptations, all obftacles; enduring painfully ^^•... 

the moft furious aflaults of the world ; boldly withftand- 

ing and happily conquering the moft malicious rage of 

hell ) fo that viftory and lalvation we fliall be certain of, 

if we purfue his fteps, and do not bafely (out of faintnefs iP^^-W'^i- 

or falfehood) deiert fo good a leader ; we fhall not fail of 

the unfading crown, if with patience we run the race thai Heb. xii. 3^ 

isfet before us, looking unto the Captain and Perfe&er of^jJ^J^^ 

our fait hy Jefus, who ^ for the joy propofed unto him, en- **,'"^' ^«# 

dured the crofs, defpifed thejhame, and hath fat down at^-^i^m 

the right hand of the throne of God. Wovdd it not raifel*'*''.. , 

o %/ •/ ^ Rev. 11. 10« 

and inflame any courage to fee his commander to adven- Jam. i. 12. 
ture fo boldly upon all hazards, to endure fo willingly all 
hardihips ? Whom would not the fight of fuch a fore- n^)^f^«f , 
runner animate and quicken in his courfej who, by run- *'^*^* 
ning in the ftraight way of righteoufnefs with alacrity 
and conftancy, hath obtained himfelf a moft glorious 
crown, and holdeth forth another like thereto, for the 
reward of thofe who follow him ? Now as our Lord's 
doftrine, fo did his example, in the nature and defign 
thereof, refpeft and appertain to all men, it being alfo 
like the light of heaven, a common fpe£tacle, a public 
guide, to guide our Jieps in the way of peace .• if it do not 
appear fo, if it do not ef&ftually dire<9: all, it is by ac- 
cident and befide God's intention $ it is by the fault of> 
them who fliould propound it, or of them who have not 
eyes fit or worthy to behold it ; briefly, what was faid 
concerning the univerfal revelation of Chriftian doctrine 
•may be applied to Chrift^s praSice* 

9. Jefus is the Saviour of all men, as having combated 
and vanqmfhed all tbe enemies of man's welfare and hap-^ 
pinefs 5 difpoffeffing them of all their pretences and ufur-* 
pations over man, difarming^ them of all their power and 
force againft him j enabling us to withftand and overcome 
them, Man!s falvation bath many adverfaries of different 
nature and kind; fome direajy oppugning, it, /ome fort 
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SEEM, malty jn^udicii^ k^ fome accidentally hiiideitQg it; fcmt 

LXXIV. alluring, fome forcing, fome difcouragii^ from it, or 

from the means conducing to it : the chief of them we 

may bosn the Scripture (with confent of experience) 

reckon to be the devil^ with all hi& envy and malice^ \m 

ufurpation^^ his delufions^ and his temptations to fin ; the 

Uforld, with ita fiiares and baits^ its violences^ perfecu* 

tionf^ and menaces; the.^1^ or natural concu{Mfi;:encei 

witfat its bad inclinations and propenfities to evil, its lufts 

and [deafures ; ^, with its guilt, and mifchievous confe-* 

quences ; the Imu, with its rigorous exaftions, hard mea- 

fure^i and harih boding; confidence, with its accufations 

and complaints^ its terrors and anginfhes ; divine angerj 

with its effeAs, death, ssxd hell. ^ All thefe our Lord bath 

in feveral and fuitable ways defeated ; as to their Bid%- 

fiity, contrariety, or enmity in refped: of man's ialyation; 

he hath, as Zachariah prophefieth in his Benedi&us, 

Liikfc i. fiffta^ed us from our enemieAy and from the hands ^a^l that 

hajte fis: fo thai being delivered out of the hawis, of am 

enemies, we might («po€a)f ) fafely and fecurely, witkout 

danger or fear, ferve him, in holinefi and rigbteoufrefs 

iefore him all the days of our life. 

Matt.ziit. The devil^ (that enemy, that c^erfary, that accufer, 

Luke xi. 19. that j2a?Mter^, that murderer, that greedy lion, tha.t crafiy 

iPet. V. ^'f^pent, xhtjlrong one, the mifchievous one^ the dqftroyer,) 

Rev. xii. 3, who ufuTped an authority, and exercifed a dominatikm 

Aas X aa ^^^ mankind, as the prince of this world ; who made 

aJohaii.i4.pri2eof them^ captivated them at his pleqfiire; who de» 

^nxu/* lained them under the power (or ai^thority) of darkn^ft 

31. xiv. 30. QxA wiekednefs ; who had the power of death ; him 

Ephef.ks.cxlir Saviour hath deftroyed or defeated, {iuxrifiYifT9f, as 

2 Cor iv 4 ^^^ Apoftle to the HelMrews fpeaketh ; thiat i&j, aboliihed 

Coioff.i.i3!hkn as to any fartl^r pxetence^ of empire or power over 

f^r^Ys! ^ ») ^^^ ^ ^^ dfijefted &om heaven, {If aw Solan 

3Tim.ii.36. Wie lightning faUxBg down from heaven;) him he h^ik ajfi 

Lukex.isi^** -^^ i« the judgment of this world, mw JhaU the 

John xii. 
81. XTi. 11. 

Atksn, contra A^ll, p« 63S« 
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afferted and expUmed. 4T5 

prince of this world becq/l out: silhis works he haih dif^ SERM. 
fobfed : Rr tbb canfcy faith St. John, the Son of Qod did LXXIV. 
appear y that he might diffblve the works of the deviL He ,^ohn Uus! 
oomboted thisjirong one, (this mighty and dreadful fiae of '^*"-»^ 
ours,) and baffled him, and bound him, and difaitned him, 
(taking away 9rayovx/«y Mjri, the whale armmir in which be Luke zi.ai, 
trufted,) anijpoiled Aim, (ret inuui^ iififnean, rifled all Am^^* 
^oggoge, bare away all his mftruments of mifiEiue^) and 
plundered allhia houfe; leaving him unable (without our^lofl^ U. 
fault, our bafenefs, our negligence) to do u» ini£ehief> (as UmV/m/^m^^ 
is intimated in the 12th of St. Matthew, and nth of St.^^kcx, if. 
Luke;) yea, he triumphed over all thcfe ii^mal princi-^Eph.vi. it! 
palities and powers, and expofed them, as St. Paul iinth : |S^'^"*j"* 
he imparted to his difbiples ability to trample upoai aUiPet. v. 9. 
his potueTy by him all his followers are fo fortified as 'ofam, !▼. V/ 
conquer the wicked oncj as St. John fays: he afibrdeth 
fight to difcover all his wiles andfnareSy ftrength and^cou^ 
rage to wthfland all his qffaultSy to repel all his fiery darts, 
to put him to flight* 

The world alfo (that is, the wicked prinoiplee, the 
bad ctiftoms, the naughty converfation and example 
which commonly prevail here among mcA; alluring to 
evil and det^iing from good; the cares alfo, the riches, 
the pleafures, the glories of the world, which poflefe or 
diftraA the minds, fatiate and cloy the defires, employ aO 
tiie affi&idioiid and endeavours, take up the time of men^ 
all in the world which fafteneth our hearts to eatth, and 
to thefe low tranfitory things ; or which fink them down 
toward he]l ; and which det^un them from foaring toward 
heaven) \% an enemy, an irreconoileable enemy to our fal<« 
vation; the fifiendffaip thereof, being inconfiftent with a 
firiendfhip in us toward the God of our fidvation ; or in 
him toward lis : for the friefid/hip of the world is enmity Jam. iv. 4. 
with Godj; and, If any man love the worlds the Jriend^ip i John ^: 
(f the Rtther is not in kinu And this enemy our Loid^'* 
halh vanquilbed) and enabled us to overcome. Be of John itv'u 
ooupage, Mtk he^ I have overcome the world: he^ by a con* ^^« 
ftant ibl&denial and tempetance, defeated the bewitching 
pleaikres and flattering glories of it ; he, by an immove- 
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4i6 The DoSirine ofUhiveffai Sed^mption 

9ER1I. able patience, baffled the terrible frowns and outrageoni 
LXXIV. violences of it; he, by a refolute and invincible mainte- 
nance of truth, in great meafure routed and diffipatcd the 
errors and oppofitions thereof; Ae, by a general and in- 
tenfe charity, furmounted the provocations, envies, and 
enmities thereof; he did it himfelf for us, and he alfo ena^ 
bled us to do it ; fumifhing us with fiifficient ftrength, and 
fit weapons, whereby we may combat and conquer it; 
mayfuftain and repel its force; may Ihun andehide its 
1 John T. baits ; for, every one that (by faith in him) is bom of God, 
*» ^' doth overcome the world: and this is the viSiory that' over" 
comes the worlds our faith : Who is he that overcomes the 
world f but he who believes that Jefus is the Son of God? 
In all thefe things (that is, in whatever concerns the world 
Rom. till, and its enmity ; tribulatiohj or diftrefsy or perfecution, or 
a^Cor. ii. f^^i^^y OT nakednefsj or perils or fword) we are^ faith St, 
^\ . Paul, more than conquerors through him that loves us} 
* thanks be to God, which always cdu/eth us to' triumph in 
Chriji : our Lord hath procured for us hopes that will 
raife our 'minds and 'affe£tions above the world; objeds 
employing our care and endeavour far beyond it ; fetis-^ 
fa£iiohs that will cheer our hearts, and iatiate our d^fires 
without it;, comforts that will fupport and fuftiun our 
^rits againft all the terrors, all the ailaults, all the evils 
thereof; by his means it is, that we have no reafon either 
to love it, or to fear it, or to value it, or to be concerned 
about it; but to contemn it as a thing unworthy ctf ust 
and b^low us. 
Gal T. 34. The^^ alfo (that is, all that within us of bodily 
temper, or natural conftitution, which inclineth and fway^ 
eth iis to vicious excefs in fenfual enjoyments} which 
difpofeth us to the inordinate love of ourfelves^ and of 
other creatures ; whieh litfts agahift the Jpirit, and is 
iGor.ii.i4.adverfary thereto; which blindeth and darkeneth our 
Matt, XXVI. jjjjjj^jg jjj ^^ apprehenfion of our judgment conceitur^ 
Gal. V. 17. divine things ; which perverteth and difableth (enfbeblelfaV 
^^"I'J"' ^^ '^^^^ "^ ^^^ choice and profecution of what is goodj 
;ain- i. 14. which difcompofeth and difordereth the affedions and 
paffions of our foul ; which continwUy enticeth and fc** 
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duceth u^ to So) i» aifo an enemy j a very powerful, very S£RM«r 
ti^cherous^ very dangerous, and very mifchtevous enemy LXXIV. 
to us and our welfare ; rendering us enenues to God, (for . 
the carnal mind is enmity againji God; for it is natfuhjeA ^^^* ▼"»• 
to the law af God, neiikier indeed can be,) being atioiher Rom« vii. 
law in our members^ warring again/i the law of our mindf ^^' .. 
and activating us to the law of Jin; engendering andcai. v/ig/ 
foftering tiiofcjlejhlg lu/is, which war againft the fo^hc^L^ii'^^* 
who& works and fruits are all forts of intemperance, im* 
purity, pride, envy, contentioufneis : this capital enemy 
of ours our Lord did in his own perfon firft fubduey teje£t« 
ing all the fuggeftions and thwarting the impulfeg there* 
off ^itirely fubmitting to and performing the will of Grodf Luke xxit. 
even in willingly drinking that cup, which was fo dif-*^^^gJJ^ 
taftefiul, lb grievous to natural will and ilefhly defire. He John zvij. 
fo conquered the flefli in himfelf for us; he alfo ccMiquersi {:^gj^ .. ^ 
it in U8, 'by the guidance and affiftance of his grace en-^ 
abling lis to withfiand it, and to overcome it. The law of Rom. viu. 
Ihefpirit of life in Chr^i Jefus, faith St. Paul, hathfreed^' 
me from tie law of Jin and death. He infiifes a light dif- a Cor. Sv. 6 
euffing thofe fogs wMch ftream from carnal fenfe and ap- \ john y/* 
petite; fo that we may clearly difcem divine truths, the 37* 
will of God, the way to happinefs : he inierteth principles Rom. zH. a, 
of fpiritoal Efe and ftrength, counterpoifing and overfway- p^^^. ^* *' 
ing corpcMreal and feniual propenfions ; fo that we can re-^ 
firain fenfual defires, and compofe irregMlar pailions, and 
fubmit readily to God's will, and obferve cheerfully God's 
law, attid finely comply with the di£bites of the Spirit, or 
of right reafon; he fo continually aideth^ encourageth, and 
upholds us, that we can do all things through Chri/i /^^Phil.iv. lo. 
Jirengthenetk w; fo that by his power and help ^J^'H^.^xiiL*' 
with its affe&ions and lu/ls are cruc^edj the eartUy mem^^^' 
hers are mortified ; the old man {wUch was corrupted a^-coloflfiii/ 
coring to deceitful kf/ls) is put off; the hodif offn isfo dc-|- **• "• 
firayedj that henc^orth wejhould notfeTveJin;fn doth Tzo/Rom. vt. t] 
reign in our mortal bodies, Jo that we (muft) obey it in ^f^licb!^^ii^i' 
lufts thereof; we are renewed in thefpirit of our mmJ.^ ; Eph. iv. 23. 
and do put on the new man, which is created according to ^cJiok, iii. 
God in righteo^yhefs and true ftotinefs^ ^o* 

VOL. III. £ e 
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4tB Tk^ Doffnne of Unwerfal BiOempiion 

$^GR Bl OuFjffns alfo are very grievous enemies of ours, loading 
LXXIV. us with heavy guilt, flinging us with bitter remorfe and 
Hcb. xii. 4. anxious fear, keeping us under miferable bondage, expof- 
n^if w«- ing us to extreme mifchief and mifery; them our Lord 
C^^^«]li' hath alfo routed and vanquiihed : in regard to this per- 
'"• formance was the name Jefus affigned to him ; a* the 

Matt. i. 31. angel told Jofeph: She Jhall hear a Son, and thoujhalt 
15.*"* * ^^^' ^^^ nuTne Jefus, for he Jhall fave his people from their 
fins: [From their fins ; taking in all the caufes and the 
confequences of them ; ^ from all thofe fpiritual enemies,^ 
which draw us, or drive us into them ) from the guilt 
and obnoxioufnefs to punifhment, the terror and axigiuib 
of confcience, the wrath and difpleafure of God following 
upon them, the flavery under their dominion, the final 
condemnation and fufferance of grievous pains for them ;] 
Rev. i. 5. the guilt of fin he particularly freed us from : for he loved 
'*' ^ '«5, and wajhed its from our fins in his own blood* Chrifl: 
died for finners, (for us then being finners,) that is, that 
he might deliver us from our fins, with all their caufes, 
1 Pet. ii. adjunSs, and confequences. He hare our fins in his own 
1 John x.i.^^dy 01 the tree; the blood of Chrifl cleanfeth us from all 
ii. 2. iii. ^- fin ; he is the propitiation for our fins, and for the fins of 
H€b. i. d. the whole world; he was mahifefted to take away our fins; 
ix. 26, 28. ^^^g j"^ ff^g g^ qJ ^^g world hath he appeared to put away 
fin (sij adffnjo-iy dfAu^las, to the abolition of fin) by the fa- 
Rom, iii. crifice of himfelf; we are jvfiified freely by God's grace^ 
24« ▼. 19. through the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus; by his oh- 
dience many are coriftituted righteous, (or free from the 
Rom. IT. 5, guilt and imputation of fin;) he jufiifies the ungodly; 
* * covering their finSjSnA not imputing them unto ther^^ So 

doth he wipe away the guilt of fin ; and he voids the 
Rom. ▼iii. condemnation paffed for them ; for there is no. condemnation 
*»^*' to them that are in Chrift Jefus; who is there that can con* 
demn,fince Chrift halh died, or rather hath rifen again? 

He hath alfo aj^afed God's wrath for fin, and removed 
the effefts of it, (the punifliment and vengeance due to fin 

^auf 'orXfififirnf «iriJ«»»i m trwrn^iett, 7»« ekdv rev ^i>S^«^«y raus dfumfruut *>••- 
X»f*tV9 ra^s 4iMi^TMS lXttt9r't^0f, Dama/us Bpifi. aftud Theod, v. 9. 
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afferted and explained. 419 

ftnd threatened for it :) fo that beifig enemies, we were re- SERM. 
conciled to, G^d by the death of his Son; being juftified by ^XXIV> 
faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jefus Rom. v. 10, 
Chrift: Jefus is the b ^/mvo;, who delivers us from the^' 
wrath to come ; being jufiified by his blood, weJhM befaved 1 Theff. !• 
by him from wrath. ro„. ^. ^^ 

The ftrength and dominion of fin he hath alfo broken, 
by the grace afforded us, whereby we are able to refift- 
and avoid it : fo that^n henceforth Jhall not domineer ov^Rom.vi. 
uSy or reign in our mortal body : Being freed from fn, we\\' "' **• 
are enjlaved to righteoti/hefi, and made fervants to God. 
The body offn is dejiroyed^fo that we no longer ferve Jin. 
Whence confequently he hath fubdued, utterly weakened, 
ot quite deftrbyed (as to any force or mifchievous in- 
fluence upon us) thofe other adverfaries, which depend 
upon fin, and by its power oppofe and affli£t us. 

Our coTifcience is fuch an enemy accufing us, condemn- 
.ing us, vexkig us with the memory and fenfe of fin; 
fuggefting to ua the depth of our guilt, and the danger of 
our fiate, terrifying us with the expe£bation of punifhment 
and vengeance : but our Lord (by fecuring us of mercy 
and favour upon repentance and fincere obedience) hath 
filenced and fiilled this adverfary ; hath by his blood, as the Heb. iz. u. 
Apoftle to the Hebrews fays, purged our confcience from 
dead works; hath delivered them, who through fear q/*Heb. «. 15. 
death were all their life-time fubjeB to bondage; fo that 
thence we obtain a fteady peace of mind, a joyful fatif- 
fa6Uon in the fervice of God, a comfortable hope of future 
blifs : peace, comfort, and joy are the adjun£i:s of that Rora. xv. 
ftate he (hall put us into, and the frmts of that Spirit ^'^oi^^llll 
beftoweth on us. 

The Law alfo (in its rigour, as requiring exa£i: obedi- Gal. u, le. 

ence, and as denouncing vengeance to them who in anyH^^^^^jj ^^^ 

point violate it) is, by reafon of our weaknefs and inability ^om. x. 5. 

fo perfe^y to obferve it, an enemy to us; juftifying nocai. lii. 12. 

man, perfeftirig no man, caufing, increafing, aggravating, J- 3« .. 

quickening, declaring fin ; yielding occctfion to fn of killing w.ii iu. ' 

us,, working wrath, miniftering death and condemnation, ^?' J' ^°*^ 

fubjeiting us to ($ curfe, a& St. Paul teacbeth us : but our n. 

^^2, iC6r.xv.5(5 
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4«Q The Do^he (jf IMv^tfifl IMemption 

3{^IIM. Lor4j by miUgating wi «baUng Ihe extreme rigour 

XXXIV, ii^ereof, by procuring an acceptance of fincere (tbough 

^01. HU W^ aoQurat^) obedienpe, by purchafing and dUp^nfing 

^' ^' pardon for tranfip^fiion thereof upon repeataoce^ by con*^ 

i^rrin^ competent ftrength and ability to perform it hi an 

acceptable degree^ hath brought under this adyerlary; 

^.iu. i3.^^li re^e^m04 usffQvi th^ curfi of the law; hAih ju/t^ed 

i3i, 38. iV. ^nd mfnrieii. nghHwJhefs ia us mthaui ike ztH^rks «f the 

y'lil/^^* ^^9 (without fuch pundval performances a» the law 

Gal. V. 1^. exa^fi?) we are iflijwredfrQm.ihe hw, (as to thcife efi^jfts 

of il ; the eaiidemning> dif<?ours|ging, enilaving v^^) we 

cea^fe to be vender the law, (ii| |hofe i^%efts>) being under 

grace> being led by the Spirit, a& St. Pau]| tells u&. The 

Law indeed ia ftiH our rule, our guid^, our goyemor ; we 

are pbUged to follow and obey it ; but it ceafes to he a 

tyrant over ua, a tormentor of ua- 

} Cor. XV. , Qeitth is alfo an enem^y^ {The bifl enemy,, i^th St« Paul, 

^rAickJhM be d^ojfed, is death,} the eneiny, which pa-r 

lurally we moft fe^r and abominate i that whioh would 

utterly deftroy ua, 

Aas n. 24. Thk enemy our Lord l^^ath Yanquilhed and deflroyed; 

20. ' ' by hh death ani refurrefiUon he opened the way to a 

^^*^** happy immortality J he aboliJShed deati,. md braughl liff 

Col. u 18. md immerialUy to ligh^ hy, the Gofpeii Hehy his deQtk 

A^liL^'is.^^^^ ikta» that hod ihe power ^ decUkj and deUvered 

'A^fi^h them, who by fear <f death were through their whole Ufs 

2'Tim. i. ^bf^ to bandage; he pulled oi:^t fin> which ia the ffing pf 

??\ ., ^ death, and reveifiad the fentence of condemnation, to 

Ro9). \i» which we all flood obnoxious* The t*iageis y^^ (that 

^®* which we had deferved, and was by law du^ to. us fof it) 

was death ; but the gift of God is eyerla/Ung l^fe, by Jffus 

Ckr\fl mr Lord^ 

LaMy, HeU, (thajt ia, uiteK darknefs, extreme dif^em^ 

fo^t, intolexahb and endlefa miCbry,) the mofk difmal of 

aU esiemies, our Lor^ hath, by the virtue of hia merits^ 

^d Ihe pow^r of hia grace, pi^t ua kktQ a capac^tjs of 

i^Thefidi. af^idiKig; B^ A«(A,a& St^ PlaulbeWetoldu^^jWfdas 

i%iT. XV* #^^ *A^ wruith /e wwf* Helt^ wh$r^ k thy vi&vf^ 

Rev. ^x. -^^^ ^^^ hfi^Jh»lk be oq^ into tii^ lah^ tfjr^^ 

14. 
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^Jert^ and explained. 42 1 

Thu^ fcath dur Lord in our behalf v^nqmfhed and de- SERM.' 
feftted every thing that is oppofite or prejudicial to tmt LXXIV> 
ISlIvatieh Aiii welfare. Many indeed of theie things do iii 
a idOre immediate, more peculiar, and more fignal manner 
Concern the faithful members of the Ghriftian Cbureh, and 
are dircftly applied to them } yet all of them iti fome f6rt, 
according to God'g defign, and in refp^ft to a remote 
capacity, tnay b@ Hifeired to all mejt. They ate benefits 
which God intetided fet all men, and which all men (if 
they h€ tioi faulty and wanthfg tof themfelved) n^ay ob- 
taiii. How they mote efpecially appertain to the fedthf ui> 
w^ fnay ihew afterward. 

APPLICATION. 

ii Hence arifeth great matter and caiife of glorifying 
God I b^th froin the thing itfelf and its extent; for th6 
magtdtude of be^ficerice is to be effimated, hot only ac* 
ecfding W the d^grC^ df quality, but aecordittg to its am-^ 
plit^e Of dtg^: td redden* ahy d6th fignfify goodnrfs^ 
to redeem many doth increafe it, to redeem all doth ad- 
vance it to the higheft pitch; the mOre are dbligid^ Che 
greater is th^ glory diie to the htntfAetoti 

Hente the eai^tk heihg full df ilvd goadmfs of the Lotd, 
ty lArd ie^g gfOchus unto all, and his in&tey b^ing bv^t 
fdl hii wdftk^y all creattR^ pattaking of Ood^ibounty5 is 
fo often infilled upon in thofe divine hymns, as a groted 
of ^nufe to Godv 

S€«h4 dd hfdeed fpeak of glorifykig G6d for his diT^ 
crlAinftt^tifg gi^^^ee^ as if grace the na^bwcif it i^eih the 
heiust it w^re 1 but is Mt felfiftnef^ and envy at the h^t-^ 
t^ifi df this if I'S' hot this the difpo^tion of thofe in the 
Go^]^ who fmin^fed-'-^^is thine eye epil leedMjii ihine 
%igd6df 

Wv^ AaigCl?ous tdi riftrtu* G6d- s beh^Volencig and bene- 
ficence within t^btirids nai^rdwer thdSi th^;^ r«^ ire ; 

tf. H^^by k <ttf6dve^ the general dbligigftidn cf meti 
t«f^ K$¥^ G^ / W p#df^ VaAf t^ f^rtte hi^ lA i&M Gi his 
gpodnefs, in ¥t^tix^ U^ %ktitA9bfkmy ^&i df ^HSm&i^ 

Be3 
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4^2. The Do&ririe of Univerfal Redemption 

SERM. toward him: If God hath been fo kindly afre£ted toward 
LXXI V. men, and fo careful of Cheir w:elfare, as for procuring and 
""""^"^ promoting their falvatton to provide a Saviour for them, to 
defign his own beloved Son to that performance, in pro- 
fecution thereof depreffing him into fo Iowa (late, expofing 
him to fuch inconveniences and indignities, fuch cro&s 
and afili£iion8, how much are then all men obliged to love 
him, as their gradous friend and benefa&of; to praife and 
celebrate him for his favour and mercy, to render all bleff* 
Rev. V. 9. ings and thanks unto him ? Thi& certainly is the duty of 
Col!i!'ui'. ^'^^ ^f ^^^ redemption in God's defign reach to all; other- 
wife in reality it lieth on few, in pra&ice it could fcarce 
touch any. . They cannot be obliged to thank God for 
their redemption, who are not obliged to him for the 
thing itfelf ; they cannot heartily refent die kindnef^ who 
are not aflured that it extends to them : and to fuch aOur* 
ance (according to the doctrine of particular redemp- 
tion) it is cert^ that very few men, efpecially of the 
beft men, can arrive ; it is a queftion whether any men 
arrive' thereto. 

According to the fenfe of all men, it is alfo no eafy 
thing to know certainly, whether a man at prefent be in 
the ftate of grace : and he that doth not know that, can- 
not (except upon the fcore of general redemption) be af- 
fured that he is redeemed; and therefore cannot thank 
God, 

It hath been the common dodirine of Chrifl^idom for 
fifteen hundred years together, that no man (without a 
fpecial revelation) can in this life be aflured of his perfe- 
verance, and confequently not of his lalvation ; and confe- 
quently not of his ele£don or redemption, in cafe only 
they who are faved are in the defign of God redeemed ; 
no man therefore, without that fpecial revelation, can thank 
God h&Btrtily for his redemption, as beuig uncertain there- 
of, it being a fecret referved in God's breaft. 

It is yet a farther difficulty, fuppofing a man to have a 
good lUTurance of his prefent ftate, to be aflured of his 
find perfeveranoe in it : which he that hath not, ciM^not 
{except upon the faid fcoTe) thank God for it. 
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qffhrted and exptdmed. * 423 

The beft men efpecially, who, out of modcfty and hu SERM, 
niility, are apt to doubt of their prefent ftate ; who ftudy- LXXIV. 
ing their hearts, and difcovering many imperfe^ons in 
th^mfelves ;. who refleding on their lives, and obferving in 
them many defe&s, are ajit to queftion whether they are 
qualified for God's favour, or fitted for the future account 
and enjoyment of heaven ; who confidering the treachery 
of their hearts, the feeblenefs of their reafon, that un«» 
(leadinefs of their refotution, will be apt to fear they may 
fall away, will be rendered hence uncapable to give Grod 
thanks for th^r redemption: only the bold and blind 
bayards (who ufually out of felf-conceit are fo exceed- 
ingly confident of their election and fiilvation) will be able 
to praife God for it* 

Hence the afliirance of falvation happening to few, and 
of them to much fewer upon good grounds ; it being ne- 
ceflary to none, it being perhaps (yet far more probably, 
according to the general fenfe of Chrifiendom) groundlefs 
to any } few or none are capable to render Grod praife and 
thanks for it : fo (hall he lofe in effect all thanks for the 
greateft benefit he did ever confer on mankinds 

It 19 therefore a dangerous opinion, which checketh 
their gratitude, which ftoppeth their mouths from praifing 
God, virfaich fp depriveth God of his due praife. It is 
mvHsh moie fefe to praife God for the benefits we con- 
cdve we have, but have not, than to neglefl: to praife him 
for that we have. 

• 3* This dodrine doth afford great matter of comfort. 
If a man refie6ting on his own heart and ways (obferving 
in them many blemiihes and defeats) is apt to be difcou- 
raged, yet it will nufe him to confider, that he is not 
thereby excluded from a poffibility of falvation, feeing he 
is afliired of God's favourable inclination, and who hath 
eiqnefied fo much good- will and favour toward him in his 
redemption; feeing he is perfuadedj that he hath a Savi- 
our fo kindly and pitifully affected toward him i who 
mfiieth him wells "^^ ^ concerned in his falvation, that 
he might not be crofied or defeated, in hi^ defigns, that he 
might aot loJe^ tbe.efie&s of his: endeavours, the price of 
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4H The Do&rine ^ Univer/klR^d^mption 

SERM. his blood. But he that feeth bimfelf in fo doubtful axon- 
LXXIV. ditipn> as to. his 0wn qualifications^ and willud hath no 
affur^nce that God was tjver graciouily difpofed towaid 
hiin^ cannot but thereby be much difcouraged. 

This do&tine ther^ore is fafe and ufeful ; it can do no^ 
man harm ; it may do him great good^ by ^ving him 
hopes gf being aflifted and accepted by his Redeemer.^ 
But the other is dangerous, as tending to dlfcourage and 
dejeft mep. 

4. This dpdrine is a great incitement to the pcrfiwtn- 
ance of duty; both as working upon men's ingenuity, and 
diipofing them iq gratitude to ferve God> from the refeut- 
ment of their obligation for fo great a favour ; and as af- 
furing them of acceptance in cafe of endeavour to obey- 
How can he but be moved williigly to ferve God, who 
hath an apptehenfion of God's fuch merciful defignio fave 
him } of his havkig done fo much in order thereto ? 

But how can be be moved to ferve God in confideratioa 

of fuch a benefit, who is ignorant of its being intended 

him ? How cap any man apply himfelf cheerfully to fenre 

that mailer^ whofe favourable incUnaUon toward hiin> 

whofe readinefs to. accept his fervioe^ he doubteth of? 

1 Cor. vi. The Apoftles propound it as a groiind of .gnititude, and 

^*^p . an obligation te the performance of duty, that they ard 

' redeemed by Chrift ; which fuppofeth they do aU know 

and believe it. 

Suppofing Chrift is not the Redeemer of all, but of 
thofe only who fhall be finally favbd^ thefe grounds of 
thankfulnefs and enforcements c^duty cannot propefiy 0^ 
pertinv^ntly refpc^ all Cbriftians^ and indeed. only thofe 
who lire, fore of their falvation. 

]y[y thanking Chrift for hi^ redeemii^ me, my dili^ 
gently fervipg him as my Redeemer, fuppofedi my opi-^ 
nion, and is. gtounded upoxr the truth of his being' really 
fo : — I cannot heartily, confidently, or comfortably de>it, 
^xcepl I know it, and am aflured thereof^ which I oanooA 
if>^ ej^^t Chrift died for all men^ oir that I am afliiwt^f 
»y particular el^fiion. 
^ . So that ^kher .Cfanft ia aa uimrer&I Sa^viomr,. or tbe 
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qfferfed and explained. 4^^ 

greateft part of Chriftians are difobliged and incapacitated SERM. 
reafonably to thank him, to pr^fe him, to ferve him, as LXXIV. 
diey are enjoined to do. ^ 

5. It is a great ^gravation of infidelity, of apofiafy, 
of all difobedience, that we are guilty of them, do 
frt^bate the defigns and undertakings of Chrift, do rejeft 
the overtures of his grace, do abufe the goodnefs and 
mercy of their Redeemer j it confequently deterreth from 
thofe things. 

The PMarifees and Lawyers rqe&ed the counfel of God LuVtviu 
towatd them ; (God therefore defigned their goo^.) ^^' 

Hewjhall we efcape that negkSt Jo great falvaiion ? A Hcb. ii. 3. 
falvation which they were capable of, which was defigned 
for them, which wa» offered to them; otherwife there 
would have been no danger in negle£ting it, no fault in 
doing it. 

It is faid of the Jews at Antioch in Pifidia, that theyAeu xiiu. 
did ^iroDdfMrdtti, thrufi away the Go/pel, {the word offalva- ^*' *^' 
tion, that was fent them,) judging themj€lve9 unworthy t^ 
etemttl life: God did think fit out of goodnefs ferioufly to 
offirr it to them, but they did not think fit to embrace it. 

De/pife/i thou the riches of God*s goodnefs f How can 3 Pm. iii. 9. 
any man ddptfe that which doth not concern him, wUch '"' "* ^* 
never was offered him, which at leaft he hath no ground 
of confidence, that it extendeth to him f 

Thefe tkhgs Ifpeak that ye may be fbved : fo our Lord John v. 34, 
faith to thofe— m;*o did not believe in him. ^^' 

How often have I willed^ &c. Matt. »xHi, 

Denying the Lord that bought them. l^p^^^ ji ,^ 

6. It i» a great enoouragement and excitement to de- 
votion* Who can be backward of having recourfe to his 
Xtedeemer; or of ufing his mediation^? Whom will not 
ftich an experiment of goodnefs invite and encomrage? 

Biit the contrary apprehenfion muft needs damp devo- 
tion, and difcourage from it. He can apply himWf to 
God but &intly and St^tnAfuily, who diftrufleth whether 
he hath any Red^mar or Mediator, or no; who nrnf! thus 
conodve and iay to* hUi^elf : PtAaps God hath foved me, 
and perhaps he never had nor will have any regard tdumy 
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4^6 ThB DoSlrineoJ Univerfal Redemption afferted tic. 

SBRM. welfare. Perhaps Chiift died with intention to do iM 
LXXI V, good ; perhaps he never did mean any fuch thing. Per- 
haps thofe expreffions of kindnefs founding fo generally 
do not include me ; perhaps I am excluded^ and only de- 
luded by them. When a man cannot fay to Chrift^ O my 
Saviour i — O my Me<Uator ! Sec. nor ufe his interceffion 
with God for the procurement of fisuth^ of grace^ of any 
good thing. 

7. It is a ground and motive of charity; .there arifing 
thence a more confiderable relation between all men; 
being all the objects of Chrift's love and mercy fhould 
endear men to one another ; it rendereth every man va- 
luable in our eyes^ as dear and precious in God's fight« 
It fhould make his falvation defirable to us« 

Pray for all men, feith St. Paul. 

The contrary opinion removeth this ground of charity ; 
and fo cooleth it. 

8. It fhould confequendy render us careful to promote 
the falvation of others, and fearful to hinder it by ill ex*? 
ample^ by ill do£trine, by any mifbehaviour. So dotii St« 
P^ argue, when he faith, De/iroye/l thou him for whom 
Chrijidiedf 

9. It is a piece of juflice to acknowledge the right and 
interefl of every man in his Saviour. 

A wrong to exclude any; to confine and appropriate 
this great bleffing ; to engrofs, to inclofe a coitoion ; to 
reflFEun that by forging diftinSions, which is fo unlimit- 
edly exprefTed. 

The undertakings -and performances of our Saviour did 
Tefpe&sSl men, as the common works of nature do; as 
the six we breathe in, as the fun which fhineth on us; the 
which are not given to any man particularly, but to all 
generally; not as a prc^r inclofure, but as a common-«- 
they are indeed mine, but not otherwife than as they do 
belong to all men. 

A gift they aie to all equally, though they do not piove 
to all a bleffing; there bring no common ^t, which by 
the refufid, negled, or iU ufe of il may not prove a cur& 

ifavour of death. 
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SERMON LXXV, 



THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, TIDINGS OF 
GREAT JOY. 



Luke ii, la 

And the angel faid unto them. Fear not : for, behold, I 
' bring you tidings oj great joy, which Jhall be to all 
• people^. 

JLhE proper bufinefs of a fefiival is fpiritual joy, con* SERM« 
ceived in our hearts by refledUon on fome notable bleffing LXXV. 
conferred on us 5 accompanied with a grateful fenfe and 
expreffion, anfwerable to the fpecial bounty and mercy of 
God, in due proportion to the nature and degree of that 
blefling. 

. Such joy is a duty, or a part of reli^ous devotion, re~ 1 TheC ▼. 
quired by God, and very acceptable to him ; for as God Rom. xu. 
would have his fervants perpetually content, well fatisfied, ^\ 
and cheerful in all fiates, and upon all occurrences $ fo he 
doth efpecially demand from us, that we fhould entertain^ 
his favours with delight and complacence ; it bdng pro* 
per, it being feemly, it being juft, fo to do : for fince joy 
is a natural refult of our obtaining whatever we do appre- 
hend good, or efteem and affed:; the conception of it is a 
plain argument, that we do well underftand, do rightly 
prize, da cordially like, do thankfully embrace God's fa- 
vours ; as, on the contrary, a defeft of it doth imply, that 
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4^8 The Naitvity of our Ltord^ 

S£RM. we do not mind them, or take them to be little worth, 

LXXV. that we do not fenfibly reliih them, or accept them kindly. 
And if ever we are obliged, if ever we are concerned fo to 
rejoice, then iurely it is now ; when the faireft occafion 
and higheft caufe of joy that ever was is prefertted to us ; 
when certain news from heaven, and the beft that ever 
came from thence, of the m<^ admirable, the moft glori- 
ous, the moft beneficial event, that ever happened in the 
world, is in a manner fuitably rare conveyed t<J us^ for. 
Behold^ faith the angel, I hring you tidings of great joyy 
which Jhall he to all people. 

Upon which wbrds (each whereof is emphatical, and 
pregnant with matter obfervable) we fliall firft make a 
brief defcant, or paraphrafe, fupplying the room of a curi- 
ous analyfis ; then we fhall urge the main duty couched 
m th^n. , 

. 'IW, Behold : This is a word denoting admiration, €^x- 
citing attention, intimating ajfurance : Behold, and admire; 
it is no mean, no ordinary matter, that I report, but a 

^ ' "i moft remarkable, a veiy raarvelk)i» event : B^h^ldf ixiA 
attend; it h a bufinefs not to be pt^fkd <>vet with imi^l f^ 
gard, but mo& wonby your dotiUdttSXion^ 6f high tm- 
mcni and coticemment to ydu. Behold icndtfee; it id no^ 
uncertain, ug> obfcnire thing ; but f hat whereof yoU ftfay 
be fully affured, as if it were moft evident to your fenfe, 

' ^ and which by eonfpicuatzs proofs (hall be demdnftrated ; 
in the mean while you have no flight Aiithwity fof it : for 
EvayyeJj^ofuatj 1 bring good tidings; 7, at* angel, a ^- 
oial me(fo>ger of God purpofdy feirt on this drristnd, that by 
the ftrangenefs of my apparition I may excite ycm to rtf -^ 
gard it, by the weight ctf my teftim<Miy I fnay inelme ydtif 
to believe it, by the dignity of my nature I iuay declare 
the i^iportance of it j 7, a f^Miil ftrvant of G6d, and * 
fcinil fHend to meil, very wiBing a* hi^ eoni]3liaMd to -^r- 
form good officer to them, Si^ bring^^ a mcffl^^ well' bef-^ 
comirig an Migers m<«rth, n^drtW my defcent front fceavcn,: 
&nd piUtiflg on this vifiye fitaipe : foi^ 7 Iri^ 

lEuayYikl^ofiou x«pay [iByaXiiVy good tidings of great joy : 
I bring .tidings that may gmlsfy the duiofity of^aiiy mat). 
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; TIdnigs ^ griai Jilfk 449 

the inin4 of man saturaUy being greedy of news : good SERM; 
lidipgs; ihofe mre^^elcome to all men, and apt to yield ^^^* 
more pleafure than any knowledge we had before: tidings 
^joy ; fuch as may not only mimfler a dry fatiafafiiion to 
your reafon, but fenfibly touch your affeftiofts, by the 
comfortable nature and beneficial tendency of themi 
tidings of great joy; as not touching any il)different ov 
petty bufinefS) but afiairs of neareft concernment and 
higheft oonfbquence to you ; (fuch, indeed^ as you (hall 
underftand^ which do concern not the poor interefts of 
this world, not the forry pleafures of fenfe, not any Qen*- 
der advantage of your prefent life and temporal fiate; but 
your fpiritual welfare, your everlafting condition, the fii-» 
ture joy and happinefa of your fouls ;) tidings^ indeed, the 
moft gladfome that ever founded upon earth, that eve? 
entered into martal*ear: thefelArmg 

'Tf»», to you: to yoxxfitepherds ; perfons of mean condif 
^on and fimple capacity, leading this innocent and hum*^ 
l>le fort of life, employed in your honeft vocation, \mder-< 
goii\g toilfome labour and fore hardfhip \ witnefs the open Luke ii. «« 
field, witnefs thje cold feafon, witnefs the dark nighty in 
which. I find you watching and guarding yovr fheep^Pftuperibia* 
to yau, who could expeft no very welcome tidings \ ^^^^^^^ 
are Uttle concerned in any great tranfa£tions, and can&c* Mtm^ 
have finall ambition or hope of bettering your condition ^^^^'^J, 
by any changes here ; even to you (not in the firft place 
to the mighty princes, to the cra^y ^atefineny to the fage 
philqfopkevsy or learned rabbles, to the wealthy merchants, 
or fine citizens, who now are warm In their houfes, enjoy* 
ing their eafe and pleafure ; repofing on their beds, or fit- 
Vng byj their fires, cur revelling at their banquets and fportsj 
but to you) poor, harmlefs, filly, induftrious fouls, who well 
may reprefent the greater and better part of mankind; 
in this furprifing and abfolutely free way the gracioua 
Lard of heaven by me. his fpedal minifter doth vouchfafe 
(SO fefid from thence, tidings of great joy .« which (hall be 
. Ilavri T« Am^, ta cdt people ; or rather to all the P^fi^Sf^^i^ ^ 
^XBt is, to God's ancient and peculiar people, in regard to 34. x. 6.' 
whioh it is faid^ I vms not font but to the toft Jbeep of th»l^'^^^^ 

47. A€ls »ii. 46. Ifa ii. 3. ^Tech iz. 9« Rooou ul .4. 
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4S^ The NaiwUjt tfmr Lard, 

SERkf. hoiife of Iftael; to that people^ I fay, efpecially, prima^ 

I#XXv. yiiy^ j^jjj more immediately diis joy did appertiun; it, by 

a clofer relation to God, and fpecial intereft in his pro- 

mifes, having pkuneft title thereto ; it, from anticipations 

of knowledge, &ith, and hope, being more capable to ad* 

mit fuch an overture ; it indeed being the reprefentative 

of all the fjnritual Iftael, or faithfiil feed of Abraham, for 

whom the benefits which thefe tidings import were de-* 

figned ; to it firft indeed, but mediately and confequen- 

tially to all people difperfed on the face of the earth* 

The expreffion feemeth adapted to the prefent conceits of 

that nation, which apprehended nothing about God's 

favourable intentions to the community of men : but in 

efleft it is to be underftood extenfively in reference to all 

people : for the Saviour, the Chriift^ the Lord, of whom 

this good news did report, was not only to be the Re* 

deemer and Governor of that fmall people, but of the 

world, of every nation, of all mankind : here indeed we 

Lake u. 31. have nravri r^ A«n», to all the people; but in the nunc dimit" 

tis of old Simeon, we have iFavrw rm Kam, of all the peo* 

t^v:k9iu9o.ples: Mine eyesy faid he, have feen thy falvatton, which 

thou haft prepared before the face of all the peoples; As he 

Lukeii. 33. was the glory of his people Ifrael; as in him God did vifif 

Aadzni.47. ^'^^ re£2eem that his people; fo he was made a light to 

ifa. xlix. 6. lighten the Gentiles^ and to leforfalvation to the uttervtoft 

Luke U.38. ends of the earth : he was the expeSiation of Ifrael; but he 

S.*f'A**J' was likewife the defire of all nations: he was deftined to 
Kal. U.S. , . o* t I TT . li- . y. .. 

Mic. v.a. rule m Stdn; but the Heathen alio were given for hts tn- 

heritancey and the uttermqft parts of the earth for his 

Ifii. xi. 10. poffeffion : he was the root of Jeffcy which Jkould Jiandfor 
an enfign of the people^ to which the GentUes Jkould feek ; 
be was that royal Perfon, of whom the Pfahnift did fing, 

Pfal. Ixzii. Men Jhall he hlejfed in him; all nations Jkall call him 

^^' blejfed. 

He was to be bom by nation a Jew, but a man by na- 
ture; the Son of man was a ftyle which he commonly did 
own and afre£t, no lefs than the Son of Abraham, or of 

Gal. iv. 4. David; he was bom indeed under the law, but of a woman; 

Heb. ii. 14. and therefore brother to us all, as partaker of the fame 
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Tiding$ of greaiJbif. 43^. 

fleftt and llood: hisnce was he endued with an human SEAM, 
compaffion^ and with a fraternal affefkion toward all men; LXXV^ 
hence was he difpofed to extend the benefit of his cha- 
ritable and gracious performances unto them allr 

Judea therefore muft not ingrofs this angelical Gofpel ; 
it is of importance moft univerfal and unlimited, reaching 
through aU fucceffions of time, and all extenfions of place; 
filling all ages and all regions of the world with matter and 
with obligation of joy : hence even by Mofes anciently 
(according to St. Paul's interpretation) were all nations 
upon this account invited to a common joy ; Rejoice^ faidRom. zr. 
he> ye nations with his peoph* Hence, in forefight of 0e\i|^„|{, 
this event, the holy Pialmift (as the Fathers expound^®* 
him ^) did fing, The Lord reignethy let the earth rejoice j let PfaL zcrii. 
the multitude ofi/les be glad thereof: hence, Singy OJhotL\^^\ J" 
barren^ thou that didft not bear; break forth into fngingy 
and cry^ aloud, thou thai didft not travail with child^-^Theitiuxxxf.u 
wildernefs and thefolitary place Jhall be glad, the defert 
Jhall rejoice and bloj/bm as the rofe — Sing unto the Lord aiiauxlii. lo. 
newfong, and his praifefrom the end of the earth, laid the 
eviingelical Prophet in regard to this difpenfation ; in fine^ 
this angel himfelf did interpret his owa words, when in 
concert with the heavenly choir he fang that anthem. 
Glory be to God in the higheft; on earth peace, and good* luIw ii. u. 
will toward men : whence we may colle£l that a peace 
iiifiufed over the earth, and a good- will extended toward 
all men, were implied in thefe tidings of great joy to all 
peopie. 

. We then are all concerned in thefe tidings, and we may 
loQk on them as by this heavenly Evangelift imparled to 
us ; whence our duty muft be to liften with reverent at-- 
tention unto them, ferioufly to weigh the purport of them, 
dillgdntly to contemplate the reafons of that great joy, 
which effeAually fliould be produced in us by them, as 
iheir proper and due refult ; to further which prafiice, let 
us take fome profpeft of this Gofpel, whereby it may ap- 

' ' Thf ^^ori^etf TV fttrn^oi Xvri^anmii le^oXiyu, Theodor, 
'•Totum ad Chriftum rcvoccmus, fi volumus iter re6lae intelligcntise tenere, 
40|f. iff. ly. xcvi. 7*. 
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43^ The Naiwiiy 6/ our Lord, 

9ERM. pear pleafant/and apt to kindk c %igbUy« joyki me 
LXXV. hearts* The matter of it ia the natii^ty of our ewr Uefied 
Lord and Saviour Chrift Jefus; for^ To you, faith our 
angel^ is bom this day a Sauiour, who is Chrift the. Lord; 
an occurrence fraught with all the greateft caufes of joy 
imaginable ; as importing innumerable, imexpreffibly and 
unconoeivably vaft advantages thence fpringing to us. 

It doth minifter occafion of rejoicing for all the bleflf^ 
ings, which did flow firom each of his falutary undertak-^' 
ings and performances ; for all the mercies fmrchafed by 
the merits of bis obedience, and by the price of his blood; 
'for all the graces ifiuing firom his difpenfation of the Holy 
Sfariti for all the benefits con&quent on his illuftrioos 
refiureftion, afoenfion, and glorification ; as being a good 
entrance to them, yea, a great progrefs in them,, and a 
certain pledge of their full accomplifhment : for all the 
work of our redemption was in a manner jichieved, when 
Our Saviour did appear; his incarnation was the great 
ilep toward it, as bdbg an a& of the humbleil obedience^ 
and of the higheft merit, that could any wife be perfonn- 
^, for fatisfying the juftice of God, and winniz^ his fa* 
vour towafd us. His taking up life may wdlieem more 
meritorious than his laying it downy and the diief paffion 
which he could ever undergo ; his death was a paffion, 
great as death could be; his life alfo was a continual 
paffion, or exerdife of huge patience: but bis birth feemeth 
to be the greateft and ftrangeft paffion of all ; involving 
the loweft fubmiffion and the deepeft fuffering. What 
AoUer facrifioe could there be, than God's offering bim- 
felf up to mortality, to infirmity, to flavery? What obe- 
dience can be thought of comparable to that which he 
Heb. X. 7. did exprefs, when be f»d, JLo, I come to do thy udlly 
|ohiivt.86* God: lemne down, not that I might do my oum wiU^ hit 
the will of him that font me. For him to defcend from 
heaven, the region of light and Mifs, into this gloomy 
and fad world ; for him in a manner to diveft himfelf of 
celeftial majeily, and to aiTume the form of a fervant ; for 
lum to be inclofed in a womb^ and to come out wailing 
thenoe, to fuck at a breaft for life, to be carried m annS| 
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Tidings of great Joy. 4J3 

toi laid in 9. maaigcr, to enter on a ftage of teing fo very fiERRf* 
low and)iomely ; for him, I fay, tlie Lord of glory j thus LXXV. 
to empty and nbqfe hkiifeJf^ j may not this reafonably be phu, ii, 7^ 
deemed more than, after his becoming man, to fuftain all **• 
the grievanees incident to our nature and ftate ? Whence 
ilie very ttjfumption of flefli was^ faith St* Athanafius, the 
redemption ofaU mankind^. He was at leaft thetice en-« 
{(aged in the way of a6ting and fuffering whatever was 
needful for our recovery; and having gone fo far, af*- 
faredly he never would flinch or recoil, but would go 
through with aH; being come, he would -fhew himfdf 
cooie -to purpofe, leaving no part unfiniihed of his grand 
-defign* 

So that as they, who celebrate the birth of a prince, do 
fnean hereby to exprefs their joy ifbr all the g^od, which 
they do hopefully prefume to enjoy from hi« proteftion 
and conduft afterward in all his life j and as they, who 
welcome the fan-rifing, do imply their fatisfaftion in the 
cenvenieiJces <tf Ks light through the whole enfuing day 5 
fo- may the nativity of our Lord afford matter of rejoicing 
for all the train of mighty bleffings which do fucceed it. 
We may therefore now well confider him bom to inftruft 
u» ty his excdicnt doftrine, and to guide us by his per- 
feA -example ; bom to merit God's mercy and favout to- 
irard us,^by an entire fubmiffion to God*s pdeafure in the 
•wfeote txmdoft of his life, and in the final refignation of 
it 5 bom to -renew and fanfittiy our nature, to fupport and 
•ftrengthen us in obedience to <jod's comriiand^mentSj to 
fuccouriis in temptations, to comfort us Iii diftrefles by 
-his grace ; 'bom to rear himfeif from the grave for con- 
finning our 'faith, and enfuring our hopes of falvatioii; 
^wrn to ttfcend up above all the heavens to <jod*^ right 
*hand, there effeftually to intercede for us, thence libe- 

3* C Arr, p. 385. vid. p. 618. 

A^X*^^ ^^' *^' UtfT^tf fd^mt, 4rc. Gf(g, Naau Or, 38. 

Creatoris-ad creataram defcenfio credentium eft ad setema prove£lio« Leo 
M^d^ NuU 8erm. 5. 

VOL. Ill, F f 
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434 7%6 Nat wily of cur Lord, 

SERM. rally to difpenfe all heavenly bleffings to us^ Well may 

LXXV. we now rejoice^ as feeing him come to difclofe the way 

'""■""~~" of happinefs, to eftablifli the covenant of grace^ to void all 

the obftru£Uons, and fubdue all the enemies to our wel- 

fere : well may we cdebrate this birth, as by its virtue 

, blelSng the Patriarchs^ enlightening the Prophets^ infpir- 

ing the Martyrs with faith and courage^ enduing all the 

Saints^ that ever have been, with grace, and crowning 

them with glory ; fo that in this day we have the paffion, 

the pafchf the afcenfion, the pentecoft, the memorials of 

every faint fuggefted to us ^ ; the joys of all our feftivals 

do confpire or commence in this ; which is the head and 

fpring, which is the fruitful feed, which is the hopeful 

. morning of them all. . JJivrot ravra r^; vapouaiig yjfuipag X^'^ 

Greg. Njrff. h^ir eum^ yap ^p^i rmv efs^vi$ aya^mv. All thefe things, faith 

torn. II. p. g^^ Gregory Nyffen, are the grace of this prefeni day, for 

. it began the goods which did in order fucceed. 

But waving the numberlefs benefits fo confequent on the 
.nativity, we fhall only touch fome of thofe which have a 
more formal and clofe relation thereto. 

I pafs over the contemplation of that fweet harmony 

between the old and the new world; in which, to our 

comfortable fatisfaftion, the fweeteft attributes of God 

(his goodnefs, his wifdom, his fidelity and conflancy) 

do illuflrate themfelves, by completion of the ancient pro- 

mifes, preiigurations, and predidiions touching this event. 

I forbear alfo to refleft on the happy alteration and 

amendment of the world, which our Lord's cpming did 

Jnduce, by comparing the flate of things before it, with 

that which followed it ; the confideration of which cafe is 

. very pleafent, and produftive of joy. Firfl then, 

I. Let VIS confider, that the nativity doth import the 
completion. of many ancient promifes, predi£tions, and 
prefigurations concerning it ; that whereas all former dif- 
penfations of &vour and mercy were as preludes or pre- 
ambles to this; the old Law did |dm to reprefent it in 
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Its my (lerious pomps; the chief of providential occur- SERM. 
rences did intimate it; the Prophets often in their my- LXXV. 
ftical raptures did allude to it, and often in dear terms 
did exprefs its; the gracious defigns of God^- and the 
longing expectations of mankind being fo varioufly irii- 
plied in regard thereto; now all is come to be fulfilled^ 
. and perfefted in moft clear, moft effeftual, moft fubftan- 
tial accompliflunent ; now is fprung up th2iX. feed of theGtn,)\\»\i» 
rwomauy which, according to the firft Gofpel preached 
to Adam, fhould hmife the ferpenfs head; now is the 
myftical Ifaac, the miraculous Son of promife^ bom ; now 
is that grant to Abraham, In thy feed Jhall all the nations Gen, xxiU 
.of the ejarth be HeJJedy made good; now is Shilah come,]^^^ ..j 
.of whom Jacob foreboded, tinto him the gatherings of tke^6\ 
^people Jhall be; now is that oracle of Mofes more thani^"'*'^* 
verified, A prophet Jhall the Lord your God raife up unto Deut. xviif. 
you of your brethren^ like to me; him Jhall ye hear} nowj^^^.j. ^^ 
J he Star is come out of Jacobs the vifion whereof dazzled vii. 37. 
Balaam, and flopped him from curfing that people, injj,""**"*^* 
which it fhould arife; now is that oath difeharged to 
David, Of the fruit of thy body will Ifet upon thy throne;^- cxxxii. 
now thofe illuflrious predi£bions of Ifaiah, TAere^a/ZLukci. 33. 
came forth a Rod out of the Jlem of Jejfe — A virgin Jhall^y^' *^' }'^ 
conceive, and bear afon; to us a child is born, to us a Jon is 6, ihr. ao.' 
given; Qvd the government Jhall be on hisjhoulders — There ^^^'^** 
Jhall come out of Sion the deliverer, and Jhall turn ungod-^^r-^^'i'^i-i- 
linefsfrom Jacob, are fully accompliihed; now the »%A/- zcch! iii. s. 
^eous Branch, of which Jeremiah and Zechariah fpake^ is^^* ^^* 
fprouted forth; and Ezekiel's One Shepherd, Daniel's SonEzek. 
of many coming with the clouds of heaven*, Micah's ^w/er^"JT: '^^^ 
in Ifrael, whofe goings forth have been from old; Haggai'sDan.Yii.13. 
Defre of all wa^iaw^; Malachi's Angel of the covenant, j^^^^^J{i^^ 
and S.^.n of righteoujnefs, have all in truth appeared: nowHag. ji. 7. 
is that glorious King and Captain arrived, whom theiv, a/ * 
holy Oracles do fo magnificently defcribe; whom Mofes 



t Sapientia et benignitas Dei ac falatiferi opcris mora capaciores nos/use 
Tocationis effecit, Ht quod multis iignis, multis vocibus^ multifque myfleriis 
per tot fuerat fccula pronunciatum, in his diebus Evangelii non efTet ambi- 
g.uttm, &c. Leo P. de Nat, Serm, 3. 
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436 Thu Nativily of 6ur Lord, 

SERM. and Jofliua., whom t)aVid And Solomon in fo many pat 
LXXV. circmnftances did forfelhadoW; whom God would Je^ upon 
Pfai. ii. 6. his holy hill of Sion ; the fceptre of wlwfe kingdom is u 
hcxH^u eighty fceptre; who (hotiM raije the tabernacle ofDttM 
Aaszv. 16* that h fallen; before whom all kings fhould fall down^ and 
^^l\ llywhom all nations Jh^uU ferve ; vfho Jkould reign over the 
x>aii.yii.i8. Ac«^ ofJa!tobfor ever, and ofivh^e kmgdorn there fkoM be 

Aug. ih Pf. »*® ^'*"- 

«cvi. Now what can be moi-e delighlM, or fatisfaAory to 

our ihind^ than to refleft on this fwfeet harmony of thing*, 
this goodly corirefpbtiden<* between the old And new 
wotld; Wherein fo pregrtattt evidences xX God's thief 
attributes, (of his g06dnefs, of his wifiibni, of hi« fidelity 
imd conftancy,) all conlpiring to our benefit, do flnne? Is 
it not pleafant to contemplate how provident God faitb 
ever been for our welfare ? what trainis from Ae wbrld's 
beginning, or ever fince our unhappy faH, he hath been 
laying to repair and feftore tis ? how wifely he hrath or- 
dered all difpenfations With a cdnveriteht reftrence and 
tferideniDy to this mafterpiece of grace h? hoW fteady Ke 
hath be^n in pfofek^uting his de%nd, and how feithftd in 
acdompHfhing hib prbmifes concerning it ? 
j6h.Vm.56. If the holy patriarchs did fee this day, and iveihe gldd'^li 
'R-yakXiti^ a glimpfe thereof did caufe their hekrts io leap within 
'*''•• them; if itii Very daWn had on thie fpirits of the t)ro^6fe 
fo vigott>us an influence ', what conifort and coinp&cefefe 
{htdidd We fcfel in thi^ its red prefertce, and. bright ftf^ieA 
on lis ! How feniSbly ithould we be aflfefted with this 6iAr 
happy adv^nlaig^ above thefti; the Whidi cmr Ltjird hfch- 
felf tl*en did teach ufe to eftinHate duly, when he fcid, 
Matt. xiii. J^j^^ are ydih- d^eSyfor th^JSe; and your ears^fbr they 
^^' ^^' hxiar : fhr pisrlfy Ifiy unto 'you, thdt ^dny prd^hets arid 
righfedns men have defried tofek ihdfe iWigsw^ch'^p pe, 
tkd M^e hotjeen th^ ; dft& to heSr iftojh fkin^si u)m€h ^ 
hear, cHtd hctve not heafd them. 

^ Non itaqae novo confilio Deus rebus humanism nee fera mifenitione coa- 
%luit,'(<6d'a bbisfBtiitiotie riitrhdi Mh&ta d^itihcfat othntbUs Satifak faktis 
'iAftltult. teo P.de NaT, Sefta.Q, 

i t^agttatn ttnitti Jtfc'uhdltkt^tti ttinc tfii-j^J^dit Ipfi TsthAi-ti^licbfe, cbm 
ea videbaat in fplritu, non jam unplet^> fi^d'adBuc tufanu Jkjf. in i^/^'tii^ 
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A. Let us confider what alteration our Lord's coming S E R M. 
did induce, by comparing the ftate of thingg before it to LXXV, 
tljat which followed it. The old world then confiding of Eph. ii. i4. 
two parts, fevered by a ftrong wall of partition, made up 
of difference in opinion, in pradice, in affefition, together 
M^th a ftrift prohibition to one of holding intcjrcourfe Aas x. as. 
with the other. 

Of one, and that far the greater part, St. Paul hath 
given us thefe defcriptions and charaAers: Tbey M/«r^Eph. ii. 12. 
(diaisfrom the commonwealth of Ifraelj and Jlrang^s from 
the covenant J having no hope, and being without Qod in the 
world ; they were by nature the children of wrath and of Eph. ii. 8. 
difobedience; they were dead in trefpajfes and fins, walking^^' ^* ^* 
according to the courfe of this world, according to the pritjipe 
of the power of the air, the fpirit that worketh in (he chil^ 
dren of difobedience ; they did walk in the vanity of their Eph. iv. 17, 
mnd, having their underjianding darkened, being alienated^^' ^^ 
from the life of God through the ignorance that was in 
them, becaufe of the blindnefs of their heart ; and being 
P^ feeling, did give thernfelve^ over unto lafcivioufnefs, to 
work all uncleannefs with greed\nefs ; they had their con* Eph. ii. a. 
verfxtion in the lujls of the flejk, fulfilling the defres of the 
Jle/h and of the mind; hemg foolijb, difobedient, deceived,'^'^^ "V «• 
ferving divers lufts and pleafures, living in malice and envy, (Eph."v. s. 
hateful, and hating one another. Such was the cafe, the^^" \^' 
diiinally wretched cafe, of the Qentile world; fuch weren. 
o\jr forefathers, (fuch after them of courfe, by fatal con-]^;^:^; 
fequence, fliould we have been;) they were in their minds *• 
blinded widb grofs ignorance, and deluded with foul caf. iv^s. * 
errors; they were ifi their wills and affeftions corruptied^R*'*'*^'} 
with great diforder, perverfeneft, fenfuality, malice; they 
did in thiaur converlation praftice aU' forts of impiety, ini- 
quity, and impurity ; their conceptions of God were very 
unworthy, and their worfhip anfwerably fuc^; (fiiU of 
fottifli, favage, beaftLy fuperftitions;) their principles wen^ 
vain, and their life conformably diflblute ; in ibort, they 
lived under the dominion and influence of wicked fpi-- 
rits, who dienc^ d-VG ftyled lords and princes pfthis warld,Eph,y'u 19. 
of this air J of this fecular darknefs: even of the 5rifeft"iohnxii. 

31. ziY. 30. xvi. 11. 3 Cor. iv. 4. 2 Tim. ii. 16. CoL i. 13. ii* 15. Afts ziTi* 1». 
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438 The Nativity of our Lord, 

SERM. among them, (the number of whom, notwithflanding the 
LXXV. clatter their writings made, was very fmall and inconfi- 
derable,) of thofe who by the conduft of natural light 
ftrove to difengage themfelves from vulgar miftakes and 
mifcarriages, the cafe was little better; for even their 
minds (after all their ftudious difquifitions and debates) 
proved dark and giddy; full of ignorance, of error, of 
doubt in regard to the main, points of religion and of 
morality ; fome of them flatly denying the exiftence, or 
(which in efieft is the fame) the providence of God ; the 
natural difiin£tion between good and evil, the fpiritual 
nature and future fubfiftence of our fouls, the difpenfation 
of rewards and punifhments after this life 5 others waver- 
ing in doubt, or having but faint perfuaiions about thefe 
matters ; few or none having clear notions, or fteady opi- 
nions about any fuch things ; whence their praSice, in 
oorrefpondence to their rules, muft needs have been very 
loofe, or very lame ; fo that well might our Apoftle fay 
AiasXtfy/tf-- of them. They became vain in their reafoningSy and their 
Rom. i. 2ifo^^i/^ heart was darkened; profe/ftng themfelves wife, they 
—38. became fools; and as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, 
to do thofe things which are not convenient. 

As for the other part, or little parcel of men, the con- 
dition of that was dfo very low : if the reft of the world 
did lie in dark night, they did live but in a dulky twilight; 
Col. ii. 17. their religion was much wrapt up in (hadow and myftery; 
5,Vi^."*' *^®y ^^ ^"^ dilute ideas of God's nature, and fcant dif- 
coveries of his will ; their law or rule of pra£tice in divers 
Rom viii.a. refpcfts was defe£iive and infirm; they were locked under 
^**^'"jj^^*the difcipline of childifli rudiments, fuiting their raw ca- 
i8> 19. pacities, and under the bondage of flavilh yokes, befit- 
ting their ftubbom difpofitions ; which defailances in no- 
tion their praftice commonly did outftrip ; being fond, 
" corrupt, hypocritical, void of interior, fubftantial, and ge- 

nuine righteoufnefs ; as the old Prophets did often com- 
plain, and as our Lord, with his Apoftles, did urge. 
Gtti. iH. aa. Such was the ftate of the world in its parts; and jointly 

RoiQ.«i.da.of the whole it may be fdd, that it wasjhut up under fn 
iu. 9, 19. ^ 
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and guUt^ under darkneft and weaknefa, under death and SERM. 
corruption, under fonrow and woe : that no full declara- 
tion of God's pleafurc, no clear overture of mercy, no ex- 
prefs grant of fpiritual aid, no certain redemption from 
the filth or the force of fin, from the ftroke of death, from 
due punifhment hereafter 5 no encouragements fuitable to 
high devotion, or drift virtue, were anywife in a folemn 
way exhibited or difpenfed before our Lord's appearance : 
fo that well might all men be then reprefented as Cim- 
merians, ^//i/7g in darknefs, in the region and Jhadow q/'ifa. ix. 1. 
death ; well may we fuppofe all ages foregoing to have *"*'^**^ 
teemed with hope and defire of this happy day; or that, as 
St, Paul faith, tfie whole creation (that is, all mankind) Rom. vin. 
groanelh together^ and travaileth together until now ; as 
labouring with pangs of implicit defire, or under a painful 
fenfe of needing a Saviour; well might Ifaiah thus pro 
claim his coming; Arifey Jhine^ Jor thy light is comey a/iJlfa. U. 1, 
the glory of the Lord is rijen upon thee : for, behold, dark- ^* ^' 
nefsjhall cover the land, and grojs darknefs the people; hut 
the Lord Jhall arife upon thee, and his glory Jhall hefeen 
upon thee; and the Gentiles Jhall come to thy light, and 
kings to the Irightnefs of thy rifing ; for, now, the Lord Pfal. xcviii. 
kojth made known his Jalvation, his righteoufnefs hath he * 
openly Jhewed in the fight of the heathen* The Lord hath 
made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations, and 
all the ends of the earth do fee thefaluation of our God. 

Now we are all children of the light j and of the day; 1 Theff v. 
all do know God from the leajl to the great eji; the rareft, ^^ ^^^ ..j^ 
the deepeft notions are grown common and obvious; is. iv.e.) 
every child is inftrufted in the higheft truths, every pea- n. * 
fant is become a great philofopher, (beyond Ariftotle, or*'^'- *^*^* 
Plato, or £pi£tetus,) flcilful of the beft knowledge, able 
to direA his life in the beft way, capable of obtaining the 
beft good. 

Now the Spirit of God (the Spirit of direftion, of fuc- Afts «. 17. 
cour, of comfort fpiritual) is poured upon all flefh. ■^oi^/^^*^ j** 
the grace of God, that bringethfaluation, hath appeared to Luke xxir. 
all men; fidly inftrufting them in their duty, and ftrongly *^' 
enabling^ them to perform it, freely offering them mercy, 

F f 4 
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449 The NaikfUy tf wrlmdy 

S£B.lf. mightily eacoura^ng them with hopes of moft bkfled 
lAXV. rewards. 

Eph. iii. 6. Now Jew and Genule are reunited and compared in 

ii. )»• one body; walking in the iame light, and under obI^« 

tion to the fame laws ; {baring in a common redemptim 

and inheritance ; being infeparably linked together with 

the bands oi £iitb, of charity^ of fpiritual fraternity ) dim 

sCor.Y.i7.pU thingi are paffed away, behold all things are become 

neWf in virtue and confequepce of our Lord's appearance : 

Aii^^ti. in GOdtemplation of which fo great, fo general, fo happy 

Het^ix* 1©.^ change^ how can we forbear to rejoice ? 

But futher, that we may yet more nearly tcnidi the 
point, 

3. Let us confider that the natiWty of our Lord is a 

grand inftailce, a pregnant evidence, a rich eameft of Al* 

mighty God's very great afie£tion and benignity toward 

1 John iv. mankind ; for. In this, faith St* Jobn^ the love of God 

John Hi. 16 ^^* mtCnjfe/led^ that Godfent his only hegoiien Son into 

17. the tvorld: and. Through the tender mercies of our Qodf 

;^ke L 78. fong old Zechariab, the dayfprtngfrom on high did injit 

us : this indeed is the peculiar experiment, wherein that 

moft divine attribute did fliew and fignalize itfelf. The 

power of God doth brightly fliine in the creation, the 

wifdom of God may clearly be difcerned in the govern* 

ment of things ; but the incarnation of God is that work, 

is that difpetifation of grace, wherein the divine goodneis 

doth moft confpicuoufly difplay itfelf. How indeed pof- 

iibly could God have dcmonftrated a greater exceb cf 

kindnefs toward us, than by thus, for our fake and goodf 

fending his deareft Son out of his bofom into this fordid 

^nd fervile ftate, fubjediDg him to all the infirmities of 

our frail nature, expofiag him to the word inconvenienoes 

Pfai.zzivi.of our low condition^? What expreiS(»is can Sffsifyi 

p, cviii. 4. 

k Ap|>aruefBt ante potentta ia rei%iih'creatibiie» apparebMt fapjendft in 

earam gubernattone ; fed boiignitas niifencordis none maziioe apparoUf^ 

humanitate. ^ern, de Nut, Serm. 1. 

9em'per qvtdem diverlJs ttiodrs, multifque menfuris humano gcneri bo- 

- nifitt dMha ^ohfuti^it, el jpluriAit ^fwidemStt ftice fMacm Mnntbta ictfft 

leeulis demcnttr iiii|>ertiit ; fed in t^ovfiSjih tttnforibas Odtfitfm abuttte^ 
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what oompftrifona can fet out the Ihipcndaiia vaftnefs of SERM. 
this kindnefs ? If we (hould imagine^ that a great prince LXXV, 
ihould put his only fon (a fon moft lovely, and worthily 
aioft beloved) into rags, (hOuld difmifs him frcHn hia 
court, Ihoujd yield him up into the hardeft flavery, merely 
to the intent that he thereby might redeem from capti* 
vity the nieaneft and bafeft of his fubjeds^ how faint a 
refemblance would be of that immenfe goodnefa, of that * 

iiicomparable mercy, wliich in this inftance the King of all 
thewcHrld hath declared toward us bis poor vaflals, his in- 
deed unworthy rebels ! 

And what greater reafon of joy can there be, than fuch 
an aflurance of his love, on whofe love all our good de» 
pendethy in whofe love all our felicity confifteth ? What 
can be more delightful than to view the face of our Al- 
mighty Lord fo gracioufly fmiling upon us ? 

Should we not be extremely glad, fhould we not be 
proud, if our earthly prince by any fignal mark would 
e^refs himfelf kindly afre£ked to us ? How much more 
ihould we refent fuch a teftimony of God's favour 1 how 
worthily may our fouls be tranfported with a fenfe of fucb 
afie6lion ! 

4- We may confider our Lord's nativity, as not only 
expreffing fimple good-will, but implying a perfeA recon- 
ciliation, a firm peace, a fteady friendfhip eftablifhed be«p 
tweeo God and us ; or that it did not only proceed from 
love, but did alfo produce love to us. We did ftand at 
a greet defiance, in eftrangement, yea in enmity towaixl 
God ; our firft parents had by prefumptuous difdbedienoe 
revolted from him ; and we, infixing on the footfteps of 
their apoftafy, continued in defiance of him; uiU meniLom iii. 
ktdjim%ed, and fallen Jhor I of the glory of God—Tkere^^^^^^'^ 
was not a righteous man upon earth, that did good, andEcc\cf,yiiu 
Jinned not: whence unavoidably the wrath of the moft So dc Nat. 
holy God was incenfed, the juftice of the moft righdieoosS^"!^* *• 
Lord was engaged againft us; thence did iflue a fad 

tiam folitae benignitatis exceffit ; quando in Cbrifto ipfa ad peccatores mife- 
vic^rdsa* ipla nd orrantes Tcritas, ipfa ad mortuos vita defcendk, &c« P. Lw 
M. de Na/, Serm, 4. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



44^ The Nativity of our L&rdf 

SERM. dooin^ thence a juft fentence of capital puniihment was 
I«XXV. denounced on us ; no pretence of favour^ no overture pf 
peace^ no hope of redrefs did then appear; we nowife 
being able to expunge our gtdlt, to repair our offences, to 
recover out of that corruption in mind and wHl, which 
did feal us up. to ruin, indifpofing us either to find or to 
entertain mercy : but our Lord's coming did appeafe that 
anger, did mollify that juftice, did fufpend that condcm- 
Eph. ii. 14, nation, did clofe the breach, and Jlay the enmity ; God, 
Rom.viii.a.as the Apoftle fpeaketh,yewdiw^ Aw Son in the likenefs of 
2 Cor. V. ^^'fnfuljlejhi and for fin did condemn fin in theflejh^ : for, how 
can God now avert his face from us, whom his only dear 
Son hath vouehfafed to make and own for his brethren ? 
How can he look with an eye of difpleafure on that na- 
ture, wherewith that Son of his love (landeth clothed be- 
Jl^**-^V.^^- fore him? How can he abide offended with our race, in 
26.) which pure innocence and perfe£k obedience are found™; 

g°||^**J^j he now appearing with us, and for us, in whom not the 
ix i;t;w iSif. flriftcft juflice nor the ihrewdeft malice can defcry any 
^°^1^^.' fault or blemifli; in whom therefore God' is thoroughly 
mciUahrif ^^n p leafed ? Since we have Emanuelr God with us--- 
Matt.iii.17. God manifefted in our fiejh — The Lord our righteovfnefs, 
1 Tim. 111. partaker of our infirmity, interceflbr and advocate for his 
Jer.xiiii.e.own flefli and blood, ready to do and fuffer whatever God 
ixxui. 16. pj^afeth to require on our behalf, how can God be agamfl 
us ? Sha]l God and man perfift at diilance or difaffe£tion, 
who are fo clofely. related, who are indeed fo intimately 
united in one perfon ? Shall heaven and earth retain en- 
mity, which, have fo kindly embraced and kiiTed each 
Pial.lxxxv. other} fince truth hath fprouted from tike earth, and right- 

rm^iKflf B»vaTMf ytwfAivify i«(/T^y atfaMtXiffa^Bui tig iXutd-i^/tfv. jith. p. 638* 
'A^vvarof iri^us to »»B^ufOf xat avetfia^rfiTOf Isr' »vB^»t9rivtjg <pwtvf «'«^»A^* 

^HUf Ii ^ B-tis iy #*«(»' frifiVMTtf iTveUf i rnit avafiut^rov ^tMttto^wmv tig xoffu* 

Mmyetyitiiy &c. Ath. de Incarn. Ftrb'u 

^ Ti Tw *A2af» €ifA9tTotfA» ug it^oyxftm etvf^mfMt Kftf'TOg »H^Tn^»r»f U «/*"' 

•ifut/vi 0»^n,og eifMt^tttg iifBtig, Kcii ftdcraz^ifetg Ttif afut^rittv \v 9^ ftf^xi. AIb, 

p. 620. 

rjjrM^*/; ^d, p. 368. 
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€ouffief$ hath looked down from heaven P Shall the war go SERM. 
on, when the great Mediator and Umpire of peace is LXXV. 
come ; preaching peace to them that are afar offy and to ifa. ix. 6. 
them that are near f Can death any longer reign over us, ^^/|[ ®f-\ 
or our difgrace and mifcry continue, now that the Prince 1 Cor. ii. s; 
oflifgy the Lord of glory ^ the Captain of falvation dpth 
appear for our relief? 

Now then what can be more worthy of joy, than fuch 
a bleffed turn of affairs? How can we otherwife than with 
exceeding gladnefs folemnize fuch a peace ? a peace ac- 
corded with him, who in forces fo infinitely doth overmatch 
us; who at hi§ pleafure can utterly quell us; who with the 
greateft eafe, with lefs than a word of his m6uth, can dafli 
us to nothing, or hurl us down into an abyfs of remedilefs 
-woe : how can we avoid being extremely fatisfied at the 
recovery of his favour and friendfhip, which alone can be * 
the foundation of our fafety and welfare, which is the 
fole fountain of all good, of all comfort, of all felicity ? 

5. Our Lord's nativity doth infer a great honour, aud 
a high preferment to us : nowife indeed could mankind 
be fo dignified, or our nature fo advanced as hereby: noEph.iii.io, 
wifdom can devife a way beyond this, whereby God^^* 
fhould honour his mod fpecial favourites, or promote 
them to a nearnefs unto himfelf. For hence we become CHw^i»iw ^ 
allied to God in a moft ftrait affinity, his eternal Son being ^,5jJ|*ft][j^ 
made our brother : hence as touching the blood-royal of *^**''^ 
heaven we do in dignity o'ertop all the creation; fo thatp?^6ri.) 
what the Pfalmift uttered concerning man is verified in 
the moft comprehenfive fenfe; Thou hafi crowned Aim Pfal. ▼iU, 5. 
with glory and honour y and hajlfet him over the works o/*Hcb. ii. 7, 
thy hands; thou haft put all things i?i fubjeSiion under his^* 
feet : for now the Son of man, being alfo the Son of God, 
is the head of all principality and power y is the Lord ofallCoi. ii. 10. 
things, is the fovereign prince of all the world, is placed ^asxlae!' 
far above all principality, arid power, and might, and do- Ep|j- j- 21. 
miniony a?id every name that is named, not only in this sPeu iii/ 
world, but alfo in that which is to come* This is a peculiar^** 
honour, to which the higheft angels cannot pretend ; for 
he took not the nature of angels, but lie took the feed o/*Heb. ii. 16. 
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444 Thfi Kativity of our Lordy 

$£R,M. Ahraham; whence thpfe nohle prrature^ ar^ b^opme ip a 

IjXXV. maimer inferior to poqr us; and, according to juft pbji- 

Hcb. i.6. gatioDj willingly do adore our nature; for^ u^b^ God 

Snl^!^** ^^^S^^ ^wJJiyZ begQUen Son iuto. the wqxJAj h^fai4y Xj0$ 

Ati^.p. »9.7.. ($11 (he angels qf God worjkip him. U not indeed our flefh 

Totunicpr-^^Di® adorable, as the true Shecbinah, aa the everJaft- 

pu8 impict ing palace of the fupreme Majefty, wherein tk^fulntfs of 

tas. Leode the Godheod dwelleth bodily: as the moft bojy ihrin^ of 

i^a/.&r«r. ^j^g Divinity; as the orb of inaccefible light; 4s jnpre 

than aU thia, if more could he /sxpreffed, or if we CGtviA 

John 1.14. expound that text, the Word was madej^q/ht and dw^li 

in us ? May npt our foul worthily claim hijgheft refpedji 

all whofe faculties (being endued with unmeaAiniy© 

participations of the Holy Spirit) have been tun^d ip ^ 

^ perfeft harmony with the all-wife underftandii^ and the 

moft pure will of God ? yea, which hath been adiiutted 

into the nearefl: confortflup, into the ftri£fceft union with 

the eternal Word; hath become an ingredient of him^ 

lCor.i.24.whp is the wifdom and the power of God^ Jt "vvas a great 

dignity that man ihould be m^de according to the imag^ 

of God ; but it is a more fublipde glory, that God ihoidd 

be made after (he image of man^ x^rtl ifhra ofj^io^As, 

Heb. ii. 17. being made like to ys in all things, bating only fin, >vhich 

is no part of us, but an unnatural excrefcence, or a de- 

flefStion from our nature ^ : how could we be fo raifed up 

to God, as by his thus (looping down Itp ij^ ? Wh^t caii 

be imagined more honourable to i^s, than that God ihould 

deem us worthy of fuch condefcenfion ? This, this indeed 

is our ejraltation, that God for us fbould exprefs not only 

lb vaft charityy but fo prodigious humility. 

And is it not good matter of joy to be thus highly 
graced^ ? When are men better pl^ed U)an wh^ they 
are preferred; than especially, when from the meaneft 

i> Qui cum orif^ni humaQae multnm dedrrity quod noe ad tmagmcm fuun 
^BcU) reparuioni noftrse lon^iimplius tribuit, cum'feiTtli fonnfi^ ipfe fe Po- 
Xfapf^ coaptfivit. 1^9 dt i^/j/. Strm^ 4. 

• Ex^ltent ergo in laudem Pet corda crodentinm^ et ^irabilia ejus oonfite* 
antur €A\\ hominum, quoniam in hoc prscipue De! opeie humilicas noftia 
QogM^fcitj quanli can fuus •ooaditor «^mack. Im Serm» 4. 
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Tidings of great Joy. 445 

HsLttjfroffi the ^ungUllj or from the duJI, they are raifid SERM, 
to be Jet among princes, aAd made to inherit If^ thrdWe of ^^Q^^* 
glory? Wherrfore this bftiiig our dafe, that -^e fohfe ofpfttexm. 
earth, children of corruption, and brethren of worms, (}^[szmAut* 
Job's ftyle;) We exiles of paradife, wft hfeit^s oiF death ahdiobxviuu. 
mifay ; we, that by our nature are the loweft of all Ititel- 
!ig«bnt creiiures, that by our merits were debafed lefteathvcai. xli*, 
ike ieafls ikat perijh, that W6 arfe affutoed to fuch nefe-^''* 
tion^, that we are ennobleA to fuch a pitch, that our Ma- 
ture hath ttounted fo high above all creatttres, with what 
enlargeniettt of heart fliould we entertain a difpenfation fo 
wonderftd \ how welcottie ihould that day be which cibth 
inthrodutieitP! 

6. ftnally, if ^e furvey all principal canfes 6f joy and 
fpeii&l exultation, we ihall find them all con<iurrhig in 
this event. 

Is a meffehger of good news embraced with joy ? Be- 
liold Afc great Evangelift is tJoWe, with his mouth fuft of 
Hets^s, moft admirable, moft acceptable: he, who tioth 
ac<)uaint us, that God is wdl pleafed, tliat naan Is re- 
ftored, that the adverfary is cqfi down, that paradife is fetRe».xH.Mw 
open, and immortality retrieved; that truth and ri^t- g^^"* *^^" 
eoulheft, peace aind joy, falvaticlm and happitlefs are de- Luke x. is. 
fbfended, arid come to dwell on «arth; he of whom th6 
Prophet told. How beautiful upon the mountains are the ife. !«;. 7. 
JiBt of him thai bringeth good tidings; that publifiteth^^';^^^^ 
p^acle, that bringeth good tidings of good, that pnbliflteth 
faliMfion, that faith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ; he 
whb doth hiftifeJf thus declare the drift and purport <X 
his m^flagfe; The Jpirit of the Lord God is upon me, ^Ifiulxi. i» 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he kafhfent me ^b^uiceiv^is, 
bind up the brokenhearted; to procldim liberty to the cap^^^ 
tiv^s, and opening of the prifon to them ihat are bouftd; it 
'priidaiiH the acceptabie yedr of the hofd, to oomfori ftiSf 
'ikaimioutn. 

IIs'(hebff(h effapritice by hoiieft fulijefts to be coito*- 



t Hie infirmitatis nofttae fufcipiens conditionem» propter quos ad inferna 
dcfcendit, edilem in ooeteilibus ooUocavIt. Leo tU NaU &. 
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448 The Nativity cfmr Lordj 

SfiftM. ^^^^ underftan<Bng, to coTred the ftupidhy of ourhfeartSf^ 

liXXV. the perverfenefs of our wills, the diforder of our sffedions^ 

^^j^ to mitigate our anguifh of confcience, and cleanfe our 

xxxvi. 96. Tor^s of guilt ; by various efficacious meicines, by the 

^**^'"'*®'^wholefoine inftmftions of his doftrine, by the powerful 

infpiratiotiB of his grace, by the refrefliing comfbrts of his 

Spirit, by the falutary virtue of his merits and foflferings. 

Is tnirth feafonable on the day of marriage ?' Behold 
the greatdl wedding that ever was is this day Idtemnized; 
heaven and earth are contra6ked ; divinity is efpoufed to 
humamty \ a facred, an tndiflbluble knot is tied between 
lod ii. IS, <5od and man ; The Bridegroom is come forth cntit ^f his 
chamber J (verbum Dei de ntero virginaUy) clad in has nufp- 
tial garment of flefti, and ready to wed the Church, his 
Her. xrt. 7. beloved fpoufe ' ; Let us therefore he glad and rejoice ; for 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herf elf ready. 

Is the accefs of a good friend to be received i«rlth 
cheerfcd gratulation ? Behold the deareft and beft Friend 
•of all mankind (moft able, moft willing, moft ready to 
^perform all good offices, to impart wholefome advice, 
needful aid, fweet converfe, and feafonable confdhrtion) is 
arrived to vifit us, to fojoum with us,' to dwell in us for 
^ever. 

I^ opportune relief grateful to perfons inaibriom con- 

^(ition, pinched with exrtreme want, or plunged in any h&rd 

^refs ? Behold a merciful, a bountiful, a mighty Sa^ 

viouT ^nd fuccourer, undertaking to comfort all that maurnj 

"inviting all ftich to receive from him a plentiful fupply for 

their needs, a comfortable eafe in their preffiires, a happy 

''Eig^i. "riddance from their calamities; who crieth aloud. If any 

i^'l^'Vt^^^ fftir;^^/ft, fe/ Mm come to me and drink ; Come to me uU 

xHv. 3. ye that Idbotcr and are heavy laden, and I u/Ul give you rtft. 

ffftwqo. u*. tj^ ^^^ fun-rifing comfortable, after a tedious, darkfome, 

Mfd. IT. a. and cold night ? See, the Sun of righteoufn^fs isrifen with 

'In natali Dptnidi quafi in nuptiis fpiritualibus fponfae fuse Ecclefis Chrff- 
iRls «^^iiAtts tft'^tiMiie pwcMt -fponfus de tbalamb ^^o> hoc t^, terbum 
-l>ei ile tttefo'Hrghldi. 'Aug. Jt temp, Strm,-^, 
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MdH^ ki hi$ wmgs^ dilpenfing all about his i>leMftktit rayi SfitlHf. 
«nd fcifldl^ influeneeB : Ths dayfpring from j&m ht^h hdth LXXV. 
vjfif^ Us; diffufing An umverfal light upon the fouls of men, Lukci. 78. 
whereby tb^ aight of ^oranoi is <^pell^) the fpeAtes 
of erroi- ^e T^nHhed> the mifts of doubt are (battered; 
wharebjr we cleaily and afluredly diicem all truths of iih'^ 
pfH'lapce to uf > and worthy of dur knowledge ; coftce^ning 
the.'inatute and auribittesi the works and providence, the 
wtU and pleafune of God; conperning otirfelves, oilr na^- 
ture luid original, our duty and intereft^ our fu;ture ftate, 
11^ -final doom ; Our light is come, and ike glory of /A^ifei 1*. t. 
fjord i> ft/in upon ui) the tight of the worlds the true light, 12, fcj^* 
lightening every viquy by whofe luftre alljkjh may f€^\^\ .,* 
thefqlvationofGod, and which guideth our feet in the way a. 79. 
^pefice, doth yifibly flrine forth upon us. 

N&veF indeed did heaven with fo fair and ferene a coun- 
tenance fniile upon earth, as then it did, wheri this {oi^^ Rev. xxii. 
A^/nvpi^ Y^ ip^fi^f) bright and tkorningjlar did %ring up ^^ 
above i>ur borijcdn, bringing this g4M)dly day ; and with it 
flied^fog life and cheer' among us. 

From thisanfpkwus day did comtnence the revocktiort 
0f tfaat &tal ctii43, by which we wef6 expelled froni pam-^ 
difef adjudged to death, and committed to hell ; from 
thenoe w6 ba^eaas^ neinftated in a eoadltioh of hope, and 
in a fair capacity of happinefs ; from thence is to be dated 
' a return of joy into this region of difconfolatenefs. In 
this nativity mankind was bom, or did revive from mani- 
fold deaths ; from a legal, a moral, a natural, an eternal 
death ; from lying dead in irreparable guilt, and under an 
infuperable power of fin ; from having our bodies irreco- 
verably diflblved by corruption, and our fouls immerfed 
into that fecond more ghaftly death of perpetual incurable 
anguifh. 

s It is in effe£t therefore the birthday of the world; the 

» It is the birthday of the Church. Generatio enim Chrifti origo eft populi 
Cbnftianiy et natalis capitis nat^Us eft corporis. P. Leo de Nat. Sena, 6. 

Sicut cum Chrifto in paffione crucifixi^ ia refurreftipne refofcitati, in af- 
cenfione ad dextram Patris collocatiy ita cum ipfo fomus in hac nativitate 
congeniti. JbU, 

VOL. III. Gg 
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450 The Nativity a/ oar hardy Tidk^ of great Jmf. 

SERM. be^nnmg of a new, better, eternal life to men, (oflfeied to 

LXXV. jji^ and effiBftnally beftowed on thofe who will embrace 

it,) which we now do celebrate. All reafon therefore 

we have to rejcnce mtA heartily and moft abondantly: aS 

the goods thence accruing to us are in multitude umume- 

. rable, in quality ineftunable, in duration immenfe ; fo ifi 

ibme correfpondenoe ihould our joy be very intenfe, rery 

eflufe, very ftable; the contemplation of them' fhould in^ 

xm^ iH' fuie fomewbat of duit unspeakable joy, whereof St. Peter 

Tv^.'s. fpeaketh; we (bould be JiUedy acootdii^ to St. Paul's 

BoouKT. expteifion, tuith all joy and peace in believing them; we 

Phil. i. 35. ihould holdfajly as the Apoftle to the Hebrews advifetfa, 

H^. Hi. «. ii^ amfidence and rejoicing of hope^ grounded on them, 

19. ' * firm to the end* 

Having fo mauy, fo great caufes of joy, are we not very 
ilupid, are we not ftrangely crofs and perveif^ if we Beg- 
left fo pleaiant a duty ? 

To conclude : Of all the days that rife upoff us, this 
undoubtedly is the queen, crowned by Grod's own hand 
with fovereign bleffings; God hath avowed it to be the 
day of his peculiar making, and therefore of our fpecial 
rejoicing; for thus of old the inipircd Pfalmift cfid teach 
Kat cxriu. and exhort ua to keep Chriftmas : This is the day which 
Matt. xTu *^ ^^^^ *^'* made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. 

ft. 44- 1 Pet» ii. 7* A^ iv. lU 
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SERMON LXX VI. 



THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST FORETOLD IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, 



AcTB iii. i8. 

But thofe things f which God before fiad Jhewed hy the 
mouth of all his prophets j that Chri/i Jhould fuffer, he 
hath fo fulfilled. 

JVi-ANY good arguments there are, different In kind> SERM. 
which confpire to perfuade the truth of our religion ; LXXVI. 
fuch :as are the intrinfic reafonablenefs, excellency, and 
perfe66on of its doArine ; the miraculous works perform- • 
ed in attefiation thereto ; the fpecial favour of Providence 
declared in the iupport and propagation thereof: but upon 
no other ground do the Scriptures fo much build its truth, 
and our obligation to endbrace it, as upon the exaft corre- 
ipondence and conformity thereof to all the ancient Scrip- 
tures, which did forefhew or foretell its revelation and 
introdu£Uon into the world ; to thofe efpecially which 
defcribed the perfonal chara£ters, circumfiances, and per^ 
formances of our Lord: to this our Lord, in his difcourfes 
and difputes with incredulous people, referred them ; 
Search the Scriptures, faid he, becaufe in them ye expe& to John v. 39. 
have eternal life; (that is, to find the true way of faving 
truth leading thereto;) and thofe are they which teftify of 
me thy this he inftru6ted and convincbd his Difciples ; be- Luke zxHr. 
ginning frorn Mofes and from all the Prophets, he expoufid- g^* |^-*|j^ 
ed un(a them in all the Scriptures the things cojiceming himr 
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452 The Sufferings of Chrift 

Sl&RM./elf: and, Tkefe (faid he to them prefently before his de- 
LXXVL parture) are the words which IJpake unto you, while I was 
Luke xxiv. y^^ "'*'* yo^> '^^ ^^^ things muft he fulfilled which were 
**• written in' the law of Mojis, and in the Prophets, and in 

the PfalmSf concerning me : this tlie Apofiles, in all their 
preaching, (whereby they taught, proved, and perfuaded 
A6b Hi. aa, the Chriftian doArine,) did t^nefly infift upon; Mofes, fidth 
**' St. Peter, truly faid unto the Fathers, yea, and all the Pro- 

phets from Sfmuelymd thppi thftt follow after, as many as 
Aasx. 43. have fpoken, have lihaivifi^ foretp^d of ihefe days *, and. To 
i5.xxi?. him, faith he again, give all the Prophets witnefs, that 
Y' . through his name whofoever believeth in him Jhall receive 
AQs xviii. remiffion of fins. And of St. Paul it is faid, that he might- 
28. xxviii. ^y convinced the Jews-^fhewing .by the Scriptures, that 
Jefus was the Chrift ; and — he expounded, and teftified the 
kingdom of God, perftiading them concerning Jl^tis, both out 
sf the La}i; of Mofes, and out of the Proph^s: thus the 
chief Apbflles and founders of our religion in ihHr public 
difcourfes; {jnd in their Epiftles they obferve the fame 
piethod; as particularly afierting Chnftiah <lo£lriiiies and 
duties by the teflimoniefi of pro^etical Scriptures, i^ 
genenilly affirming our reMgion to be chiefly grounded ou 
i.PeuL.10 them; qf whxeh falvatian (faith St* Peter, ooaceniiDg the 
fidrstion exhibited by theOafpel) tie Prophets did imfkire, 
tm4Jiorch diHgentig, who proph^d ^ the grace to come 
unto yxm i and (in regard to the coixvi&ion of ^tfaevs) he 
&ems to preCer the atteflatioii of this kind before the fpecial 
revektion immediately made to the ApofUes; £or havivig 
Ipaken'of It, he fubjoins, icpA Sx^fitv /SsCaiorf^v r jv vfopfvtxh 
9 PeL i. 19. S^-or ff^e haive alfo a morefvre word of prophecy ; where* 
unto ye d^ weU, that ye do tabs heed, as tmto a Ught that 
Jhineth m a dark place, until the day daum, and tketby^ 
Rom. zyi. Jiar drift in your bdmrts. And St. Pa^ faith, that the rngf^ > 
35, 26. i, a. ^^^ '^ioh wax iept feeretjince the world hegan,was then ' 
inade monjfgfiy and by the prophetical Scripiures, according 
to ihe pammandifMtit of tb^ everlaftlng Oad, n^aie kmwn i^ 
1 Tttn. iii.- ^A nBB^pie, 4x> Ae ^dmSenoe, (ffaitk ; and^ The Ibdyiffit^ 
^^' ia^, lie toUeth Timothy, were ajiie to ^uAahtrnxvi^ ^ 

the fihMimy yoi^ is, lyike fcnth ^JiJUs ^Chsift j that 
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is, they were able to (hew and perfuade to him the troth SERilL 
of Chriftiaaity, which proawfeth falvation to eXl that ^'^^^^' 
heartily embrace it and obferve its law5. 

Such a ftrefg was laid upon this probation by the foimd^ 
ers of otir religion ; and no wonder ; for that it i& not only 
extremely forcible in itfelf, but hath fome particular ufes»» 
and fome peculiar advantages beyond otb^s. The fore-, 
knowledge erf fiituyre contingent events, (ftich as were 
zx>any of thofe concemr^ our Saviour^ depending upoi)r 
the freed afts of human will,) as it is for the manner oi 
attaining it( moft incompreheniible to us, fo it is moft pro-> 
per to God, and by aU men fo acknowledged 5 future 0oti- 
tingencies being fecreis which no man> no angel, no, 
cr«at»ce can dive iato^ they being; not difeeroflble in theb 
cau&s, which are indetenninate ;. ftpn in theit>felve$, wfaior 
are finite. The prediction therefore of inch events- cotdd^ 
not otherwife than^ proceed from his please; neither 
could be yield it in way of fevour and approbation ta 
that which was not pe^edly true and good: this way. 
therefore doth abfolutoly confirm the tnut^ and gpodn^^ 
of Cfariftias^ doS:rine; it withal; manifefts tli^ great worth 
and weight thereof^ a^ iqqplying t^e p^tk?ul£(r regard and 
c^EKe God had of it,:defi^ppig it fo a^ciently^ kyiiag \rm^: 
of providence toward- it, and preparing fuch evidences for, 
the confirmation' theranf > it together into the barggun 
noaintaineth the truth ^ the Jewiih difpenfafion,i the fin- 
q&rity of dae ancient Patriarchs and Prophetd, and the vigir . 
laHt car0 the divine goodnefs hath aj^waysib^d over the. 
ftate of religion, and toward the welfare of mankind > • 
never leaving it deftitu^te of fbizie immediate revel^tiqps? > ^ 

from hrmfelf* It had a pecuUar aptitude to co^v^ft tjie^ 
J^ws;i who were poffefled with a fuitperfuafigin concern- 
ing the. veracity and fan£iity of their anoient Pr<>pb0ts ; . 
aiid could not therefore doabtN concerrung th€5 truth of. 
thal^ which appeared conformali^le tq that which ^ey h^\ 
fosetold ihovdd be declared and difp^fed for theis hen^t^ 
Thi% prphatipn alfo bath thiai advwtage, tha^ it fing^y^ > - 

taJie&40th AiSee to convin^qe^ wh€ire^ Qther$ $a^ hatdl]t 
d|» K oi^heinw^Hb than i^ c^^^jjjub^g^ w^h Qne^ ao^theity.aii^ 

»g3 
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SERM. eipecially with its sid : for the goodnefs of the doftruie 
LXXVI. Hiay be contefted in fome points; and however good it 
feem, it may be imputed to human invention: ftrange 
efTefts may be deemed producible by other caufes befide 
divine power; and they may be fuffered to be done for 
other ends than for confirmation of truth ; they are alfo 
commonly tranfient, and thence moft liable to doubt. 
Providence alfo is in many cafes fo myfterious and un- 
fearchable^ that the incredulous will never allow any infer- 
ences to be drawn from it : but the plain correfpondence 
^ of events to the fianding records of ancient prophecies 
(obvious and confpicuous to every one that will cotifult 
and compare them) concieming a perfon to be fent by 
God, who fhould have fuch circumftances, and be fo qua- 
lified, who (hould in God's name preach fuch dodrines 
and perform fuch woi^ks, is a proof, which alone may af- 
fure any man, that fuch a perfon doth come from God^ 
2tnd is in what he declareth or doeth approved by him : 
no counterfeiting can here find place 5 ho evafion can be 
devifed from the force of this proof. 

This way therefore of difcourfe our Lord and his Apo- 
ftles (whofe bufinefs it was by the moft proper and effec- 
toal methods to fubdue the reafons of men to the oledi- 
ence of faith and entertainment of Chriffian truth) did ef- 
pecially ufe ; as generally in refpeft to all things concern- 
ing our Lord, fo particularly in regard to his paflion ; de- 
daring it to happen punftually according to what had 
been forefeen by God, and thence forefliewed by his Pro- 
Luke zviH. phcts> rightly underftood; He took the twelve, faith St. 
8I9 3a, 33. Luke of our Lord, and faid unto them, Behold^ we go up 
to Jertifalem, and all things that are written' by the Pro- 
phets concerning the Son of manjhall he accompHflied : for 
hejhall be delivered unto the Gentiles, andjhall be mocked, 
and fpitefully entreated, and fpitted on ; and they Jhall 
feourge him^ and put him to death. And again, aftc^r his 
Lukcxxiv, refurrefltion, he thus reproves .his Difciples; O fools, and 
t5, a«/*6.^ot£, of heart to believe all that the Prophets havejpcktn: 
Ought not Chrtfi to have fuffered thefe things, atMto enter 
inta his glory ^ They did not then (partly being blin4ed 
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•with prejudice^ partly not having tifed due induftry, and SERM. 
perhaps not excelling in natural capacity, however not yet LXXVI» 
being fufficiently enlightened by divine grace) apprehend, """-— 
or difoem, that, according to the prophetical inftruftions, 
our Lord was fo to fuffer; but afterward, when he had 
opened their under/landings that they might under/land /A^ Lukexxiy. 
Scriptures, they did fee, and fpecially urge this point:**' 
then St; Peter declared, that the Spirit of Chri/i, u/AicAi Pet. L 11. 
was in the Prophets, did teftify beforehand thefuffervngs 
of Chri/i^ and the glory t hat Jkonld follow; then it was their 
manner to reqfon (as is faid of St. Paul) out of the Scrip- A£b xvii. 
iuresy opening and alleging that Chri/t mtift needs havefuf^l^^^Q^^' 
fered z faying none other things than thofe which the Pro- 
pheis and Mofes did fay fhould come^ that Chrift Jhould 
ftUffer; delivering frfi of all, that Chri/i died for our fins,iCoi.vi,z* 
according to the Scriptures: this is that which in my 
text St. Peter doth infift upon, affirming about the paffion 
of Chrift, that it not only had been predided byone, or 
tiH>re, but forefliewed by an univerfal confent of all the 
Prophets ; to illuftrate and confirm which aflertion of his, 
is the fcope of our prefent difcburfe : to perform which, 
after having briefly touched the ftate of the matter in 
hand, we fhall apply ourfelves. 

That the MeflSas was to come in an humble and homely 
manner; (without appearance of worldly fplendor or 
grandeur;) that he was to converfe among men in a ftate 
of external poverty and meannefs ; that he was to caufe 
offences, and find oppofitions in his proceedings ; that he 
was to be repuUed and reje6ted, to be hated and fcomed, 
to be di%racefiiHy and harflily treated, to be grievoufly 
perfecuted and afflided ; yea, that at laft he was to be 
pTofecuted, condemned, and executed as a malefa3;or, is 
a truth mdeed, which the Jews (although they firmly be- 
lieved and eameftly expefted the coming of a Meffias) 
did not, and indeed were hardly capable to entertain. It 
was a point repugnant to the whole frame of their con- 
ceits; yea, inconfiftent with the nature and drift of their re- 
£gion, as they did underftand it; for their religion in. its 
forfece (deeper th^i which their grofs fancy couM not . 

og4 
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Sf^BM, penetrate) did repreftnt e^^rthly ive^tb, di|pi];|yj'aad <K<h 

liX3^Yl. fp^rjty,. as things moft IxigWy v^^aWej 4id. pwpaw4 

- them as very prpper^ if nat{ aa th^ fole refwawjft of pifety 

and obedienoe 5 4id 4;»ply copfequently th§ ppflfeflBon ai 

them to, be cerlam argu^^nt^ of the 4ivuH> gwd-vrUl 

Wid regard ; they C9uld nqt therefpje buV frflee^^ poverty, 

afflidion^ and difg^aqe, aa wfes^ from .h^avignj^ wd pletin 

indication^ of Qo4'* disjfavwr t^w^fd it^p on wbw 

jhey fell : they particularly ar© iaid W have eoweited, 

that tp be rich yr?^ a need^'u) qu^KSoation far » prophet; 

(np lefa ne«jdf\4, than to bo of a good Qoinpk9»c^> of a 

goqd capaci(^yi of a goad oo^verf$iti<3^.atJid ltf« Spmim 

Dei nonr^qui^cM fyp!^ p^up^^m^ th^ &p\rii ijf God'Mh 

not reft upon^ a paor mam (thatia^ no fpecial oommwli* 

cations of graccj, or of wifiiom and goodnef^j ^re by Go4 

ever afforded to peyfQ:ifis of ^ kwr an4 afl9i^i;<wi aoaditiw j) 

beii^ a maxinx, whi<^bi th^y had fraw^^ ^4 wh^cV cnr^ 

r^tly pafle^ amongj them : that fee theii^Cpff^i ^hp waft 

defigned to be foi notable a pa-oph^ti who w^a^ to havQ 

the honour of h^ing ip fpecial 4n inftwi^Ji^ttt <9f pEonjoting 

God's ferviee an^ glory; w^o therefore diwld he & 

b^hly favoured by Cpdj^ t^at h^ fliQuId a|>p^ar 4efy}cabte 

and undergo great affliSion^j \ifa? a nptllHiil^t cQ¥dd not 

but feeni very abfurdi that cpuW apt otbi^JMtife jthan be 

ve^ abominaUe ta them. They ha4 fe^Jw^f ^in o<»>* 

gruity to thefe prejudices, abet^d by thati ^p^pxf^ felfr 

IjOve and felfnfla.^ery, which wer^ p^iju^ar V?j ^hw Wtiflfli) 

raifed in. thepi^felves a <^rpng opinipB, that t^ Afefflw 

w^ to come in a gr^^t vifihlp ftate ftnd jpfw^rj tpradpifiW 

deecU of mighty piroweii g^d repowp; tK^i bri»^ th^ n**! 

Uon^ of thevvorld \pX.Q ft|bje£tion ufid^r Iwa j :apdf<^^ 

r^gn anipBg tfeem in h^ge D5ia(}efty and profp§rily.: "^^ 

Jej^a. therefore (bowfever o^herwife juifwrable ift hlf <>ir^. 

9umflances^ quaU4catipns,,and perfom;i^nQe@j tq th^.p;^'- 

Matt. xvi. phetical ch^^aers of tl>e, Meffi^s) did firjft app^r &«* a9» 

*^ be did, ^^th fom^ pretenee*, pr intis^tatipppr «i{|her^d»^ 

be was th^ ¥effias, their &Qvmk preftw^y. f(rf# atit:;- 

t^9y w^j^ pj^^efdii^ly . f<?an4ftli^e4 ^;la» >/ th^y deenwd 

Trt^^w.^ W^ only ^i ¥i«*wi» (ofte pofleffeA. W i%«ae4> •»* 
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an iijnpofipr^ hxA ^ hhjphemerf forno left than Ufldidietny SERM: 
they looj^ H to b^ fbr fo mecm apd pitiful a wretch (as to LXX VL 
tbQir.eyei 3tee formed) to afluine unto himfelf fo hi^ a ""' 

^^fUfy, and ib Q^r a rebtioo uato God> as. beiog th(9 
MeiQas did import. W^ ^ven feQ the Difciplea theoafdhre^ 
^ pur IfOrd fo deeply imbued with thift national pre*^ 
judicjB, that, ev€ai after th«y had avowed him fbr tb^ 
Cbnft> they could fcaice with patience hear himi SDcetc^-H 
Yixif^ M^t grievous tbii^gs fl^^uld be£ftU him: St« Pebe^ 
hmf<^ upo» that emafioQ, ev«® juft after- he. feriotifl^ 
ha4.c09&fled him to be the Q\m% did, as it^ is exprei&d>M4tt< iprk . 
$^e im, Qn4 l^^m to rebuke km^ft^ing,. Se U /«r><w»John xvi?' 
i{k^i lAfftd^ yea> prefeotly a&et tjbai our Lord saoft pUudy la* 
had dal^iibed hi$ fuflferbgs IQ theiB» tbey could nol for* 
bear dreaming of a kingdom, and of beiag grandeeiMatt. xz. 
tjber^t yea, farther, e\'cn after our Lord's paiSon and**'**' 
refi^reS^on, lhi« fanoy ftill ppSeSed them ; for eve© tbca 
they demanded (^ him, whethi^ he wouM alt thai timer ^&s i e. 
r^^fi ihf kingdom latio IJmeli meaniag fueh an external 
vi^l^miigdom. 

Hei)oe of all tbkigs, notifying the Meffias, thia ieemeth 
to he ^ Qtily particular, which in general the Jews did 
upt,. or would not, Hn^ arid acknowledge ; and thia cau&dt 
them to.overfee all' oth^ glorious marks^how clearly fo<^' 
ov^r ihiaing in and about the peribn of Jefiia : this ekmd 
htfideied them from difoeming the excellency of luft doe^ 
t^sme, from negardifig the ian<^ty of hi^ Kfe, from beiag 
duly afiefked with the wonder&hiefs of hia works^ ftom 
minding, or fiKah crediting all ^e teflaniofnifis {rom hea* 
vei», miniftered unto hyin ;< this, zb Si. Paul teHeth us, waa^ 
ih^ mainj^oicmic^, which obftiuAed th<»r onbmoitig tlMiiCbf.ka9. 
Qcjlpet Aft it was their ipibranoe or ercor in this pcojit^^^..**"" 
\|)!hiQh. djj^ied them to perfecute our Lord; (nj^ eizmJohnxv.au 
ignoxa^uA nikM.paii poJS^, a&Tep-tuUian fiuith ; ijtheg, AodTert. in 
hnfiumi they wtndd «o/: lUrvet omfi^ied. the Loasd: of ^i»^,^corrU.'8! 
' l^th Sti Ptml;) fd it was, tfaaA whidb maintoined tbdhp/ 
6tiSmeiJI» hatred of bis name and memory j although: 
^Jused with fo ilkiftrioms tdlimoniv^s. of' divinei powec dgoA* 
pri9vidfince. 
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3ERM. We cannot therefore here, as in other particulars coii* 

JWCXVL cerning our Lord, allege the general confent of God's 

people in expounding the Prophets according to our fenie, 

this being .one of thofe points, in refpeft to which the 

Prophets themfelves did forefee and foretel their perverfe 

Vid. Tcrt. ftupidity and incredulity 5 that they Jhould looky and not 

ifa/vi. 9. J^^^ henry and not underjiand ; yielding herein fpecial oc- 

Matt. xiii. eafion to that complaint, fVho hath believed our report ? 

E«'ck.xU.a. Yet notwithftanding their afie£ked and culpable blindnefs, 

Aasxxviii. there is no particular concerning the Meffias in the an- 

If*. liii. I. cient Scriptures, either more frequently in way of my- 

ftical . infinuation and adumbration glanced at, or more 

clearly in dire£t and plain language exprefled ; or which 

jdfo by reafon^ble deduftion thence may be more ftrongly 

inferred than this. 

I. I fay, firft, it is frequently glanced at by myftical 
iniinuations ; for explaining the intent of which aflertion, 
we (hall premife fomewhat, which may ferve to declare 
the pertinency of many citations produced out of the an- 
cient Scripture in the New Teflament ; the* which, to- 
gether with others conneded with them, or bearing juft 
analogy to them, we alfo, being afliired of their defign by 
the authority of our Lord and his Apoflles> may fidfely 
prefume after them to apply to the fame purpofes. 

We may. then confider, that the all- wife God, (who 

Eph. i. 11. worketh all things after the counfel of his ownwillj and to 

TiTfTa?^ a'Aom all things are prefent,) hsLving before eternal timesy 

1 Cor.ii. 7. as St. Paul fpeaketh, determined in due. time to fend the 

iiK9.*'^* MefEas, for acoomplifhing the greateft defign that ever 

Rom.xvi. ^a^ to be managed in this world, (that whidi fhould 

CoL i. .26. briing the higheft gldry to himfelf, juid procure the richeft 

benefits to the principal of his creatures here,) did by 

his incomprehenfible providence fo order things, that ah. 

the fpecial difpenfations preceding it (hould have a fit 

tendency and an advantageous reference thereto; fo that, 

when it came upon the ftage, it might appear that the 

main of the plot conMed therein; and that whatever 

was afted before^ had principally a refpe£b thereto* As 

therefore from the be^nning of things God did in a gm- 
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diia] method make real pr^arations towards it, by feveral SERM. 
fteps imparting difcoveries of his mind about it, or in LXXVI. 
order thereto, (fomewhat to Adam himfelf, more to Abra- ' 

ham and the Patriarchs, fomewhat farther to Mofes, 
much more yet to divers of the Prophets, among his 
chofen people, who not only foretold largely concerning 
it, but delivered divers .kinds of inftruftion conformable 
to it, and conducible to the promoting and entertainment 
thereof,) fo he did alfo take efpecial care by many appo- 
fite reprefentations, {voifrei decoprifietru, intelligible JpedacleSjEMkh^Ki^. 
or objeAs of mental fpeculation, Eufebius calleth them,) ** ^' 
handfomely inferted into all his difpenfations, to fet it 
out^ and to infinuate his meaning about it; that fo it 
might at length fhew itfelf with more folemnity, and lefs 
fiirprife: the moft eminent perfons therefore, whom he 
laifed up, and employed in his affairs, tending to that 
end, as they did refemble the Meffias, in being inftru-Pfel.c^.i5. 
merits of God's particular grace and providence, (being Heb*viii. 6. 
indeed inferior Chrifts and Mediators, partial Saviours ^a*- ».»• i9. 
and Redeemers of his people, as they are fometimes call-Aftsviiias! 
ed;) fo they were ordered in feveral circumftances of 
theit perfons, in divers aftions they performed, in the 
principal accidents befalling them, to reprefent him : (be- 
coming uKovmo) Xgifo), Chrifts in image, as Eufebius again Eufeb.Hift. 
ftyleth them :) the rites alfo and fervices of religion in- • * **' 
ftituted by them in God's name were adapted to the 
fame purpofe ; they and all things about them, by God's Heb.viii.5. 
efpecial direction and wife care, being fitted fo as to be 
congruous emblems and fhadows prefiguring Chrift, and 
whatever appertained to him : thus was Adam, as St. 
Paul calleth him, a type of Chrift; and Abel, Melchi-liom.v.i4. 
fedec, I^c, Mofes, Jofliua, David, Solomon, Zorobabelibld. ^^^^ 
are intimated to have been fuch ; the moft fignal things 
done by them, or befalling them, having been fuited to 
anlwer fomewhat reniarkable concerning him; fo that we 
may fay of them all, as the Apbftle to the Hebrews didHeb.viu.5. 
of the Jewilh J>riefts, they ferved to the fuhindication and^'Jy^^,^^i 
Jhadowing of heavenly things. In David particularly this'*'f i******^ 
relation is fo plain, that becaufe thereof^ in the prophets ^fU»f. 



Exod. XXV. 
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4^0 . TkeSf^mng^cfCkrifi, 

SERM* Jeremiahs Ezekielj^ and Hofea, the Mefiias is oalkd bj 
^^^^j^his name 5 as if he were revived in the MefBas* It ia- 
Jfer.xxz. 9. deed well fuited the digmty of tlus. great peiibaacp> mi 
Ezek!"' ^' ^^^ importance of his hufineis^ that he Ihould have aq>- 
xuiv. 33, pointed fo notable herald? and harbingers to g^ l^ore Jus- 
34|"f^''yace; fumifbedwith confpicuoi^ eofigns and badges de- 
(Heb.viu.5.0Qting their relation to him. It was pnofer, tJbat God 
Gal.* IT.' 34! fliould aj^pear to have had always an exprefs reg^ to- 
Col. u. 17.) ward him : it confe(]pently doth ferve to out edification; 
for that we doly compacing thingSir and efpying tlus ad- 
xnlrable corre%Qndcncy, laay be iHftru£l:ed thereby^ and 
eilabUihed m our faith:;, m^fy be excited to the aidsoksfticHi 
of God's wifdonAj fo harsaomouAy conna^ng things^ and 
of his goodnefs^ fo provident for our wel&re ) noay alfa 
be induced thereby the more highly to adore the Meffias, 
and t<^ efteem his defign : fuch ufes Si. Pai]d (i^ifietbj 
when haying compared divers things cpneeming Mofes to 
1 Cor. z. things concerning Qurift^ lie faith, Ml ihefe tfungs hap^ 
I Pet i. %%.penei as tyipes^ and thejf were wrillenfor our admonUi^f 
on whom Me ends- of the world are ceimi 
\ It is^ alfo (both for illuftralioKi and proof of thefe thii^) 
to be obferveda that becaufe tbofe eminent fervanta of 
God were reprefentatives of Cfarift» noany things are 
fpcJ^en of them» as fuch \ many things are afcribed to 
tbenigi wldcb only^ or chiefiy^ were intended of lomi their 
names^ are ufed as veils tp^ cover divers thingf ootidsiiang 
him, which it ieemed to tUvine wiAkna not fa convement 
in a more qpen and cle^ir maimer tjc^ difclofe pvotrnfeu* 
o^yto afi.n^en* That tbisi ofc|fervatUHi is trues^ th^I 
fay, under tbenanac^ of perfonsir^prefentkig.Cbri^ (or ef 
tbingjE^ wQ. mfty add, adtvnbrati^g his tbingfi) mf^jT: 
thinip are intiin^JUd: piincipally ooncemanghin^ and Us 
difpaafptiansi nnay be coUefted mi c(»)firn)ed jCrosa bmm$ 
that many thingsr^re aittribMited ta peribna (apdrlo Uii«^ 
alfa) which do^ not agipee to then^} many tbii^gj^ w^rs 
piromiied which ?ppeai never aRcoin^ifl^ e^ep^ a&» 
an improper and hyperboUcal manner of e:^r9ffipn^ ot 
according to w^ enormoua wid^fa of iaterpieUtiM;. lilch 
^ d^ no^ well feem to fuit the. notvce ofi true hyknkfk 
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and ferioui promtfed^ thus^ for iftfonce, many things are 3ERM. 
foretold 'COiiGermng the large extent and profperous ftate LXXVI. 
of the Jewifli Cinjrch ; which biftoryand experience doifa, xxt. t, 
teftify iiever '(according to ftriftnefs of liteml acception, 
■yea not in any tolerable degree, near the height of what 
the words import) to have come to pafs: thus alfo, as 
the Apoftle to the Hebrews argneth, efiefts are attri- Heb. r. 4. 
bated to the Jewifh rites and &crifices, which according 
to the nature of things cannot belong to them, otherwife 
than as fml^ftiti^s and ffaadows of things more high ill 
fubftance and ^flSpacy: thus aMb what is with folemnPfai.xir. 
oath promifed to Solomon (concerning the vaft extent i^xlji^^^ 
and endlefs duratioa of hie empire in righteoufnefs, peace, 
and proiperiity; together with hif mighty ad:8^ and foe- 
ceMiil achievements) doth not appear dire£Uy in any 
'Competent meafure to hare been accompliihed : thua alfo 
David (as St. Peter in the i^d of the A&s obferveth, and Aas u. ^% 
l^nQimadeth his ar^gamentatioa on it) fpeaketh divers things 
of Mmfelf, which cannot be conceived properly and lite* 
rally agreeable to him : fuch things therefore (having 
tame truth linder them) are reaibnably foppofed to be 
intimations of fomewhat appertainit^ to the foture more 
peiifeA ftate of things under the Meffias ; to concern him 
^wiiio was to heibe end tff the Jaw) and fais> difpenlation, Rma. s,4» 
which was to he the acoooipliihinent of alt things pte-» Hf^^ *'"' 
di£led and prefignified : this is that whi^h Su Auftin fig- 1 Pet* }. iO| 
n^eth, when he faith of Cbrift, that Him all the promifiss ^' 
t^'tbe Jewijh nation^ nil tl^ekr prj&ph^des^ ptie/ihQods,Jhcri^ 
jkes^ their iemple^ tmd aU their faarameMts whatever did 
ftfmnd^ or exprefs t. 

Neither are thefe tbinga only faid according to fuppo* 
fitions .aSluned in the New Tefiament ; but they agree, aa 
to their general knpcHtance^ to the fenfe of the ancient 
Jcfwfi, who difJL x^onceive fbeh myfterious references often 
lo lie Doachednipder ^be letter of the Scriptures : they ^fidt 
fitppo& every %d9ere a AEUirat^ or myiUeaJt fenfe ; which 

< Q^em Chn;6tuiii«— omspa gentis illios ^^Tq\Ka^ omnes prophetjae^ ^-« 
cerdotia,. facrificia^ tetnpIom> ct cun^Upi^inino facramenta fonuerunt. Aug, 
ad P^fhf. Ep,t^, 
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SERM. they very ftudiouily (even to an ezoefs of curiofity and 

LXXVl. diligence) fearched after : it was a conftant and confident 

opinion of their doAors^ that all thuigs in Mofes's law 

yid.Capcii.were typical, and capable of allegorical cxpofitionj and 

IS^hw. P^^^o's writings (compofed immediately after our Sa» 

viour's times) do fhew Uiat opinion then to have been paff- 

able. We have alfo feveral inftances and intimations 

thereof in the New Teftament : neither is it probable, that 

our Lord and the Apoftles would, in their difcourfes and 

difputations with the Jews, have ufed this way of alleging 

and interpreting paflages of Scripture, if they in general 

had not admitted and approved it. 

Fid. Chiyf. Why God ihould choofe to exprefs matters of this 

torn. VI. p, . J- 1 t t • • 

649« &c. nature m fuch a manner, we need not to detenmne ; it 
658, &c. might be perhaps for reafons only known to. himfel^ 
above our ken or cognizance : yet divers probable reafons 
may be affigned for it, yea fome more than probable, fee- 
ing they are exprefied or hinted in Scripture. It might 
be for a decent and harmonious difcrimination- of times, of 
difpenfations, of perfons; it might be from the depth of 
things to conciliate reverence to them,- and to raife the 
Rev. iu7. price of knowing them, by the difficulty of attaining 
xvii 0* thereto; it might be by exercife to improve the under- 
Matt, ziii. fiaiidings of men, to inflame their defire, to excite their 
l^"J* Jf'induftry, to provoke their devotion, to render them mo- 
John v. 89. deft and humble; it might be for occafion to reward an 
45. *"*'^* honeft and diligent ftudy of God's word, and to convey 
1 Cor. xii. jpecial gifts of interpretation ; it might be to conceal 
£p'h. i. 9y Ibme things from fome perfons unworthy or unfit to know 
uivt. xiii. ^^™> efpecially from haughty and felf-conceited perfons; 
13. xi. 35. it might be to ufe the ignorance of fome, as a means to 
Tcor. ii. 8. produce fomc great events ; fuch as was the mifufing and 
Ms iii. ir.perfecuting our Lord : for fuch reafons it might be,, and 
there is no good reafon againft it; for it cannot be fup- 
pofed neceflary, that all things ihould be plainly difcover- 
ed at all times, and to all perfons ; it is evident that fome 
things are couched in parabolical and myfterious expref- 
Gal. iv. 4. fions ; it is particularly the manner of prophetical inftruc- 
f T^nu iu. ^^^^ frequently to involve things, the full and cliear know* 
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ledge of which is not congruous to every leaibn, nor fuit- SERIMT. 
able to every capacity; but referved for times, and per- ^XXVI. 
fons^ for which the divine wifdom only knows them moR 
proper. 

Thefe things being thus premifed, we come to our par- 
ticular cafe, and fay, that (according to what our Lord 
and his Apoftles teach) the Mefliah's being to fuffer was 
in divers paflages of the ancient Scripture prefigured* 
Suj^fing the thing itfelf determined to be, there are per 
culiar reafons, why it rather fo, than in a more open man* 
ner, fhould be reprefented^ contained in thofe wcm^s of 
Tertullian : The facrament indeed, faith he, of Ckri/Ps 
pc^on ought to have been figured in the (ancient) predi^ 
cations ; foraf much as that the more incredible it was, {if 
itjhould have been preached nakedly j) the more offenfve it 
would have been; and the more magnificent it was, the 
more it was to be oveffjhadowedy that the difficulty ofunder^ 
Jianding it might be caufe offeeking of God*s grace «. Sup* 
pc^ng it alfo that it fhould be, it is plain that the paflfages 
about Abel, Ilaac, Jofias, Jeremiah, and the like, may 
congrtK>uiIy be applied thereto ; that the elevation of the 
Brazen Serpent, and the ilaymg the Pafchal Lamb may 
appofitely reprefent it; the Jewifh priefts, with all their 
facrifices, may alfo with reafon be brought in, and accom* 
modated thereto : thefe things indeed by themfelves foli- 
tarily are not apt peremptorily to evince, that it fhould 
be ; yet do they handfomely fuit it, and adorn the fuppo* 
fition thereof; according to the notion premifed about the 
figurative relation between the matters of the old world 
before the Meffias, and the new one after him. But with 
^ clearer evidence and flronger force we may affirm, that 
the Meffiah's fuiferings were implied in the afHid:ions af- 
cribed to his reprefentative king Da^vid, fuch as he in feve^ 
cai Pfalms (in the 35th, 69th, 109th, ii8th, and efpecially 
in thel&ad Pialm) defcribe^h them; wherein divers p^ages^ 

* Utique facnimentum paffionis ipiius figarari in prsedicationibus oporta? 
cntf quantoque incredibile, tanto xnagis fcandalum futurum, quantoqu^ 
RU^^cum, tanto magis adumbrandam ; ut difRcuUas intelle£lils gratiaixi 
PiSi qa«re(et. T(rr/« iVJivi, 10. 
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464 Th^ Siif brings of Cfui^ 

SERM. exprefliog the extreme fiufanefs and fodonln^fs of Ids cbnh 
tXXVL ditiott^ occur, which by the hiftory Of his life do not' fe 
wel]^ according to the literal figa«ficati<m of wcnds^ a^iear 
congruous to his perfon ; which therefore there is aMie«- 
ceffity, or at kaft much reafon^ that they fhould bd appli- 
ed to the Meffias^ whom that hicdy King did r^fefeot* 
. Which being admitted, con^riog the.piflagtfs we find 
there to that which befell Jefu0> wo may obkrv^ an ad^ 
mirable harmony; there being fisarce any part of . lug af* 
flidioiji in bis lUe» or at any dbecumfiance tfaei^gof at hi» 
4ead]> which is not in exprds and ^nphatical temtt tbem 
fyt out. There we have exprefled. bis low and defpi- 
Pf. ziii. 6. jcable eflate y (1 0m a w^rm, and no mtbi / ihs reproof^ of 
inen^.mid defpifid of the people :)-^i\i€^ oaufel^fs hatted 
mid ensiity of the popuiacy and of the grft^ oiieir ta«t/^rd 
Pfal. ixix. htm; {Th^y that hate me witkoui m 4mfe. are more than the 
ci&^dV' ^* ^^^ ^f ^^ Aef^$ ^^ ^kai wouid deftroy nte^ ieir^ urme 
enemies wrongfuUff, ^e vnghty ; i^heff e^mpqfiid'Tne^dfcut 
with wofdi tf haired, and foughi Mgak^ me witiMd 9 
i3€k^ :)-HtI» ingrateiiii ffeqi:^tal for all the good intended 
Pfal. zxxT. ^d perfodcmed by him > {They rewatrded me evil fat gjmdj 
JxYiiiM' ^»^ *«'^<^ fi^ ^y fove/)— their fejeaing him^ {The 
Jkontt which the builders refufed is hecome the keadfidmof 
ike cornier ;)-**«their infi^us and aahamniomi proceedings 
. Ff. xxxT. 7> againft him ; {Withmt caufs have they. hid for me iheif leet 
1 1. cix. 2. j-^ ^ p^^^ uftdeh mthmt eat^e ihey have digged for my fid* 
And, F&ife mtneffes did rife upi they laid to myjo^arge 
things that I kaew Tiot. And^ The maudk of the winked mi 
th^, m^tUh^<f the deoeiiftd are opened againft mey ih^ 
hfiJf^e Jp9hen,agaif(/i me mth a lying icoigue t)'^tbeirbiuei 
P&l. XXXT. iafulUs^ wer him in fata af9i&ion y {But in mine adsmfity 
u.ixix. ^^ r^oiced^ and gathered ikemfebies together^ yea, ihi 
ai§e&$ gathered ihemfiilves i^geiker agaivft met) They 
per/ecute Mm^ wham thm hajifmit{en^ and they iaib ta tie 
g^i^' of ihofe, wh)m tliou ht^ wounded t xsA int 'Ai^f^ 
rm rgauiuoTcov fis vpotri^xeiv, and, to thejmart of my wounds 
fhey have added; (fay the LXX.) — thciir fcorttftil reviligg, 
naU xzu. flouting, and mocking him ; {All they that fee me hsugh 
^' ** me tofcorn; theyjhoot the Up, theyjhake the iead^fnyingi 
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(m tfufted in the ImtA thai he wauld deliver him ; let him SERIVf^ 
deliver him, feeing he delighieih in him^ And, / became a LXXVL 
reproach unto them; when they looked upon me, theyjhaked^ ^^ ^^' 
their heads : They opened their mouth wide againft meyand^i^rv. 21, 
Jhndf Aha, ahu, our eye hathfeen it. 'EnrBipemrav fM, hSeft,vKti* ^^* 
f^ea¥ /xe iM^xrfiftO'fti^, 2Spvi^«y far I/m rif i^vrag $m-m* They 
tempted me^ they extremely mocked me, they gnajhed their 
teeth upon me ;}— their cruel and contemptuous ufage of 
him; {Dogs have compqffedme; the affembly of the wicked ^^1. wu 
have enclofed me ; they pierced my hands and my feet. I^^' ^^' 
#Ray tell all my bones; tliey look andjiare upon me;) — 
their abufive dealing with him, when he in his diftreis 
called for fome reireihment } ijrhey gave me gall for my PTai. ixix^ 
meat, and in my thirji they gave me vinegar to drink:) — ^^' 
their difpofal of his garments upon his fufiering; (TAey Piai- zxiU 
part my garments among them, and cqft lots upon my vef 
ture :)— bis being deferted of his friends and followers, 
and thence deftitute of all confcdation; (/ am become apfai.ixiz* 
Jiranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's ^' ^^* 
children ;^^tamfuU ofkeavinefsj und I looked for fome to 
take pity, but there was mne; and fir Comforters, but I 
found ffoiztf ;)-— the fenfe of God's withholding his favoiu* 
and help ; {My God, my God, why haft thouforfiken mef^Hi. xxil.. 
why art thou fo farfram helping in^^)^— his charitable*'^*"' ^^^ 
difpofition and demeanour toward his enemies and perfe- 
cutors) {But as for me, when they werefck, {when they*Efrfmir^4 
did trouble me, lay the LXX-) my clothing wasfackcloth : ^^^'•xP^^* 
I humbled myfelf with fqfiirtg, and my prayer returned PC^l, zxzv. 
into my own bofom* I behaved my/elf as though it had^^' *^* 
leen my friend or brother ; I bowed down heavily, as one 
that motimeth for his mother.) Which paffages, and the 
like, how patly and punctually they do fquare to refpeA^ 
ive paflages in the Gofpels, I need not to fliew; we do, I 
prefome, aU of us well enough i^member that both mo(i; 
doleful and comfortaUe hiftory, to be able ourfelvei^ tq 
make the application* 

But there farther are not only fuch oblique intimationc^f 
or fignifications of this matter, ihrouded under the coyer-' 
ture of other perfons and names ; but very dired and irjfi^ 

VOL. III. H h 
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466 The Suffhrirtgs of eb^ 

SERM. mediate predi&ions cofioeniifig thev.Mcffiah'i hdng io 

LXJDTI.f^lfep^ moft clearly expreflfed : jJiat-wMefaauous cbapt^r 

.ifiuKiL (the 53d) of Ifeiab doth moft evidently uiid ftafly dwl^ 
it, whei^ft the kind, mannei^y eatxffii^, ends,, awd coiife- 
quencee of his fuflferkig&, iog^et H?mh ^/fei^ .bekavkwr 
under thetn, are graphically if^pf^fenled t "hi* appearing 

Vcr. 2. roeanftefs^ {He hath no form ruir ctm^iiniffi f and wk^ we 
JhctUfee him, there is m i^atU^tkat vkfkp%Mdef»i» }wm:) 
—the difgrace, contempi, tepuUeei *ftd r^eflfeidn he updcr- 

Vcr. 3. went,) He is defpifed and refi^£d\of fnen-^^^^uo kid our f sees 
from him; he was defpifiij^nd we i^mod him nott)-^ 

Ver. 3, 4. iiJs afflifted ftate, {He 'is a'Manijffi^rows, and^ae^awUed 
with griefs we did q/ieemhiilfijiri»l6en,jmiiten of Godylatd 
affllBed :)^^thQ bitter and pigitfel 0iannet>. of hisaffliAioi), 

Ver. 4, 5. {Vit.uuas jirieken; he "bffireJM^; .he.zfitf» w&ufidsdi'wd 
bruifed:) — his being accufed, adj|idged,<dfid condeinnddas 

Vcr. 8, 12, a malefaftor, {He was taken J^omptifm and frem jiulg' 
ment — he was, TiUmlM^d among ^he-iftin^q^s S)'^hiB 
death ctotifequent, (He poured out^ hisf<nfitmt^^dea^} he 
was cut out cft/te'land of tftef /iwrw^/)—- th» defign and end 
of his fufiferings ) they werd' appointed a»nd lofdi^d ^y di- 
vine Providence for otJr (ake,'akd in ourfteadj ibr the««pl- 

v^.iOy 5, ation of our fins, and 6ur falvati^^'; ^hpfe&Jhd ihelUfd 

4, 8f 6, ^^'^^i^ip^ f^i^. ftehath put Him to gritf.^ \wken thsufibaM 
make his foul an offering fdpfn*^^yims wounded for m 
iranJgrefftbnSf he urns bruiJedf)rominiquities:iite ^kg^k- 
ment of our peace was M^oh hXn] and with his\firipes we 
Wre kealed-^urehf he k&th borne^oti^ griefs, mdisarriedoUr 
Jhrrows-^for the tranfg¥e£^n of my people' he wasi^idten 
■*-^the Lord hath laid on' him^the iniqtHties ofns qUr)'^MB 
^fy&sking all* this with a willing, qmet; Ii^mble paiidoce, 

Vcr. 7. and perfeft meeknefs, {He iMs oppteffStd, and: hewajPt^" 
fli'Sted, yet he opened not kism^kth^ he is hrmgh^jis^uimb 
Ho the jlaugkter, and asajfieep bef^re^hersJheaiiersiBAtmb, 
ft he openeth not his mouthfj-^YiSA diafitable pvajfii^^for 

Ver. 12. his perfecutofs, and defigning their vfeMiM, {HB-maie 
interCeffionfoT the tranfgr^ors s)^^the bki(Iedlco[Itif^tnaipes 
and happy foccefd of his: foffimiigs^in4he'ebinr6rfiQ|i;and 
joftifioation of ti^nj in p<fir#»tnuHg >6od'»^firiI](cUidl<werM 
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in beidg fatbiied^ rewarded, atid exalted himfelf, {Hejkall S ERM. 
Jee hisfeedf hejhall prolong his days, and the pleqfure q/' LXXVI. 
the L^rdjhall, pro/per in his hand. Hejhall fee of the tra- if. im. lo, 
vail of his foul, andjhall hefati^ed: by his know ledge ^^'^^' 
Jhall "my righteous fervanlju/iify many : — / will divide him 
a portion with the great, and hejkall divide the fpoil with 
ihejirong :) which paflages, as they do .moft exafbly fuit 
unto Jefus^ and mi^t in a fort conftitute a true hiftorical 
narration of what he did endure, together with the doc- 
trines delivered in the Gofpel concerning the intents and 
effe<^9 of his fufferings, fo that they did, according to the 
ii(Hention of the divine Spirit, relate to the Meffias, may 
frt^ia feveral considerations be made apparent; the context 
ahd coherence of all this paiTage with the matters prece- 
dent, laind fubfequent, the which plainly do refpe<9: the g 
-M^iHas, and his times, do argue it: How beautiful uponi^sL-yn-i, 
the mountains a/re the feet of him that bringeih good tid- ^^* 
4ngs ! and; Behold, my fervant Jhall deal prudently, ^c. 
^e |)a(&ges immediately going before 5 to which thi^ 
i^^pter is knit in way of continuation ; and immediately 
^ter it. doth follow. Sing, barren, thou that didft /zdHfa. liv. 1, 
'£^ar> C0^c. being a no lefe perfpicuous. than elegant defcrip *^* 
tion of the CHurch, enlarged by acceflion of the Gentiles, 
'Whi<)h was to be brought to pafs by the Meffi&3. , The 
•getoemlfcdpe of this whole prophecy enforcfeth the .fame 
ooridufioh ;> and the incongruity of this, particular predic- 
tion to any other perfon imaginable befide the Mefliais 
doth farther evince it: fo high are the things afcribed to 
4hei fufierihg per&>h| .ad that he fhould bear the fins (fall 
GmTs people^ and heal them ; that he fhould by his kn^w- 
l^ejtj^fy inany, (or the multitude;) that the pleufure of 
the Imd Jkould profper in his hand to tbefe. grand pur- 
.pc^s;. thdt God would divide him a portion with the great, 
and "that he ^uld divide the fpoil with the Jirong: the 
ViimgbifilDeiJcy ahd iti^rtance of which fayings (rightly un- 
.iflciftbod and weighed) do wdl agree to the MfeiSAs, but 
hoi to. any other pferfon, or fimple man: whence .if 'the 
-ancient Jews had reafon to belieVe a Meflias wasto comfc, 
(as they with general bohfent did fu{)pofe th^y had*) they 

H h ;} 
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468 The Sufferings of Chrt/t 

S ERM. had as much reafon to apply this place^ as any other, td 
LXXVI. him, and thence to acknowledge that he was defigtied to 
**^"****~ be an eminent fufferer. And indeed divers of the ancient 
Targumifts and moft learned Rabbins did expound this 
J)lace of the one Meffias, which was to come; as the Pugio 
Jideij and other learned writers, do by feveral exprefs tef- 
timonies declare. This place alfo difcovereth the vanity 
of that figment, devifed by fome later Jews; who, to 
evade it, and to oppofe Jefus, have affirmed there was to 
be a double Meffias ; one, who ihould be much affli&ed ; 
another, who (hould greatly profper ; fince we may ob- 
ferve, that here both great affli£tions and glorious per- 
• formances concurrently are afcribed to the fame perfon. 
The fame things are by parts alfo clearly foretold in 
other places of this Prophet, and in other prophetical 
Scriptures; by Ifaiah again in the chapter immediately 
Ifa. lU. 13, preceding, Beholdy faith God there, my fervant Jhall 
'^' deal prudently ; he Jhall be exalted and extolled^ and he 

very high: there is God*8 fervant (he, who in way of ex- 
cellency is fuch, that is, in the ftyle of this Prophet, the 
Meffias) in his real glorious capacity. It foUoweth con- 
cerning his external appearance ; His vifage was Jo marred 
more than any man's, and his form more than the fans of 
lfa.zUz. r.vn^Ti. And again, in the 49th chapter; Thus faith the 
' Lord, the Redeemer of Ifrael, and his Holy One, to him 
whom man defpifeih, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to 
a fervant of rulers. Kings Jhall fee and arife^ princes alfo 
Jhall worjhip. What can be more exprefs and clear, than 
that it is iigniiied here, that the Meffias, who (hould fub- 
jeft the world, with its fovereign powers, to the itoknow- 
ledgnient and veneration of himfelf, was to be defpifed by 
men, to be detefted by the Jewifh people^ to appear in a 
. fervile and bafe condition } The fame Prophet doth again, 
Ifa. 1. 6. in the 50th chapter, bring him in fpeaking thus 1 Igoxie 
my back to ihejmiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair; J hid not nty face from Jhame andjpitting* 
His offending the Jews, f6 as thereby to aggravate their 
fins, and accelerate their puniffiments, is alfo thus ex- 

Ka. viii. i4.prefled by the lame Prophet : And he Jhall be for a JmC" 
(P(ja.iu3.) 
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Uiaryi but Jot a Jione of Jiumbling and for a rock of of- SERM^ 
fence to loth the houfes of Ifrael,for a gin and for afnare LXXVI, 
to the inhabitants ofJerufalem^ " 

The Prophet Zechaiiah doth alfo ui feveral places very. 
roundly exprefs his fufibrings, hi3 low condition in thofe 
words; Behold^ thy King comelh unto thee; lowly ^ an^^^ech. iz.g. 
riding np07i an afs ; (that is, pauptf, mean and forry to 
appearance.) His manner of death in tbofe words : 
Awake, O fword, againft my Shepherd, and agairi/i /A^Zech. xUu 
man that is my fellow, faith the Lord of hq/ls : fmite the^' 
Shepherd, and the Jheep Jhall be fcatteredp And again $ /Zech. xU. 
wUl pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the inhabit-^^^* 
ants qfJerufalem, thefpirit of grace and of Jupplications ; 
and they Jhall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they Jhall mourn, Cfc. The Prophet Daniel alfo in that 
place, from which probably the name Meffias was taken, 
and which moft exprefsly mentioneth him, faith, that 
after Jixty "two weeks the Meffias Jhall he cut off, hut WQ/Dan.ir.afl. 
for himjelf Now from all thefe pailkges of Scripture 
(befide divers .others to the fame purpofe, obfervable by 
tfaole> whofe induftry is aiSfied by divine illumination) we 
may vtrell conclude with our Lord, "Or* 5t» yiypotnrrai, xal Luke xxi?. 
«Tco; ISfli rctbuv rov Xfi^* That thus it was written, and thus * 
(apcording to the Prophet^s forefhewing) it was to hap^ 
pen, thai the Chrifijhouldjuffer; fuffer in a life of penury 
and diigrace, in a death of forrow and fbame. 

That it was to fall out thus, might alfo be well inferred 
by peafons grounded upon the qualities of the Meffiah's 
perfon, and upon the nature of bis performances, fuch as 
they are defcribed in prophetical Scripture : he was tp be 
really, and plainly to appear, a perfon of moft $idmirable 
virtue and goodnefs; but never (as even Pagan philpfo- Plato, Sor 
phers have obferved) was, or can there be any fuch with-r ^^^* ^^' 
out undergoing the trial of great affli£Uon. He was to bo 
an univerfal pattern to men of all forts (efpecially to the 
^eateft part of men, that is, to the poor and afBi£):ed) 
of all righteoiifnejs ; to exemplify particularly the moft 
difficult pieces of duty; (humility, patience, meeknejs, cha-^ 
^^^Vi Jelf 'denial, entire refignation to God's will;) this 

H h3 
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470 The Si^ertng^ of Chrift^ 

SERM. he fliOTild not have had opportunity or advantiage of doings 

LXXVJ. fhould he have been high, wealthy, fplendid, juid pcof- 

"""""""^ perous in fecular matters : he wa« to exercife great pity 

apd fympathy toward all mankind ; toward the doing 

whieh it was requifite that he fliould himfelf tafte and 

feel the inconveniences, troubles, pains, andforrowp ind- 

VideTheo- dent to US. He was to advance the repute of ^irituad 

fn°E^?u goods and eternal bleffings, deprefiing thfc value of th^ 

Concii. p. corporeal and temporal things, whiob nien dp' fo fondly 

admire and dote oti : the moft compendious, and effedaui 

way of doing which was by an exemplary negleA err. rc-> 

^ jeftioti of worldly glories and enjoyments y refufit^ the 

honours, profits, and pleafures here, adjoined^ to. a hi^ 

ftate. He was by the moft kindly, gentle, and-peacesMe 

means to ere^ a fpiritual kingdom ; by pure force of rea- 

ion to fubdue the hearts and confciem^es of men to /tfae[ 

love and obedience of God; by wife; inftrufiioOitO' wufe 

in us the hopes of future recompenfes in heaven ;. to the 

accomplifliment of which purpofes tempord glory (work'- 

ing on the carnal appreheniions and aflk6bion& of men) 

had rather been prejudicial than condiscible; He was to 

accompliih and manage his great defigns by means fuperrt 

natural and divine, the' -whfeh .would fiifely become .more 

confpicuous by the vifible meahneft.and itiipat€?Qcy: ofehis 

ftate* He was alfo moft.highly tOv:metit £^am. Gkld,,for 

himfelf, and for us ; (to mentiGod'siho^ appsob^tion of 

v*diat lie did,' God*s favour and gritoe' to us f ) this iie could 

not perform fo well, as by willingly enduringj^ for God's 

fake, and in our behalf, the moft hard ahdigrievous things. 

He was, in fine> defigned per/i?^iy tafave tiSy and .conle-* 

quently to appeafe God's w^ath, to Satisfy diyiiie^gujftice^ 

to expiate our fins; whereto it was reqmftfee, that he 

fliould undergo what we had -deferVedy being puni(he4 

and afHiAed for usw . 

Now that Jeftis our Lord did i moft thoroughly, oorre-i 
fpcMjdito whatever, isih this kind decjared l^tiie' Prophets 
concemingthe-Meffijasj^we need noti by. xjrinui^ rdat*- 
ing thei.khown>lnfti)fy.pf<hifi^\life4nd\^deatfa^ m^DbjOut^any 
iartlier, fince the' whole ^maliterv is palpably ^notorioii^j and 
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no adverfary can deny it : I {ball therefore conclude, that SERM. 
it is a clear and certain truth, which St. Peter in our text LXXVI. 
affirmeth, that thofe things which God before hadjhewed 
ly the mouth of all his prophets, that Ckri/i Jhould fuffer, 
he hath fo fulfilled* 

Now, Unto him that loved us, and wajked us from oz^rRev.i. 5, e. 
fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priefts 
unio God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. An^n. 

Bleffing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Aim Rev. v. lo. 
that ftteth upon the throne^ onJ unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON LXXVIL 



Ji WHIT-SUNDAY SERMON OF THE GIFT OF 
THE HOLY GHOST. 



Acts ii. 38. 

^'^And yejhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghojt. 

SBRM. Among the divers reafonable grounds and ends of the 

^^^^^^' obferving feftival folemnities^ (fuch as are comforting the 

Efth.ii. poor by hofpitable relief, refrefhlng the weary labourer 

Pcut, XVI. ^y ce&tion from ordinary toil, maintaining good-will 

among neighbours by cheerful and free converfation, 

quickening our fpirits and r^ng our fancies by ext)raor«> 

dinary reprefentations and divertifements, infufing and 

preferving good humour in people^; fuch as are alfo the 

decent confpiring in public exprefSons of fpecial reverence 

to God, withdrawing our minds from fecular cares, and 

engaging them to fpiritual meditations,) the two principal 

defigns of them feem to be thefe. 

!• The affording occafion (or rather impofing a con* 
ftraint upon us) with a competent frequency to attend 
unto, to confider upon, to in(lru£t ourfelves and others 
in the myfterious dodlrines and inftitutions of our reli^ 
gion. 

2. The engaging us feafonably to pradife that great 

ftlrit rSt irifm Ir^vrt, rkf riv U^Zf AfiutCmt rots ^Mf. Plato 9. ^if Leg- 

Le$]um conditOKs feAos inftitueruni^ies, ut ad hilaritatem homing pub* 
lice coserenCitr> tanquam neceflarhnn Imboribus interponentes tempcnmcn- 
tain. SfH, de tranf, au. it. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



A Whip-Sunday Sermon <ff ike Giftj fie. 473 

duty of thankfully remembering and pr^ng God for SERM. 
thofe eminent mercies and favours, which by his janreat ^^^^^- 
grace and goodnefs have been vouchfafed to us. 

For thefe purpofes chiefly did God himfelf appoint the 
Jewilh. feflivals 5 for inftance, the Paffover, the reafon of 
which being inftituted is thus exprefled; that thou mayeftDtMx: xv{. 
remember the day^ when thou cameft forth out of the land^' 
of Egypt, all ike days of thy life : which words imply 
that the obfervation of that folemnity did ferve to preferve 
the memory, yea the continual remembrance of that fo 
notable a bleffing, which otherwife might have been to- 
tally forgotten, or feldom confidered ; the fanie did alfo 
fu^eft occafion of inquiry concerning the reafons of its 
appointment, procuring confequently needful informa- 
tion in that mat^al point of their religion ; as doth ap* 
pear by thofe words of God, And it Jhall come to pafs, E»«l. »?. 
when your children fkall fay unto you. What mean ye by ' ' 
this firviceP that ye ^11 fay. It is the facrifice of the 
hordes Paffover — • 

In compfiance with which prudent defigns, the Chrif- A«g. d? 
tian Church, from her firft infancy, hath embraced the47' '*' 
opportunity of recommending to her children the obfer-* 
vation of her chief holy feftivals, continuing the time, and 
retaining the name, although changing or improving the 
matter and reafon of thofe ancient ones; the divine Provi* 
dence concurring to further fuch proceeding, by fo order- 
ing the events of things, that the feafons of difpenfing the 
evangelical bleffings ihould fall in with thofe, wherein the 
l^gal benefits moft refembling and reprefenting them were 
commemorated ; that fo there might be as well a happy 
coincidence of time, as correfpondence in matter between 
tjbe ancient and new folemnities; whencelas the exhibition 
of evangelical doArines and myfteries did meet with minds 
more fiiitably prepared to entertsdn them, and as lefs in- 
novation from former ufage did appear, (a thing obferv*^ 
able to be refpefted In moft, or all the pofitive inftitutions 
of , our religion,) fo withal Chriftians were engaged, while 
they confidered ifie frefh greater i^ercies by God ypuchfafed 
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^RM: to thc^, to r6fle£):'alfi:> upon the fanro^s^ fitMd tbe &mb 
LXXVIL" ftoQk rfgoodnefs/mdulged by hisi to h» aQCtent people } 
that as tbofe ihould chiefly be reilaeanbered, fo thcfo 
febuld not wholly be forgotten: thus did; GdddMpofe, 
that Qur Saviour {houW then fuffer, when the PafiihalLaaaib 
was to b^ offered; or that the redeanption? of the wcaild 
from fin and mifery ihould then be celebrated liy w, 
wheii: tbe^deliYemhce from the Egyptian flaN^ry war (Jom-» 
aiemorated by theniv: and fo (that we may' approach to 
our pRirpofe). at the time of Pentecoft^ when, the Jewi 
Deut. XVI. were obliged to ryoice before theLdrdj rendering thanks 
unfco himfor the harveft newly gathered ui^ and the earth's 
good fruits (the main fupports and comforts of this 1^) 
were by God's WeflSng beftowed on diem^ then did God 
bimntifdlly impart the firft-fruits. of IMS' Holy Spirit, the 
food oi our fouls and refrefliinent of our hearts ; thentdid 
be caufe his labourers to put their fi6kler ihtbx the ipiiitAud 
harveftj.convertirigfouls, aixd gathering them as matiut 
fruits into the gamers of the Church. 

At 'Xh^ yery fegKfon . alfo ( whichr ii^ remflirkaibfe)^ Aat ;the 
Lgrw^ WAS. deliveted: to the Jews, and the ancient cbvenant 
eft^Hfhed which did happen' at Pentecoft, as ixmy be pro)- 
bably oollefi;ed from the text, and is cominonly fuppofed 
by the Jewifli Doftors, who- therefoi© called this 'fcaft 
Sxod.xix. J^^*ir\ nrrDID* thajoy (orjoyfrJfeaft) of the Law, in 6ffiif 
-* fic^tioa pf their Joy, ufing tfaen to crown their heads^ w^ 

gi^lands, and ftrew their houfea with green herbs j .«t 
that very tixrie was the Choftian^law moffi fignally pror 
mulged, 'and the new covei^iit's ratSficatioh mdft fo^ 
lemd[y declared by tbetmiraculous efiEttfion of the divhtc 
,Spirit.. ' • 1 • •• (• 

The beme^fit there£o!iro and bleffifag, whidij.at thttntioie 
we'are'bonnd efpebiaUyiibjcooifider a^ bomiuiemorate^ 
isdnreffed: the publication and eftalbliffament of thd cov^ 
•naht 'OvangdUoal, thenfouiidhtimi'^bf allfotur iiopfes^^and'aU 
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our claims .to happiobft; but more itdme^iitdly and dkSERM;. 
tgQXj th^ donation of the Holy Spirit to the Chriftian L^XVn. 
Church, and to; all its inember^ ;• for the better under^* 
fidnding and more: truly valuing of which moft excellent, 
benefit, let us briefly declare the nature and. defiga 
thereof. 

Almighty God, feeing the generality 6f mankind ajienw 
ated bom hiorfelf by grofs ignorance of its duty toward 
him, and-by habitual inclinations to violate, his. holy. laws> 
(originally implanted by him in our nature, or- anciently 
revealed to our firft parents,) immerfed in. error, enfkved 
to vice, andt obndxious to the woful coniecj^iieEK^es. q$ 
them, feveareipunifljment and extreme mifery; w^s.pleafed 
in his ijnmenfe:goodnefe and pity to ddign its refcufe from 
that ikd' condition; and, in purfuance of that. gracious der? 
fi^,rdid refolve upon expedients the moft admirable and 
moft efiici^cious that could be] for to redeem men from[ 
the tyranny of fin. and hell, to reconcili^ them'tahimf^lf^ 
td recover them into a happy ftate, he fent bis own only 
beloved. Son out of his^ bofom into thia wotld, clothed 
with our nature; by him, afr by a Plenipotentiary Com-r 
xniffioner' from himfelf, inviting all men to return unto 
him; decliariRg himfelf, by the meritorious obedience, th^ 
expiatory p^|(fion, the efFe6):ual interceffipa of hi» dear 
Son, abundantly fatisfied for, and ready to grant a fulj. 
pardon of> all ofibnces committed ^gainft him in their fiate 
of err<>rJand.efl:rangeinentj to admit them into a ftate of 
pyefeiSt ifidemnity and peace, yea to fettle tbem in perpe^ 
tual .allifliice and. friendibip with hinifelf, upon moft faix 
and gentle terms;. naunely, that> renouncing. their erro- 
neous; prinoiples,. and reforming their vicious coui&s .of • 
life, .they dbo^rftilly would' embrace, his me^roiful over*t 
turesf and; thereafter conform their lives to his righteoua^ 
laws; ihe. whidb^.togethei with all his good intentions 
coQoejiung^themv be,.by the fimie blefled agent,' cleart]ir 
difcavered to them^; < fully by him vinftru^ting: them ia^ 
their tiuty, andtftrongly.eoieouragiiag them^itotbe perform^ 
anoft thereof: by the prowfe o£. voeo9c^ bountifut; rewards- $> 
lu5:jGertaiaibve(^and faTOvur atteod^d with 'Ondlefejoyi and 
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SfiRM. blifs : thus did, as St. Paul expreffetb it, the famng grate 

* of God appear unto all men, teaching us, that, denying 

Tit. ii. 11, ungodlinefs and worldly Iti/is, wejhould livefoberlyyr^ht" 

eou/lyj and godly in this prefent worlds expe&ing that btep- 

ed hope*, 

But to render this wonderfully gracious defign fuccefs«» 
fill, in a way of wifdom and reafonable proceeding ac- 
commodated to the capacities of human nature, it was 
requifite, that there fliould be provided convincing argU" 
ments to perfuade men of the truth and reality of thcfe 
things, (that indeed fuch an extraordinary agent, with 
fuch a meflage, was come from heaven,) tffe&ual means of 
admonifhing and exciting men to a heedful advertency 
toward them, competent motives to a cordial acceptanca 
ef them; a power alfo fufficient, notwithftanding their na- 
tural impotency and inftability, to continue them in the 
belief, to uphold them in the practice of the duties pre- 
fcribed, in the performance of the conditions required. 

For if it were not very credible, that God had truly 
ihofe intentions toward us, or if we did not much regard 
the overture of them, or if we did not conceive the bu- 
finefs highly to concern us; or if, relolving to comply 
with the Gofpel, we yet were unable to difcharge the 
Conditions thereof, the defigh would totally be fruftrated, 
and of itfelf come to nothing. To prevent which difap- 
pointment of his merciful intentions. Almighty Grod did 
abundantly provide, in a manner and meafure fuitable to 
the glorious importance of them 5 for to the miniftry of 
his eternal wifdom, he adjoined the efficacy of his eternal 
love, and blefled Spirit; the which not only condu&ed 
John iii. 34. God OUT Saviour into his flefhly tabernacle, and with ««- 
meq/krable communications of himfelf did continually re- 
fide within him, but alfo did attend him in the confpi- 
cuous performance of numberlefs miraculous work^, im- 
plying divine power and goodnefs, as exceeding not only 
any natural, but all created power, (fuch as were by mere 
word and will healing the fick and refloring the maimed, 
eje&ing evil fptrits, difceming the fecret thoughts of men, 
^»tellin|^ continent events, reviving; the dead^ nufiiig 
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himfelf from the grave;) which works^ feme exprefsly, SERltf. 
others by parity of reafon^ are afcribed to the Holy Spi- LXXVII. 
rit \ for, If fedth our L6rd, I ly the Spirit of God cq/i out Matt. xii. 
devils — ^and, God, faith St. Peter, anointed him with '^Aasx.ag. 
Holy Ghojl^ and with power ; who went about doing goody 
and healing all that were opprejfed by the devil: and, * 
IVhoy faith St. Paul, was declared to be the Son of Gody Rom. i. 4. 
according to the Holy Spirity by the refurre&ion from the 
dead: fo did God afford the moft evident atteftation that 
could be to the truth of our Saviour's quality, commiffion, 
and do£trine; by fo clear and roufing fignifications did 
God invite men to take notice of thefe things. 

But farther to induce them heartily to comply with 
thefe gracious overtures, and to render them thoroughly 
avsdlable to the purpofe defigned, the falvation of men^ 
according to the terms prefcribed of fsdth in God, and 
obedience to his commandments, God was pleafed farther 
to refolve, and he faithfully did promife, that he would 
impart the fame blefled Spirit, as a continual guide and 
affiftant to all thofe, who ferioufly would entertain thofe 
tenders of mercy, fincqrely refolving the performance of 
the conditions. 

Now although the natural and ordinary manner of this 
divine Spirit's operation (like that of all fpirits and more 
fubtile fubftances) is not by violent and fenfible impref* 
fions S but rather in way of imperceptible penetration, or 
gentle infinuating of itfelf into the fubjeft upon which it 
worketh, hardly difcovering itfelf otherwife than by th^ 
notable effefits refulting from it ; and although likewife 
the proper and principal effefts thereof, according to di- 
vine defignation, do relate to the furthering our perform- 
ance of the faid conditions requifite toward our falvation, 
that is, to the cherifliing our faith and quickening our 
obedience 5 difpofing men to perform virtuous actions, ra- 
ther than to achieve wondrous exploits ; yet more fully 
to.fatisfy the doubtful, to convince the incredulous (to 

ftiffif XaUtv, Chryf, Tom. vi. Orat, 12. ad Demtt, 
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S£RM. opnfowid the <jbfliaate) Ax^orlij about ibe^rutfa of his ih- 

I^XXVII. tentions,. more Uhiftrioufly to j^anifoft the cooapletion of 

his projnaife, more fmrely to fortify thefaithftj againft the 

fcsandals ^nd temptations, ^hioh their profeiiion would 

A6isn. 19, iftqur^j God wa« pleafed after our Lord's . afcenfion> and 

ix. 11, le! when the apoftplical ^promulgation of the. Chnftiau. doc- 

i^Cor. xjv* ^rine did eomuienee, :to idifpienfe both. to the teachers and 

the difciples thereof joaora liberal ^jomnaunications of that 

Jloly .Spirit, attended with no^rious, ftrange, and :Won- 

de^rful -^ffeAs, ^pt to provofce rthe adinif»tioh Kof «eu, to 

perfuade. their judgBPiwts, to prevail upon their 'affeftions, 

to produce. within th^m ftroiog.defires of.^pai^tikttig fo 

high a privilege and ^jccellent^ndofmseut. 

. Thenieiporial therefore of that:«i!oft -graoipus ^ad ;^lo- 
Wa^ difpi^nfatioiD, the.Ghriftian Ghurdh- wifcdy .and jh- 
pjafly bath .<x)ntinuaily .preferved, obB|^ng us at this time 
j)^)^liarly to blefs.God for that incomparable and inefti- 
l^ftbte gift, <^nferred then Jijoft yjfiWy upon the Cburdti, 
^f|d f(Ull reftlly.beftowed upon every j^riicular aii^naber, 
fWx i^orpprat^ thereinto* 

I fey be^o.wed qpoii every, j^ticmlar member -of the 

Churchy for the evangelical covenant doth qxteild to every 

Pbfiilian; ^d a. prmoipal iit^edieait [thereof i$ the> col- 

l.ttkexi.20. Utipn of thii^; Spirit: which is thej£%^ ^ Qod^ whereby 

^apcoridiogitP: the, Prc^het Jeraiaiah's defcription- of U^fcat 

Jcr.xxxi. povjenant) Gpd^s l&w is puijnio ikeir iniuard' parts, ^kttd 

33* wriipen in their . heatts \ infsfib^dy a^ St. Paul -allufiv^ly 

3Cor.iii.3.i|}eaketh> not with ink^ but by. the Spirit of f he iivjii^gjEhd; 

Hcb. viii. ^^ ^. jj^^^^ ofjie:n0, but in fhejle/hly tables of the hmrt 5 

Ezck.xi.i9.not only,:as .the Jewifli law. reprefent^d, frt?m withoiut to 

John VI. 45. ^^ fepfes, but imjpF^ed within ^upoq the. m<ind axid afec- 

n»MV*«rw .tionsj whi^pce God's Spfeit)is galled th^ l^irit. of promife^ 

^^»ry*^^»S'^the do«w,tiQn thi^reof' being the cpeoulfaj- r pijomife of .the 

' Xjofpel; and.the.endiof our:$4yiour's;raBdiertakifig;^rby 

Gal. iii. i4.i9t. Paul declared^ iMt U4e;might feeeiue^ ihepr^r^e of ihe 

(^irj^ by fmth, UbiaX is, 1^ embr^K^g Chrifiiamtyijoi^ght 

gi«/. Chryjf. Tom, v. Or at, ^%* . 
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piurtake therftof^. Aecoi^g to God'a pmmife; and thie SCIfltM. 
appftol^ miiuftty or exhibition of Ae Go^lis ffytod ^^^^^^l 
iheminj^rotion of the Spirit i tod tqfiing^f the heavenly £^">tKovU th 
giftyja^ partimpa^mQ/iheHofy GAg/Zis part <rf a Chrif- TclTrrurs. 
^Q'^ charter^ and the iuibe{>tioa of Cbifi^nity is. thus Hcb. vi. 4. 
dc&ribed by St« Paul 5 jB2i/> aev lO'f hound to give thanks 2 Th^ff. ii.' 
fdtvqyisio Qodftyr y$u^ breihren behved^qf the Lardy be* '^'. 
cttufe Goihaih'ichQfm you from. the begiamingiofalpation^ 
ibfnmghfmsSkificdtviniQf the Spia^it^ami. belief of the ifuik: 
«iid wOivr .Saviour infiruiSied; Nidodemus^ that, jsa: mtm can John tiil 51 
-enter, iato the iingdom of God (that is, beoome a CfaiiAian, 
or fubje&xaf God's .fpiiilual kingdom) withoui being tege^ 
nerated by water j aiid by the Spirit j that is^ without bap 
ii£ai, iiiid thefpirituai gtfaoe attending it; according. as St. 
Peter .doth in the words adjoining to our text implyy that 
ih&TekKeption of the Holy Sjnrit is annexed to holy bap^- 
tifixi : Repent^ faith' he, and be baptized -euery one ofym in A£U ii. as, 
ibe mame of J&fus Ckrift for the refuljfiion offfis^ and.ye^^' 
JhaliiKBceine the gift of the Hob/ Gko/i; for the promife 
(that great, promife of the. Holy Ghpft) is unto youy and. to 
yxiur ehildreUf and to all^thatare afaf offytuen'.to n&anany 
TBp. the Lard ot/Lr Qodjhall call; that is, the Holy Sp^.is 
pnsniifed to fiH, how far foever dijflant in .pl^e.or time, 
wlioever (hall be invited imto,. and (halljembrace the QhTilr 
tian profeffion*. St. John alfo maketh it to be the ldi£^ 
tinditie mark of thofey.inwhom Chiffi abidelh, aildwiio 
cLWyi iii Chrift, that i^.of all true Cfariijians,. to h^V^e this 
Spirit; Hereliy,'{aS:th.heyweknow thai he aiidetkiu ^1 John Hi. 
hsf the Spirit whieh he bath given us; and, Heisffby «^i*joi,niv 
%enc/ that we dw^ in Mwy md he in us, becaufe he kathiQ, 
given us of hisSpirit. And 'St». R^ul deoieth^him to bo a 
goodiChriftiaQ who is deftitute thereof; Nowy faith. h6, Rom. viii. 
y^atiy ii^n.hqve not the Spirit of Ghtift, he is none^ofhis : ^' 
siAd^Know ye maty faith' he to the Corinthians, that ye aye i Cor. Ui. 
tAe iefnple of Qad, and that the Spirit of God dwe^kin ^^' 
you P that is. Do .ye not underftond ihis^ to be a; common 
privilege of all Chriftians, fuch as ye profefs yourfelves to 
b^? And the cottv^rf^on pf jjien to Chriftianity he thus 
expreJOTeth; After the kindnefs and love of God our SavhuXTxt, Ui. 4, 
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SBRM. toward man appeared; not ly any righteous works tvhich 

LXXVIL u^ f^^ ^Q^^ i^f according to his mercy hefaved us, by the 

lover of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghoft^ 

And all pious difpofitions qualifying us for entrance into 

heaven and happinefs (faith^ charity, devotion^ every grace. 

Gal, ▼. 99. every virtue) are reprefented to be fruits of the Holy Spi* 

Rom-^T^s.^'" ^^ *^® union of all Chriftians into one body^ the 

catholic fociety of all truly faithful people, doth, accord-^ 

ing to St. Paul, refult irom this one Spirit, as a common 

f Con zu. foul animating and aftuating them : For^ faith be, by one 

Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 

OeniileSf whether hond or free ; and have all been made to 

drink of one Spirit. 

. In fine, whatever fome few perfons, or fome petty fe£b 
Xas the Pelagians of old, the Socinians now) may have 
deemed, it bath been the do^ne conftantly, and with 
very general confent delivered in the Catholic Chuirdi, 
that to all perfons by the holy n[iyftery of baptifin duly 
initiated to Cbriitianity, 6r admitted into the communion 
of Chrift's body, the grace of God's Holy Spirit certainly 
is beftowed, enabling them to perform the conditions of 
piety and virtue then undertaken by them ^ enlightening 
their nunds, re£tifying their wills, purifying thm afiec- 
tions, dire£ting and affifting them in their practice | the 
which holy gift (if not abufed, ill treated, driven away^ or 
quenched by their ill behaviour) will perpetually be con« 
tinned, improved, and increafed to them : it is therefore 
by Tertullian (in his Prefcriptions againft. Heretics) reck-* 
oned as part of that fundamental rule, which was ground'^ 
ed upon the general tradition and confent of the Chrif> 
tian Church, that Ckrift had fent the virtue of the Holy 
Ghqft in his room, which doth aii believers^; to which that 
article doth anfwer of the Apoftolical Creed, in which we 
profefs to believe the Holy Ghq/i; meaning, I fuppofe, 
thereby not only the bare exiftenoe of the Holy Ghoft, 
.but alfo its gracious communication and energy* 



« Tert, ie Pr^fc, 13 mififTe vicariam vim Spiritus Sahfti, qui Cic- 

dentes agat^ 
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Cilice therefore the coHadon of this emineat fpSi and SERIff. 
favour fo searlf doth coooem us all ; feemg it is our pre- LXXVfl. 
fent duty more efpecially to pnufe and Wefs God for it; 
^ing alfo we are wont to commenfurate our gratitude to 
our^dflimation of die benefit^ unto which it relateth; tet 
us a little confider the worth and excddency of this divine 
.^ft conferred on us. 

That it is tranfcenxlendy valuaUe we may in general 
l>ence coUe£t, that even in our Lord's efteem k did not 
only countervail^ but in a manner furmount the benefit of 
his pretence; "Smiufifm, It is^ laid he, expedient (or profit- John xvU 
Me) for you that I go away; God having defigned, tlMt^' 
my abfence fhall .be iupplied by the Comforter's more 
beneficial prcfence: and wonderfiilly beneficial furdy muft 
that prefence be, which could not only compenfate, but 
oender advantageous die lols of that moft benign and 
iweet converiadon, diat tender and watohAil infpe6tion, 
ihat wholefome and poweifal advice, that clear imd lively 
pattern of aU goodnefs fhining forth in our Saviour's life 
.upon his Difciples. Could there be a more indulgent 
JMafter, a more difcreet Guide, a more delightful Compa- 
nion, a more faitfafiil Friend, a mighder ProteAor, a fuver 
AflSftant, a fweeter Comforter than he ? Yes, it feemeth 
ithat ouf^Saviour did apprehend, that upon fome accounts 
-thole .benefits with greater advantage might accrue to 
them by the gift of his Spirit, than by his own imme- 
diate prefence ; that it by internal operation could more 
clearly inform the mind, more ftron^y incline the will, 
onore vigoroully affeft the heart, than any exterior word 
•or ^example could do: neither could our Saviour, accord- 
ing to die condidon of his humanity, limited to particu- 
Jarides of dme and place, fo perfe&ly correfpond to the 
"vanous exigencies of mankind, as that omnipotent Spirit, 
indmately prefcnt to, uniformly difiufed through all things : 
Him therefore did our Saviour leave the guardian of hisov« <2f«V4» 
otberwife orphan Difciples ; him did he fubftitute to un- "J^J '^^'" 
dergo the care and tuidon of them, to condu£k them inJohnxiv. 
the right way, to preferye them from dangers, to comfort 
.thfim .in diftre&s, to ma^iage all their concernments, to 

VOL. III. I i 
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6BRM. be their counicllor^ moDiior, advocate^ and patron; by 
LXXVII. him he meant fully to make good his word^ thai he would 
" he tvUh them till the end of this world U 

But more diftin^y to furvey the many benefits and ad- 
vantages proceeding from this excdlent ^fit unto us^ we 
may obferve^ that on it the foundation^ the improvement^ 
the completion of all our good and bappinefs do depend; 
that to the Holy Spirit in truth and jufiice are to be af- 
cribed, i. our better ftate and being; 2, our fpiritual 
powers and abilities; 3. our good and acceptable per- 
formances ; whatever we are, whatever we can do, what- 
ever we aftually do perform as Chriftians. 

I, We owe to the Holy Spirit our fpiritual ilate and 
being; opr fpiritual life, our freedom, our honourable 
condition* 
hmv/m It is by virtue of this quickening Spirit^ that from death 

i*Sr!!xv. ^^ corruption we are raifed to an immortal and indefec- 
45. tible ftate of life; that, as St. Paul faith, we, that were 

Eph^iL'1,5'.^^^ in ire/pajfes andjins, are quickened together with 
1 Pet. i. aa. Cktift ; we by this incorruptible feed are born again ; not, 
as formerly, to a life of vanity and mifery, or to the en- 
joyment of a few tranfitory delights, tempered with many 
vexatious inconveniences, pains, and troubles ; but to fure 
1 Pec. i. 3^ capacities of moft folid and durable contentments, to a 
^' living hope of an incorruptible inheritance referved in hea^ 

venfor us. 

It is thereby we are free men, enjoying a true and per- 
feA liberty; being enfranchifed f^om divers intolerable 
ilaveries, to which we naturally are fubjed:ed, and irom 
which otherwife we could not be exempted; from the do- 
Gat iv« 24, minion of a rigorous law s, which prefcribeth hard duties, 
but doth not afford ftrength to perform them ; 2jp>t to con- 
demn us, but not able to convert us ; from the clamorous 
accufations of a guilty confcience, with anxious fears of 
Rom viii P^niA^^^nt, that fpirit of bondage unto fear^ of which St. 
15. ' ' Paul fpeaketh; from the tyranny of a moft crafity, Ipite- 

f^Zmt^h 9V9nX%mt vi ttiZf^f. Matt, xxviii. 90. 

s Les Of omntam potait obftraere, non pociiit mcntem coattnae, Amh* 
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ful, and cruel enemy, that wicked one who did captivate SEttM. 
us at his pleafurCfOnd detained us under his power; from I'XXVIL 
the no lefs unjuft, no iefs mifchievous domination of our 2 Tim. ii. 
own flefli, or natural concupfcence, impofing grievous talks |** .. 
and deftruflive neceffities upon us; It *5, faith St. Paul, theKom.y\\C 
law of the fpirit of life in Chri/l Jefus, which fettelh w^a'cor. iiu 
free from thefe laws of Jin and of death; fo that, where the^i* 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

From fuch bafe thraldoms we thereby are redeemed, 
and not only fo, but are advanced to an honourable con- 
dition, are ennobled with muftrious relations, are entitled 
to glorious privileges : all the benefits and immunities 
contained in the charter of the new Jerufalem, all the ad- 
vantages and privileges appropriated to God's court and 
family thereby appertain unto us ; for we have, faith St.Eph. ii. is, 
Paul, accefs by one Spirit unto the Father y and are thence ^^* 
no more Jirangers and foreigners, but felloW'citizens of the 
faints, and of the hpufehold of God : by this holy uniiion 
we are confecrated kings and prie/is unto God; by partici- Rev. i. 6. 
pation of this immortal feed we are engrafted into alliance * ^^'* "* ^* 
with the heavenly King, become children of God, brethren 
of Chrift, heirs of Paradife, (an infinitely better Paradife 
than that from which we formerly were excluded;) for 
this 13 that irveojxa uio^eo-ia^, that Spirit which conftituteth Rom. viii. 
us the fons of God, qualifying us to be fo by difpofitions john i. 13. 
refembling God, and filial affections toward him ; certify- 
ing us that we are fo, and caufing us by a free inflinft /oGal. iv. 6. 
cry, Abba, Father, running into his bofom of love, and 
flying- under the wings of his mercy in all our needs and 
diftrefTes ; whence as many as are led by the Spirit, they, Rom* ▼»"• 
faith St. Paul, are the fons of God; and, tlie Spirit itfelf^om. yiiu 
beareth witnefs with our fpirit, that we are the children of^^- 
God; yea, which may feem yet a farther pitch of dignity, 
we, by intervention of this Spirit, are united and incorpo- 
rated into Chrift himfelf, being made living members of 
his body, partaking a common life and fenfe with him ; 
by it we are compacted into the fame fpiritual edifice, 
dedicated to the worfbip and inhabitation of God; our 
bodies and fouls are made temples of his divinity, thrones 
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6ERM. of his majefty5 orbs of his celeftial Bght, paradifes of his 
jAXVII. bliftful:prefenoe$ for, In wkomy lidth St. Paul, ye are biuU 
£ph. ii. S3, t^etherfor mi inhabkaiion of God through the Spirit; and, 
1 Cor. iii. Know ye not iJmt ye are the temple of God, and that the 
*^ Spirit qf God dwelleth in you f 

By the Holy Spirit we are inflated in thefe tanconceiv- 

pbly glorious privileges, aiid by it wly we are aOtired of 

tl^em, to our comfort ; the gift of it, as it is a great part 

of them, and the chief caufe, fo it is a fure confirmation 

Ei?h. i. 13. a»d pledge 5 K, fiuth St Paul, were feqXed by the Hol^ 

Rom.viu. gpi^^ of promijfe, which is the eame/i of our iriheritance; 

3Cor.i.2i,end, // j^ God who did ejiahlifli us with you in Chri/i, and 

anointed us, andalfo fealedus, ^md gave the earnefl of the 

Spirit in our hearts : ail which {dirafes do import the fame 

thing, that is, a comfortable afiurance concerning the 

reality ef the benefits by divine grace exhibited and pro'- 

mtfed to us. 

jj. Neither only relatively and extrinfecally is our (late 
bettered and exalted from death to life, from flavefy to 
freedom, from bafenefs to dignity; but ourMves anfwer- 
aCor.v.ir.ably are changed and amended by the fame Holy Spirit, 
"with a real and intrinfecal alteration, transforming us into 
other things, much different from what we were in our 
Tit. iii. 5. former natural flate; by that renovation of the Holy Ghqfij 
Eph. iv.23.of which St. Paul fpeaketh, we are, faith he, renewed in 
thefpirit of our mind; fo that not only the decayed fram^ 
of our foul is thereby repaired and reformed, but its 
powers are much improved and enlarged ; we are thence 
endued with new and better faculties, as it were ; with 
quicker apprehenfions, with fincerer judgments, with 
righter inclmations, with nobler pafllions, than we had 
before, yea, than we could have had in our original flate; 
fo that in the language of holy Scripture we thence be- 
]5ph. iv.a4.c0me new men, and new creatures, created according to 
CoU^nt. 10!^^ in righieoufnefs and true holhiefs ; according to God, 
Eph.iv.23. that is, in conformity to the divine perfections of fieAitude 
Col.°ai. 10. ^^ VDinA and will, fo as to refemWe God in a bilker de- 
gree, and more worthy refpefts, than fbrinefly. Out 
1 Cor. IV. father Adam was made eiV 4^t/%^y ^«0^aey,^ creature' wdfied 
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ivlth life and fenie> fiimifhed with powers and appetites SERM. 
difpofing to acquire, pteferve, and enjoy the conveniences LXXVII. 
Iigreeable to that frame ; and we naturally are \Jwp^«xo) av- 1 cor. ii. 
Apaaroi, animal men.; fuch as naturally. do apprehend, do^** 
aifed^ do puiiue things concerning this prefent life ; the 
pleafures of fenfe, and the fatisfa3;ions of fancy ; freedom 
from want and pain, fecurity from danger and difiurbance^ 
together with the means we fuppofe conducible to thofe^ 
Wealth, honour, and power ; thefe are thofe dejires of the eiUfittrd 
fiejk and of the mind, the things which according to ourJ]2J*|'J^^ 
natuml temper and frame we like and approve; which ^pb* »-9< 
moft men therefore do highly value, paffionately love, and 
learnefily feek : nor doth nature only incline us to a com- 
placence in thefe things, but cuftomary fruition greatly, 
endeareth them to us ; fo that we continually improve our 
acquaintance, and contraft a firmer alliance with them j 
but fpiritual and divine things {the things of the Spirit of 
God^f as St. Paul calleth them) we cannot receive; that is, Aix»<rBtiu 
fimply of ourfelves, without aid of another interior princi- , 
pie, we.have no capacity to apprehend them, no difpofition 
to entertain them, no ftrength to purfue them 5 they, as 
the Apoftle faith, arefoolijhnefs to us, that is, incongruous 
to our prejudicate notions, and infipid to our corrupt 
palates. 

Such dodrines as thefe ; that our felicity confifteth not 
in affluence of temporal enjoyments^ but in difpofitions of 
foul crofflng our humours, curbing bur appetites, and 
quelling our paffions; in conformity of practice to rules 
diftafteful to our fenfe 5 in the love and favour of an invi- 
fible Being ; in reverfion of an eftate not to be poflefled 
until after our death in another world ; that none of thefe 
prefent things do well deferve our ferious regard, affeftion^ 
or care, and that it is blameable to be felicitous about 
them J that naked goodnefs (how low, weak, and poor 
foever) is to be chofen before all the fpecious pomps and, 
glories of this world 5 that the fecret teftimony of Con- 
science is to be preferred before all the approbation and ap- 
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SERM. plaufe of men; that the hope of future joy (hottld oVer*- 
LXXVIL fway the defire of prefent moft certain and fenfible de- 
lights; that the lofs of all things may fometime be deemed 
our greateft gain, being contemned our higheft honour^ 
enduring afflidions our moft defirable condition, death our 
fureft welfare, a crofs preferable to a crown ; that accord- 
ingly it is often advantageous and expedient for us, and a 
duty incumbent on us, willingly to difcard our deareft 
contents of life, to facrifice our moft valued intereft, to 
forfake our neareft relations, to refufe what we moft affe3, 
, to undertake what we moft diftafte, to imdergo without 
reluflancy or regret the. moft bitter accidents that can be- 
John xii. fall US ; that we muft (to ufe the holy ftyle) hate our own 
Lukcix.a3.y^"^^^ cfewy our/elves, and take up our crofs, quit hotifes and 
xiv. 26* 33. /a^d^^ defert kindred and friends; kicoraffv^tr^ui 'xSuri toij 
34. V. 29. «awTtf (iTt&px^wri\to reuounce, or bid farewell to, all that he 
G^l* *"*«*4 f^^if^i or owneth, cut off our right hands, and pluck out our 
vi. 14. right eyes; circumcife our hearts, mortify our members; 
PhiTVii. 7^ ^"^j/y °^^ fl^fh ^^^A i^^ affeSiions and liifts; he crucified 
8. Jo, the world; to account all worldly things damage, drofs, 

and dung, in comparifon to fpiritual goods : that we muft 
fo far remit and reftrain our felf-love, as to love .all men, 
uQt excluding our greateft enemies, as ourfelves; fo as 
not only to part freely with our particular accommoda- 
tions, but upon occafion, in imitation of our Saviour, to 
lay down our lives for them ; fo as not only to comport 
with their infirmities, but to requite their extremeft inju- 
ries with good- will and good turns ; fo as to do good to 
Matt. V. all men, to return no evil to any; to llefs them that curfe 
^** us, to do good to them that hate us, to pray for them which 

defpitefully ufe uSy and perfecute us* 
John vi. 60. Thefe and fuch like diftates of the Spirit are hard and 
harfli fayings, abfurd to our natural conceit, and abomi- 
nable to our carnal humour; we cannot readily fwallow 
them, we cannot eafily digeft them; in refpeft to them we 
Col, i. 21. as mere men are sx^go) tJ havoia, enemies in our mind, xx 
reafon ; our difcourfe prefently doth contradict and qppofe 
them ; our reafon is ftiut up, and barred with various ap- 
petites, humours, and paflions^againft fuch truths; nor 
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oan we. admit tbem into our heiuts^ except God by his S£R]\f, 
Spirit do fet open our mind, and work a free paflage for ^XXVII. 
them into ud; it is he who commanded the light to Jhvne Lm*%\y%n 
out of darknefs^ who muft, as St. Paul fpeaketh, iHufi^ate'^^^^'''^ . 
our, hearts U/ith the knowledge of thefe things : an un£iion 45. 
from t/ie holy One^ clearing our eyes, foftening our hearts, aS'xvi! 
healing our diftempered faculties, muft, as St. John in- 14 
fonneth vis, teach and perfuade us this fort of truths : a^y^ """ 
hearty £aith ^i thefe feemingly incredible pfopofitions muft 
indeed be, as St. Paul calleth it, the gift of God, proceed- Eph. ii. 9. 
ing from that Spirit of faith, whereof the fame Apoftle^^-^*;^.^*^ 
fpeaketh ; iuch faith is not, as St. Bafil fdth, engendered itnZfia rnt 
ky geometrical neceffities, hut by the effe&iml operations of^'cor. ir. 
the Holy Ghoji ^ : Flejh and llood will not reveal unto us, i3- 
nor can any man with clear confidenceyay, that Jefus (the j^* 
author, mafter, and exemplifier of thefe do^rines) is the ^ Co'« ^»- 
Lardy (the Meflias, the infallible Prophet, the univerfal 
Lawgiver, the Son of the living God,) but by the Holy 
Gho/l: Every fpir it, which fincerely confeffeth him to ieiJohniv.a. 
the Chrift, who hath enjoined thefe precepts, we may with 
, St. John fafely conclude to be of God} for of ourfelyes we 
are notfhfficient^ as the Apoftle faith, Xoy/^6<rW tj, to rea^ 2 cor.iii. 5. 
fon out, or coUeft, any of thefe things ; we never of our 
own accord, without divine attradion,- (hould come unto Johnvl 44. 
Chrift, that is,{hould eflEe£tually confent unto and embrace 
his inftitution, confifting of fuch unplaufible propofitiotis 
and precepts : hardly would his own Difciples, who had 
fo long enjoyed the light of his inftru£tion and converfa- 
tion, have admitted it, if he had not granted to them that 
Spirit of truth, whofe work it was l^ysiv, to lead them in John xvi. 
this unknown and uncouth way, uvayy^PJ^iv, to tell themj^^ 
again and ag^, that is, to inftil and inculcate thefe crab-^ lo, 
bed truths upon them, uffojxifivijo'xgfv, to admoniih, excite, 
and urge them to the marking and minding them; hardly, 
I fay, without the guidance of the Spirit, would our 
Xiord's Difciples have admitted divers evangelical truths, 
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SERM. 38 our Lord himfelf told them} J hwe, faid ht^ mMgi 
^^^^' things befide to fag to yon, Imt ye eannot as yet bear them : 
John xvi. but when he, the Spirit tf truth, ftnll eome, he Jhail eon-- 
"' "• duB you into all truth. 

As for the mighty ikge» oi the worlds the learned 
I'Cor. u 30, fcTibes> the fubtle dXpia/^nf the deep politicians, the wife 
^' men according to the jUJk, the men oi moft refined jn^- 

menty and improved reafon in the world's eye, they wer& 
more ready to deride^ than to regard, to imptign, than to 
admit thefe do&rines '^ to the Greeks who fiugki wifdem, 
the preaching of them did Ceemfoolijhnefi. 

It is true, fome few fparks or flafiies of this divine know«^ 

ledge may poffibly be driven Out by rational confidera- 

tion; philofophy may yield fottie tmlight glimmerings^ 

thereof; coneunon reafon may di£bte a faint confent unto, 

may produce a cdd tendency after fome of thefe things ; 

but a clear perception, and a refolute perfuafion of mind, 

thetjull qffiiiranciB offaith^, and inftexibte confej/ton of 

_ hope\ which the' Apoftle to the Hebrews Ipeaketh of; 

that all riches of the full ajfurance of under/landings that 

abundant knowledge of the divine will in allfpiritual wif- 

dom and under/ianding ^, with which St* Paul did pray 

p>l.i. 9. that his Coloflians might ^e repUniJhed; thefe fo perfeft 

^uftrations of the nrind, fo powerful convi6fions of the 

heart, do argue immediate influences from the fountain of 

Mfe and wifdom, the divine Spirit. No external inftrudion 

eould infufe, no interior difcourfe could excite them, could 

penetrate thbfe opacities of ignorance, and difiipate thofe 

thick mifts of prejudice, wherein nature and cuftom do in* 

volve us 5 could fo thoroughly awaken the lethargic ftu- 

pidity of our fouls ; could fupple the refraftbry ftjffhefs of 

our wills, could mollBy the ftony hardnefe of our hearts, 

could void our natural averfation to fuch things, and queB 

Rom. vUi. that fpoviifAU T^^ o-otfKo$,thdt camal ^mrf, the which^^t. Paul 

^' &ith, is enmity againfl God, for it is notfubjeB to the law 

3 Cor. X. 4, tf ^^y neither indeed can be; could deprefs xhok^i^piirAy 

k nXvi^ifiek v^s vitutf. Heb. X. 22. 
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thofe lofty towers of felf-conceit, reared agawji theknow^ SERM, 
ledge of Godj and demolijh thofe ^p»/x«Ta, thofe b«l- LXXVII. 
warics of felf-will and perverfe ftomach oppofedagainft 
the imprefSons of divine truth 5 and captivate itSv yAjjxa, 
every conceit and device of ours to the oledience of Ckri/l 
and his difcipline. Well therefore did St. Paul pray in 
behalf of his Cphefians^ that God would leftow on them Eph. u i7> 
thatjphit ofwijfdom and revelation in the acknowledgment ^?J ^mftms. 
of him, and that the eyes of their mind (or reafon) might 
le enlightened, fo as to know the hope of their calling; that 
is, to underftand and believe the do6lnhes of Chriftianltjr, . 
iKrhicfa upon conation of obedience did promife felicity to 
tneni. 

So is thie light of fpiritual knowledge, together with a 
temper of mind, difpofing to receive it, communicated to 
lis ; but farther alfo by the fame divine power and fpirit 
are our vital heat arid vigour, our iaAive ftrength and cou- 
rage imparted. For as mere men, we are not only blind 
to difcem, dull to conceive, backward to undertake the 
neceflary duties of virtue and piety j but we are alfo dead, 
heartlefs, and unwieldy, lame and impotent, incfifpofed 
and uncapable to perform them : though we fliould com- 
petently apprehend our duty, and our fpirit thence fhouM 
be willing; yet our flefk, or natural power, is weak: we Matt, xxvr, 
inay, as St. Paul inftrufteth us, in our judgment confent JJ,'^^ ^ik 
that the Law is holy, juft, and good; and confequently to i2> le. 
will may leprefent to us; that is, we may be defirous, and ,^)I[J^^/,^!! 
in fome meafure refolved to obey it; yea, we may have^^* 
forhe interior rational complacence therein; and yet notaa. 
have ability to aft according to thefe diftates and defires ; ^^,*f^^ 
for to will is prefent with. me, (faith he in the perfon of dirk r«» u»» 
man endued only with natural ftrength, abftrafting from Rom!^?. 
the fabfidiary virtue and operation of the divine Spirit,) i?- 
lut to perform that which is good, I find not ; I perceive y^^irS** fl 
not any means or way of effe6king it : knowledge ^ere- "f^**' *^ 
. fore, and willingnefs to do good, doth not fuffice; we need 
a prevalent force to ftir and raife this unwieldy bulk, to 
bverpoife our natural propenfions, to fubdue the reluftan- 
cies, and check the importunities of fenfe^ to eorreft bad 
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$ERM. nature, and reclaim from bad cuftom: the natural m^hl 
LXXVII. and policy of our fingle reafon^ being very feeble and 
(hallow, is not fitly matched to encounter that potent 
confederacy of enemies, which continiially with open vio- 
lence doth invade and aflail us 5 or which by clandeftine 
wiles doth watch to circumvent and fupplant us. Is it 
eafy for us not to dread the frowns, nor to be charmed 
by the flatteries ; to flight both the hatred and favour 5 to 
abide the perfecutions, and to avoid the allurements of 
this world; this wicked, violent, deceitful world, which 
is ever ready to deter from good, and entice us to evil ? 
1 Pet.ii. 11. Is it eafy to reftrain and reprefs ihoitjlejhly hi/ts, which, 
Jam. IV. 1. ^g g^^ Peter faith, do war againfi our fouls , combating 
them with their own forces, ufing their own faculties and 
members as weapons againft them? Is it eafy to refcue 
Rom. vii. ourfelves from that other law in our members, thai war^ 
^^' reth againft the law of our underjianding, and captivateth 

us to the law of fin ? Is it a fmall matter to fet upon, to 
grapple with, to knock down that gigantic Philiftine, in- 
ordinate felf-love, (the root of injuftice, pride, envy, ma- 
lice, ambition, and avarice within us,) which naturally is 
fo tall and fl:out ; which, if not checked in its progrefs, 
will daily grow in ftature and ftrength? Is it a flight 
bufinefs to deteft, to counterplot, to decline or defeat 
Eph.yi.vi.thofe fM^chixi, thofe devices, oxfubtile trains, and fleights 
xn. of the tempter ; to wrefile with principalities, with powers, 

Eph.vi. la.j^^-^^ /Ae rulers of this darkfome world, with thejpiritu- 
alities of wickednefs furrounding us ? May we not reafon- 
ably in comparifdn to thefe mighty Anakim be (as the 
Num. xiii. children of Ifrael anciently were) in our ownfght as grqf- 
hoppers, quite defpairing by our own ftrength to van(}uifli, 
to refift them ? 

In our fpiritual confli£t with fuch dangerous and dread- 
ful adveriaries, we do need an hmyo^yict toD wifeiiMLtoiy as 
Phil. i. 19. St. Paul fpeaketh, .that is, a large fupply of the Spirit, a 
collation of auxiliary forces, an habitual fupport derived 
from that invincible and infallible Spirit, which only if 
ftronger and wifer than they ; we need to be armed with 
49. * ***^' that Suvajxij ig t^owj, that power from on high, or heavenly 
(iik.lix.19.) 
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tnight^ whereby the Apoftles were enabled to fight their SERM. 
noble battles, and to achieve their glorious conquefts, ^ *^ 

fubduing the rebellious world, and baffling the powers of 
darknefs; we need ^wafjLm xgaraieodiivai, /o bejirengthened^p^'}^i-'i^' 
with might by ChrifVs Spirit in the inward man, as St. 
Paul exprefleth it ; whereby, as he, we may xiwa Icrxwev, 
be able to do all things y or to accompliih the moft difficult Phil, iv.13. 
parts of our duty 5 without which we can do nothings that John xv. 5. 
is, cannot difcharge the moft eafy things required of us ; 
all ourfuffictency is of God ; it is he, who out of his good- 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
nefs doth effe& in us both to will and^to perform; his Spirit j^ ^,|;]»» * 
taking part with our infirmities j and thereby giving us ad- ^j^»^*^f^ 
vantage over all oppofition and difficulty. The chief rea- A^^mUtg 
fon why we do not fin^ or perfift in a courfe of difobedi- J^^J[^jjj 
ence to the laws of God, is, as St. John telleth us, becaufe^e. 
the divine feed abideth in us, that root of divine life, and g/**^° "^* 
vital activity implanted in us by the Holy Spirit ; that » Pet- »• 23. 
divine nature, (as St, Peter ftyleth it,) that principle and 0,;^ ^J^,^,' 
fpring of fpiritual motion by him inferted in us; from ^*s .^^*"* 
which only feed or nature do fprout all heavenly graces tcntior'uti- 
and virtues". ^^^-tura. 

The principal and original virtue, charity, {the root, 
tliefountaini the mother of all goodnefs, as St. Chryfoftom 
calleth its) ®ven that is fhed abroad in our hearts by the Viom^ir. 5. 
Holy Spirit given unto us, as St. Paul teUeth us; and the 
fruit, Ikith he, of the Spirit is in all goodnefs, righteouf- gph. v. 9. 
nefs and truth ; and, love^ peace, hngfuffering, benignity, Gal. v. 22. 
goodnefSy faith, meeknefs, temperance, are by the fame di- 
vine Apoftle reckoned ftreams from the fame fource, fruits 
of the fame rich and goodly ftock : to it generally are at- 
tributed all purification of our hearts, mortification of our 
lufts, fanflification of our lives, and confequently falvation 
of our fouls : Ye, faith St. Paul, are wafhed, ye arefan&i^ 1 Cor. vi. 
fied, ye arejujiified in the name of the Lord Jefus, and by^^' 
the Spirit of our God; and, God hath chofen us from M^aTheff. ii, 
legvnning to falvation by fanSiification of the Spirit, and^^' 
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SERM. belwf of the truth; and. Havings Ikith Stv Peter, purified 

LXXVII. omfotds in obedience to the truths ly the Spirii, utito cha* 

1 Pet. i. 22. ^'^'Jf unfeigned; and, ij^ faith St, Paul again, by the Spirit 

iu>m.viiu yg martify the deeds of tlie ftejk^ ye Jhcdi live; thus doth 

our fpiritual being and ftate, together with our life and 

aiftive powers, depend upon the Holy Spirits and not only 

lb; but, 

3. The continued fubfidetlce and preferration, die adual 

ufe and exercife of them, all our dlfcreet coridu6b> all our 

good prance do rely upon him: it is true of our ^ritua]> 

PtciT. 29. no lefs than.X)f our natural life. If he doth avert his face, 

we are troubled; if he dothfubtraSi his influence^ we die, 

and return unto our dvft : upon all occafions we do need 

Jer. X. 33. lus direi^on, aid, and comfort ; for the way of man, a» 

the Prophet laith, is not m hin^etf; it is not in man that 

K. zzxvii. walketk to direSt hisjkps : It is the Lord, as the Pfidmift 

^^* faith,, that ordereth thejkps of a good man, and npholdeth 

him with his hand. We have aU need to pray with that 

pikl. cxliii. good man; Caufe me to know the way wherein IfhorM 

®» *^* te/fftt / teach me to do thy will) for thou art my Ood; thy 

Spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprightnefs* 

We are vain and uncertain in our opinions^.ficlde and 
irrefolute in our purpofes, flow and heavy in our proceed- 
ings ; apt to &int and falt^, to ftumble and flip in all 
our praftice 5 we do need therefore this fure oracle to 
confult in our doubts and darknefles ; this &ithful Mend 
to dire£l and advife us in our affairs ; this conftant tao^ 
nitor to roufe and quicken us in our undertakings ; dii^ 
powerful guardian to fupport and eflablifli us in our ways: 
it is, in refped; to good men, this flieady hand that holdeth 
the helm, and gently fieereth their courfe through the 
blind tracks of religious pra£tice; withdrawing thesn 
from thofe dangerous flielves of error and teraptati<»3, 
upon which they are apt to fplit ; it is this heavenly gB% 
that fiUeth theit Ikils with conftant refolution> and ftJrIy 
drivetb them forward in their voyage toward etei:nd bJifs. 
He foftly doth whifper and infinuate good thoughts ^lto 
tis; doth kindle pious defires, dotffcherifli virtuous inten- 
tions, doth promote hpAeft endoayoursi bo fisafonably 
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checketh and reftraineth us from fin: he feithfully re- SERM. 

T VY\7TT 

proveth and upbrddeth us for committing it; he raifeth ■^•^''^^^*' 
wholefome remorfe, ihame, and difpleafure for our un- 
wortbinefs and folly ; he fweetly warmeth our cold affec- 
tions^ inflaming our hearts with devotion toward God; 
he qualifieth us, and encourageth us to approach the 
throne of grace, breeding in us faith and humble confi- 
dence, prompting us fit matter of requeft, becoming bur 
advocate and interceffor for the good, fuccefs of our 
•prayers; through Chrift Jefus, faith St. Paul, we have ac- Eph. ii. is. 
cefs by one Spirit unto the Father ; and, the Spirit helpeth Rom. viii. 
Cfur iTffirmities ; for we know not what wejhould ajkfor as 
we ought 'f but the Spirit itf elf inter cedeth for us. 

He guardeth us, he ftandeth by us, he fuftaineth us in 
all trials and temptations, affording grace fiijficient to a Cor. xH.g. 
efcape or to endure them; notfuffering us to be tempted iCou^.iq* 
chove what we are able. 

He fupporteth and Comforteth us in our affli£lions and 
diftreffes of all kinds, of our inward and outward eftate : 
this David knew when in^ his penitential agonies he 
prayed, Cqft me not away from thy prefence, and take not Pfal. li. 1 1> 
tky Holy Spirit from me ; reflore unto me the joy of thy 
fcHvationj and uphold me with thy free Spirit: this thofe 
firft Chrifiians felt, who, under perfecutions and all out- 
ward difcouragements, were ytt filled with joy y and didh&sjWu 
walk in the comfort of the Holy Ghojl; whence that tefti- &;.'** ^*' 
mony of St Paul concerning the Theflalonians ; Ye ifereiThcff.i.e. 
followers of me, and of the Lordy receiving the word in 
much qffli&iony with joy of the Holy Ghq/l : by it the 
bleiled Saints, Martyrs, and Confeffors being infpired, did 
not only with admirable patience, but incredible alacrity, 
undergo the extremeft loffes, ignominies, and tortures, 
which the fpite of hell and rage of the world could inflift 
on them. 

It is, in fine^ this Holy Spirit which is the fole author 
and fpring of all true delights of all real content within 
us; of that unjpeakable joy in believing, that gaiety of i Vet. us, 
hope, that fatisfa£tion in well doing : the partaking of his ^^' *^' 
fociety^ influence^ and confolation, is indeed the moft de- Heb. Hi. 6. 

TOL. III. K k 
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SERM. licioiis rc^paft and richeft cordial of our foul; tbe neareft 
LXXVII. tefefmblance, the fweeteft foretafte of Paradife. 
""""""""*" So many, fo great; yea far more, far greater than, 
fliould the time give me leave, I could enumerate or et- 
prefs, are the benefits accruing to us from this moft ex- 
celleht gift of Grod, by him graciouily conferred upon all 
good Chriftians; for which we fhould correfpondently 
endeavour with all our hearts to praife and thank hkn ; 
in all our lives to make grateful and worthy returns for 
it; efpecially by well ufing it to the greateft purpofea, fof 
which it was beftowed, of enabling us to ferve Odd, of 
preferving us from fin, of condu£Ung us to eternal ial- 
vation. 

Let us earneftly invite this holy gueft unto ua^ hf our 

Luke xi. 13. prayers unto him, who hath prouiifed to beftow his Spirit 

ar^as'sd "P^^ ^ok which aflc it, to impart thik living Jhream to 

every one, which thirjieth after it ;. let us willingly receive 

faim into our hearts, let us treat hini with all kind ofiige, 

with all humble obfervance. Let us not exclude him by 

A6UvU. si.fupine negle^, or rude refifihrne; let us not grieve lum by 

^j^[ji^^^*our perverfe and froward behaviour toward hina; let us 

i<>- not tempt him by our fond prefumptibns, ot bafe trea- 

iTheflf.^F. cheries; let us not quench his heaVenly light and btot 

19. by our foul luAs and pafiSons : but let us admit gladly his 

gentle illapfes; let u3 hearken to his faithful fuggeftions; 

let us comply with his kindly motions ; let us demean 

ourfelves modeftly, Confiftently^ and officioufiy toward 

him : that we may To do, God of hi^ infinite mercy gMiit 

unto us, through Jeftis Chrift our Lord; to whom, with the 

fame Holy Spirit^ for ever be all glory and praife« Aiiieii. 

Gody the Jirength of all them that put their itnfi W 

thee^ mercifully accept our prayers i and becaufk, thresh 

the weakmfs of our mortal nature, we cah d§ nd gotui tUng 

without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, that in kttp* 

ing of thy t^onimandniehts we may pleq/e thee It^h in Will 

and deed^ through Jefus Cbrifi 6W Lord. Aiueti. 
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Col. Hi. 9. 



I^et your affe&ions on things above. <^pnur% r« 

if MS 

POR underftanding this apoftolical precept, two partl*- 
culars mud be confidered; firft the^ad, fpovsiy, (whidi is 
rendered to fet our affedions ;) then the objed, rA iv», 
things above : thePe we briefly ihall explain. 

The word fpov$iv doth primarily, and alfo aecovding to 
common ufe, denote an advertency, or intent applieadoa 
of the mind upon any objed: of the mind, that is, of a 
man's foul, efpecially of its rational part ; fo as to include 
the powers of underAanding, will, af!e£kion, adivity; 
whence it may imply direftion of our underftanding to 
know; of our will to choofe and embrace; of our affec*- 
tion to love, dcfire, relifli ; of our aftivity to purfue any 
good (real or apparent) which is propofed : according to 

K k a 
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which moft comprehenfive fenfe (fuiting the nature ef 
the thing) I do take the word^ fuppofing that St. Paul 
doth enjoin us to employ all our mental faculties in ftudy, 
choice, pailion, endeavour upon fupernal things. 

•The ri afva (things above) may be fo taken, as to im- 
port all things relating to our fpiritual life here, or our 
future ftate hereafter ; the which do either adually fub- 
fift above in heaven, or have a final reference thither : fo 
they may comprife, i.The fubftantial beings, to whom 
we ftand related, owe refpeft, perform duty. a. The 
ftate and condition of our fpiritual life here, or hereafter, 
as we are fervants and fubjefts of God, citizens of hea- 
ven, candidates of immortal happinefs. 3. Rules to be 
obferved, qualities to be acquired, a£tions to be perform- 
ed, means to be ufed by us in regard to the fuperior 
place and ftate. 

Of thefe things the incomparably principal and fu- 
preme, the to tnre^ivm, is the ever moft glorious and bleff- 
ed Trinity ; to the minding of which this day is peculi- 
arly dedicated, and the which indeed i» always the moft 
excellent, moft beneficial, moft comfortable objeA of our 
contemplation and afie£tion; wherefore upon it I ftiall 
now immediately fix my difcourfe. 

The facred Trinity may be confidered, either as it is in 
kfelf wrapt up in unexplicable folds of myftery ; or as it 
hath difcovered itfelf operating in wonderful methods of 
grace towards us. 

As it is in itfelf, it Is an objed: too bright and dazzling 
for our weak eye to faften upon, an abyfs too deep for 
our ftiort reafon to fathom : I can only fay, that we are 
fo bound to mind it, as to exercife our faith, and expreft 
our huQiility, in willingly believing, in fubmiflively ador- 
ing thofe high myfteries which are revealed in the holy 
coracles concerning it, by that Spirit itfelf, which Jearcketh 
the depths of God, and by that only Son of God^ who re- 
ading in his Father's bofom, hath thence brought them 
'£»uwf 2S«. forth, and expounded them to us^ fo far as was fit for our 
JohnT 18. capacity and ufe : apd the le£tures fo read by the eternal 
wifdom of God, the propofitions uttered by the mouth of 
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truth itfelf we are obliged with a docile ear, and a cre- 
dulous heart, to entertain. 

That there is one Divine Nature or Eflenoe, common 
unto three Perfons incomprehenfibly united, and ineffably 
dillinguiihed ; united in eflential attributes, diftinguifhed 
by peculiar idioms and relations ; all equally infinite in 
every divine perfe£^ion, each different from other in order 
and manner of fubfiftence; that there is a mutual inex-Johnx-ss. 
iffence of one in all, and all in one; a communication xyik 31. 
without any deprivation or diminution in the communi'- 
cant; an eternal generation, and an eternal proceffion, 
without precedence or fucceffion, without proper cauial- 
ity or dependence; a Father imparting his own, and 
the Son receiving his Father's life, and a Spirit ifliiing 
from both, without any divifion or multiplication of ef- 
fence : thefe are notions which may well puzzle our rea- 
fon in conceiving how they agree, but ihould not ftagger 
our faith in affenting that they are true ; upon which we 
ihould meditate, not with hope to comprehend, but with 
difpofition to admire, veiling our faces jn the prefence, 
and proftrating our reafon at the feet of wifdom fo far 
tranfcending us. 

There be thofe, who, becaufe they cannot untie, dare 
to cut in funder thefe facred knots ; who, becaufe they 
cannot fully conceive it, dare flatly to deny them ; who, 
inftead of confeffing their own infirmity, do charge the 
plain doctrines and aflertions of holy Scripture with im- 
poffibility. Others feem to think they can demonftrate 
thefe myfieries by arguments grounded upon principles 
of natural light; and exprefe it by fimilitudes derived 
from common experience. To reprefs the prefumption 
of the former, and to reftrain the curiofity of the latter, 
the following confiderations (improved by your thoughts) 
niay perhaps fomewhat conduce. 

I. We may^onfider, that our reafon is no competent 
or capable judge concerning propofitions of this nature ; 
^ Our breqft, as Minutius fpeaketh, is a narrow veffel, that 

^ Nobis ad inCeUeAum pcAos aaguftum eft, &c. JB«. Felhc. 

Kk3 
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tvill not hold much underjiandif^ ^ it is not fufficient, nor 
was ever deffgned to found fuch d^ths, to defcry the ra- 
dical principles of all being, to reach the Extreme poffibi- 
flties of things. Such an intelleftual capacity is vouch- 
tfafed to us 'as doth fuit to our degree^ (the loweft ran^k of 
^telligent ^creatures,) as becometh our flation in this in- 
ferior part of the •v^xjrld, as nnay qualify us to dtfcbarge 
the petty bufineffes cdmmitted to our manageaient, and 
the facile duties incumbent on us: but to know whtft 
Ood is*>, how he fubfifteth, what he can, what he fbotild 
do, by ourinatural perfpicacity, or by any means we can 
ixfe, farther than he pleafeth to reveal, d0th not fuit to 
*the nieanne&'of our condition, or the narrownefs of ptfr 
capacity; thefe really are the mofl: elevated fublimitids^ 
dnd the abftrtifeft fubtilties that are, or can be, in the na- 
ture of things : be that can penetrate there*, may ere& 
bis tribunal any *v^#here in the world, and pretend jufttgr 
that nothing in heaven or earth is exempted from liis 
judgment. But in truth, how unfit our reafon is foelEr 
ercife fuch univ^^rfal jurifdiftion, we may difcern by cento- 
paring it 'to our'fenfe ; it is obvious that many beads do 
(by advantage of a finer fenfe) fee, hear, fmell things ^im- 
ipefcepfible to us : and were it not very unreatfonabte to 
cqhclude that fuch things do not exid, or are in «them- 
felves altogether infenfible, becaufe they do )not at all 
-appear to us ? Is it not evident, that we ought t to impoiOe 
their imperceptibility,(refpe6l:ing us) to the defefl: of dur 
fenfe^ toits dulnefs and gro0hefs, in regard to the fitbtiltg^ 
of thofe objefiks ? Even fo may propofitions in themfelv^9, 
<and in regard to the capacity of 'higher underftandiogs 
(for 'th^re are gradual diHerences in underftanding, as 
well' as in fenfe) be true arid very intelligible, whidh to 
''our inferior reafon feem unintelligible, or repugnant to 
the prenotions with which our foul is imbued ; and our 
not difbernitig thofe truths, may argue the blindnefs «nd 
wesdcnefs of our uniderAanding, not any fault dr iacon- 



b Tw fay Sv ^wspi*, »eti ftarl^a rwi% rod ^tcvr^f tifttv ti ilfy»v, Mtu iv^iyrm tis 
irt6VTtif'fi^^'r***Myuu FlatvsnTim, 
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fiAepcy in tbe things themfelves ; nor (hould it caufe us 
anywife tp dtftruft them^ if they come recomraended to 
our belief by conjpetent authority. 

To fuch purpofes indeed the holy Scripture frequently 
doth viiify our reafon and knowledge : Every many faith J^r. x. i4. 
Jeremiah^ is brutijh in knowledge. The Lord, faith thepfal. ciU. 
Pfahiiift, tnoweih the thoughts of men, {of wife men, as St. ^^^^ j.j 
Paul quoteth it,) that they are vanity. Fain man, faith 20. 
he in Job, would be wife, though man be bom like a wildjoh zi. la. 
qfi^s colt ; that is, however we affed: to feem wife, yet to 
he dull as an afs, to be wild as a colt, is natural to us. 
My thoughts, faith God in the Prophet, are not your^^^^^-h^- 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways : for as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, fo are my ways than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. God's wifdom is as 
the heavens, the higheft and top of all wifdom; man's as 
the earth, beneath which there is no degree, but that of 
hel) and darknefs: we therefore in this refpe£t are unfit to 
determine concerning things fo exceedingly fublime and 
fubtile. 

Z. We may confider, that not only the imperfeAion of 
oar reafon itfelf, but the manner of ufing it, doth incapa- 
citate us to judge about thefe matters. Had we compe- 
tent (kill to fail in this deep ocean, yet we do want a gale 
to drive us, and a compafs to fleer our courfe by therein ; 
Ki^ have not any firm grounds to build our judgment on, 
or certain rules to fquare it by. We cannot eflfeftually 
difcourfe or determine upon any fubjetft, without having 
principles homogeneous and pertinent thereto (that are 
h Tjj oJtJ uvyyevilei, cognate and congruous to the fubjeft- Annal. i. 7- 
matter, as the Philofppher fpeaketh) upon which to found 
our argumentation. Now all the principles we can have 
are either originally innate to our minds, or afterward 
immediately infufed by God, or by external inftruftion 
from him difclofed to us ; or acquired by our experience, 
and obfervation of things incurring our fenfe ; or framed 
by our reafon, comparing thofe means ; of which the 
three former forts are mod arbitrarily communicated, and 
both for number and kind depend upon the free pleafure 

K k4 ^ 
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*a.t Uiertf of him^ who diftributeth them according to a meajwre 
t^^!r^* fuitable to each man's occafions, eftimated by himfelf. 
Rom.zu.a.How many thofe are, and how far they may qualify us 
to judge or difcourfe about thrfe tranfcendent matters, is 
hard to define; but moft certainly they never can clafli 
with one another ; no light in any manner imparted by 
God can obfcure the dofitrine declared by him, no doc- 
trine can thwart principles inftilled by him. The latter 
forts appertain only to material and fenfible obje£U; 
which therefore can only enable us to deduce, or to ex- 
amine conclufions relating to them ; and being applied to 
things of another kind, are abufed, fo as to become apt 
to produce great miftakes : as for infiance, moft ancient 
philofophers obferving, that the changes and viciffitudes 
in nature were generally by the fame matters under- 
going feveral alterations, or putting on different fhapes ; 
and that bodies once being in reft, did ufually confift in 
that ftate, until by impulfe of other bodies they were put 
into motion, did tlience frame fuch axioms, or principles 
of difcourfe. Ex nihilo nihil Jit ; and Quicquid movetur, ab 
alio movetur : which propofitions fuppofing them true in 
relation to the prefent conditions and powers of fenfible 
things, yet were it unlawful to ftretch them unto beings 
of another kind and nature, (to beings immaterial and in- 
fenfible,) or to infer thence generally, that in the utmoft 
poflibility of things there is not any creative, or any felf- 
motive power : even as from the like premifes it would 
be vain to conclude, that there be no other beings fub- 
fiftent befide thofe which ftrike our fenfes, or difcover 
themfelves by fenfible effeds. ^ jn like manner, it can- 
not be reafonable out of principles drawn from ordinary 
experience, about thefe moft low and imperfe& things, 
to colle£t, that there can be no other kind of unions, of 
diftinftions, of generations, of proceffions, than fuch as 

« Id quod Deu8 eft* fecunduni id quod eft ne6 humano fennone edici, 
nee humanis auribus percipi, nee humanis fen(ibus coUig^i poteft. Novat. di 
Tr'tn, cap. 7* 

'ilwfut^tcfuf ykff •»$ liftif iffxrh, l» tUv h/urifw rit rv Owv. Naz. Or, 
ay, de Sp, S, 
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our own groft fenfe doth reprefent to us : reafon itfelf 
more f6rcibly doth oblige us to think that to fublimer 
beings there do pertain modes of exiftence and a£tion, 
unions and diflindionsy influences and emanations of a 
more high and perfeA kind^ fuch as our coarfe apprehen- 
fion cannot adequate, nor our rude language exprefs; 
which we, perhaps, have no faculty fubtile enough to 
conceive diftinf^ly, nor can attain any congruous princi- 
ples, from which to difcourfe folidly about them <*. To 
judge of thefe things, if we will not, againft the Philofo- 
pher*s rule, fjLSTaSaivttv tl; olxxo yivo^yjhift kindSf or ufe im- 
proper and impertinent arguments, we muft compare Jpiri^ 
iual things with fpirittial^, fo as to draw concluiions 
about fpirituals only irom principles revealed by God's 
Spirit, the fole mailer of fpiritual fcience ; fo alfo as to 
exprefs them not Iv h^otxrols av^punrlwis <rofloi$ Xoyoi;, in ^ 
terms devifed by human wifdom^ but in fuch as the Holy 
Spirit hath fuggefied; for 4/yx»xo^ oyd^co^o;, a man en- 
dovired merely with common fenfe (or natural reafon) can- 
not lixjs<r^oLiyapprehendy or perceive thofe things of God, 
which only the Spirit of God doth know. To improve and 
prefs which confideration farther, 

3. We may confider the weaknefs and (hortnefs of our 
reafon, even about things mod familiar and eafy to us ; 
the little or nothing we by our utmoft diligence can attain 
to know, concerning their intrinfic eflences, their pro- 
perties, their caufes and manners of produftion. What 
do we more commonly hear, than earned complaints from 
the mod indudrious fearchers of natural knowledge con- 
cerning the great obfcurity of nature, the difficulty of 
finding truth, the blindnefs of our mind, and impotency 
of our reafon ? And ftiould they be filent, yet experience 
plainly would fpeak how difficult, if not impoffible, it is 
to arrive unto any clear and fure knowledge of thefe com- 

^ Cum quaeritur quid tres, magna inopia humanum laborat eloquium ; 
di6ium eft tamen tres perfQn8e> non ut illud diceretur^ fed ne taceretur. Aug, 
d* Trin, 5. g. , , 

. KvfuitiwfiM rmt itmrmv mu itvufAeiruM itVtv, Naz, Oraf, 45 • {nd Evagr,) 
^ Tln»/A»nxk XHViMTtKdtt ffvyz^vw, i Cor. ii. 13. 
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mou obje^ ; feeing the moft feduloue inquiries, uoder^ 
taj&en by tbe qboiceft wits for above two thoufand years, 
have fcarce perhaps exhibited one unqueftionable theorem 
ijci oatural philolbphy, one unexceptionable maxim of ethi- 
cal prudence or policy ; all things being (lill expofed to 
doubt and diipute, as they were of old, when firft admira- 
tion and curiofity did prompt men to hunt after the 
caufes of things : the moft however that, after all our 
K»«r5«^M care and toil, we can perceive, doth not exceed foroe faint 
uIkmI^J, colours, fome fuperficial figures, fome grofs eflfefts of 
Greg. Naz. things, while their radical properties and their immediate 
caufes remain enveloped and debarred from our fight in 
unaccefQble darknefs. Shall we then, who cannot pierce 
into the nature of a«pebble, that cannot apprehend how a 
mufliroom doth grow, that are baffled in our philofophy 
about a gnat, or a worm, debate and decide (beyond what 
* is taught us from above) concerning the precife manner of 
divine eflence, fubfiftence, or generation ? ^I do, faith St. 
Chryfaftom, eat meats; but how they are divided into 
phlegm, into Mood, into juice, into choler, I am ignorant ; 
thefe things, which every day we fee and tafte, we do not 
know; and are we curious about the effence of God f We 
Arift. Met. are (as Ariftotje himfelf, no dunce, no idiot, doth confefs) 
"' *• but owl-eyed, Tfog t« tJ tf6^s$ f atwpepT«tT« wanrmf, in regard 

. to things naturally moji evident, and palpable ; and can we 
be fuch Lynceus's, as to fee through the fartheft receflea 
Wif. iz. 13. of infinity ? Hardly, faith the Wifdom of Solomon, do we 
guefs alight of thirds upon the earth, and with labour do we 
find the things that are before us; but the things that are 
in heaven,. who hathfearched out P Yea, and the genuine 
Ecclef.vii. Solomon himfelf, Ifaid, I will be wife; but it was fwr 
a3, «4. jfQfff^ ^g. that which is far off, and exceeding deep, who 
can find it out ? What is more remote, what more pro- 
found, than God*s nature ? who then can find it out ? 
Sooner with our hands may we touch the extreme furface 
c^the fkies, fooner with our eyes may we pierce to the 
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theatre of the earth t ib it ig exprefely told to 110 in Job ; 
Can/l thm byfearchingfind out God f Canfi. thou Jmd otM Job zi. 7, 
ihe Almighty to perfedion f It is as high as heavim ; whtd ^* 
^ait/l ihou do f deeper than hell ; what canfi ihcu knonv,? 

4. It may be confidered, that we daily fee and obferve 
things, which, did xiot#ianifeft experience convince us of 
thdb: being, we (hould be apt to difhelieve their poffi- 
bility ; fewfe no fcfe than faith doth prefent us with ob- 
^e&s, to bare reafon improbable and unconoeivable ; fo 
(diat (bould we attend to the fcruples inje£ied tberieby, we 
(hould hardly take things for poffible, which we behold 
•exiflent; we ihould diftrud the greateft evidence of fenfe, 
and by our logic pnt out our eyes. Who would believe, 
■that, did he not every day fee it ; who can conceive how, 
although he feeth it, from a little dry, ill-favoured, in* 
fipid feed thrown into the earth, there fhortly would rife 
ifo goodly a plant, endued with fo exa£l figure, fo fiu- 
igrant fmell, fo delicate tafie, fo lively colour ; by what 
engines it attra£teth, by what difcretion it culleth out, by 
what hands it mouldeth its proper aliment; by what.arti- 
fioedt doth elaborate the fame fo curioufly, and inconpo- 
late it with itfelf ? What virtue could we imagine in na- 
ture able tO'digeft an earthy juice into the pellucid clear^ 
nefs of cryftal, into the invinpible firmnefs of a diamond'? 
Who would not be an Infidel, did not his .fight aflure him 
of>the miracles. achieved by that blind plaftic force, which 
iwithout eye or hand doth frame fuoh varieties of exquifite 
workmaiiihip, inimitable, and far furpaffing the .fkill of 
the greateft artift ? That a little flar, from fo*vaft.a difiance^ 
in a moment, fhould make impreflion on our eye^ re- 
pleniihing with its light >or image fo fpacious.a region .all 
•about it, were we blind we Ihould hardly believe, we 
fcarce could fancy: how, without knowing the organs of 
fpeech, or the manner of applying them, without any eare 
Oftpain employed by us, we fo conform. our voice, .as to 
exprefs what word, what accent we pleafe ; how we do 
this, ortb^t we can do it, as it will confound our thou^it 
to imagine, fo. it would ftagger our faith to belieive, did 

not our eonlcienee perfuade usithat we can and do ipeak. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



504 A Defence of the Bleffhd Trinity. 

It is upon occafion very commonly faid, I (hould never 
have believed it, had I not feen it ; and that men fpeak fo 
in earned, many fuch inftances declare. Now if we can 
give credit to our fenfe againft the fufirage or fcruple of 
our reafon in things not fo difcofted from our capacity 
of knowledge, fhaU we not mudi more yield our belief 
unto God's exprefs word in things fo infinitely diftant 
from it? If common experience can fubdue our judg- 
ments, and compel us to a belief of things incredible, ihaU 
our reafon demur at fubmitting to divine authority ? If 
the didate of our confcience doth convince us, fliall not 
1 John iii. we much more furrender to the teftimony of God, who is 
^^* greater than our confcience^ and knoweth all things P If we 

do believe, becaufe we feem to know by feeing ourfelves; 
we (hould rather believe, becaufe we furely know by 
hearing from God : for fenfe may deceive us, and often 
needeth correction from reafon ; God cannot deceive^ and 
reafon often is by him corre6ted : which leadeth me to a 
farther confideration, that, 

5. The propofitions clearly delivered unto us by God 
himfelf, are upon many accounts more unqueftionably true^ 
more credible than the experiments of any fenfe, or prin- 
ciples of any fcience : whence if there happen to arife any 
Teeming conteft between thefe, a precedence is due to the 
former, in derogation to the latter ; it is fit that we rather 
give our eyes and our ears, our fancies and our reafons the 
He, than anywife, by diffidence to his word, put an affront 
on God^ (for to difbelieve him is, as St. Johntelleth us, to 
I Johnv. give him the lie j) to (ucopov t5 ©fS, the folly of God (as St. 
J^^j J 2^ Paul fpeakethj that is, the points of fedth declared by 
God, which feem moft irrational and crofs to the decrees 
of human wifdom) is trofoirepov rm avbpwKmvj wifer than 
men; that is, more afluredly confonant to real truth, than 
our moft undoubted theorems of fcience, and moft current 
maxims of policy. God is the Father of all lights, both 
of that which immediately (hineth from heaven, and of 
that which glimmereth here below ; he is the fountain of 
all truth, whether natural or fupematural : but his light 
and his truth he conveyeth into us hy manners di&rent • 
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foDie light ftreameth dire£Uy from hiin> other cometh ob- 
liquely, being refrafted through divers mediums, or re- 
fle£);ed from feveral objedls upon us; the firft fort muft 
needs be more bright, and more pure, fhould be more 
powerful and efficacious upon our minds : the latter is 
often blended with material tindures, is weakened by the 
interruptions it meeteth with, lofeth of its purity and its 
force by the many conduits it pafTeth through, by the 
many fhades it mixeth with. Obfervations of fenfe do 
often prove fallacious; and their not ever doing fo, de- 
pendeth upon divers conditions, a right temper of the or- 
gan, a fit difpofition of the medium, a juft diftance of the 
obje£t ; fo that conclufions derived from them cannot be 
fo abfolutely certain, nor confequently the principles 
grounded on them. But divine revelation is not ob- 
noxious to fuch conditions : as the dodirines revealed are 
in themfelves fimply true, according to the higheft pitch 
of neceffity, becaufe fupreme wifdom doth conceive them, 
and truth itfelf doth vent them ; fo the manner of de- 
claring them muft be competent, becaufe God himfelf 
doth choofe and ufe it; there plainly needeth no more, 
than yielding an attentive ear, and ikill in the language 
whefein they are expreffed, to fecure us from error and 
uncertainty about them 3 fo that well might St. Auftin 
lay, that £» in other things otur conje&ure is exercifed; hut 
faith alone doth qffhre our mind. 

There have been thofe, you know, who have not only 
advanced doubts concerning propofitions attefted to by 
cleareft fenfe, and inferred by ftrongeft difcourfe ; but have 
by their argute cavillations bid fi^ir to fhake the founda- 
tions of all human fcience : but I never heard of any, who 
believed a God to be, that did conteft the infallible truth 
of his oracles : Socrates, we may be fure, (his excellent 
fcholar afluring us,) who was fo incredulous as to dif- 
clainpi all pretence to wifdom or fcience, being author of 
the famous laying. Hoc tantumfcio; yet greatly did rely 'aw^i-. ». 
upon divine fignifications, and teftimonies, fo deemed by 

s Ad csetera exercemur per fortafle ; at cum de rebus fidei agitur,' ibi eft 
certe fine forte. Aug, 
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bim^ Bftd fuch fla he eould come at; alleging, that he^ 
who followeth the condnd of his own reafon, inftead of 
God's direftion, chopfeth a blind and ignorant guide, be- 
fore one that bed feeth, and knoweth the way ; "ffe, faith 
the Hiftorian, dejpifed all human conceits in refpeSt of 
God*s advice. 
Pfal. xdv. He that fof*meth the eye, faith the Pfalmift, Jhall not 
^' *®' hejee ? He that planteth the ear^ Jhall not he hear f He 
ihttt teacheth man knowledge y Jhall not he knowP He that 
endued us with all our knowing faculties, and prefideth over 
us in the management of them, (hall not he fuperemi- 
nently know all that we can ? Muft not they in reafoa 
continue fubordinate to his direftion ? Should they not 
alWays difcern and judge under correftidn by him, with 
aA appeal and fubmiflion referved to his better judgment? 
I might adjoin, that the objeft and the end (as well as 
the author and the manner) of divine revelation doth argue 
it to furpafs all reafon, and all fenfe, in certainty and cre- 
dibility ; for fenfe and reafon converfe wholly, or chiefly, 
about obje6is material and mutable ; revelation about im- 
material and immutable things : they dire£k us in affairs 
concerning this tranfitory life ; this leadeth us toward 
eternal felicity. To. miftake about thofe objefts, to mif- 
cirry in thofe affairs, is in itfelf of little, in comparifon of 
no idiportance s but to judge rightly about thefe things, 
to tread fafely in thefe paths, is of infinitely vaft concern- 
ment ; a fmaller competency therefore of light and cer- 
tainty tnight well fuffice to the purpofes of reafon ited 
fenfe 5 but to faith the greateft degree of affurance is wor- 
thily due, and feemeth requifite. But farther, 

6. Not only the confideration of this rayftery, but of 
all the divine attributes, will in like manner extort from 
John ill. 9. 0^^ feeble reafon the queftion of Nicodemus, How can 
tkefe things beP They will all of them equally puzzle our 
Ihallow imagination, and baffle our (lender underftandtng : 
fi)r who can imagiTie, or underftand, how God's immcn- 
fity dodi confift with his perfeft Simplicity ; or that with- 
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out any parts he doth coexift to all poffible extenfion 
of matter; being all here, and wholly there, and im- 
menfely every where ? Who can apprehend his indivifible 
eternity, or how all fucceffions of time are ever prefent to 
him, and fubjeft to his view ; fo that he is not older now 
than he was when th6 World began, nor younger than he 
Irill be after innumerable ages are paft; fo that he fore- 
Ibeth the moft contingent events, depending upon caufes 
In their nature arbitrary and indeterminate ? Who can 
fancy, how out of mere nothing, or out of extreme con- 
fufion and indifpofednefs, the world could be created, and 
framed into fo goodly order, by a mere aft of will, or by 
the bare fpeaking of a word ? How without any diftrdc- 
tion of thought he governeth affairs, attending to the infi- 
fAit varieties of thoughts, words, and aftions occurring 
here; and itd curans umveifos tanquam fngutos, itafn- 
gulos tanquam folos, as St. Auftin fpeaketh ? How he U Confcflf. iii. 
ttuly fald to refolve and to reverfe, to love and hate, to be "' 
pleafed and grieved, all without any real change, orfliadow 
&f alteration? How he fuffereth many things to happen, 
which ^Ktr^mely dif^leafe him, dnd which he can eafily 
binder; and doth not effefil many things, which are much 
de(ired by him, and vfery feafible to his power ? Why to 
equal m^n he diftributeth his gifts fo unequally ; affording 
to divers abundant means of becoming happy, leaving 
diherd deftitute of them ? What wit of man can reconcile 
h}B$ infinite benignity with his moft fevere decrees; or 
dMipoib the feertiing differences between his mercy and 
hiB juftice? Many fuch perfefiions and difpenfations of 
6od We muft fleadfaftly believe, becaufe they are plainly 
tlUght ih Scripture; to diftruft them being to renounce 
Chtiftianity; to dehy them being to rafe up the vfety 
ftUi^dations of our religion : yet he that fhall with his Ut- 
moft attention of mind endeavour to conceive how they 
eta be, or how they confift together, according to our 
ordinary notions of things, and the vulgar meaning of 
words, applied by us to thefe inferior matters, ftiall find 
himfelf gravelled with innumerable femblances of contra- 
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dMBCxon, plunged in depths infcrutable^ involved in laby- 
rinths inextricable. 

What in praAice the crofs of Chrift was, a fcandal to 
JewSf (men dull, but obftinate, and invincibly pofTefled by 
vain prejudices,) and folly to Greeks, (men of wit andfub- 
/ tilty, but overweeningly conceited of them,) that in fpe- 
culation may a great part of divine truths be, apt to 
fiumble froward and arrogant men^; but as there, fo 
here, bleffed are they who are not Jcandalized ; whom no 
fond fcruple or haughty conceit can pervert from readily 
embracing all neceflary verities; fuch are thofe we pointed 
at, which if without extreme folly and impiety we cannot 
rejed, or be diffident of, although furmounting our con- 
ceit, and dazzling our reafon; then upon the fame aC" 
count, with like facility, we muft fubmit our faith to the 
dodrines concerning the blefled Trinity (landing upon 
the fame authority. 

7. Laftly, we may confider and meditate upon the 
total incomprehenfibility of God in all things belonging 
to him^; in his nature, his attributes, his decrees, his 
works and ways; which all are full of depths myftery^ 
1 Tim. Ti. and wonder. God inhabiteth ^g iwfi&nwy a light inac* 
^^* cejffible to the dim and weak fight of mortal eyes; which 

Exod. no man hathjeen, nor can fee : No man, as he told his fer- 
xxxiii. 43. y^jj|. Mofes, can fee his face (the very exterior appearance 
of him) and live : he is a confumingfire, that will fcorch 
and devour fuch as by ra(h inquiries approach too near 
Dcut. iv. him ™ ; the fight, it is faid, of the glory of the Lord was 
EwkL xxiv. ^**^ devouring fire in the fight of the children of Ifroel 
17* Even thofe fpiritual eagles, the quick and ftrong figbted 

Ift. vi. 3. Seraphims, are obliged to cover their faces, as not daring 
to look upon, nor able to fuftain the fulgor of hb imme- 
diate prefence, the flaflies of glory and majefiy ifluing 

^ nxm if) rw sn(i MimmSv •fii^Sy »»i irtXtfutuif at(»nyr9f hmXiyu^f 
r« rit ^iiltk j^ hufiUvm sr^ayftartt havit»TU» mv^fttmt hrmty •*•* ArixMt rtx;nTif 
Imvtm* ««*• }«|i|f tuu ^foims *ark ra ii»ay furutrms, PluU di fira Nitm, find, 
* * El yk^ mi titunfumi ktunf»X.n^vt, v-tXkif /k«XX«» murif, Chiyf. Juutr. •* 

"* Scrutator majeftatis opprimetor a gloria. Aug, 
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.from his throne: and the moft Dluminate fecretaries of 
heaven^ unto whom fecrets were difclofed^ into which an- 1 Pet, i. 12. 
gels themf elves were ambitious to pry, were fome times 
nonplufed in contemplation of God's attributes and ac- . 
lions ; being in their afionifhment forced to cry out, ^Q, 
fii^os* the depth of the riches of the wifdom and know- Rom. xi. 
ledge of God I Even his methods of exterior providence 
are infcrutably myfierious ; his judgments are av6$e§6uvi}T«^ 
like inexhauftible mines, to the bottom whereof we can- 
not any wife dig by our inquiry 5 his paths are avi^ixvloia'Toi, 
fo obfcure as not to be traced by any footfieps of our 
difcourfe ; his gifts are avexSfijyisTOi, not to be interpreted, 2 Cor. ix. 
or exprefled by our language. And if all concerning 
God be thus incomprehenfible, why fhould any thing 
feem incredible? Why out of fo many unconceivable 
myfteries do we choofe fome, reprobate others'^? Where- 
fore do we ftretoh our judgment beyond its limits to 
things fo infinitely exceeding xt^} Why do we fuflfer our 
reafon to be pragmatical, unjuftly invading the office not 
belonging thereto; intruding into things which it hath not Coh w, is. 
feen, liOv can comprehend; ihok fecret things which be- ^g^^'^^"" 
long to the Lord our Godf and the compreheniion whereof 
he bath refer ved unto himfelf ? 

Thefe confiderations may fuffice in fome manner to 
fhow, that PSt. Chryfoftom had feafon to exclaim fo 
much againft the madnefs, as he fiyleth it, of thofe who 
do voku/trpAyfLoviiv r^v ^iriocv t8 0e5, are bufily curious infpe^ 
culation about the ejfence of God \ daring, toT^ olMlohs w^«- 
SoL)\,\6tf Aoyio-jM-oij, to fubjeSi divine myjleries to their own 
ratiocinations : that St. Bafil's advice was wholefome, /m) 



ifavov 09tt^»/Aify »«i srei^etv rnv yn* ^^<tKi\ Greg. Nirc, Or. 36. 

r*Sf <l>'«S«r^ Afbifuivtt, nmT^MfMta otnt^t^yn'ros* Tkeoph, ad Autol, 

P MdvM9 yk^ tyty$ tsftu U';^«Tf|v ^tifii p^owxiTit *tiivai ri rnv voAvfrii' o &tef, 

Chryf. iTf^/ «»«r«X« «. 
Cogitemus fi valemus, fi non valemus credamus. Aug. Sena. 5. Je Temp. 

S^wir/vfiir *9nriv i^ti^it^mt ; Athan, t. i. 635. 
VOL. III. L 1 
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iFspiepyi^erdM tA 9'itd^<ipiefa, not to he meddlefome about 
* things, about which holy Scripture isjihnt : that ^ another 
ancient writer did fay nb left truly, than prettily, that In 
thefe matters Curiojitas r^urfifacity nan peritum ; we may 
eaiilver incur blame^ than attain {kill by nice inquiry into 
them : that many of the Fathers do with great wifdom 
diflike and difluade the fearching to tws S the tnanner of 
things being true, or pollible, as a fiifpicious mark, or a 
dangerous motive of infidelity: that St. Paul's rules, 9^oy»Ty 

Rom.xii.8.8*V fi trtof^oviiv, to be tvifejo as withal to be fobery and mo- 
deft; and fi^ ^^oveiv mip 6 yiypanndiy not to conceit any 

1 Cor. iv. 6. thing without warrant of Scripture, are in this cafe moft 
efpecially to be heeded : that, according to St. Peter's 
admonition, we fhould as new-bom babes (unprepoflbfled 

1 Pet. ii. 2. with any notions or fancies of our own) long for, and 

E^t^a^u gf^ilyjlicit in thejincere milk of the word^ not dilutii^ 
it with Ibafer liquors of huiMn device : that wherb God 
doth interpofe his definitive fentence, our reafoh bath no- 
thing to do but to attend and fubmit; no rightno vote, 
no licence to debate the matter ; its duty is to liften and 
approve vvhatever Crod Q>«fiketh> to read and fubfcribe to 
whatever he writeth; at leaft in any cafe it fhould be 
mute, or ready to follow Job, faying. Behold, lam vile; 

Job zi. 4. u/hat Jhall I anfwer ihee ? I will lay my hand upon my 
mouth. In fine, the tefKtaony of God, with a fiifficient 
clearnefs reprefented to the capacity of an boneft and do- 
cile mind, (void of all partial refpe6ls, and clear from all 
forts of prejudice; loving truth, and forward to entertain 
it; abhorring to wteft or wrack things, to nfe ainy fraud 
or violence upon itny prifSciple, dr grotttM of trutii;) the 
teftimony of God, I fay, fo revealed, whatever exception 
our (hallow reafon can thruft in, {hould abfolutely con- 
vince our judgments, and confirain our faitb. If the holy 
Scripture teacheth us plainly, and frequently doth incul- 
cate upon xi8> (that which alfo the unif^m courfe of na- 
ture and the peaceable government of the world doth alfo 

t Zeno Veronenf. 

' 2«^ tUyxH &*trMS ri wis 9t^ 6i? X»yw». Expofljid, apud Juft, JIf. 
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fpeaki) that there is but one true God; if it as manifefily 
doth afcribe to the three Perfons of the blefled Trinity 
the fame auguft names^ the fame peculiar charaders, the 
fame divine attributes^ (efleutial to the Deity^) the fame 
fuperlatively admirable operations of creation afnd provi- 
dence ; if it allb doih prefcribe to them the fame fupreme 
honours, fervices^ praifes, and acknowledgments to be paid 
unto them all; this may be abundantly enough to fatisfy 
our minds, to ftop our moutbs> to fmother all doubt and 
di(pute about this high and holy myftery. It was ex* 
ceeding goodnefs in God^ that he would condefcend fo 
far to inftru£t us, to difclofe fo noble a truth unto us, to 
eniicti our minds with that ro u^rtpfp^ov rij^ yvda-ewg^ that 
viq/i e^ccelleni knowledge of himfelf; and it would be no 
fmall ingratitude and unworthinels in us any wife to fufr 
4)ej£t bis word, or pervert hi? ineaning; any wife to fubje£t 
bis venerable oracles to oi|ir rude canvafles and cavils. 
In fine, the proper employment of our mind about thefe 
myfteries, is not to fearch and fpeculate about them, to 
diicoMffe flipp|i>nt}y and boldly about them ; but with a 
pipus ccedulijty tp embrace them, with all humble refpe£t 
to adore jdbei^. 

I have thus endeavoured in fomn^ meafure to defend the 
P)||i,tjf/|9r)cs of the orthpdox doctrine concerning th^ blefled 
X^nity : iit w^a befide my intent to infift fo long thereon ; 
\mt the matter did ifixtwrdaty was fo attra£tive, that I 
could not wave (hewing my refped thereto. 

I pcQcee^d now to that which I principally defigned, the 
propofing briefly fome pra£tical coniiderations, apt to 
ei;cite us to the exercifing our underdanding and affec- 
tions upon thofe wonderful di^enfations of grace and 
mercy, vQuchfafed to us by the holy Trinity, either 
conjunAJy, or (as they xar oI^vp/Aiay are expreffed) fepa- 
rately. 

We iirft fhould carefully ftudy and duly be affeded 
with that gracious confent, and, as it were, confederacy 
of the glorious Three in defigning and profecuting our 
good; their unanimous lEigreement in uttering tbofe three 
iiijg^ty wqiiK^ of favour to mankind, Faciamus, Redima- 

L l2( 
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mus^ Salvemus; let us make man out of nothing, let us 
recover him from fin and perdition, let us crown him with 
joy and falvation; we fhould with grateful refentments 
obferve them confpiring to employ their wifdom in con- 
triving fit means and methods to exert their power in ef- 
fedual accoroplifhment of what was requifite to the prO' 
moting of our welfare, the refcue of us from all mifery, 
the advancing us to the higheft degree of dignity, and in« 
ftating us in the mod perfe6t condition of happinds, of 
^hich our nature is capable; in profecution of that gra* 
cious defign, which their joint goodnefs had proje6ted for 
us^ More diftinSly, 

I. We fliould fet our mind on God the Father, before 
the foundation of the world from all eternity, pleafing to 
forecaft with himfelf the creation of us, and communica- 
tion of his own image to us ; endowing us with moft ex- 
cellent faculties of body and fotil ; fubjefting the vifible 
world to our ufe and governance ; placing us in a date of 
great accommodation and delight; permitting us to fall, 
that he might raife us to. a higher and better condition ; 
refolving to fend his own dear Son from his bofom, to 
procure and purchafe the redemption of mankind ; pre- 
paring and difpofing tlie world for the reception of fo 
great a mercy, by a general teftification of his patience 
A6is xiv. ' and beneficence, (giving Jhowers and fruitful feafons, and 
^^' Jiliing the hearts of men with food and gladnefs^) but 

more efpecially by prophetical promifes, predi£tions, and 
prefigurations : alfo fufFering the generality of mankind 
fo to proceed in its wAi/Sy as might render it fenfible of its 
error and unhappinefs, of the nfeed And benefit of a dc^ 
Gal. iv. 4. liverance ; then in the fulnefs of time, when the creature 
23. ' ' did earne/ily groan y and long for its recovery from vanity 
and Jlavery, a&uslly kndmg his only Son, and clothing 
him with human flefli, that converfing with us, he might 
difcover to us his gracious ihtentiotis toward us, might 
confirm the truth thereof by miraculous works, might in- 
ftruft us by his heavenly doArine and holy life in our 
duty, and the terms of our falvation, then freely deliver- 
ing him over unto death, and accepting hispaffionasa 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



A Defence of the Bleffed Trinity. 513 

acrifice expiating our fins, and meriting his favour to- 
ward us; then raifing him as the firfl fruits from the 
dead, fetting him at his right hand, inve(!ing him with 
authority to govern and fave thofe who fincerely would 
believe in him, and fiuthfully obey him; alfo fending 
and bellowing his holy Spirit to dwell in them, to con* 
duft, confirm, and comfort them in the ways of truth 
and righteoufnefs. Thefe, with manifold other intercur- 
rent paflages of gracious providence afcribed to God the 
Father, we fliould ferioufly mind, and fo refent, as to be 
raviihed with admiration of his mercy, to be inflamed 
with love of his goodnefs, to be pofleiled with gratitude 
toward him, to become thoroughly devoted to his fervice, 
2. We (hould likewife mind the blefied Son of God 
concurring with his Father in all his purpofes of love and 
mercy toward us, in making all things^ and fuftairmg 
them by the word of his power ; but efpecially in his (to^ 
ward the freeing us from the defperate miferies, corrup- 
tions, and flaveries, into which we were plunged) afium- 
ing human nature, leading therein a troublefome aiid toil- 
fome life, for our benefit and inftruftion; undergoing a 
bitter and (hamefiil death, for the atonement of our fins, 
and reconciliation of us to divine favour; purchafing great 
and precious promUes, procuring high and glorious privi- 
leges for us ; afcending into heaven to prepare us man- 
fions of blifs ; interceding for us with God, and pouring 
from above manifold bldSngs upon us; the afioniihing 
miracles of goodnefs, of wifdom, of condefcenfion and 
patience, difplayed in the management of which under- 
takings for us, what heart can well conceive, what 
tongue can utter ? What amazement (hould it produce in 
us, to confider the brighteft efflux of Divine Glory 
eclipfihg and (hrouding itfelf under fo dark a cloud of 
mortal frailty ; the Moft High ftooping into the quality 
of fo mean a creature; the Firft-born and Heir af^rent 
•of heaven defcending from his throne of eternal majefty, 
and voluntarily degrading himfelf into the form ofafer^ 
vant, clad in rags, worn with labour and travel, expofed 
to contempt and difgrace ; to reflect upon the great Crea- 
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tor wd fpvereign Lord ^f all tbe world, who reared the 
he^ven^, aod fouinled tbe earthy who poflefleth apd up- 
holdetb all things, needing bimfelf a fhelter, pinched 
with want, taking alms from his ilaves, and paying tri- 
bute to bis fubje^; to contemplate the Son of God, 
willingly (lyling himfelf the Son ofman^ really fubje£tii|g 
himiielf to tbe duties^ tbe neceffities, the infirmities of hu- 
laao niUure; fu£fering the coarieft h^rd(faip3f and ^x* 
tr^meft di&ilers thereof i all this upon freeft choice, with 
full contentment, and p^fed fubmiffion to fo mean and 
fb diftaftefttl a condition I 

. We i9ay obferve with how admirable goodnefs he did 
voocblafe to converli with a froward generation of mpn, 
to.ki&ruft a ftuind and indocile tprt of people, with all 
Ibrts of beneficence, to oblige ftn ii|credulous, infenfible, 
and ingrateful crew ; wjtb ho^ ixvviapible a meeknefs and 
patimce he endured the €onJtrg4i&im ofjnners^ th^ fcora- 
4ul reproaches, the wrongful calumni^^, the fpi^c^ful and 
cruel ufages of the envious ^nd paajicious world ; being 
•to the higheft extneniity defpifed» hated, m^ligped, and 
abiaifed by thofe whom be bad moft highly honoured, 
.flMDtft afiediooateiy loved, jaod coiiferred tbegr^ateft fa* 
^vovrrs tqxm. We may with ^ftoniibofte^t ^contemplate 
^ha>t ftiamge conleft between divine p^tie^e ai;id human 
wickedneis, ftrtving -whicb of ithem lihoi^d excel i when 
we do perufe and weigh thofe ^igmatiqal pefTiiges, God 
accufed by man of blafpbemy, the ^H^rioal Wifdom af- 
pffl-fed with foUy, Truth itfelf impleaded of impofl^re, 
•eflentiai Love made guilty of mifchief, and fupreme 
(Goodnefs %led a naaldilftpf ; infinite Power beat4own, 
and tcampled upon by impotent malice; tbe Judge of all 
;t)he world, the Fountain of aU apthority and right, ar- 
raigned, condemned, and executed for injuftice; tbe De- 
fire of all nations rejected by bis own country apd kin- 
.dsed; the Joy of paradife (whofe ligbtfome counteu^nce 
doth cheer heaven itfeU) almofi; overwhelmed with grief, 
uttering laif entable groan^, tortured with grievous ago- 
niea; the very heart of God bleeding, and the fqle Au- 
thor of life ^pirin^. 
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We may farther ftudy Jefus, with a hearty compaffion^ 
and tears gufhing from his inmoft bowels^ pitying not 
thefe his own fufferings, but for the vengeance for them 
due and decreed unto bis periecutors: we ihould mark 
him excuiing their fault, and praying for their pardon | 
dying willingly for their good, when he died violently by 
atieir hand; paffionately deilrii^ their falvation, when 
they maliciouily procuk^ his deftru£tion. 

We ffaould inind all the aftions of the Son of God, our 
Saviour^ with the moft wife grounds^ endearing circum*> 
ftanbesj and precious fruits of them $ hii birth, life, death, 
reful^rediob^ afbenfioti^ interceffioii; as containing in* 
fiandes of the greateft charity and humility poflible 
lliowed iint6 us^ as argumeftti of tbs greateft love anil 
latitude due from us : mitid them we fli6u}d moR fe«- 
TSoofly, fo as to be heartily affected widi them, fo fta to 
^eem worthily the tranfoendem hcMionr done «s by Ood 
affuming our nature, kmi ejtalting ub to a conjunSion 
with the divine nature; fo a^ tb be deejdy feaiSbleof our 
'obligation to fo immetife a thiarity, that cbuld do and 
Vttffibr fo much for us, v^ithout any defcrt bf oure^ yea^ 
noitwil^ftanding our exotediiigly biid deTerts, our rebel- 
lions and enmities againft him; fo as to detdl the 
heinoufoeft of our tins, that needed fo mighty tfn expial- 
tion, that caufed fo horrid a tragedy ; fo as not to negie6k 
fo great faSvation fo frankly ottetedy fo dearly piirchafed 
for us; not to frufirate tbe defigtis of fo unootioeivaUe 
love and goodneTs, fo as to obey readily fo gracious a 
Mader, to follow carefully fo admirable an example ; fo 
as in imitation of him, and for his fake, to be meek and 
liumblein heart, and in deed, feeing be did fo mfiniteljr 
%6ndefcend and sihste himfelf for us ; to be ^patient and 
ftibtiiiflive to his will, who Aooped fo low, and fufferefl 
Td much foil us; fo ^8 to bear a general affection to manw 
kind, grounded like bis, notirpon any particular ix^relto, 
nor limited by atiy partii^l refpeifts, but extended freely, 
in real d^^flre and intention toward all ; Kberally to impart 
the good things we poilbfs, Md ipatienrfy to brd^ the 



. Digiti 



zed by Google 



5 15 A Defence of the Blejfed Trinity. 

croiTBS we meet with, and heartily to forgive the oflences 
done to us ; for that he Ireely did part with the greateft 
glories of eternity, with the higheft dignities and the 
richeft treafures of heaven, for our fake ; when we were 
enemies in our minds by wicked works, dead in tre/paffis 
and fins, guilty of numberlefs grievous offences againft 
him, by his blood redeeming us from wrath, reconciling 
us to the mercy and Bavoifr of God. 

3. We (hould alfo meditate upon the bleiled Spirit of 
God, with equal goodnefs conipiring, and cooperating 
with all the purpofes, to all the efle&s of grace, which 
conduce to our everlafting happinefs ; more efpecially as 
the repairer of our decayed frames, the enlivener of our 
dead fouls, the infufer of fpiritual light. into our dark 
minds, the kindler of fpiritual warmth into our cold 
hearts; the raifer of fpiritual appetite to righteoufnefi^ 
and the reliih of goodnefs in our fiupid fenfes ; the im<- 
parter of fpiritual ftrength and vigour to our feeble 
powers ; the author of all liberty, loofing us jfrom capti- 
vity under the tyranny of Satan, from vafialage unto our 
own carnal lufts and paffions ; from fubje£tion to a hard 
■and imperious law, icom bondage to the terrors of a 
guilty confcience: as him, that enableth us to perform 
the duties, and accompli(h the conditions, required of us 
in order to our falvation, that qualifieth us to be the fons 
of God by his eifedual grace, and aflureth us that we are 
'{0 by his comfortable teftimony; as our fure guide in the 
ways of truth and virtue; our faithful cdunfellor in all 
doubts and darknefles ; our mighty fupport and fuccour 
in all needs,v in all diftreffes; our ready guard againft 
all afiaults and temptations ; our fweet comforter in all 
fadnefles and affli&ions : who doth infinuate good 
thoughts, doth kindle holy defires, doth cherifh pious 
refolutions, doth further honeft endeavours^ in us : wh6 
only doth inflame our hearts with devotion toward God ; 
doth encourage, doth enable us to approach unto hifia ; 
doth prompt us with fit matter of requeft, and becometh 
advocate for the good fuccefs of our prayers. 
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We ihould mind him as the root of all good fruits 
growing in us, or fprouting from xxs; the producer of all 
good habits formed in us^ the afEfter of all good works 
performed by.us, the. fpring of all true content that we 
enjoy ; to whom our embracing fhe faith, our continuing 
in hope, our working in charity, the purification of our 
hearts, the mortificatibn of our lufis, the fanftification of 
our lives, the falvation of our fouls are principally due, 
are mod juftly afcribed : as the author and preferver of fo 
ineftimable benefits unto us, let us mind him ; and withal 
let us confider him as condefcending to be a loving friend 
and conflant gueft to fo mean and unworthy creatures ; 
vouchfafing to attend over us, to converfe with us, to 
dwell in us, rendering our fouls holy temples of his divi- 
nity, royal thrones of his majedy, bright orbs of his 
heavenly lights pleafant paradifes of his blifsful prefence • 
our fouls, whicb naturally are profane receptacles of 
wicked and impure aiTe&ions, dark cells of falfe and fond 
* imaginations, clofe prifons of black and fad thoughts: as 
gcacioixHyJiriving with us, driving to open and enter into 
our hearts, barred againfi him by vain conceits, and vi- 
cious inclinations : driving to reclaim us from the fins 
and. errors, into which we are wont heedlefsly or wilfully 
to precipitate ourfelves ; driving to make us, what in all 
duty and wifdom we diould be, capable of divine favour, 
and fit for everlading happinefs : as enduring patiently 
manifold difpleafures and difirefpe£ts from us, our rude 
oppofitions againd him, our frequent negle£):s of his 
kind adiponitions, our many perverfe humours, wanton 
freaks, wilful mifcarriages, and unworthy dealings to- 
ward him. 

We diould thus mind the bleffed Spirit of God, and be 
fuitably aflfefted toward him; fo as to be duly fenfibljB 
and thankful for thofe unexpreifible gifts and blefiiings in- 
dulged to us by him; fo as to render all love and reve- 
rence, all praife and glory, all obedience and fervice to 
him, efpecially fo as to admit him cheerfully into bur 
hearts; yea, invite him thither by our earned prayers; 
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to make fit preparations for his reception and entertain- 
ilietit^ (by cleaniing our hearts from all loathfome impu-' 
rities^) to make him wdcbme, and treat him kindly, with 
all civil refped, with aU humble obfervance; not grieving 
and vexing him by our diftafteful croflhefs and peevifh- 
nefs; not tempting him by our fond prefumption, or 
bafe treachery; not extinguiifaing his heavenly light and 
holy fire by our foul lufts, our damp ftupidities, our cold 
negleds^ ournegleds to foment and nourifli them by the 
food of devout meditations and zealous defires : fo let us 
mind him, as to admit gladly his gentle illapfes, to de* 
light in his moft pkafant fociety, to hearken to his faith* 
fill fuggdlions, to comply with all his kindly motions^ 
to behave ourfelves modefUy, confiftently, and ofiiciouily 
toward him. 

Thus (hould we employ our mind, all the faculties of 
our foul, our underftanding, our will, our afie£tion8 upon 
the blefied Trinity, the Supreme of all things above, the ^ 
Founder of that celeftial fociety, into which as Chriftians * 
we are inferted ; the Sovereign of that heavenly kingdom 
of which we are fubjed;s ; the Fountain of all the good 
and happinefs we can hope for in that fuperior ftate. Tm 
the performance of which duty there be arguments and 
inducements innumerable ; it is the moft proper and con- 
natural objeft of our mind, that for which it is fitteft, and 
for which it was defigned ; the beft intelligible, and infi* 
mtely moft amiable of all things* It is the moft worthy 
and noble objed, the contemplation of whidb, and affec- 
tion whereto, will moft elevate, moft enrich, moft adorn, 
moft enlarge the capacities, and moft fadsiy the appetites 
of our fouls; it is the moft fweet and pleafant objed, 
wherein all light, all beauty, all perie6lipn do ihine ; the 
fight and love of which do conftitute Paradife, and bea- 
tify heaven itfelf. It is the moft ufeful and beneficial 
objeft of our mind, which will beft inftru£t us in what it 
concemeth us to know, will moft incite us to thofe duties 
which we are ob%ed to perform, will be moft efficacious 
to the begetting in us thofe difpofitions, vduch are indif- 
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penfably^Tequifite for the attainment and for the enjoy- 
ment of that everlafting blifs ; unto which that one bleffed 
Unity and glorious Trinity in its infinite mercy bring us 
all: to whom be all glory^ honour^ and praife for ever. 
Amen. 



END OP THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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